
   

 

Saturdays 

5:00 pm - BLC 

Sundays 

8:30 am - BLC 

10:30 am - SL 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W 1100 N,  Chesterton,  IN 46304  
St .  Luke United Lutheran Church,  2000 E Coolspring Ave. ,  Tra i l  Creek,  IN 46360  

Virtual 
Worship 
Schedule 

Office Hours 

◦ Bethlehem  

Monday-Friday 

9 AM to 1 PM 

◦ St. Luke 

Monday & 

Wednesday 

   10 am to 4pm 

   Tuesday & 

Thursday 

   9am to 12pm 

 

PLEASE REFER TO 

THE CALENDAR 

FOR PASTOR’S  

OFFICE HOURS. 

Fellow members; Luther Road Traveling Day Camp will 
be here at St. Luke United July 18 - 23!!! This will be 
the 16th Luther Road VBS we have hosted, and this 
year we are privileged to share hosting duties with our 
sister congregation, Bethlehem Lutheran in Chesterton. 
 
Luther Road comes with 4 or 5 trained counselors 
ready to lead in Bible study, worship, singing, crafts, 
and games. Traditionally at least half of the campers 
have come from the community and many have been 
un-churched. Camp has been instrumental in the faith 
of many of our youth; our own Emily Montgomery 
received her "call" at camp and soon after entered a 
mission program with the Greek community on college 
campuses. Because of covid, this year will be a bit of a 
challenge but working together we can provide a quality 
VBS.  

Step #1 will be to get the word out. Luther Road brings 
all the supplies needed and can accommodate 50 
campers, 1st grade - 6th grade. We need to contact all 
the youth we know and invite them to VBS. Hopefully 
between St. Luke and Bethlehem we will have a full 
house! We will be advertising VBS using all media. In 
the past we have had volunteers also provide a 
program for kindergarten youth as well. This takes 
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putting together a special program for them modeled after the Luther Road 
program. The Kindergarten program has been a full day in the past but 
certainly could be a half day.  We serve a hot, well balanced lunch Monday 
thru Thursday (we have a 1/2 day on Friday). I will need 2 kitchen helpers 
and 2 serving helpers at lunch time. Volunteers will be needed from 8:30 to 
12:30 Monday - Thursday. 
 
It has also been a tradition to have an ice cream social on Sunday 
(7/18) when the counselors arrive to get acquainted and answer any 
questions parents or campers may have. We've also had a parents' night 
on Thursday to let our campers shine with song and sharing their crafts 
work. If any one from St. Luke and Bethlehem can volunteer in any 
capacity please contact me. Hope to hear from you soon. 
 
in His service, 
Jeanoma Babcock   

219-879-0077  
email: dancefast@comcast.net  

 

A Pastoral Letter from Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen 
Bishop of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
in regards to May 13 CDC Guidelines 

May 14, 2021 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

  

-----On Thursday, May 13th, the CDC issued new guidance related to mask-
wearing and individuals who had been fully vaccinated. The guidance states 
it is safe for fully vaccinated individuals to not wear masks or observe social 
distancing in most situations, outdoors and indoors. This advice, of course, 
was rooted in scientific research demonstrating the exceptionally low number 
of fully vaccinated individuals being infected with Covid-19. Of course, this 
new guidance raises questions for congregational leaders about in-person 
worship and other gatherings. 
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-----My thoughts about this remain pretty much what I expressed in my 
pastoral message of a couple of weeks ago. As I put it then, I believe that 
“the most prudent path forward toward in-person ministry, including worship, 
will be shaped by continued careful adherence to recommended protocols, 
slow and thoughtful movement toward flinging wide the doors and flinging off 
the masks in our life together, and care-filled attention to the most vulnerable 
among us, even to the point of ‘laying down’ our own desires and demands 
for one another, so we can all get to the other side.” 

  

-----It is crucial, even now, that we make decisions in care-full, prayer-full 
deliberation with one another, considering information like the percentage of 
fully vaccinated people in your local context. Good decisions will also keep 
the well-being of others in mind, especially those who are most vulnerable, 

combined with the willingness to walk the way of the cross by making 
concessions and sacrifices for others and trust that the Spirit of Christ is 
working new, abundant, and lasting life for all amid all this. 

  

-----Questions like these from The Ecumenical Consultation on Protocols for 
Worship, Fellowship, and Sacraments (https://bit.ly/3vtmsEX; https://
www.facebook.com/worshipsafely/) continue to be helpful: 

Do congregations continue to ask all to wear masks, indoors or outdoors, for 
the sake of those present who may be unvaccinated? 

Do they allow some or nearly all ministries to be ONLY for those who are 
vaccinated? What does that do? What does that say? 

Do they allow a chorus to sing indoors for worship or other events since, even 
with masks, this is considered least safe for those who are not vaccinated? 

Do they allow vaccinated persons NOT to wear masks outdoors except for 
larger gatherings, or, for the sake of not pointing out or endangering those 
not vaccinated, continue to require masks at all gatherings, indoors or 
outdoors? 

  

The answers are not easy. All involve some form of trade-off. Let us all seek 
kindness toward all, including congregations who may make different 
decisions about different forms of ministry as long as they are not 
endangering the lives or health of others. 
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-----Engaging such questions may well lead to practices like these, which I 
recommend: 

Wearing masks indoors as a sign of solidarity with those not yet vaccinated 
or are immunocompromised. 

Requiring masks for singing. This would apply to either the congregation or 
choirs. 

Providing adequate space for worshipers to be comfortable. 

Continuing online worship especially for those who are not yet comfortable 
gathering in-person. 

  

-----During a recent check-in with rostered and other ministers across the 
synod, one of our ministers noted that many people are feeling deep and 
sometimes surprising emotions as their local congregation begins to return to 
in-person worship. Some folks who have been impatient about returning to in
-person worship now find themselves terrified at the thought of it. Others are 
uncertain about how to interact with others after such a long time in some 
form of isolation. Still others, sometimes out of fear and anxiety, find 
themselves being demanding and argumentative. 

  

-----Dear people of God, we have been through significant trauma over the 
last 14+ months. Those who study such things tell us that our bodies and 
souls and even our relationships will take years to recover, to heal, and to 
settle into new realities. Consequently, with the ancient writers of epistles, I 
encourage us to “have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a 
tender heart, and a humble mind” (1 Peter 3:8, NRSV). Remember, too, that 
“it is absolutely clear that God has called you to a free life. Just make sure 
that you don't use this freedom as an excuse to do whatever you want to do 
and destroy your freedom. Rather, use your freedom to serve one another in 
love; that's how freedom grows.” (Galatians 5:13, The Message). 

  

-----As I noted in a message exactly a year ago, in an early treatise entitled 
On the Good of Patience, Bishop Cyprian suggested that when Christians 
entrusted themselves to the patient God, who steadfastly and persistently 
continues to work hope, healing, and reconciliation in the world, and lived 
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patiently with themselves and others, they shone with the light of Christ in 
ways that both ran against the impatience of the cultures in which they lived 
and drew others into the community of Christ. May God give us such 
patience and peace now and in the days ahead. 

  

Peace be with you, 
The Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen, Bishop 

Current Mask Policies 

Based on the current reports from the Indiana Department of Health and our 
counties, these are our current guidelines regarding masks: 

• St. Luke United Lutheran - masks required at all times while in the 
building, with special attention to be paid to masks while singing and 
moving around 

• Bethlehem Lutheran - masks required when moving in the building & 
while singing. Masks may be removed while people are seated, 
socially distanced, and not singing.  

 
Oremus: Let us Pray 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

“Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call the elders of the church & 
have them pray over them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save 
the sick & the Lord will raise them & any one who has committed sins will be forgiven.  
Therefore confess your sins to one another so that you may be healed.” —James 5:13-
16 

Together in Mission 
Households in Prayer for June 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

6-6 6-13 6-20 6-27 

Greetham 
Hadley 

Thoma 
Hahn 
Hancock 
Haughtington 

Heckman 
Hedstrom 
Hekter 
Peters 

Thyen 
Hemczak 
Henry 
Hooper 
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Contact Sharon Skalku at 219-926-5348  (Bethlehem) or Sandy 
VanVoorhis at 879-6140 or 219-229-0155 (St. Luke) if you or someone 

you know is in need.  

 

HIPAA, Hospitals, Pandemics and Pastoral Care 
Please note that HIPAA rules do not allow the hospital to contact your pastor 

if you are a patient. You will need to contact pastor or have family member or 

friend get in touch. PLEASE do not assume that pastor knows you are in the 

hospital. Also, with Covid-19 restrictions at medical facilities in constant flux, 

please know that while pastor will attempt to see you if necessary, some 

facilities are closed to visitors, including clergy.   

Stephen Ministry 

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a Stephen 
minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister 
involves. With God's help, we are here for you.  
 

Karan Smith  (219)926-4324  karansmith2000@comcast.net 
Chad Ogle  (219)448-3276  oglechad34@gmail.com  
Judith Peters  (219)464-1223  judith.peters@valpo.edu 
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Bethlehem’s Prayer List 

Special Requests 

Bob 
Carolyn Stegeman 
Kim Lindstedt 
Joann Bush 
Glenn Cole 
Alex Deleon 
Jesse Reichmeider 
Leah Scandling 
Retha Arora 
Lloyd Kittredge 
Priscilla Cowan 
Jay Radecki 
Jennifer Wiese 
Jim Keilman 
Larry 
Ray Pass 
Alex Reichmeider  
Nicole Harmon 
Grady Dermody 
Rick Jelesky 
Ignacio Cortez 
Mike Lindstedt 
Susan Zimnawoda 
Barry Nipper 
Pauline Paugh 
Judy Scoggin 
Thomas Tedesco 
Trisha Donnella 
Mike Gaulke 
Betty Lindenmeyer 
Jack Lindenmeyer 
Kenneth Ray Wallace 
Joshua O’Rourke 
 

Homebound 
Virginia Becker 
Juanita Sheets 
Gloria Vela 
Joanna Cox 
Joni Wainovich 

Military Service 

Capt. Stephen Hus  
Sgt. Kyle Lesar 
Sgt. Nathan Long 
Lt. Col. Erik Peterson  
Alyssa Trinidad  
Joseph Petrovich  
Logan Bell 

Families in Grief 
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St. Luke United’s Prayer List 

Those in our Congregation :  
Wilma Furness          
Phyllis Hedstrom 
Ron Thode 
Connie Novak 
Brian Sabinske 
Joy Meece 
Sharon Sabinske 
Angie Iantria 
Chris Lute 
Barb & Bruce Fischer 
Carol Hooper 
Joyce O’Brien 
 
Those who we mourn:  
Arlene Manderfeld  (Sandy VanVoorhis’s 
mother) 
 
Those who are Special Caregivers:  
Barbara Fischer 
 
For all those serving in our armed forces:  
Mark Buell, Matt Buell, Amy Richmond, Emily 
Hundt-Welter, Christopher Welter, Dave 
LaMothe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Those connected with our Congregation:  
Mas Robles (friend of Sharon Klosinski) 
Jerry Kindig (Kathi Jones’s friend) 
Dave Williams 
Gerry Fleming 
Violet VanGieson 
Dorothy VanVoorhis (Sandy VanVoorhis’s 
mother in law) 
Charlene Bottoroff (Nora McKee’s sister) 
Suzie (Howard Whiting’s granddaughter) 
Alexandria (Karen Miller’s granddaughter) 
Joan Langley (Kathi Jones’ friend) 
Krystal Scott (Sharon Sabinske’s grand-
daughter) 
Ron Logan (Dennis Logan’s brother) 
Mary Shoemaker 
Kathy Trask 
Ruth Rood (Marge LaMothe’s sister) 
Ryan Robinson (Iraq veteran) 
Norm Foltz 
Ivan Hooper 
Bobby Komendera (Kathy Jones’ friend) 
Art (Marge LaMothe’s brother) 
Julie Tetsworth 
Hector Diaz (Marge LaMothe’s grandson) 
Jennifer Schlumpf 
Sally Hooper 
Mike Cobbler 
David Reinhardt 
Ayala Barth (Kathy Jones’ daughter-in-law) 
Michael Sabinske (Sharon Sabinske’s son) 
Sandy Sabinske (Sharon Sabinske’s daugh-
ter-in-law) 
Gene Williams (Rebecca Richmond’s friend) 
Danny Pumfery (Diana Richmond’s cousin) 
Micky Richmond (Rebecca Richmond’s uncle) 
Nancy Ricmond Bruemmer (Rebecca Rich-
mond’s aunt) 
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Cards For Our Shut-In Members 

St. Luke - Please contact Jeanoma Babcock at  219-879-0077 or dance-
fast@comcast.net if you know of a member who is homebound & not listed. 

Bethlehem - Please notify Gail Ludwig at 219-921-4189 if you know of a 
shut-in who isn’t currently listed. She sends cards to those members who 
can’t get out.  

If you would like to donate stamps or money for postage to send cards and 
worship materials to the shut-ins, please drop it off in the office.  

 

New Volunteer Position Available 

We are looking for a person from each congregation to serve as a Visitation 
Coordinator. This person would contact our shut-in members or their fami-
lies to schedule pastoral visits & make sure the information about that mem-
ber’s needs are up to date. These calls could be done from the volunteer’s 
home. Please contact the church office if you are interested in assisting with 
ministering to this special group of members.  

 

Lay Visitation at St. Luke United 

We would like to give our shut-in members at St. Luke’s the opportunity to 
have ministerial visits with lay members of the congregation. These visits 
would be in addition to their current pastoral visits. Pastor is able to train you 
to help meet the spiritual needs of these members. Please contact Pastor 
Ruth if you would like to learn more. 

 

Thank you 

Dot Woods wants to express her thanks to those responsible for bringing 
worship materials to those members who are unable to leave their homes. 
She appreciates the delivery or sermons and communion.  

 

 

Homebound & Visitation Ministry Updates 
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  Shut In List 

 

 

 

Wilma Furness 
Howard Whiting 

Sharon Sabinske 
Cheryl Dettman 

Barb & Bruce Fischer 
Phyllis Hedstrom 

Barb Reicher 
Phyllis Kahn 

Carol Hemczak 
Bev Keppen 

Betty Bowden 

Carol Hooper 
Joann Bush 

Virginia Becker 
Joni Wainovich  
Juanita Sheets 

Margaret O'Rourke 
Dot Woods 
May Urbon 

Lloyd Kittredge 
Gloria Vela 
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St. Luke Worship Video Replays 

Due to the departure of Bethlehem’s music director, certain video replays of 
services held at St. Luke will no longer be available. This should not affect fu-
ture video replays, just ones that include the former music director. Please let 
Pastor know if you have any questions about this change.  

Vacation Bible School 2021 

VBS is coming July 18-23! We will be distributing registration forms 
by email & through the church offices. 

St. Luke United Lutheran is the host site for VBS. 

Bethlehem Lutheran will provide lodging & food for the counselors. 
Please contact the office if you are interested in helping to house & feed the 
VBS team.  

We hope to provide daily transportation from Bethlehem to St. Luke’s 
& back. We realize & recognize that one of the issues for families participat-
ing from the Chesterton area is the ability to get the kids all the way to Michi-
gan City every day. We are hoping we can arrange some sort of van service. 
If anyone has any ideas &/or connections in the community that might help us 
facilitate this transportation, please let us know!   

VBS Mealtime Volunteers 

Kitchen helpers are needed to for Vacation Bible School. These volunteers 
will be needed 8:30 am - 12:30 pm, Monday through Thursday. Jeanoma Bab-
cock. Please contact the church office or Jeanoma with questions or to volun-
teer.  

Eating for Wellness 

Saturday, June12th, 2021 from 2 pm - 3 pm 

Clinical Nutritionist and Hypnotherapist Katie Wandasiewicz gives her tips 
and strategies to eat for health and well-being. From self talk to the science of 
metabolism, Katie covers all you need to know to get the ball rolling on your 
wellness journey. 

Toddler Playgroup 

St. Luke is hosting a toddler playgroup. We will resume meeting on June 7th  
at 10:30 am. The playgroup will be held outdoors with sidewalk chalk, bubbles 
& outdoor toys. Bring a chair and relax while the kids play!  
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Let’s GO TO CAMP! 
There are still spots open to attend a LOMIK Summer Camp this year. 
Please visit www.lomik.org to learn more. There may be scholarships 

available for some campers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOMIK camps offer resident camp experiences where 
relationships with God and one another are explored at 
one of our three amazing sites. We believe that the 
outdoor setting of God's creation offers unique ways to 
grow in faith, hope, and independence. Campers 
experience a wide variety of activities in small and large 
groups. Bible study, games, hiking, swimming, arts & 
crafts, devotions and worship, campfires, music; all play 
a part in the exciting fun of a week at camp. Camp Grows 
Faith.  

http://www.lomik.org/summer_programs.php 
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Food Pantry Theme Schedule 

Thank you for your continued support of the food pantry. In these unprece-
dented times many of our neighbors need assistance to care for their fami-
lies.  
Your donations go to: 

St. Luke United - the Salvation Army Food Pantry 
Bethlehem - the Westchester Food Pantry 

The weekly items are listed below.  

 6/06: pork & beans 
6/13: liquid soap, bar soap, & toothpaste 
6/20: peanut butter & jelly 
6/27: cereal 

The food pantry continues to collect paper grocery bags to package dona-
tions for families to pick up.  

Bethlehem Quilters in Need 

The Bethlehem Lutheran quilters are in need of ANY bedsheets. Patterned 
or plain, fitted or top, all donations will be appreciated! Please drop them off 
in the Bethlehem office or quilting room, or at St. Luke’s office for Pr. Ruth 
take over. THANK YOU! 

PB&J Drive Summer Break 

The peanut butter and jelly drive is on summer break. We will reconnect 
with Joy School when school resumes for the 2021-22 school year in Au-
gust to see what their needs are at that time. Thanks for the enthusiastic 
participation in this pilot program during the 2020-21 school year! 

Bethlehem Office Subs Needed 

Katie will be gone in mid-June, from the 14th to the 25th for a family vacation. 
If you have a key & alarm code to enter the building & are willing to spend a 
morning or two from 9 am  - 12 pm answering the phone & greeting visitors 
between June 14th & 25th  please let Katie know by phone or email.  

Loving our Neighbor as ourselves: Social Ministry Update 
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Bethlehem Council Member Vacancy 

Bethlehem Lutheran needs a member to join the church council. There are 
two possible areas the new council member could serve: property or technol-
ogy/outreach. If you have an interest or talent in either area, please let a 
member of the council know as soon as possible.  
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

Bethlehem  

 

Bethlehem Altar Guild 

Can you help the Altar Guild? The time commitment is not great, and with 
the monthly pairs changing throughout the year, your assistance is not re-
quired very often. Please consider being a part of this ministry for the 
church. Prior experience is NOT required! Contact Susan Hall at 983-
2514 for more information. 

Date Assisting Minister Reader 

June 5 Susan Collins -- 

June 6 Addison Cole Evie Edborg 

June 12 Kevin Lindstedt -- 

June 13 Judith Peters Susan Collins 

June 19 Addison Cole -- 

June 20 Mark Peterson Mara Huneryager 

June 26 Kevin Lindstedt -- 

June 27 Lois Fancher Reynold Wolter 
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  Worship Assistant Schedule 

St. Luke United  

St. Luke Altar Guild 

We need volunteers to set up before Communion and clean up afterward. 
You do not need experience to do this, Pastor will be glad to show you what 
to do. Please consider helping and let Pastor or the church office know if you 
are interested. 

Assisting in Worship 

If you are interested in assisting at worship, please let Pastor Ruth know. 
She will be glad to train you if you’re unsure what being an assisting minis-
ter, lector, or cantor involves.  

Date Assisting Minister Altar Guild 

June 6 Katie Haughtington Linda Hancock 

June 13 Jeanoma Babcock Linda Hancock 

June 20 Sharon Klosinski Linda Hancock 

June 27 Cindy Montgomery Linda Hancock 
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St. Luke United Lutheran Church Leadership 

 

Diana Richmond 
Organist 
djrrichmond@gmail.com 

Katie Perham  
Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Rachel Vance 
Bookkeeper 
574.229.2129 

Dawn Trusha 
Sexton 
atouchofspringclean@gmail.com 

The Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that may arise.  
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 St. Luke United Lutheran Church  

Dennis Logan - President 
grandpalogan12@comcast.net 
219.871.9500 

2000 E Coolspring Ave. 
Michigan City, IN 46360 

Phone: 219-879-9415 
Fax: 219-874-5543 

Barbara Fisher 
219.243.3081 

Lonnie Hancock - Vice President 
hancocka22@yahoo.com 
219.872..0259 

contact@stlukeunitedlutheran.org 
 

Pastor Ruth Popkin 
pastor@stlukeunitedlutheran.org 

Betsy Kohn 
betsykohn@comcast.net 
219.877.7770 

Kelly Kolasa - Acting Secretary 
km_gonzales@hotmail.com 
219.879.7118 

 
 
  

Linda Hancock 
hancocka22@yahoo.com 
219.872..0259 

Treasurer - Vacant   

   

 “SHARING CHRIST’S LOVE  

BY SERVING ALL” 

Council Member 
Vacant 

   

 Rev. Ruth A. Popkin 
Pastor 
pastor@stlukeunitedlutheran.org 
508.450.9860 

 

 
 

St. Luke United Lutheran Staff 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Interim Pastor—Rev. Ruth A. Popkin 
pastor@blcin.com 
508.450.9860 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Andrew Robinson - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 

 
 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

The Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that may arise.  
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Outreach Committee 
Kevin Lindstedt 
lindstedt.kevin@gmail.com 
219.929.8144 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
radiohair69@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 

Vice President  
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

Social Ministry Committee 
Gail Ludwig 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 
219.921.4189 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
delsuehall@comcast.net 
219-983-2514 

Secretary 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Vacant 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
stegemandb@comcast.net 
219.728.8471 
 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 
garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
 

Finance Chair 
Vacant 
 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

Christian Education 
 
 

   

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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St. Luke United Church Council 
May 10, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm by President Dennis Logan.  Dennis led us in prayer. 
 
Members Present:  Linda Hancock, Lonnie Hancock, Barbie Fisher, Betsy Kohn, Pastor Ruth, Dennis Lo-
gan and Kelly Kolasa. 
 
The minutes form the April meeting were approved as written.  Betsy made a motion, Barbie seconded.  All 
in favor. 
 
Treasury Report:  A Profit and Loss Report from October 2020 through April 2021 was provided.  It 
showed net income of $3,913.96.  This was in part due to sharing Pastor's expenses with Bethlehem Luther-
an Church.  St. Luke also has four other employee expenses that include, the organist, secretary, bookkeep-
er, and cleaning service.  A few of these payroll details were not available to Council at this time.  It was 
asked that the Finance Committee provide a Balance Sheet in addition to the pay rates of the other Church 
employees. Barbie moved to accept the report, Betsy seconded.   
 
Pastors Report:  No written report was provided to Council.  Pastor reported that we received a provision-
al approval for our Constitution, Bylaws & Continuing Resolutions, however the Synod suggested a few 
minor changes.  Pastor prepared a letter to be mailed out to members explaining how to use Zoom or the 
telephone to attend services.  Hopefully, this will help more members who are unable to attend church ser-
vice in person get connected again with the church.  Pastor also requested that the Play Group be allowed to 
start up again the first week of June if it was held outdoors.  All were in favor.   
 
Next Pastor had Council brainstorm ideas of things we would like to see happen at St. Luke.  Listed below 
is a list. 
 

• Members Back 
• More Fundraisers 
• Maintaining Virtual Presence 
• Youth Stuff 
• Committee Night 
• Bible Study 
• WELCA/LMM 
• Couples Club/Ark Club 
• More Community/Local Involvement 
• Sponsor a Youth Sport Team 
• Bring Back Oktoberfest 
• Music Concert/Valparaiso 

 
Council went through part of the list and thought of ways St. Luke could make these ideas happen.  The 
number one component was the need for volunteers, leaders, committee members, youth, technology and 
some revitalization.  More to come on these ideas!    

 
Old Business:  Dennis discussed the three bids received for replacing the flat roof that starts from the front 
office and goes to the end of Gloye Hall.  1.) R.L. Roofing, Inc. cost is $39,000.00 which provided a 10 
year work warranty and 20 year rubber warranty.  However, no estimate cost of plywood for replacing any 
rotted wood was given.  In addition, R.L. Roofing already has three other jobs scheduled.  2.) J&B West 
Roofing cost is $48,000.00 with a 10 year work warranty and 20 year rubber warranty.  They too did not 
give an estimate cost of plywood.  3.) Moore Construction, Inc. cost is $28,650.00, ½ due upon signing and 
then the remaining balance upon completion.  Warranty is for 8 years which includes Labor and Material.  
Any rotten wood that needs to be places will cost $9.50 per sq. ft.  It was also noted that Moore Construc-
tion just recently completed a project at Marquette High School and that they could start in June.     
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Dennis made a motion to accept the proposal from Moore Construction.  Betsy seconded.  All were in favor.  
Pastor abstained her vote.  A congregational meeting will be held where council will recommend Moore Con-
struction to install the new flat roof.    
 
Kelly shared that the Drinks and Design event was a great success.  We had 16 people attend and a portion of 
the proceeds $180 was donated to the Church.   
 
New Business:  Pastor Ruth has arranged for a substitute Pastor on May 16th.  Reminder our joint worship ser-
vice with Bethlehem Lutheran Church will be May 23rd.   
 
With no other business to discuss at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.  The meeting closed with 
the Lord' s Prayer.  The next meeting will be held on June 14th at 7:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Kelly Kolasa, Council Member 
 
 

 
Congregational Meeting 

St. Luke United Lutheran Church 
May 16, 2021 

 
The meeting was opened by President Dennis Logan at 11:35 am. Dennis explained that at the last Council 
meeting Council discussed the three bids received for the new flat roof and it was recommended that the con-
gregation accepts the bid from Moore Construction, Inc.   A copy of the proposal was shared with each mem-
ber.  The the cost of the proposal is $28,650.00 with $14,325.00 due upon signing.  Jeanoma Babcock wanted 
to make sure the proposal was for the flat roof above the offices and Gloye Hall.  Dennis assured her that it 
was and that the roof above the Church Sanctuary had recently been replaced.  It was also pointed out that the 
proposal will include fixing the chimney. With no further discussion, Gary Heckter made a motion to accept 
the proposal from Moore Construction and Jim Hadley seconded.  All approved.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 11:40 am.   
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Kelly Kolasa, Council Member      
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

The May 11, 2021 church council meeting was called to order at 6:12 pm.  Present were Carla Coffman, Gail 
Ludwig,  Marlene Knapp, Ron Ludwig, Pastor Ruth,  Joe Kulavick, and Guy Nipper. 

Absent were Gary Cooke, Kevin Lindstedt and Karan Smith. 

Pastor Ruth led devotions. 

Secretary’s Report: report is attached 

 After reviewing the minutes from the April meeting, Gail Ludwig motioned for acceptance with a second 
from Carla Coffman. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: report is attached 

 
Treasurer’s Report: report is attached 

 The financial reports were presented. Income is holding steady. 

 
Christian Ed:  no written report 

Finance:  no written report 

Outreach:  report is attached 

Property:  no written report 

Social Ministry: no written report  

Stewardship:  no written report 

Worship: no written report 

A combined picnic with St. Luke’s will be held on Pentecost Sunday May 23rd. There will be no SATURDAY 
EVENING SERVICE and Sunday service will be at 10:30 am. 

Old Business: no business 

New Business: no business  

Gail Ludwig closed the meeting with prayer. 

Guy Nipper moved to adjourn, seconded by Joe Kulavick. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm. 

Next meeting is June 8, 2021. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marlene Knapp 

Secretary 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Chesterton, IN 

Worship Committee Meeting 
May 4, 2021 

 
May 4th worship meeting report. 
 Opened in prayer from Jeanne Prather. We welcomed Andrew as our new music/choir director. 
 May 23rd is our combined one service at 10:30. this service will be held outside weather permitting 
with a bring your own picnic to follow. There will be games for all. 
 Pastor Perry will preside over our services on the 15th and 16th of May. 
 We will start our summer schedule in June. 
 The times of service will stay the same. 
 Andrew asked for names of people who have done special music in the past, perhaps we can have 
special music over the summer months. 
 He plans on the choirs starting up again in the fall. 
 Closed with prayer 
 - Karan 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at 
Bethlehem. Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. 
Although all monies given to the Operating Account are used to pay 
the bills, if you would like to be responsible for any of the expenses 
listed below, please indicate that on your check. 

PAYROLL -------------------------------------------------------------------  8800.00 

MISSION SUPPORT  ----------------------------------------------------  300.00 

NIPSCO ---------------------------------------------------------------------  800.00 

STAFF BENEFITS --------------------------------------------------------  3400.00 

TELEPHONE ---------------------------------------------------------------  400.00 

GARBAGE PICK-UP -----------------------------------------------------  110.00 

ADT SECURITY -----------------------------------------------------------  90.00 

MONROE EXTERMINATORS ----------------------------------------  38.00 

WATER /SEWER ---------------------------------------------------------  230.00 

OFFICE SUPPLIES ------------------------------------------------------  250.00 

PAYROLL PREPARATION --------------------------------------------  104.00 

OFFERING ENVELOPES -----------------------------------------------  65.00 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) --------  300.00 

WORSHIP SUPPLIES ---------------------------------------------------  200.00 

INSURANCE  --------------------------------------------------------------  600.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------------  150.00 

Total -------------------------------------------------------------------  $15,837.00 
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each other through prayer and 
acts of kindness. We must remember that all that we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not 
only each other, but our property.  Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and 
contribute as you are able. We no longer have a mortgage balance, praise GOD!  

In order to meet our financial obligations in the operating account, during regular expense cycles, we 
require $16,000.00 per month.  

Our income for April was $27,800.54*  

Expenses for April totaled $12,665.48 

 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of January 31, 2021 

 

EJ Stock       $       100.00 - money from the sale of donated stock 

 

Facilities Maintenance  $   32,253.66* – money used to maintain and upgrade the  

      Building and property 

Leadership Fund      $     8,060.38 

 

Operating Account      $   23,924.96 - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

 

Good Samaritan’s  
Fund  $    3,227.18 - money used to help people in need 

 

Savings       $  28,901.47 

 

Youth Group       $    3,463.85 - money earned by the youth  

 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Gary Cooke, Treasurer, at 
finance@blcin.com  

 

* This income includes a bell tower insurance payment of $7, 203.00     
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Dear members; 

*The Pastor’s Fund has been renamed The Good Samaritan's 
Fund in order to better reflect its purpose.* 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to  
happiness or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3: 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose  
delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 
night, 3that person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they 
do prospers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As  
Christians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God  
provides us with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers 
and sisters in need. 

The Good Samaritan’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, 
and medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are 
able to help. Please mark your check or envelope Good Samaritan’s 
Fund. 

 

In Christ,  

The Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar or 

http://stlukeunitedlutheran.org/index.php/connect-us/upcoming-events/ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

1 

 
4:00p Music & Wor-

ship Committee 

 

8:00p AA 

2 3 

 
 

   

4 

 
 

 

 

 

5 

 

 
5:00p Worship-B 

6 
8:30a Worship-B 

10:30a Worship -SL 

 

  

6:00p NA (BLC) 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

7 Pastor @ St. Luke 

 

10:30a Toddler Play-

group (SL) 

 

 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

8 Pastor @ BLC 

   

5:30p BLC Executive 

Committee Meeting 

6:00p BLC Council 

Meeting  

8:00p AA 

9 Pastor @ St. Luke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

Pastor @ BLC 

11 12 
 

 

2:00p Eating for 

Wellness-B 

5:00p Worship-B 

13 
8:30a Worship-B 

10:30a Worship -SL 

 

 

  

6:00p NA (BLC) 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

14Pastor @ St. Luke 
10:30a Toddler Play-

group (SL) 

 

7:00p St. Luke Coun-

cil Meeting 

 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

15 Pastor @ BLC 
 

 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

 

16 Pastor @ St. Luke               

  

 

 

 

 

17 Pastor @ BLC 
 

18 
 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

5:00p Worship-B 

20 

8:30a Worship-B 

10:30a Worship -SL 

11:30a  Congrega-

tional Meeting-SL 

  

6:00p NA (BLC) 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

21Pastor  out 
10:30a Toddler Play-

group (SL) 

 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

      

8:00p AA (BLC)0 

22 Pastor  out 
 

 

 

 

 

    

8:00p AA (BLC) 

23Pastor  out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

24 Pastor  out 
 

25 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

5:00p Worship-B 

 

 

27  
10:30a  Joint Wor-

ship-B 

11:30a  Picnic  

 

6:00p NA (BLC) 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

 

28 
10:30a Toddler Play-

group (SL) 

 
 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

29 

 

 

 
 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

30 

 

 
 

   

Calendar Note: July  3rd  worship at 5:00 PM  will be the only worship service for 

that weekend. There will be no services on the 4th of July. 

https://blcin.com/calendar
http://stlukeunitedlutheran.org/index.php/connect-us/upcoming-events/
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. We want to remind you that we 
offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. 
Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. Di-
rect Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to 
automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 
write out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, 
illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, 
this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupt-
ed basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the 
earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to automate 
contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive im-
pact on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources are 
consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on 
any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. The 
trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 50% 
decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offer-
ing, we hope that you will think about the unique connection between fi-
nancial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous 
choice. Questions? Bethlehem members please contact Gary Cooke at 
312.497.9002 or by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. St. Luke mem-
bers please contact the church office.  

 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2050 W 1100 N 
Chesterton, IN  46304 

St. Luke United Lutheran Church 
2000 E. Coolspring Ave.  
Trail Creek, IN 46360 


