
   

 

Sundays 

8:30 am - BLC 

10:30 am - SL 

 

 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W 1100 N,  Chesterton,  IN 46304  
St .  Luke United Lutheran Church,  2000 E Coolspring Ave. ,  Tra i l  Creek,  IN 46360  

Virtual 
Worship 
Schedule 

Office Hours 

◦ Bethlehem  

Monday-Friday 

9 AM to 1 PM 

◦ St. Luke 

Monday & 

Wednesday 

   10 am to 4pm 

   Tuesday & 

Thursday 

   9am to 12pm 

 

PLEASE REFER TO 

THE CALENDAR 

FOR PASTOR’S  

OFFICE HOURS. 

Dear People of God of St. Luke United and Bethlehem 
Lutheran Churches,  

I do not know about you, but in the last month, in 
particular, I feel as if our country has become more 
divided than at almost any other time in history, the 
exception being at the dawn of that mighty scourge, 
the American Civil War. I have seen families become so 
divided that one part will not even speak to another, 
and groups of friends who have known each other for 
decades breakup those longtime relationship over a 
matter of politics. What, though, is probably most 
heartbreaking for me is that I have seen clergy go after 
one another in social media forums with such vicious 
name calling that I have to wonder how we can all 
proclaim the same love of God to our inevitably 
divided flocks, but also I wonder how we can all be 
branches on the same vine of Jesus Christ. Thinking 
about all of this could very inevitably lead to feeling 
utter despair and apathy about the state of the world 
in which we live.  

This division could also leave us, the current church, 
feeling as if we are encroaching on territory not yet 
explored. How could any community survive through a 
political and culture landscape at such opposite ends 
of the spectrum? It can very easily feel this way, this 
loneliness, but be reassured that God has not left us 
without a way forward and guidance from 
communities of the past. For the early church in 
Galatia was also embroiled in deep conflict, which is 
what led St. Paul to write his letter to them that we call 
the Book of Galatians.  
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In this letter, Paul encourages the differing factions of the church to 
look beyond that which is dividing them, and to look towards that which 
unites them. In the now rather famous passage, Paul writes “Faith in 
Christ Jesus is what makes each of you equal with each other, whether 
you are a Jew or a Greek, a slave or a free person, a man or a 
woman.” (Galatians 3:28, Contemporary English Version)  

Paul tells the Galatians that it is faith in Christ that is more important 
than all the little things that they are fighting about, and yes even more 
important than all the big things that they are fighting about. Paul says 
that being united in faith allows those who have different ideas, about 
how certain things should be accomplished, to look toward the greater 
picture and goal. For example, Christ calls for justice in this world, but 
he never told us how that justice was to be accomplished; he gave us 
an end destination and told us to find a way to get there, even if that 
way is different than those around us.  

Thus, it is so that we can both celebrate our differences and our purse 
our passions, while gathering together around that which unifies us, 
which is our calling as Children of God and followers of Christ. So, then, 
it is this month that I encourage you to see the face of your fellow 
sibling in Christ, first, and, then secondly, work together towards true 
Christian unity.  

In Christ,  

+Pr. Ruth 
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Pastoral Message to the People and Communities of the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod, ELCA 

Bishop Bill Gafkjen + January 2021 

You need my hands, my exhaustion, working love for the rest of the weary – 
a love that’s willing to go on loving. Sweet Lord, you have looked into my 

eyes; kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. On thesand I have 
abandoned my small boat; now with you, I will seek other seas. 

[“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore,” by Cesareo Gabarain, ELW 
#817] 

 
Dear People of God, 

We are not out of the wilderness yet and we won’t be for some time. 

Thanks be to God, vaccines are beginning to find their way into 
welcoming arms. Unfortunately, the process is slow and chaotic and 
medical experts remind us that “herd immunity” is still months away. As 
I write in mid-January, nearly every county in Kentucky is in the “red” 
category. The state’s recommendations for red include “Do not host or 
attend gatherings of any size.” More than a third of counties in Indiana 
are also red; those that aren’t red are orange, the next most critical 
category. 

Indiana’s recommendations for red counties are very similar to 
Kentucky’s. While the spread of the virus seems to be slowing a bit in 
some places, new, more contagious mutations are making their way 
across the country. 

Unfortunately, along the way, we have discovered that gatherings for 
worship, even careful gatherings, have been among the spreaders of 
the virus. Lingering longer than a few minutes with one another in a 
closed and often poorly ventilated, poorly filtered indoor space (unlike 
the few minutes of moving through a large store, for example), 
speaking and singing with vigor in such space and proximity, and 
unintentional breaches of hygiene protocols have all contributed to 
church gatherings being among those that spread the virus. A number 
of our pastors, deacons, and other leaders have contracted the virus, as 
have many members of congregations, some of whom have died. 

Like you, I crave being in the physical presence of others for worship 
and other aspects of life together in the body of Christ. Yet, in love and 
service to one another and for our neighbors, I encourage the 
congregations and leaders of this synod to continue to be slow and 
extremely cautious in returning to in-person gatherings. As tempting as 
it may be to look toward Ash Wednesday as a possible time to worship 
together in person, for example, it may actually be best to look toward 
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Easter, at the earliest, and to walk through the sacrificial season of Lent 
together-at-a-distance trusting the promises of resurrection – new and 
abundant life – that draw us toward the far horizon of this exhausting 
wilderness. 
As you make decisions about when and how to return to in-person 
worship in coming weeks and months, I ask four other disciplines of 
you: 

• Pay close attention to the virus statistics and color categories in 
your county and strictly adhere to the requirements and 
recommendations that accompany your county’s category. This 
information can be found at 
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/2393.htm and 
https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19. 

• Keep wearing a mask, maintaining appropriate physical distance, 
and washing your hands. 

• Get the vaccine when it’s your turn. 
• Be kind and forbearing with one another and with your ministry 

leaders about these things. Too many of our congregations are in 
conflict with one another and/or with their leaders around 
differences of perspective on when and how to gather in-person. It 
breaks my heart when I see the sort of divisive derision and 
demanding dismissiveness that erupt in society manifesting 
themselves in our congregations; I grieve…deeply. 

I reflect on the demand of the aptly tagged Sons of Thunder that 
Jesus do for them what they want, namely give them place and 
privilege and power in his kingdom, and the way it angered their 
fellow disciples. Jesus’ response echoes through the centuries to 
reach us: That might be the way people treat each other in the 
world, but “it shall not be so among you.” [Mark10:35ff] 

Dear people of God, please honor your pastors, deacons and other 
leaders. Be humble and collaborative with one another. Place the 
concerns of the most vulnerable at the center of your own 
concerns. Be kind and forgiving toward one another in the name of 
Jesus who came not to be served, but to serve. The world needs 
this witness much more than just another reflection of its own 
demanding, demeaning, death-dealing dismissiveness and 
division. 

In disciplined and patient partnership with you and with the support of 
the synod’s Executive Committee, synod staff will continue the 
suspension of travel at least through February and probably longer. We 
will continue for the foreseeable future to provide the wide variety of 

https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19
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weekly and regular resources that we have provided throughout our 
sojourn in this coronavirus wilderness. We will continue to be available 
via teleconference, phone, and other means of communicating and 
working with one another at a distance. 

Beloved people of God, we have made so many painful sacrifices – we 
have had to let go of so many of our “small boats” – in this wilderness. 
We do so trusting that the God of promise and new life will use these 
sacrifices to bring new, abundant, and lasting life to all with whom we 
sail these wilderness seas. There have been so many losses, so many 
profound challenges, and the pilgrimage through this wilderness now 
extends into Lent…again. Yet, as weary as we may be, as the song 
suggests, God calls us to look into the eyes of Jesus and give him our 
hands, our hearts, even our exhaustion, so God can keep working love 
for the rest of the weary through us. With you I pray, dear God, give us 
the patience, persistence, and perspective that we need to stay 
disciplined for the sake of your beloved community. 

In fact, I “have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow 
in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength 
that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to 
endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the 
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” [Colossians 1:9-14] 

 
Peace be with you, 
The Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen, Bishop 
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Oremus: Let us Pray 
God tells us to pray for each other.  

“Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call the elders of the church & 
have them pray over them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save 
the sick & the Lord will raise them & any one who has committed sins will be forgiven.  
Therefore confess your sins to one another so that you may be healed.” —James 5:13-
16 
 

Together in Mission 
Households in Prayer for February 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Contact Sharon Skalku at (219)926-5348  (Bethlehem) or Sandy 
VanVoorhis at 879-6140 or 219-229-0155 (St. Luke) if you or someone 

you know is in need.  

HIPAA, Hospitals, Pandemics and Pastoral Care 

Please note that HIPAA rules do not allow the hospital to contact your pastor 
if you are a patient. You will need to contact pastor or have family member or 
friend get in touch. PLEASE do not assume that pastor knows you are in the 
hospital. Also, with Covid-19 restrictions at medical facilities in constant flux, 
please know that while pastor will attempt to see you if necessary, some 
facilities are closed to visitors, including clergy.   

Stephen Ministry 

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a Stephen 
minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister 
involves. With God's help, we are here for you.  
 

Karan Smith  (219)926-4324  karansmith2000@comcast.net 
Chad Ogle  (219)448-3276  oglechad34@gmail.com  
Judith Peters  (219)464-1223  judith.peters@valpo.edu 

 

 

2-7 2-14 2-21 2-28 

Kittredge 
Teets 
Wainovich 
Richardson 
Richmond 
Ruminski 

Sabinske 
Seifert 
Sperry 
Hall 
Komp 

Kulavick 
Lindstedt 
Spoon 
Stachowiack 
Steinheiser 
 

Sydow 
Thode 
Coffman 
Prather 
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St. Luke United’s Prayer List 

Those in our Congregation :  
Wilma Furness          
Phyllis Hedstrom 
Ron Thode 
Connie Novak 
Brian Sabinske 
Joy Meece 
Sharon Sabinske 
Angie Iantria 
Chris Lute 
Barb & Bruce Fischer 
Cheryl Dettman 
Joe Reed 
 
Those who we mourn:  
Mary Jo Robertson (Marge LaMothe’s sister) 
Dick Dettman 
Grace Lantz (Chris Lute’s mother) 
 
Those who are Special Caregivers:  
Barbara Fischer 
 
For all those serving in our armed forces:  
Mark Buell, Matt Buell, Amy Richmond, Sam 
Richmond, Emily Hundt, Dave LaMothe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Those connected with our Congregation:  
Mas Robles (friend of Sharon Klosinski) 
Jerry Kindig (Kathi Jones’s friend) 
Dave Williams 
Gerry Fleming 
Violet VanGieson 
Dorothy VanVoorhis (Sandy VanVoorhis’s 
mother in law) 
Charlene Bottoroff (Nora McKee’s sister) 
Suzie (Howard Whiting’s granddaughter) 
Alexandria (Karen Miller’s granddaughter) 
Joan Langley (Kathi Jones’ friend) 
Krystal Scott (Sharon Sabinske’s grand-
daughter) 
Ron Logan (Dennis Logan’s brother) 
Mary Shoemaker 
Kathy Trask 
Ruth Rood (Marge LaMothe’s sister) 
Ryan Robinson (Iraq veteran) 
Norm Foltz 
Ivan Hooper 
Bobby Komendera (Kathy Jones’ friend) 
Art (Marge LaMothe’s brother) 
Julie Tetsworth 
Hector Diaz (Marge LaMothe’s grandson) 
Jennifer Schlumpf 
Sally Hooper 
Mike Cobbler 
David Reinhardt 
Ayala Barth (Kathy Jones’ daughter-in-law) 
Arlene Manderfeld (Sandy VanVoorhis’s 
mother) 
Julian Swindell (the late Maren Swindell’s 
great-grandson) 
 
 



8  

 

Special Requests 

Bob 
Carolyn Stegeman 
Kim Lindstedt 
Joann Bush 
Glenn Cole 
Alex Deleon 
Jesse Reichmeider 
Leah Scandling 
Retha Arora 
Lloyd Kittredge 
Priscilla Cowan 
Jay Radecki 
Jennifer Wiese 
John Andershock 
Jim Keilman 
Larry 
Ray Pass 
Alex Reichmeider  
Nicole Harmon 
Grady Dermody 
Rick Jelesky 
Jonathan Edborg 
Sara Soblotne 
Ignacio Cortez 
Mike Lindstedt 
Susan Zimnawoda 
Barry Nipper 
Betty Babcock 
Pauline Paugh 

Robert Barron 
Obie Scoggins 
Judy Scoggins 
 
Homebound 
Virginia Becker 
Juanita Sheets 
Gloria Vela 
Joanna Cox 
Joni Wainovich 

 

Military Service 

Capt. Stephen Hus  
Sgt. Kyle Lesar 
Sgt. Nathan Long 
Lt. Col. Erik Peterson  
Alyssa Trinidad  
Joseph Petrovich  
Logan Bell 

 

Families in Grief 

 

 

 

 

Bethlehem’s Prayer List 
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Food Pantry Theme Schedule 

Thank you for your continued support of the food pantry. In these 
unprecedented times many of our neighbors need assistance to care for 
their families.  
 
Your donations from: 

St. Luke United go to the Salvation Army Food Pantry 
Bethlehem go to the Westchester Food Pantry 
 

Items can be dropped off during office hours. The weekly items are listed 
below.  

2/7:   diapers, size 2 & up 
2/14: ramen noodles & box meal mixes 
2/21: soups & crackers 
2/28: liquid or bar soap, hand sanitizer, or toothpaste 

The food pantry continues to collect paper grocery bags to package 
donations for families to pick up.  

Bethlehem Quilters in Need 

The Bethlehem Lutheran quilters are in need of ANY sheets queen sized or 
larger. Patterned or plain, fitted or top, all donations will be appreciated! 
Please drop them off in the Bethlehem office or quilting room, or at St. 
Luke’s office for Pr. Ruth take over. THANK YOU! 

Pill Bottles for Matthew 25 Ministries 

We are so grateful that you all have donated a great deal of  pill bottles, but 
we are in need of some additional help. There are many pill bottles that 
need to be prepared for shipment. They must have their labels removed, be 
washed, and sorted according to color, before being put in plastic Ziploc 
bags. We also are in need of a few persons who would be willing to ship 
bring boxes into UPS, Fed-Ex, USPS or the like, for shipping. Please email 
contact@stlukeunitedlutheran.org if you are willing and able to help with 
these endeavors.  THANK YOU!  

Loving our Neighbor as ourselves 
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THANK YOU to all who donated on January 30th. If you have not had a 
chance to donate yet, remember that we will collecting on February 6 from 
11am to 1pm.  
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 Bethlehem Altar Guild 

Dear Fellow Members, 

As head of Altar Guild I am writing to ask for your help. We currently 
have many openings. We need members for the months of February 
and August, and we are short one helper in the months of April and Oc-
tober. Normally we have two people assigned for each month so it is 
easier and more convenient to plan communion set-up. I have a print-
ed handout in the sacristy room with detailed instructions and I am 
very happy to train anyone as well as being only a phone call away to 
answer any questions that may arise. 

The duties mainly include setting up for communion before the ser-
vices and clean up after the services. We polish the silver once a month. 
We also set out the altar flowers. 

It is my prayerful hope that you will seriously consider this opportunity 
of service. 

         Susan Hall 
         Altar Guild 

         Phone: 983-2514 

 

  

[Psst: Hey, if you have read this far, please e-mail  
contact@stlukeunitedlutheran.org or office@blcin.com, (or call 
219.926.5596, if you don’t have email) the code word: Lent. We are trying to 
figure out how many people actually read the newsletter, and so receiving 
this code word from you, will let us know you do. Please don’t tell others, so 
that we can receive an accurate count. Pastor Ruth & Katie] 
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Ash Wednesday  

February 17, 2021 

 

Service Times 
Services are available on YouTube 

12:15 PM - St. Luke United Lutheran 

7:00 PM - Bethlehem Lutheran 

 

Ashes will be available for pickup starting 
February 15. These will be in a separate 
plastic container same in the location you 
pick up communion, under the bench at 
St. Luke or near the office entrance at 
Bethlehem. 
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Lenten Worship & Study 

Due to the pandemic & being unable to have soup dinners our sched-
ule for Wednesdays during Lent will look different this year. We will 
have worship online from 6:30 - 7:00 pm, followed by Lenten study via 
Zoom. Please look for more information in the coming days about ac-
cessing these Wednesday activities.  

We will be using the book Grace Alone: Lutheran in the 21st Century by 
Pastor Katherine Roloff during our Wednesday night studies. It is not 
necessary to have a copy of the book to participate. However, if you 
would like to purchase a copy of your own, here are the links to a few 
sites that list it for sale.  

Amazon:  

Bethlehem link - 
https://smile.amazon.com/s?k=grace+alone+lutheran+in+the+21st+c
entury&crid=2OHE6VJP64ZUO&sprefix=Grace+alone%2Caps%2C208
&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-a-p_5_11 

St. Luke link - https://smile.amazon.com/Grace-Alone-Lutheran-21st-
Centu-
ry/dp/1087890802/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Grace+Alone&qid
=1612198182&sr=8-2 

Barnes & Noble: 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/grace-alone-katherine-
rohloff/1137177554 

Books-A-Million: 

https://www.booksamillion.com/product/9781087890807 

https://smile.amazon.com/s?k=grace+alone+lutheran+in+the+21st+century&crid=2OHE6VJP64ZUO&sprefix=Grace+alone%2Caps%2C208&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-a-p_5_11
https://smile.amazon.com/s?k=grace+alone+lutheran+in+the+21st+century&crid=2OHE6VJP64ZUO&sprefix=Grace+alone%2Caps%2C208&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-a-p_5_11
https://smile.amazon.com/s?k=grace+alone+lutheran+in+the+21st+century&crid=2OHE6VJP64ZUO&sprefix=Grace+alone%2Caps%2C208&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-a-p_5_11
https://smile.amazon.com/Grace-Alone-Lutheran-21st-Century/dp/1087890802/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Grace+Alone&qid=1612198182&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Grace-Alone-Lutheran-21st-Century/dp/1087890802/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Grace+Alone&qid=1612198182&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Grace-Alone-Lutheran-21st-Century/dp/1087890802/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Grace+Alone&qid=1612198182&sr=8-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Grace-Alone-Lutheran-21st-Century/dp/1087890802/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Grace+Alone&qid=1612198182&sr=8-2
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/grace-alone-katherine-rohloff/1137177554
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/grace-alone-katherine-rohloff/1137177554
https://www.booksamillion.com/product/9781087890807
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St. Luke United Lutheran Church Leadership 

 

Diana Richmond 
Organist 
djrrichmond@gmail.com 

Katie Perham  
Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Rachel Vance 
Bookkeeper 
574.229.2129 

Dawn Trusha 
Sexton 
atouchofspringclean@gmail.com 

The Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that may arise.  
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 St. Luke United Lutheran Church  

Dennis Logan - President 
grandpalogan12@comcast.net 
219.871.9500 

2000 E Coolspring Ave. 
Michigan City, IN 46360 

Phone: 219-879-9415 
Fax: 219-874-5543 

Barbara Fisher 
219.243.3081 

Lonnie Hancock - Vice President 
hancocka22@yahoo.com 
219.872..0259 

contact@stlukeunitedlutheran.org 
 

Pastor Ruth Popkin 
pastor@stlukeunitedlutheran.org 

Betsy Kohn 
betsykohn@comcast.net 
219.877.7770 

Kelly Kolasa - Acting Secretary 
km_gonzales@hotmail.com 
219.879.7118 

 
 
  

Marsha Logan 
grannylogan209@comcast.net 
219.871.9921 

Treasurer - Vacant  Linda Hancock 
hancocka22@yahoo.com 
219.872..0259 

   

 “SHARING CHRIST’S LOVE  

BY SERVING ALL” 

Council Member 
Vacant 

   

 Rev. Ruth A. Popkin 
Pastor 
pastor@stlukeunitedlutheran.org 
508.450.9860 

 

 
 

St. Luke United Lutheran Staff 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Interim Pastor—Rev. Ruth A. Popkin 
pastor@blcin.com 
508.450.9860 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Daniel Grayvold - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 

Media Director 
872.222.6867 C 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

The Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that may arise.  
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Outreach Committee 
Kevin Lindstedt 
lindstedt.kevin@gmail.com 
219.929.8144 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
radiohair69@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 

Vice President  
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

Social Ministry Committee 
Gail Ludwig 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 
219.921.4189 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
delsuehall@comcast.net 
219-983-2514 

Secretary 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Carla Coffman 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
stegemandb@comcast.net 
219.728.8471 
 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 
garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
Carla Coffman 
coffmanc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 
 

Finance Chair 
Vacant 
 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

Christian Education 
 
 

   

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

The January 12, 2021 church council meeting was called to order at 6:25 pm.  Present were Carla Coffman, Gail Ludwig, 
Karan Smith, Marlene Knapp, Ron Ludwig, Pastor Ruth, Gary Cooke, Joe Kulavick, and Kevin Lindstedt. 

Absent was Guy Nipper. 

Pastor Ruth asked the council members to each state something positive that had happened to them in the recent past. 

Secretary’s Report: report is attached 

 After reviewing the minutes from December meeting, with the correction of changing the date of the January 
meeting to January 12th, Gail Ludwig motioned for acceptance with a second from Carla Coffman. Motion car-
ried. 

Pastor’s Report: no written report  

Pastor stated that her primary work was focused on Christmas and Epiphany services during the month of December. 

Treasurer’s Report: report is attached 

 Gary Cooke presented the financial reports. Income is remaining steady.  

Christian Ed:  no written report    

  Joe Kulavick stated that only 1 family was interested in participating in the Christmas program. 

               He thanked Alyssa Cole for volunteering to help. 

Finance:  no written report 

      a.     Donation statements for tax purposes are being completed and will be e-mailed. 

 After discussion concerning a second PPP loan, the consensus among council members was to apply for it. 

Outreach:  report is attached       

 Kevin Lindstedt reported that the new camera installation is completed. The quality is noticeably higher. 

Property:  no written report       

Carla Coffman reported that progress is being made in regards to the damage caused by the lightning strike. 

Social Ministry:  report is attached 

Gail Ludwig reported that members are continuing to deliver contributions to the Westchester Food Pantry. 

Gail has created a birthday and anniversary recognition card ministry. 

Gail has contacted Mary Gulbranson about creating a contact program for shut-in members. 

A get-well card ministry is also being considered for the future. 

Stewardship:  no written report 

Worship: report is attached    

Karan Smith stated that the use of live flowers for church services will be suspended until in person services re-
sume. 
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Old Business: no business 

New Business:  

The Memorial Policy will be revised in the following manner - #7 under procedures is being changed to read 
“Unless specific instructions are given for the memorial, all money will be deposited into the Facilities Mainte-
nance Fund.” 

The Synod Mission Support Share Form was discussed. Bethlehem donates $300.00 per month to the Synod - 
$150.00 to camp ministries and $150.00 to the operating fund.  By consensus it was decided that the total 
$300.00 monthly payment will be sent to the operating fund. 

 Discussion was held on Daniel Grayvold’s employment proposal. Gary Cooke and Marlene Knapp will meet with 
Daniel to discuss it. 

Pastor closed the meeting with prayer. 

Karen Smith moved to adjourn, seconded by Joe Kulavick. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 

Next meeting is February 9, 2021. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marlene Knapp 

Secretary 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at 
Bethlehem. Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. 
Although all monies given to the Operating Account are used to pay 
the bills, if you would like to be responsible for any of the expenses 
listed below, please indicate that on your check. 

PAYROLL -------------------------------------------------------------------  8800.00 

MISSION SUPPORT  ----------------------------------------------------  300.00 

NIPSCO ---------------------------------------------------------------------  800.00 

STAFF BENEFITS --------------------------------------------------------  3400.00 

TELEPHONE ---------------------------------------------------------------  400.00 

GARBAGE PICK-UP -----------------------------------------------------  110.00 

ADT SECURITY -----------------------------------------------------------  90.00 

MONROE EXTERMINATORS ----------------------------------------  38.00 

WATER /SEWER ---------------------------------------------------------  230.00 

OFFICE SUPPLIES ------------------------------------------------------  250.00 

PAYROLL PREPARATION --------------------------------------------  104.00 

OFFERING ENVELOPES -----------------------------------------------  65.00 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) --------  300.00 

WORSHIP SUPPLIES ---------------------------------------------------  200.00 

INSURANCE  --------------------------------------------------------------  600.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------------  150.00 

Total -------------------------------------------------------------------  $15,837.00 
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each other through prayer and 
acts of kindness. We must remember that all that we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not 
only each other, but our property.  Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and 
contribute as you are able. We no longer have a mortgage balance, praise GOD!  

 

In order to meet our financial obligations in the operating account, during regular expense cycles, we 
require $16,000.00 per month.  

 

Our income for November was $32,114.04  

Expenses for November totaled $28,510.10 

 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of January 1, 2021 

  

 

EJ Stock       $       100.00 - money from the sale of donated stock 

 

Facilities Maintenance  $   34,055.36 – money used to maintain and upgrade the  

      Building and property 

 

Grants       $       129.88 - money given for community outreach  

 

Leadership Fund      $     8,060.38 

 

Operating Account      $   23,113.97 - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

 

Pastor’s Fund               $    2,449.60 - money used to help people in need 

 

Savings       $  27,066.42 

 

Youth Group       $    3,463.85 - money earned by the youth  

 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Gary Cooke, Treasurer, at 
finance@blcin.com  
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Dear members; 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to  
happiness or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3: 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose  
delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 
night, 3that person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they 
do prospers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As  
Christians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God  
provides us with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers 
and sisters in need. 

Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are 
able to help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

 

In Christ,  

The Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

Recording Instructions for Assistants and Readers 

 
In order to make this as smooth of a process as possible, here is what we’re asking: 

• Record yourself speaking the readings in one video (i.e. not separate videos). If 
you make a mistake, you can either start over from the beginning of the reading 
or repeat from the beginning of the verse. 

• Include five seconds of silence (no speaking or movement) before starting to 
read. 

• If you’re using a phone, record it horizontally (the long way), NOT vertically (up 
and down). 

• Make sure you say the intro part before the reading and the concluding line af-
ter the reading. 

• Speak loudly and slowly, as if you're addressing the congregation from the pul-
pit in the sanctuary during normal services. 

• You can record in your home or outside, if it’s nice. If you choose to record out-
side, make sure it isn’t too windy. 

• Watch it back to make sure you like it! 

• You can use any recording software you want. If you have a smartphone/
electronic tablet, the Camera function usually has a video mode that you can 
record with. If you are using a laptop, QuickTime (which can be downloaded 
from the internet) tends to be the easiest software to work with. 

Upload the recording at https://forms.gle/Y2gPW4Qouyg2K6a7A  

Date Assisting Minister Reader 

2/7/21 Chad Ogle Marge LaMothe 

2/14/21 Jeanne Prather Mara Huneryager 

2/21/21 Katie Haughington Mark Peterson 

2/28/21 Addison Cole Sharon Klosinski 

https://forms.gle/Y2gPW4Qouyg2K6a7A
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For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar or 

http://stlukeunitedlutheran.org/index.php/connect-us/upcoming-events/ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 

 
8:00p AA (BLC) 

2 

 

 
4:00p Music/Worship 

Committee BLC 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

3 
   

11:30a - Christian 

Ed.    

 

 

4 

 

 

3:15 Worship Re-

cording @ BLC 

 

   

            

5 
 

 

6 

 

11:00 - PB&J Drop 

off - SL 

  

               

 

 

7 
8:30a Worship-B 

10:30a Worship -

SL 

 

 

 6:00p NA (BLC) 

 8:00p AA (BLC) 

8 Pastor @ St. Luke 

 

 

 

 

7:00p - Council 

Meeting - SL 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

9 Pastor @ BLC 

   

5:30p Executive Com-

mittee - B 

6:00p Council  - B 

 

 

8:00p AA 

10Pastor @ St. Luke 
Sunday Worship 

Recording @ SL 

 

 

 
7:00p Confirmation 

11 Pastor @ BLC 

 

 

 

12 13 

 

 

 
 

14 
8:30a Worship-B 

10:30a Worship -

SL 

 

 

 6:00p NA (BLC) 

 8:00p AA (BLC) 

15Pastor @ St. Luke 
 

     

 

 

 

 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

16 Pastor @ BLC 
 

  

 

 

 

 

8:00p AA (BLC) 

17Pastor @ St. Luke               

 ASH WEDNESDAY  

 

12:15p - Worship-SL         

 

 

7:00p - Worship -B 

  

18 Pastor @ BLC 
3:15p Worship Re-

cording @ BLC 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

19 
 

 

 

20 
  

 

  

   

   

 

   

21 

8:30a Worship-B 

10:30a Worship -

SL 

 

 

 6:00p NA (BLC) 

 8:00p AA (BLC) 

22Pastor @ St. Luke 
 

 

 

 

 

      

8:00p AA (BLC) 

23 Pastor @ BLC 
 

 

 

 

 

    

8:00p AA (BLC) 

24Pastor @ St. Luke 

Sunday Worship 

Recording @ SL 

            

 

6:30p Lenten Wor-

ship 

7:00p Lenten Study 

25 Pastor @ BLC 
3:15p Sunday Wor-

ship Recording 

26 
 

 

 

 

27 

   

 

 

  

   

 

28 
8:30a Worship-B 

10:30a Worship -

SL 

 

 

 

 6:00p NA (BLC) 

      

 

https://blcin.com/calendar
http://stlukeunitedlutheran.org/index.php/connect-us/upcoming-events/
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. We want to remind you that we 
offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. 
Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. Di-
rect Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to 
automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 
write out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, 
illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, 
this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupt-
ed basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the 
earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to automate 
contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive im-
pact on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources are 
consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on 
any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. The 
trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 50% 
decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offer-
ing, we hope that you will think about the unique connection between fi-
nancial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous 
choice. If you have any questions, please contact Gary Cooke at 
312.497.9002 or by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. 

 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2050 W 1100 N 
Chesterton, IN  46304 

St. Luke United Lutheran Church 
2000 E. Coolspring Ave.  
Trail Creek, IN 46360 


