
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

5:00pm Saturdays 

8:30am Sundays 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

“A New Lens for Generosity” 

Sharing God’s gifts with one another through 
stewardship is an integral part of the Lutheran 
faith. But sometimes stewardship is 
misunderstood, equated simply with giving 
money rather than sharing time, spirit, and love. 
Linda Staats is trying to change that with the 
Generosity Project, a stewardship resource 
funded in part by Mission Support.  

Developed through a partnership between 
Staats, the Rocky Mountain Synod, and the 
churchwide organization, the Generosity Project 
challenges Lutherans to rethink stewardship 
through innovative, intergenerational 
programming.  

When Diana Krauszer, pastor of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Palmer, Alaska, introduced her 
congregation to the Generosity Project two years 
ago, it shifted perspectives.  

“One [person] exclaimed, ‘We never talked 
about any of this when I was a kid, and I wish we 
had,” Krauser said. Believing this resource could 
benefit neighbors at Epiphany Lutheran 
Episcopal Church, Valdez, Alaska, she took a 
cue from the project and shared it with them.  

In 2019, Krauszer partnered with Kaitlin 
Pabo-Eulberg, Epiphany’s pastor, to introduce 
the blended Lutheran-Episcopal congregation 
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and a neighboring Catholic church to the Generosity Project.  
It [was] a very natural partnership to invite them,” Pabo-Eulberg 

said of Epiphany’s Catholic neighbors. “They were really excited to talk 
about giving from their perspective. The event included participates 
ranging in ages from 8 to 89, and Pabo-Eulberg recalled enthusiastic 
listening and understanding across the generations.  

Among them were Epiphany member Donna Newcomer, a baby 
boomer, and Steve Newcomer, of the Greatest Generation. “[Now] 
every time somebody comes to [our] house, when they leave, I say, 
‘Thank you for spending time with us,’” Donna said. “Because that’s 
the greatest thing you can give somebody – they noticed you and spent 
time with you.”  
Staats said this new lens for generosity is the project’s aim.  

“The goal is not to increase giving by a percentage,” she said. 
“The goal is to change the culture in a congregation [and in homes]. 
We’re building a culture to bring all generations together… and 
equipping the home as a place where generosity is practiced.”   
 
Thank you for your generous gifts of Mission Support, which made this 
story of faith in action possible. Mission Support is the portion of your 
offering your congregation shared with your synod, and your synod 
shares with the churchwide organization. To learn more, visit 
ELCA.org/SOFIA 
 

 
Congregational Meeting 

 

As you may be aware, we are having our Congregation Meeting on 
Sunday, November 8th. We will be voting on the budget for the 2021 
year as well as hopefully electing some new members of the church 
council. 
  
   We are asking that you seriously consider taking on the role of a 
council member. If you have been considering stepping up and being a 
new member this is the best time to do it. We have a new Pastor who is 
ready to share some fresh ideas and wake up our congregation. 
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However, she needs our support to do this.  
  
    We are asking for a few people to just come to a meeting and see 
what council is all about. We meet on the second Tuesday of the month 
and the meetings are usually no longer than an hour and a half. While 
there may be times of disagreement and frustration, there are more 
times of positive discussion and comradery.  
  
Please consider coming onto council. If you are considering it, pray to 
God and He will guide you. If you are not considering it, pray to 
God...maybe He will guide you to consider it.  
  
Yours in Christ, 
Lois and Becky 
 

 
 

Collection Counters Needed 
We need people to help count collections. Please contact Marlene 
Knapp if you would like more information and to sign up: 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net, 219-787-8115. 

 
 

Stephen Ministry  
Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a 
Stephen minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister 
involves. With God's help, we are here for you.  
 
Karan Smith (219)926-4324 karansmith2000@comcast.net 
Chad Ogle (219)448-3276 oglechad34@gmail.com  
Judith Peters (219)464-1223 judith.peters@valpo.edu 
  
In Christ's love, 
The Stephen Ministry Team 
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Amazon 
Do you shop Amazon? Did you know that you can help BLC 

raise money every time you shop on Amazon?  
 
Just typing the AmazonSmile link:  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1434622 in the browser bar 
before you place items in your cart. Amazon will donate a 
portion of your qualifying purchase directly to BLC. After you 
log in, you can update your settings to keep BLC as your  
supported charity. You will see that you are supporting BLC on 
your Amazon navigation bar as long as each time you sign in 
with smile.amazon.com instead of www.amazon.com. It’s that 
easy!! 
 
This link is shareable with family, friends and anyone  
shopping Amazon.  
 
 

Samples Wanted 
Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, 
toothpaste, etc...and any other hygiene samples. Sadly there 
are those in some facilities who never have visitors. They are 
truly alone. Please keep those items coming! I take them to 
one of the facilities where your donations are really, really 
appreciated. These samples are also used as prizes when 
patients play bingo or bunko. 

 Evie Edborg 
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Prayer Chain 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

James 5:13-16 says, are any among you suffering? They should 

pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any 

among you sick? They should call the elders of the church & have 

them pray over them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of 

faith will save the sick & the Lord will raise them & any one who has 

committed sins will be forgiven.  Therefor confess your sins to one 

another so that you may be healed.  

Contact Sharon Skalku at (219)926-5348 if you or someone you 

know is in need.  

 

No More Bottle Caps and Lids 
We will no longer be collecting bottle tops or lids. The company that 
used them to make benches unfortunately burned down. We will let 
you know if they resume operation in the future.  
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Daniel Grayvold - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 

Media Director 
872.222.6867 C 
developer@blcin.com 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

 

The Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that may arise. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@comcast.net  
219.926.2079 H 
219.921.4524 C 

Outreach Committee 
Vacant 
 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
radiohair69@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 

Vice President  
Becky Cole 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219.405.6829 C 

Social Ministry Committee 
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
delsuehall@comcast.net 
219-983-2514 

Secretary 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Carla Coffman 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
stegemandb@comcast.net 
219.728.8471 
 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 

garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
Carla Coffman 
coffmanc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 
 

Finance Chair 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Gail Ludwig 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 
219-921-4189 
 

Christian Education 
Vacant 
 

  Interim Pastor 
Pastor Ruth Popkin 
pastor@blcin.com 
508-450-9860 

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at 
Bethlehem. Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. 
Although all monies given to the Operating Account are used to pay 
the bills, if you would like to be responsible for any of the expenses 
listed below, please indicate that on your check. 

PAYROLL -------------------------------------------------------------------  8800.00 

BENEVOLENCE ----------------------------------------------------------  300.00 

NIPSCO ---------------------------------------------------------------------  800.00 

STAFF BENEFITS --------------------------------------------------------  3400.00 

TELEPHONE ---------------------------------------------------------------  400.00 

GARBAGE PICK-UP -----------------------------------------------------  110.00 

ADT SECURITY -----------------------------------------------------------  90.00 

MONROE EXTERMINATORS ----------------------------------------  38.00 

WATER /SEWER ---------------------------------------------------------  230.00 

OFFICE SUPPLIES ------------------------------------------------------  250.00 

PAYROLL PREPARATION --------------------------------------------  104.00 

OFFERING ENVELOPES -----------------------------------------------  65.00 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) --------  300.00 

WORSHIP SUPPLIES ---------------------------------------------------  200.00 

INSURANCE  --------------------------------------------------------------  600.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------------  150.00 

Total -------------------------------------------------------------------  $15,837.00 
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Dear members; 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to  
happiness or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3: 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose  
delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 
night, 3that person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they 
do prospers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As  
Christians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God  
provides us with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers 
and sisters in need. 

Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are 
able to help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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Worship Assistant Schedule  
 
 

 
 

Date Assisting Minister Reader 

Oct. 31   ---  Kevin Lindstedt 

Nov. 1  Lois Fancher Gail Ludwig 

Nov. 7 --- Kevin Lindstedt 

Nov. 8 Addison Cole Mara Huneryager 

Nov. 14 --- Jeanne Prather 

Nov. 15 Susan Collins Evie Edborg 

Nov. 21 --- Jeanne Prather 

Nov. 22 Judith Peters Bev Stegeman 

Nov. 28 --- Kevin Lindstedt 

Nov. 29 Mark Peterson Mara Huneryager 
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Altar Flowers 

There are a few open dates for flowers in November and De-
cember. Please sign up and fill out the form that is beside the 

poster. The cost is $30 and checks can be made out to Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church. 

 
Food Pantry   

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing in 
weekly items for the food pantry.  For the month of  

November we are asking for: 

 
11-01: Peanut butter and ramen noodles  

11-08: Baked beans and canned chili 

11-15: toilet paper and cookies 

11-22: cereal 

11-29: Meals in boxes (mac & cheese, rice-a-roni, other meal 
helpers) 

  
All items must be non-perishable 

 

Households in Prayer for November 

11-01 11-08 11-15 11-22 11-29 

Enstrom 
Klaiber 
 

Grayvold 
Maney 
Nelson 
Pass 
 

 Dougherty Guidish 
Gustafson 
Husemann 
Knapp 
Nipper 
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For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
  8:30a Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

 2 
ELECTION DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED  

 

4:00p Music & Wor-

ship 

 

8:00p AA 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00p AA  

4 
 

   

     

5 

 

 

 

   

            

 

   

6 
 

 

7 

 

  

               

 

 

  5:00p Worship  

8 
8:30a Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

      

8:00p AA 

10 

  

  

 

  

5:30p Executive 

6:00p Council 

           Meeting 

 

8:00p AA 

 

11 
 

VETERAN’S DAY 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

7:00p Confirmation 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 14 
 

 

  

 

  5:00p Worship  

  

 

15  
 

 

  8:30a Worship  

 

 

 

 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

16 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

8:00p AA 

17 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  8:00p AA 

18 

 

               

           

  

  

 

 

7:00p Confirmation 

Online only  

19 

 
 

 

20 
 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

 

 

21 
  

 

  

   

  5:00p Worship 

 

   

22 

 8:30a Worship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

8:00p AA  

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

8:00p AA 

25 

              

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

26 
Thanksgiving  
 

 

  

27 
 

 

 

 

28 

   

 

 

  

  5:00p Worship  
 
 

29 
 8:30a Worship  

 

 

 

 

 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

30 
 

 

 

 

            

 

 

8:00p AA 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

              

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants 

to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your reg-

ular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual con-

gregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for 

our congregation. Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds 

Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or 

savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 

write out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, 

illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, 

this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupt-

ed basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the 

earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to automate 

contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  

convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive im-

pact on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources are 

consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  

paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on 

any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. The 

trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 50% 

decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offer-

ing, we hope that you will think about the unique connection between finan-

cial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous 

choice. If you have any questions, please contact Gary Cooke at 

312.497.9002 or by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2050 W 1100 N 
Chesterton, IN  46304 


