
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 

www.iksynod.org 

 5:00 pm  Saturday 

 8:30 am    Sunday 

 

Outdoor worship 
weather permitting. 
Indoor and streaming 
available as well. 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 
9:00  AM — 1:00 PM 

Anyone who has ever taken a cruise knows that the 
key to a safe and pleasant voyage is the captain and 
crew. Without them, the ship just sits at the dock. Now 
the ship Bethlehem Lutheran needs some new crew 
members. 

At present, six church council seats are currently 
open.  In November, at our annual congregational 
meeting, we will need to fill these positions to keep our 
crew staffed. Positions coming open are Congrega-
tional President, Congregational Vice-President, Chair 
of Outreach, Chair of Stewardship, and Chair of Chris-
tian Education. According to our constitution, mem-
bers are not elected to specific positions, but will 
choose positions after being elected; specifically, the 
entire council votes for President and Vice President.  
Practically speaking, however, candidates can ex-
press their preference for a particular committee or po-
sition. 

 We know that we all feel “too busy” to take on more 
responsibilities, and there is always something we can 
do with our time, but consider this opportunity as a 
chance to give an offering to Christ’s mission and min-
istry, by offering your time and talents to make that 
mission visible in our community. As we enter into this 
new future, your knowledge, your experience, and, 
particularly, your voice are needed, as we travel into 
new waters for our congregation.  

We ask each of you to prayerfully consider how you 
can be part of our congregation’s future. Ask yourself 
where your gifts and talents might be best put to use in 
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the congregation, and how sharing those gifts is an opportunity to give back to 
God that which God has given us first. As we head toward the future, we need 
you because without a strong and able crew, it is difficult for us to chart a 
course for our Congregation’s future.  

If you are interested in furthering our congregation, please contact Gail Lud-
wig (921-4189) or Judith Peters (464-1223). 

 

Stephen Ministry  

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a Stephen 
minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister involves.  With 
God's help, we are here for you.   

In Christ's love, 
-The Stephen Ministry Team 

Karan Smith 219.926.4324 karansmith2000@comcast.net 
Chad Ogle 219.448.3276 oglechad34@gmail.com 
Judith Peters 219.464.1223 judith.peters@valpo.edu 

 

Amazon 

Do you shop Amazon? Did you know that you can help BLC raise money eve-
ry time you shop on Amazon? Just type in the Amazon Smile link: http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1434622 in the browser address bar before you 
place items in your cart. Amazon will donate a portion of your qualifying pur-
chase directly to BLC. After you log in, you can update your settings to keep 
BLC as your supported charity. You will see that you are supporting BLC on 
your Amazon navigation bar as long as each time you sign in with 
smile.amazon.com instead of www.amazon.com. It’s that easy!  
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Prayer Chain 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

James 5:13-16 says, “are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are 
any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? 
They should call the elders of the church & have them pray over them with oil 
in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick & the Lord will 
raise them & any one who has committed sins will be forgiven.  Therefore 
confess your sins to one another so that you may be healed.” 

Contact Sharon Skalku at 219.926.5348 if you or someone you know is in 
need.  

 
 

Property report September 2020 

We have received the first check from the insurance company for our light-
ning strike.  The council has decided that we need to make repairs to the 
equipment in the sanctuary first so that we can continue streaming our ser-
vice as soon as possible.  We expect work to start on the damaged equip-
ment soon.  The bell tower will be repaired as quickly as we are able once 
the sanctuary electronics are working. 

The furnace for the sanctuary is acting up again. We are hoping to have an 
answer explaining our problem soon. We have air conditioning but not heat. 

We are placing “No Motorized Vehicle” signs  our property to help deter peo-
ple from riding motor bikes on the land behind the building.   

Please remember to only park on the outer side of the circle.  If we pack on 
both sides there is not enough room if we need an emergency vehicle at the 
building. 

Carla Coffman, Property chairman 
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Attention Early Birds 

From 6-7 am every Sunday radio station 98.7 FM features beautiful sacred 
music from all over the world. Choirs, and orchestras present many old 
Christian hymns that are so familiar to us.  

 

Samples and Lids 

Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, toothpaste, and any 
other hygiene samples. Sadly there are those in some facilities who never 
have visitors. They are truly alone. Please keep those items coming! I take 
them to one of the facilities where your donations are really, really appreciat-
ed. These samples are also used as prizes when patients play bingo or bun-
co. 

Thank you also for donating plastic tops! As you collect them you will be sur-
prised how many things have plastic tops! Those tops are used to make 
park benches. Just leave them in the youth room and I will take them to the 
place where they are accepted! Thank you again for your help in recycling 
whatever and whenever we can! 

Evie Edborg 
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each  
other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all that we 
have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, but our prop-
erty. Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and contribute as 
you are able. We no longer have a mortgage balance, praise GOD!  

In order to meet our financial obligations in the operating account, we require 
$16,000.00 per month.  

Our income for August was $25,812.17 
Expenses for August totaled $11,156.14 leaving a net income of $14,665.03 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of August 31, 2020 –  

 

EJ Stock $100.00 Money from the sale of donated 
stock 

Grants $129.88 Money given for community out-
reach 

Leadership Fund $8,050.38  

Facilities Maintenance $18,178.91   

Operating Account $29,971.60 Money from envelopes each week 
that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund $1,443.40 Money used to help people in need 

Savings $25,734.01  

Youth Group $3,463.85 Money earned by the youth 

 
If there are any questions concerning finances, please contact Gary 
Cooke, Treasurer, at finance@blcin.com 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem. 
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies 
given to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to 
be responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on 
your check. 

PAYROLL -------------------------------------------------------------------  8800.00 
BENEVOLENCE -----------------------------------------------------------  300.00 
NIPSCO ----------------------------------------------------------------------  800.00 
STAFF BENEFITS --------------------------------------------------------  3400.00 
TELEPHONE ---------------------------------------------------------------  400.00 
GARBAGE PICK-UP -----------------------------------------------------  110.00 
ADT SECURITY -----------------------------------------------------------  90.00 
MONROE EXTERMINATORS -----------------------------------------  38.00 
WATER /SEWER ----------------------------------------------------------  230.00 
OFFICE SUPPLIES -------------------------------------------------------  250.00 
PAYROLL PREPARATION ---------------------------------------------  104.00 
OFFERING ENVELOPES -----------------------------------------------  65.00 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) --------  300.00 
WORSHIP SUPPLIES ---------------------------------------------------  200.00 
INSURANCE  ---------------------------------------------------------------  600.00 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------------  150.00 
Total --------------------------------------------------------------------  $15,837.00 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Daniel Grayvold - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 
Media Director 
872.222.6867 C 
developer@blcin.com 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

 

The Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that may arise. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@comcast.net  
219.926.2079 H 
219.921.4524 C 

Outreach Committee 
Vacant 
 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
radiohair69@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 

Vice President  
Becky Cole 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219.405.6829 C 

Social Ministry Committee 
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
delsuehall@comcast.net 
219-983-2514 

Secretary 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Carla Coffman 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
stegemandb@comcast.net 
219.728.8471 
 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 
garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
Carla Coffman 
coffmanc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 
 

Finance Chair 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Gail Ludwig 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 
219-921-4139 
 

Christian Education 
Vacant 
 

  Interim Pastor 
Pastor Ruth Popkin 
pastor@blcin.com 
508-450-9860 

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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Households being prayed for in October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing in weekly 

items for the food pantry.  For the month of October we are asking for: 

10-04: toilet paper 

10-11: school snacks or little treats 

10-18: taco mix, meals in a box, or similar items 

10-25: diapers, size 2 & up 

 

The food pantry also needs brown paper bags to package grocery 

items.  

All items must be non-perishable. 

 

 

10-4 10-11 10-18 10-25 

Bennet 
Boyd 
Dilley 

Kemp 
Laeder 
Maya 
Potrzebowski 

Nagel 
Peterson 
Sanchez 

Frieske 
O’Rourke 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  
 

 1 2 3 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

4 
8:30a Worship  

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 
 

5 

8:00p AA 

 

6 

4:00p Music & Wor-

ship Committee 

Meeting 

7 

11:30a Christian Ed 

Committee 

7:00p Confirmation 

8 

 

9 
 

10 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

11 
8:30a Worship  

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

 

12 
8:00p AA 

13 
5:30p Executive 

Committee Meeting 

6:00p Council Meet-

ing 

8:00p AA 

14 

7:00p Confirmation 

15 16 
 

17 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

18 
8:30a Worship  

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

19 
8:00p AA 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

20 
8:00p AA 

21 
7:00p Confirmation 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

25 
8:30a Worship  

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

 

26 
8:00p AA 

27 
8:00p AA 

28 
7:00p Confirmation 

29 
12:00p Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

30 31 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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October Assisting Ministers and Readers 

   

Sat. 10/3   Jean Pass    Kevin Lindstedt 

Sun. 10/4  Coryn Rodriguez   Evie Edborg 

Sat. 10/10  Susan Collins    Bev Stegeman 

Sun. 10/11  Addison Cole    Gail Ludwig 

Sat. 10/17  Lois Fancher    Jeanne Prather 

Sun. 10/18  Judith Peters    Mara Huneryager 

Sat. 10/24  Jean Pass    Jeanne Prather 

Sun. 10/25  Mark Peterson   Susan Collins 

 

Reader Assisting Minister 
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants 

to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your reg-

ular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual con-

gregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for 

our congregation. Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds 

Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or 

savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 

write out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, 

illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, 

this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupt-

ed basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the 

earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to automate 

contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  

convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive im-

pact on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources are 

consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  

paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on 

any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. The 

trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 50% 

decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offer-

ing, we hope that you will think about the unique connection between finan-

cial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous 

choice. If you have any questions, please contact Gary Cooke at 

312.497.9002 or by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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 Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2050 W 1100 N 
Chesterton, IN 46304-9498 


