
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 

www.iksynod.org 

 5:00 pm  Saturday 

 8:30 am    Sunday 

 

Outdoor worship 
weather permitting. 
Indoor and streaming 
available as well. 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 
9:00  AM — 1:00 PM 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ!  

It is so good to finally be with you on an ongoing, reg-
ular basis. We have been waiting for this moment for 
a while, and it feels fantastic that it is finally here. As 
part of the getting to know you phase, I wanted to 
share some more information about myself and my 
family.   

I am a born and raised, cradle Lutheran. My grandfa-
ther was an Augustana Synod/LCA pastor his entire 
career, so you could say that pastoring is the family 
profession. I grew up in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
where my parents and my grandmother, as well as 
other various family members, still reside. I attended 
a Roman Catholic high school, while being a Luther-
an, which was a faith defining experience. 

I moved to Indiana, the first time, when I was 18 and I 
earned my Bachelor of Arts degree in History from 
Valparaiso University. While I was there, my assigned 
pastoral pre-seminary mentor was your former pas-
tor, Pr. Jane Aicher; it is a small world, isn’t it? After 
college, I moved to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania to at-
tend the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettys-
burg (now United Lutheran Seminary). I graduated 
with my Master of Divinity degree in 2013. 

As a part of my required seminary education, I served 
a one-year practical internship at an ELCA congrega-
tion in Fredericksburg, Virginia, where I also served 
part-time as the Lutheran chaplain at a joint Lutheran-
Episcopal campus ministry, during the 2011-2012 ac-
ademic year. During my time in Virginia, I met my 
husband Alex. 



2  

 

Alex and I were married in 2013, at my home congregation in Worcester, MA. 
We lived in Virginia for a year, while I waited for my first call to a congregation, 
and on June 15, 2014, I was called to serve Salem Lutheran Church of Hitter-
dal, Minnesota. During my time at Salem, I was honored with the privilege of 
attending Churchwide Assembly in 2016, and I gave birth to Alex’s and my 
son, David. 

I served Salem, as their solo pastor, for 3.5 years, before deciding it was time 
to move back to where I truly felt at home, Indiana. I was called to serve as 
pastor to St. Luke United Lutheran Church on January 14, 2018 and began 
my work there April 2, 2018. 

My husband and I, along with our son David and our 10-year-old dog Daisy, 
who is a Chi-Spaniel (Cocker Spaniel/Chihuahua mix), live on the Westville 
side of LaPorte, just off of highway 2. Alex works for a company called FBS, 
which developed and runs FlexMLS, a computer program for real estate 
agents. He began work for FBS when we lived in Fargo, ND, but has contin-
ued to work for them, as a remote member of the staff, since our move to Indi-
ana. David, at this time, attends daycare in Westville and Daisy diligently 
guards the house from the comfort of her perch, on the couch. 

While our families might be farther away, in Massachusetts and Lexington, 
Kentucky respectively, we have a large family choice right around the corner 
from us. The Radke family, of Radke Orchards on 200 N in Michigan City, is 
our what we call our “local family”. My family and the Radkes have been close 
since the 70s, and so we are the unofficially adopted kids and grandkid. Dur-
ing the fall, you will often find Alex, David, and I over helping at the orchard, on 
weekends, whether in the donut hut or in the salesroom. (The orchard opens 
on September 5 at 8am this year, so if you are looking for great apples, and a 
fabulous low-key afternoon in the country, come on by). 

During our downtime, Alex and I enjoy playing board games, traveling, and 
gardening. On my own, I am an avid scrapbooker and aficionado of all things 
Disney. David enjoys his wood trains, trucks and cars of all sizes, and having 
Mommy and Daddy read to him as many books as he can convince us to at 
any given time. 

Again, I look forward to getting to know you all soon, and I look forward to 
many good years of ministry together. 

In Christ, 

+Pr. Ruth Popkin 
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Property Report 

Update on lightning strike: To date we have received insurance estimates 
from Verdin (the bell company)  and  Advanced Communications (repairing 
and replacing equipment in the sound booth). 

Verdin estimate        $17,542.00 

Advanced Com.         $9,589.00 

We are still getting an estimate from Ellis Electric and the cost for any electri-
cal work that needs to be done.   

Carla Coffman, Property chairman 

 

Stephen Ministry  

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a Stephen 
minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister in-
volves.  With God's help, we are here for you.   

In Christ's love, 
-The Stephen Ministry Team 

Karan Smith 219.926.4324 karansmith2000@comcast.net 
Chad Ogle 219.448.3276 oglechad34@gmail.com 
Judith Peters 219.464.1223 judith.peters@valpo.edu 

 

Amazon 

Do you shop Amazon? Did you know that you can help BLC raise money 
every time you shop on Amazon? Just type in the Amazon Smile link: http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1434622 in the browser address bar before you 
place items in your cart. Amazon will donate a portion of your qualifying pur-
chase directly to BLC. After you log in, you can update your settings to keep 
BLC as your supported charity. You will see that you are supporting BLC on 
your Amazon navigation bar as long as each time you sign in with 
smile.amazon.com instead of www.amazon.com. It’s that easy!  
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Prayer Chain 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

James 5:13-16 says, “are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They 
should call the elders of the church & have them pray over them with oil in the 
name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick & the Lord will raise them 
& any one who has committed sins will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your 
sins to one another so that you may be healed.” 

Contact Sharon Skalku at 219.926.5348 if you or someone you know is in need.  

 
Food Pantry Support 

 
Dear Congregation, 
We would like to thank the members of Bethlehem for their support of the com-
munity food pantry for the past several years. These donations have been food 
and paper items, as well as financial support. Even during the pandemic, contri-
butions flowed in. 
  
Lately however, there has been a decline in offerings. It is very safe to drop 
items off at Bethlehem. Simply go in the East door of the church and into the 
hallway directly outside the office where you will find two baskets. The office is 
open week days from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  (Wave at Katie through the 
glass) 
  
Especially during this pandemic when families may have less income, we need 
to be diligent in our giving. We took over planning and delivery of food items 
about a year and a half ago.  Previously Bea and Skip Beyer were our faithful 
servants, dedicated to this mission of our church.  Let’s honor Bea’s memory by 
keeping up this needed community service. 
  
Thank you, 
Beverly and Guy Nipper 
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Rebuilding Together Duneland 
 

Dear fellow members of Bethlehem, 
During this time of uncertainty, we have the opportunity to reach out to others 
in our community through the Rebuilding Together Duneland. Many of you 
have participated in this volunteer activity before.  This year it will take place 
on Sunday, Oct. 3. 

Because of Covid, the procedures will be different this year. According to the 
Chesterton Tribune, volunteer activities will be outdoors at various community 
sites including the Chesterton Art Center, Coffee Creek Watershed , 4th Street 
Theater, Coffee Creek Park, Town of Porter Hawthorne Park, and the Art Barn 
School of Art. Volunteers may choose which site they prefer to serve. 

For additional protection, volunteers will report directly to their chosen site. In-
dividually wrapped lunches, snacks and water will be delivered to the site for 
volunteers. Rebuilding Together Duneland masks will be provided for all vol-
unteers when social-distancing is not possible. 

If you are interested in joining this loving endeavor, please contact either Guy 
Nipper at 728-1784 or Gail Ludwig at 921-4189. Volunteers will be asked to fill 
out an interest survey at bit.ly/RTD103 to plan the activities. Please think 
about this great opportunity to share God’s love. 
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Attention Early Birds 

From 6-7 am every Sunday radio station 98.7 FM features beautiful sacred 
music from all over the world. Choirs, and orchestras present many old 
Christian hymns that are so familiar to us.  

 

Samples and Lids 

Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, toothpaste, and any 
other hygiene samples. Sadly there are those in some facilities who never 
have visitors. They are truly alone. Please keep those items coming! I take 
them to one of the facilities where your donations are really, really appreciat-
ed. These samples are also used as prizes when patients play bingo or bun-
co. 

Thank you also for donating plastic tops! As you collect them you will be sur-
prised how many things have plastic tops! Those tops are used to make 
park benches. Just leave them in the youth room and I will take them to the 
place where they are accepted! Thank you again for your help in recycling 
whatever and whenever we can! 

Evie Edborg 
 
 

Housekeeper Wanted 
 

Looking for a housekeeper 5-6 hours per month. Call Susan 219.381.4767. 
Thank you! 
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each  
other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all that we 
have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, but our prop-
erty. Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and contribute as 
you are able. We no longer have a mortgage balance, praise GOD!  

In order to meet our financial obligations in the operating account, we require 
$16,000.00 per month.  

Our income for JULY was $9,507.93. 
Expenses for July totaled $9,404.10 leaving a net income of $103.83 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of July 31, 2020 –  

 

EJ Stock $100.00 Money from the sale of donated 
stock 

Grants $129.88 Money given for community out-
reach 

Leadership Fund $8,050.38  

Facilities Maintenance $13,133.91   

Operating Account $20,245.33 Money from envelopes each week 
that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund $1,443.40 Money used to help people in need 

Savings $25,317.92  

Youth Group $3,463.85 Money earned by the youth 

 
If there are any questions concerning finances, please contact Gary 
Cooke, Treasurer, at finance@blcin.com 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem. 
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies 
given to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to 
be responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on 
your check. 

PAYROLL -------------------------------------------------------------------  8800.00 
BENEVOLENCE -----------------------------------------------------------  300.00 
NIPSCO ----------------------------------------------------------------------  800.00 
STAFF BENEFITS --------------------------------------------------------  3400.00 
TELEPHONE ---------------------------------------------------------------  400.00 
GARBAGE PICK-UP -----------------------------------------------------  110.00 
ADT SECURITY -----------------------------------------------------------  90.00 
MONROE EXTERMINATORS -----------------------------------------  38.00 
WATER /SEWER ----------------------------------------------------------  230.00 
OFFICE SUPPLIES -------------------------------------------------------  250.00 
PAYROLL PREPARATION ---------------------------------------------  104.00 
OFFERING ENVELOPES -----------------------------------------------  65.00 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) --------  300.00 
WORSHIP SUPPLIES ---------------------------------------------------  200.00 
INSURANCE  ---------------------------------------------------------------  600.00 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------------  150.00 
Total --------------------------------------------------------------------  $15,837.00 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Daniel Grayvold - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 
Media Director 
872.222.6867 C 
developer@blcin.com 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

 

The Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that may arise. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@comcast.net  
219.926.2079 H 
219.921.4524 C 

Outreach Committee 
Vacant 
 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
radiohair69@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 

Vice President  
Becky Cole 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219.405.6829 C 

Social Ministry Committee 
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
delsuehall@comcast.net 
219-983-2514 

Secretary 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Carla Coffman 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
stegemandb@comcast.net 
219.728.8471 
 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 
garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
Carla Coffman 
coffmanc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 
 

Finance Chair 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Gail Ludwig 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 
219-921-4139 
 

Christian Education 
Vacant 
 

  Interim Pastor 
Pastor Ruth Popkin 
pastor@stlukeunitedlutheranmc.org 
508-450-9860 

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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Households being prayed for in September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing in weekly 

items for the food pantry.  For the month of September we are asking 

for: 

9-6: Gluten free products 

9-13: Ramen & baked beans 

9-20: Kidney & chili beans 

9-27: Cereal 

 

The food pantry also needs brown paper bags to package grocery 

items.  

All items must be non-perishable. 

 

 

9-6 9-13 9-20 9-27 

Gaston 
Tegt 

Christian 
Klaiber 
Klaiber-Christian 
 

Reitz 
Sabinske 
Urbon 
Wilson 

Orlich 
Pratt 
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Church Council Meeting Highlights 

January 2020: the church is switching to Quick Books for accounting purpos-
es. In order to establish a voting member roster, the church secretary is keep-
ing track of those who have attended, communed and made a monetary contri-
bution (amount remains confidential). Treasurer’s Report- the 2019 yearend fi-
nancial reports and stated 2019 finished without a deficit. Pastor’s Report- 
Pastor Kost wanted youth members to receive envelopes and will send out a 
letter to their parents. Property Committee -there are still problems with two fur-
naces, being addressed with Seasonal and hope to have them repaired soon. 
Social Committee-November and December, three rides were provided to 
members. At Thanksgiving, nineteen food baskets were provided. In Decem-
ber, the congregation provided two food baskets, twenty-five Christmas pre-
sents for children Letters of resignation from Mrs. Bea Beyer and Ms.Evie 
Edborg as church council members were accepted. Mr. Guy Nipper was elect-
ed to serve as the reporting successor to the church council for the Social 
Committee. 

 

February 2020: Treasurer’s Report- accounting system has been successfully 
 changed to Quick Books. Monthly and quarterly reports will now be produced. 
Employees will now complete time logs. Pastor Report- Pastor Kost and Ms. 
Susan Collins attended a ‘growing Young ‘ workshop at synod at Indianapolis, 
IN. Property- Carrier sent the wrong sensor for the large furnace and correct 
one will sent and programmed. Christian Education-vacation bible school and 
a superintendant for Sunday School were discussed. 

 

March 2020: Property Committee- There is still problems with furnaces shut-
ting down due to inadequate air flow for cooling. Social Committee- Two rides 
were provided to individuals for doctor appointments, three get well cards were 
mailed, alter flowers were taken to Mrs. Rita Hayes at her nursing home and 
food from the Food Pantry was picked-up and delivered to one non-member. 
Live Streaming- Mrs. Cole reported that will be a live face book telecast for the 
March 15, 2020 Sunday morning service. 

  

April 2020: the council approved to apply for the federal government, not-for-
profit PPP loan to cover salaries during the COVID-19 virus.  Pastor’s Report- 
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The money was used trough June 2020 at which time the find was de-
pleted. From a report previously e-mailed to all council members, Pas-
tor reported: that part of our services from Google, we have access to 
Google Meet at no charge but doesn’t know for how long; letter to the 
youth informing them they will be receiving offering envelopes was sent 
mid-March and  the 2020 Synod Assembly has been canceled. 

Property- An individual has volunteered to pay for a camera to im-
prove the quality of the face book telecast for the Sunday morning 
services.  

Change of Pastor’s compensation. Do to protico and mileage chang-
es change Pastor Kost’s compensation was changed from 
$42,061.00 to $58,538.00. 

There are eight groups phoning senior members to touch base and 
inquiring if they need any assistance. How can we help others in 
need?  Pastor’s Special Fund is for this purpose. Call Committee: 
Mrs. Cole reported she and Mrs. Fancher met at St. Luke’s  United 
Lutheran Church, Michigan City, IN with their Executive Council and 
Pastor. St. Luke’s can’t afford a full-time pastor. Exploring shared 
pastor with them.   

 

June 2020: Pastor’s Report:- Pastor Kost reported: Ben VanWagner, 
Jordan Huneryager, Lilly Figoloah, Avery Tegt, Shea Ogle and Paige 
Hancock have completed their second year of confirmation. A service 
date with their confirmation has yet to be determined. Worship Commit-
tee- discussed weather permitting, having Saturday services outside 
and only streaming Sunday services. Outside services, attendees can 
bring their own chairs to maintain social distancing. An in-person wor-
ship survey starting June 27-28, 2020 was sent out for congregational 
input. There were only 35 responses. 25.7% should not meet at all; 
31.4% meet outdoors and 34.3% meet indoors with restrictions such as 
required facemasks, seating arranged according to social distancing, 
no/limited singing of hymns/verbal responses, multiple hand sanitizer 
locations, frequent disinfection of touch surfaces, pre-packaged com-
munion kits and no shared worship materials. New Business- Hall rent-
al: extra surcharge of $100.00 for disinfecting of tables, chairs, kitchen 
counters, etc. There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive July 9, 2020.  Four 



13  

 

 

volunteers are needed 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Pastor John Kost present-
ed his letter of resignation which was accepted and approved. 

 

June 2020 Special Church Council Meeting; the synod has as-
signed Pastor Ruth Popkin of St. Luke’s United Lutheran Church; Michi-
gan City, IN as Bethlehem’s Pastor of Record beginning July 1, 2020. A 
pastor of record is required to conduct church council and congrega-
tional meetings. The church council proceeded to consider Pastor Ruth 
Popkin as our interim pastor, to appoint Mrs. Bev Stegeman, Mrs. 
Becky Cole and Ms. Susan Collins as our Logistics Committee and Mr. 
Gary Cooke II and Mrs. Marlene Knapp as our Finance Committee to 
meet with the same committees at St. Luke United Lutheran Church; 
Michigan City, IN to start the process of possibly sharing Pastor Ruth 
Popkin between congregations, Mrs. Karen Andershock’s resignation 
as church custodian was accepted. Depending upon the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the council looked at restarting in person services in July 2020. 
Consensus is out-of-doors only. 

 

July 2020; Treasurer- If the PPE loan if accepted will become a grant. A 
gift of $14,254.08 was received and put into savings. If this gift wasn’t 
received, the would have been in a negative cash flow for June 2020. 
Property- still working on getting the windows/roof repaired, one mower 
repaired and ADT cameras in hallway and finance office were not re-
cording activity.  Sr. Members Calling- if the senior members calling 
team should continue calling do to some team members and members 
being called don’t want to participate. It was decided to contact mem-
bers on the calling lists to see if they still would like to be contacted. Va-
cation Bible School- the synod has prepared a families program which 
is available electronically, at no charge and possibly combining St. Luke 
United Lutheran Church; Michigan City, IN and Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church; Chesterton, IN. Mrs. Karen Andershock’s letter of resignation 
as church custodian was rescinded. 

New Business- Pastor of Record- The synod has appointed Pastor Ruth 
Popkin as Bethlehem Lutheran Church; Chesterton, IN Pastor of Rec-
ord starting July 1, 2020. Compensation is $300.00 monthly plus mile-
age. A Pastor of record is required in order to conduct council and con-
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gregational meetings. Pastor Popkin is willing to be available for family emer-
gencies. New Continuing Resolutions- two new continuing resolutions were 
added and approved to comply with synod requirements and Indiana state 
laws: 1.That this congregation may hold meetings by remote communication, 
including electronically and by telephone conference, as long as there is an 
opportunity for simultaneous aural communication.  To the extent permitted 
by state law, notice of all meetings may be provided electronically. 2: That the 
Congregational Council and its committees may hold meetings by remote 
communication, including electronically and telephone conference and, to the 
extent permitted by state law, notice of all meetings may be provided elec-
tronically. Recommendations from the both the Logistics and Finance Com-
mittees proposed by Bethlehem Lutheran Church; Chesterton, IN and by St. 
Luke United Lutheran Church; Michigan City IN were accepted and will be 
presented at the a special congregational meeting to be held August 9, 2020. 
Should Pastor Ruth Popkin be elected as Bethlehem Lutheran Church; Ches-
terton, IN interim pastor, there will be a 50/50 split between congregations 
and a monthly invoice will be sent by St. Luke United Lutheran Church; Trail 
Creek, IN.  Estimated yearly salary by both congregations is $40,351.25 In 
the event a shared ministry is an agreed upon, both congregation will main-
tain separate accounting books.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 1 
4:00p Music & Wor-

ship Committee 

Meeting 

2 3 4 5 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

6 
8:30a Worship  

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 
 

7 

8:00p AA 

Labor Day  
Office Closed 

8 

5:30p Executive 

Committee Meeting 

6:00p Council Meet-

ing 

8:00p AA 

9 

7:00p Confirmation 

10 

 

11 
 

12 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

13 
8:30a Worship  

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

 

14 
8:00p AA 

15 
8:00p AA 

16 

 

17 18 
 

19 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

20 
8:30a Worship  

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

21 
8:00p AA 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

22 
8:00p AA 

23 24 
 

25 
 

26 
5:00p Evening 
Worship 

27 
8:30a Worship  

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

 

28 
8:00p AA 

29 
8:00p AA 

30    

For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

September Calendar 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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September Assisting Ministers and Readers 

   

Sat. 9/5    Jean Pass    Kevin Lindstedt 

Sun. 9/6   Addison Cole    Evie Edborg 

Sat. 9/12  Jean Pass    Jeanne Prather 

Sun. 9/13  Judith Peters    Susan Collins 

Sat. 9/19  Abri Rodriguez   Kevin Lindstedt 

Sun. 9/20  Mark Peters    Gail Ludwig 

Sat. 9/26  Addison Cole    Jeanne Prather 

Sun. 9/27  Susan Collins    Mara Huneryager 

 

Reader Assisting Minister 
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants 

to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your reg-

ular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual con-

gregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for 

our congregation. Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds 

Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or 

savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 

write out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, 

illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, 

this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupt-

ed basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the 

earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to automate 

contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  

convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive im-

pact on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources are 

consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  

paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on 

any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. The 

trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 50% 

decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offer-

ing, we hope that you will think about the unique connection between finan-

cial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous 

choice. If you have any questions, please contact Gary Cooke at 

312.497.9002 or by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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