
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 

www.iksynod.org 

 5:30 pm  Saturday 

 9:00 am    Sunday 
 
10:15 am  Sunday 
    School 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 
9:00  AM — 1:00 PM 

Dear Congregation: 

This past Sunday you heard a message about some 
of the things that are going on with the potential 
Shared Ministry.  The Call Committee along with 
members of the council have been meeting with St. 
Luke's Church in Michigan City to continue to discuss 
the possibility of the Shared Ministry.  We are being 
guided by Synod representatives.  Both Pastor Nancy 
Nyland and Pastor Heather Apel have been part of 
the discussions.  With the resignation of Pastor John, 
the door has been opened to have Pastor Ruth of St. 
Luke's serve as our interim pastor.  While Pastor Ruth 
leads us over the coming months we will also contin-
ue with the call process as we will still need to follow 
through regardless of the status.  The Call Committee 
is in the process of finalizing our Site Profile for the 
Synod and our intent is to present this to the council 
on July 14th at the Council Meeting for a vote.  This 
will allow us to formally submit our Site Profile to the 
Synod.  In the meantime, a sub committee is working 
with members from St. Luke's to research and dis-
cuss options for a shared ministry.  Another sub com-
mittee is working on what the financial options would 
be.  In the end, our goal would be to present what the 
whole picture would look like for Bethlehem and St. 
Luke's to share a pastor, share a ministry and share a 
mission.  Please understand that we still have a ways 
to go AND also know that YOU as members of Beth-
lehem will have to vote on this.  I personally believe 
that all that has transpired in the past month has been 
a message from God to keep our hearts and minds 
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opened to these discussions.  I believe that God will lead us to our new shepherd 
and our new shepherd to us.  Please continue to pray for the Call Committee, the 
Council and our brothers and sisters in Christ at Bethlehem as well as St. Luke's.  
I urge you to tune in to the worship services as Pastor Ruth begins to deliver the 
Word of our Lord and prayerfully consider all that is to come! 

Great things are coming in the name of our Lord!  God's Peace to you all!   

Audra 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Call Committee 

 

 

 

 

Information from your council 
 

Pastor John Kost will end being our Interim Pastor on June 30th We thank him for 
the time he has been serving Bethlehem--- especially with the confirmation class 
and his great sermons. Wishing him well in his future. The Indiana/Kentucky Syn-
od had appointed Pr. Ruth Popkin of St. Luke’s, Michigan City as our Pastor of 
Record. She will be with us at our council meetings on Zoom or in person and 
available to the congregation members for emergencies. Please call the church 
office if you have an emergency and if the office closed her contact information is 
508.450.9860 and her email pastor@stlukeunitedlutheranmc.org We are also ex-
ploring with the Synod to have Pr. Popkin as our next Interim Minister while the 
Call process for a Full Time Minister we share is completed. 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 

We have been asked to join St Luke’s Lutheran church of Michigan City in their 
virtual VBS. This curriculum is a program Pr. Ruth Popkin developed while attend-
ing Valpo U. A box will be given to each student involved and will contain many 
things-- Crafts, CD Music, Coloring Pages and Games. There is no cost to partici-
pate in the program. We will have more details soon but if interested please call 
the church office now so we have an idea of how many student boxes are needed. 
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Stephen Ministry  

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a Stephen 
minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister involves.  With 
God's help, we are here for you.   

In Christ's love, 
-The Stephen Ministry Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon 

Do you shop Amazon? Did you know that you can help BLC raise money every 
time you shop on Amazon? Just type in the Amazon Smile link: http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1434622 in the browser address bar before you place 
items in your cart. Amazon will donate a portion of your qualifying purchase di-
rectly to BLC. After you log in, you can update your settings to keep BLC as your 
supported charity. You will see that you are supporting BLC on your Amazon 
navigation bar as long as each time you sign in with smile.amazon.com instead 
of www.amazon.com. It’s that easy!  

 

Prayer Chain 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

James 5:13-16 says, “are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They 
should call the elders of the church & have them pray over them with oil in the 
name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick & the Lord will raise them 
& any one who has committed sins will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins 
to one another so that you may be healed.” 

Contact Sharon Skalku at 219.926.5348 if you or someone you know is in need.  

Karan Smith karansmith2000@comcast.net 219.926.4324 

Bea Beyer beabeyer2@frontier.com 219.771.9977 

Chad Ogle oglechad34@gmail.com 219.448.3276 

Judith Peters judith.peters@valpo.edu 219.464.1223 
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Attention Early Birds 

From 6-7 am every Sunday radio station 98.7 FM features beautiful sacred music 
from all over the world. Choirs, and orchestras present many old Christian hymns 
that are so familiar to us.  

Evie Edborg 

 

Samples and Lids 

Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, toothpaste, and any other 
hygiene samples. Sadly there are those in some facilities who never have visitors. 
They are truly alone. Please keep those items coming! I take them to one of the 
facilities where your donations are really, really appreciated. These samples are 
also used as prizes when patients play bingo or bunco. 

Thank you also for donating plastic tops! As you collect them you will be surprised 
how many things have plastic tops! Those tops are used to make park benches. 
Just leave them in the youth room and I will take them to the place where they are 
accepted! 

Thank you again for your help in recycling whatever and whenever we can!  

Evie Edborg 

 

 

Food Pantry 
 

Food Pantry donations continue to be collected. You may drop them off during 
office hours (M-F, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.). The donation box in the hallway near the 
office door. Thanks for your continued support of those who are most severely 
affected by this pandemic. 



5  

 

Dear Bethlehem Family, 

    How can my family and I thank you all enough for your loving care, encour-

agement, and prayers for Howard over the years--the fifteen years that he has 

battled cancer.  The love that has come to him from our congregation has 

been such a strong support for him and has come in so many forms--visits, 

calls, goodies, and especially prayers. 

   Last Fall when I casually mentioned to just one individual person in our 

church that Howard's nutritionist had said he needed calories--lots of calories-

-and it didn't matter where they came from, suddenly a flood of sweets was re-

leased that almost drowned him!  Especially the Snickers bars!  For weeks he 

was handed some delicious treat or other as we left church on Sunday morn-

ings.  And of course he obediently ate them with joy and gratitude!  

    Meals were brought to our door;  a phone call would offer support and a de-

lightful chat;  hugs and handshakes (back when they were allowed) abounded.  

What a wonderful lifting up of God-inspired love!   

   But best of all--the prayers.  You have prayed faithfully for him day after day 

for all these years, and the strength and love of those prayers could truly be 

felt.  One morning up in Chicago when Howard and I were walking from the 

parking garage to the hospital where he would have surgery that day, we 

walked near the lake, and we both said we actually could feel Bethlehem's 

prayers warting toward us over the lake and wrapping us in love and support. 

    Know, each of you, that you are the heart and soul of our church, and that 

as a family together, you brought joy, love, strength and peace to your brother, 

Howard. 

                                       In God's love, Judith Peters and Family 
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each  
other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all that 
we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, but our 
property. Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and contrib-
ute as you are able. We no longer have a mortgage balance, praise GOD! In 
order to meet our financial obligations in the operating account, we require 
$16,000.00 per month.  

Our income for MAY was $16,698.70 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of May 30–  

 

EJ Stock $100.00 Money from the sale of donated 
stock 

Grants $129.88 Money given for community out-
reach 

Leadership Fund $8,050.38  

Facilities Maintenance $9,027.46   

Operating Account $25,439.43 Money from envelopes each week 
that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund $2,487.73 Money used to help people in need 

Savings $10,322.08  

Youth Group $3,403.85 Money earned by the youth 

 
If there are any questions concerning finances, please contact Gary 
Cooke, Treasurer, at finance@blcin.com 



7  

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

 
Thursday, July 9, 2020 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 
 

Location: Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

2050 W. 1100 N. 
Chesterton, IN 46304 

 
Give the gift of LIFE!!! 

Get your free COVID antibody test! 

 
 

For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org 

Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

Feel free to email Audra: pete1107@comcast.net  

to schedule a time as well 

mailto:pete1107@comcast.net
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A heartfelt thank you to all who have already mailed, dropped off, or 
electronically submitted their regular offering to Bethlehem Lutheran. The 
expenses of maintaining the church do not change no matter the changes 
affecting our current interactions with the physical building. We continue to 
pay our usual bills and will continue operations in whatever different and  
creative ways we must. If you’ve not signed up for electronic giving, now 
might be a great time to try it out! As always, you can contact the office or me 
with any questions. Thank you. 
Blessings, 
Gary Cooke  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem. 
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies giv-
en to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be 
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your 
check. 

PAYROLL ------------------------------------------------------------------  8800.00 
BENEVOLENCE ----------------------------------------------------------  300.00 
NIPSCO ---------------------------------------------------------------------  800.00 
STAFF BENEFITS -------------------------------------------------------  3400.00 
TELEPHONE --------------------------------------------------------------  400.00 
GARBAGE PICK-UP -----------------------------------------------------  110.00 
ADT SECURITY ----------------------------------------------------------  90.00 
MONROE EXTERMINATORS ----------------------------------------  38.00 
WATER /SEWER ---------------------------------------------------------  230.00 
OFFICE SUPPLIES ------------------------------------------------------  250.00 
PAYROLL PREPARATION --------------------------------------------  104.00 
OFFERING ENVELOPES ----------------------------------------------  65.00 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) -------  300.00 
WORSHIP SUPPLIES ---------------------------------------------------  200.00 
INSURANCE  --------------------------------------------------------------  600.00 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES ------------------------------  150.00 
Total -------------------------------------------------------------------  $15,837.00 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Daniel Grayvold - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 
Media Director 
872.222.6867 C 
developer@blcin.com 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

 

The Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that may arise. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@comcast.net  
219.926.2079 H 
219.921.4524 C 

Outreach Committee 
Vacant 
 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
radiohair69@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 

Vice President  
Becky Cole 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219.405.6829 C 

Social Ministry Committee 
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
delsuehall@comcast.net 
219-983-2514 

Secretary 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Carla Coffman 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
stegemandb@comcast.net 
219.728.8471 
 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 
garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
Carla Coffman 
coffmanc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 
 

Finance Chair 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Gail Ludwig 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 
219-921-4139 
 

Christian Education 
Vacant 
 

   

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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Households being prayed for in June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing in weekly 

items for the food pantry.  For the month of  

June we are asking for: 

7-5: Cereal and Pop-Tarts 

7-12: Toilet paper 

7-19: Soup and crackers or cookies 

7-26: Mac & Cheese, Rice-a-Roni, box meals 

 

All items must be non-perishable. 

 

Women's Fellowship of Bethlehem 

I would like to thank Pr. John Kost for being encouraging with the reor-
ganization of our church ladies gatherings.  
Since Covid-19 we haven’t been able to gather. Maybe in the “new nor-
mal” we will be able to find a way to regroup. Thank you to the 18 wom-
en who attended our past lunch gathering. 
Best of luck to Pr. John, enjoy retirement, and thanks to everyone who 
has supported us.  
-Helen Sabinske  

7-5 7-12 7-19 7-26 

Figolah 
Smith 

Leasure 
Smith 
 

Stegeman 
Van Wagner 

Peterson 
Yurconic 
Zimnawoda 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  1 
 

2 3 
Church Office 

Closed 

4 
Independence 
Day 

5 
9:00a Worship Live 

stream 

blcin.com/live 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

6 

5:00p Music & 

Worship Committee 

Meeting 

8:00p AA 

7 

8:00p AA 

8 

 

9 

 

10 
 

11 

12 
9:00a Worship  

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

13 
8:00p AA 

14 
5:30p Executive 

Committee Meeting 

6:00p Council Meet-

ing 

8:00p AA 

15 

 

16 17 
 

18 

19 
9:00a Worship  

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

20 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
8:00p AA 

21 
8:00p AA 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 

26 
9:00a Worship 

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

27 
8:00p AA 

28 
8:00p AA 

29 30 31  

For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

July Calendar 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to 

remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular 

weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congrega-

tion members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our con-

gregation. Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is 

used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account 

to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write 

out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, 

or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, this pro-

gram will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the 

earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to automate 

contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  

convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact 

on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources are con-

sumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  

paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on 

any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. The 

trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 50% 

decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, 

we hope that you will think about the unique connection between financial 

stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. 

If you have any questions, please contact Gary Cooke at 312.497.9002 or 

by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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We had 36 responses to the recent survey about in-person worship. The 

original survey was asking about the possibility of holding an outdoor service 

on June 27th. While this did not happen, we still received valuable responses 

about the types of interventions would make people more comfortable when 

we are able to resume worshiping together in-person. 

Responses to In-Person Worship Survey 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2050 W 1100 N 
Chesterton, IN 46304-9498 


