
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 

www.iksynod.org 

 5:30 pm  Saturday 

 9:00 am    Sunday 
 
10:15 am  Sunday 
    School 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 
9:00  AM — 1:00 PM 

Maintaining Balance 
In this unprecedented time of Covid-19 it is im-
portant to seek out balance in our daily life. It will be 
a new balance because our internal scales are top-
sy-turvy. There are many good articles on self-care 
during the pandemic and after. You can refer to 
these online. 
 

Things We Can Do 
• We can start by maintaining healthy eating and 

sleeping habits.  
• Go out on the deck or porch, weather permitting. 

Take in some deep breaths and stretch. 
• Ask for help if you are having problems. It takes a 

wise and courageous person to acknowledge 
when they need assistance. Remember, no one 
can read your mind! 

• Keep in contact with others. Don’t wait for others 
to call you, call them or send a card or email. 

• Be empathetic in you interactions with others. Re-
member that they are doing the BEST they can do 
today. 

• Set up some time just to take care of yourself! 
You are worth it.  

• Attempt something new instead of worrying about 
Covid-19. I would suggest going to YouTube and 
looking up “Guided Mindfulness Meditation”. Pick 
a meditation for relieving stress, anxiety or im-
proving sleep. If you have never done meditation 
start with the three or five minute selections. Like 
many activities it takes practice and an open 
mind.  

• As Christians we are very fortunate to have our 
faith to turn to in times of trouble. Research shows 
that people of faith have a higher level of peace 
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and serenity. Pray for peace and guidance asking for God’s will to be done no 
matter what our petition is seeking. 

• Each night, gather your worries and write them down on a piece of paper, set 
them on your nightstand or dresser. Prayerfully turn these over to God to take 
care of. If these concerns creep into your thoughts, remind yourself that there 
is nothing you can do about these during the night. When you wake, review 
your list and start a new list of the things you can take care of that day. Those 
you have no control over, again turn them over to God. Go to your favorite 
comforting hymn and either sing it or read it out loud. Mine would be, “What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus” or “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”! 

• Wear your mask, keep a safe distance, and stay away from crowds. 
 
Keep your thoughts positive, your actions kind and loving, your words gentle 
and encouraging. Count the gifts and love that you receive daily, no matter how 
great or small. Take inventory of your skills and tools and use them to give to 
others and yourself in order to come through this experience with a fuller aware-
ness of how we can be of service to our God, the World, and ourselves. Pray for 
strength, wisdom, and guidance in all you do now and in the future. 
 
We are never alone. We have God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit with us at all times. We all know for sure that, “This too shall pass.” 
 
-Reynold Wolter 

 
 

-COVID-19 and Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 
 

Worship continues to be streamed LIVE… 
We continue to live stream worship on Sunday mornings at 9am via YouTube.  
You can worship at https://blcin.com/live or you can go to https://blcin.com/ and 
click on the “Go To Stream” button. As always, please contact the church office 
with any questions or suggestions! 
 

Unable to view the Live Stream… 
For those who cannot receive the live stream of worship, a print copy including 
the sermon can be received via US Mail simply by the asking.  Call the church 

office to request a print copy be sent to you each week. 
 

Holy Communion offered monthly: 
For the duration of the time we are unable to gather in place for worship, Holy 
Communion will be made available on the last Sunday of each month.  For those 
who are unable to get to the church that morning if you will inform the church 
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office the sacrament will be brought to you. For those who can get out, the sac-
rament will be available for “drive-up” between 10:15 and 10:45 that Sunday 
morning.  Contact the office for more information. 
 

If you have need of pastoral care: 
A reminder that Pr. John is always available for pastoral needs – even in this 
time of quarantine.  He may not be able to visit you in person but he can cer-
tainly visit via the phone, text or email.  So, please call or text him at 219-649-
1426  or email (pastor@blcin.com) if you have any need for pastoral care. 
 

Offerings needed! 
Thank you for contributing to the ministry of this congregation. It is your offer-
ings that make it possible for continued worship and other ministries during this 
pandemic. If you are not aware of how you may contribute, you may send a 
check through the mail to the church or sign up for Tithely on the church 
webpage. THANK YOU! 
 

Food Pantry continues… 
Food Pantry donations continue to be received. You may drop them off during 
office hours (M-F, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.). The donation box in the hallway near the 
office door. Thanks for your continued support of those who are most severely 
affected by this pandemic. 
 
And as always, continue to be in prayer. 
 

 
Father’s Day blessing 

 
At the end of worship on Father’s Day, June 21, there will be a time for children 
to bless their fathers.  Plan to offer this blessing to your father.  If you do not re-
side in the same house, plan to get dad on the phone that morning to pray the 
blessing for him in that way! 
 
 

Bible Study online or on the phone 
 
Bible studies are meeting via Google Meet or a phone, studying the Gospel of 
Matthew. To participate, you must have an access code that changes with each 
meeting.  To join, simply let Pr John know of your interest and he will send you 
that link. 



4  

 

Pastor’s Article 

June marks a little clearer turning point in the Church calendar this year than oth-
ers.  Pentecost fell on the last Sunday in May and Holy Trinity Sunday, the first 
Sunday of the season after Pentecost, occurs on the first Sunday in June.  So, our 
focus within worship changes from the resurrection/ascension of our Lord to the 
work of the Spirit in the world this month. 

This June also marks a turning point in most our country.  From the beginning of 
May to the end of June, most states will have entered “Phase 3” in the Corona Vi-
rus response.  As a nation we will transition from isolation to the “new normal” of 
living life together during a pandemic.  Life will be different from now on.  The 
world of 2019 no longer exists.  Much like it was after Pentecost Sunday. 

Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension certainly left a mark in history.  The 
work of the Spirit, however, has changed history.  The work of the Spirit has creat-
ed a “new normal” for those who followed Jesus as he walked the earth – and all 
who have followed since.  It is the Holy Spirit who, as Luther states in the explana-
tion of the third article of the Apostles’ Creed, “… has called me through the gos-
pel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true faith, just 
as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian church on 
earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common, true faith.” 

While COVID-19 has resulted in mostly negative changes to our world, the work of 
the Spirit changes our world, and us, for the better.   While COVID threatens rela-
tionships and takes life, the Spirit gives life and strengthens relationships.  The 
greatest good that seems to have come from this virus is its reminder to us that 
we all need each other.  We see the work of the Spirit through the outpouring of 
empathy for those who have suffered.  We see in that outpouring of love and sup-
port what God intends for us in all times, not just bad times. 

So, as we enter this “new normal” in our neighborhoods and our faith community, 
let us strive to be willing participants in the Spirit’s work in, with, through and 
around us.  Let us celebrate that God is actively encouraging and enlightening us 
in the gospel and in our relationships with one another and the world. 

 

God is with you! 

Pr John 
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Confirmation Update: 
 
Our last confirmation meeting for the year took place on May 31.  The youth have 
been journaling daily and writing their faith statements since Easter Sunday. The 
journals are their responses to their reading of the Small Catechism. Their state-
ment of faith is a response to the statement, “What Jesus means to me”. The fi-
nal copy of their journals and faith statements are due to Pr John by June 7. The 
rite of Confirmation is on hold until we are able to gather in person for worship 
again. 

 

Stephen Ministry  

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a Stephen 
minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister involves.  With 
God's help, we are here for you.   

In Christ's love, 
-The Stephen Ministry Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon 

Do you shop Amazon? Did you know that you can help BLC raise money every 
time you shop on Amazon? Just type in the Amazon Smile link: http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1434622 in the browser address bar before you place 
items in your cart. Amazon will donate a portion of your qualifying purchase di-
rectly to BLC. After you log in, you can update your settings to keep BLC as your 
supported charity. You will see that you are supporting BLC on your Amazon 
navigation bar as long as each time you sign in with smile.amazon.com instead 
of www.amazon.com. It’s that easy!  

 

 

Karan Smith karansmith2000@comcast.net 219.926.4324 

Bea Beyer beabeyer2@frontier.com 219.771.9977 

Chad Ogle oglechad34@gmail.com 219.448.3276 

Judith Peters judith.peters@valpo.edu 219.464.1223 
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Prayer Chain 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

James 5:13-16 says, “are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 
cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They 
should call the elders of the church & have them pray over them with oil in the 
name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick & the Lord will raise them & 
any one who has committed sins will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to 
one another so that you may be healed.” 

Contact Sharon Skalku at 219.926.5348 if you or someone you know is in need.  

 

Attention Early Birds 

From 6-7 am every Sunday radio station 98.7 FM features beautiful sacred music 
from all over the world. Choirs, and orchestras present many old Christian hymns 
that are so familiar to us.  

Evie Edborg 

 

Samples and Lids 

Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, toothpaste, and any other 
hygiene samples. Sadly there are those in some facilities who never have visitors. 
They are truly alone. Please keep those items coming! I take them to one of the 
facilities where your donations are really, really appreciated. These samples are 
also used as prizes when patients play bingo or bunco. 

Thank you also for donating plastic tops! As you collect them you will be surprised 
how many things have plastic tops! Those tops are used to make park benches. 
Just leave them in the youth room and I will take them to the place where they are 
accepted! 

Thank you again for your help in recycling whatever and whenever we can!  

Evie Edborg 
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each  
other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all that 
we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, but our 
property. Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and contrib-
ute as you are able. We no longer have a mortgage balance, praise GOD! In 
order to meet our financial obligations in the operating account, we require 
$16,000.00 per month.  

Our income for April was $16,698.70 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of April 31–  

 

EJ Stock $400.00 Money from the sale of donated 
stock 

Grants $129.88 Money given for community out-
reach 

Leadership Fund $8,050.38  

Facilities Maintenance $8,237.46   

Operating Account $11,362.19 Money from envelopes each week 
that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund $1,287.73 Money used to help people in need 

Savings $9,816.25  

Youth Group $3,403.85 Money earned by the youth 

 
If there are any questions concerning finances, please contact Gary 
Cooke, Treasurer, at finance@blcin.com 
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2020 Graduates 
 

Our heartfelt congratulations to all the 2020 Graduates!  
 
Deaven Marie Gaulke - CHS  

Deaven will be attending Ivy Tech for elementary education. She hopes to 
teach second grade. Deaven’s parents are Andrew Gaulke and Danielle Har-
per. She has a sister, Scarlette. Her grandparents are Mike and Jean Gaulke 
and JC and Vickie White. Her many proud aunts, uncles, and cousins are: 
Aunt Jill, Uncle Chris, Jordan, Mara and Lily Huneryager 
Aunt Sara, Uncle Aaron, Paige, Zachary & Alexi 
Aunt Teresa 
Aunt Jen 
Aunt Angie 

 

Ben Hoham - CHS 

Ben will be attending Indiana University in Bloomington. 

 

 

Happy 80th Birthday! 

Carol Lindquist’s daughter, Kristin, asked that we let everyone know that 
Carol’s reaching a milestone birthday on June 7th. She said she knows how 
much her mom enjoys coming to church on Saturday nights and how much 
she’s missed the service and the fellowship lately. Happy birthday, Carol!  

 

Thank you, Dot! 

Another big thank you to Dot Woods for supplying so many of us with her 
fabric masks over these past few weeks. Dot has refreshed the supply in the 
office multiple times and we still have some of her creations if anyone needs 
one. Now, in addition to protecting all of us, Dot is sewing masks to donate to 
people in the military! Great work and thanks again for your generosity. 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Daniel Grayvold - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 
Media Director 
872.222.6867 C 
developer@blcin.com 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

 

The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that 
may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@comcast.net  
219.926.2079 H 
219.921.4524 C 

Outreach Committee 
Vacant 
 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
radiohair69@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 

Vice President  
Becky Cole 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219.405.6829 C 

Social Ministry Committee 
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
delsuehall@comcast.net 
219-983-2514 

Secretary 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Carla Coffman 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
stegemandb@comcast.net 
219.728.8471 
 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 
garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
Carla Coffman 
coffmanc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 
 

Finance Chair 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Gail Ludwig 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 
219-921-4139 
 

Christian Education 
Vacant 
 

  Pastor 
John Kost 
pastor@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 Church Office 
219.649.1426 Cell 

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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Households being prayed for in June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing in weekly 

items for the food pantry.  For the month of  

June we are asking for: 

6-7: Diapers size 3-4, soap 

6-14: Cereal, cookies, pop-tarts 

6-21: Ramen noodles & box meals 

6-28: Tuna in cans and paper napkins 

 

All items must be non-perishable. 

 

 

Ladies Fellowship of Bethlehem 

Due to the current circumstances, we will not meet in May or June. We 
are planning to meet next on July 16, location to be determined, to 
share a meal and fellowship. We will plant to eat at noon, so arrive a lit-
tle earlier if possible. All BLC women are welcome to join! Questions, 
call Helen Sabinske 219.926.4355. 

6-7 6-14 6-21 6-28 

 Thoma 
 

Peters Thyen 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem. 
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies giv-
en to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be 
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your 
check. 

PAYROLL -------------------------------------------------------------------  8800.00 
BENEVOLENCE -----------------------------------------------------------  300.00 
NIPSCO ---------------------------------------------------------------------  800.00 
STAFF BENEFITS --------------------------------------------------------  3400.00 
TELEPHONE ---------------------------------------------------------------  400.00 
GARBAGE PICK-UP -----------------------------------------------------  110.00 
ADT SECURITY -----------------------------------------------------------  90.00 
MONROE EXTERMINATORS -----------------------------------------  38.00 
WATER /SEWER ----------------------------------------------------------  230.00 
OFFICE SUPPLIES -------------------------------------------------------  250.00 
PAYROLL PREPARATION ---------------------------------------------  104.00 
OFFERING ENVELOPES -----------------------------------------------  65.00 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) --------  300.00 
WORSHIP SUPPLIES ---------------------------------------------------  200.00 
INSURANCE  --------------------------------------------------------------  600.00 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------------  150.00 
Total --------------------------------------------------------------------  $15,837.00 

A heartfelt thank you to all who have already mailed, dropped off, or 
electronically submitted their regular offering to Bethlehem Lutheran. The 
expenses of maintaining the church do not change no matter the changes 
affecting our current interactions with the physical building. We continue to 
pay our usual bills and will continue operations in whatever different and  
creative ways we must. If you’ve not signed up for electronic giving, now 
might be a great time to try it out! As always, you can contact the office or me 
with any questions. Thank you. 
Blessings, 
Gary Cooke  
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to 

remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular 

weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congrega-

tion members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our con-

gregation. Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is 

used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account 

to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write 

out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, 

or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, this pro-

gram will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the 

earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to automate 

contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  

convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact 

on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources are con-

sumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  

paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on 

any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. The 

trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 50% 

decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, 

we hope that you will think about the unique connection between financial 

stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. 

If you have any questions, please contact Gary Cooke at 312.497.9002 or 

by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 
5:00p Music/Worship 

Committee 

8:00p AA 

2 
3:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

3 
 

4 5 

 

6 
 

7 
9:00a Worship 

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

8 

6:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

9 

3:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

10 

 

11 

 

12 
 

13 

14 
9:00a Worship  

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

15 
6:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

16 
3:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

17 

 

18 19 
 

20 

21 

Father’s 

Day 
9:00a Worship  

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

22 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
6:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

23 
3:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

24 25 
 

26 
 

27 

28 
9:00a Worship 

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 

29 
6:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

30 
3:00p Bible Study 

Online/Phone 

8:00p AA 

    

For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

June Calendar 

Pastor Kost’s Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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Fair Trade 

We are exploring the option to have Fair Trade products available for pur-
chase again, ONE Sunday a Month.  Below is the link to a list of available 
items. We will place an order based on the congregation’s response. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRe0BXXVwCV20GMsGsUrn
7IE-kIBku60bfVJc1P44NaI4kBA/viewform  

If you are unable complete the form online, you may call or email the of-

fice and let us know of your preferences that way. Here is the list with 

item costs.  

 

 

 

 

500-ML bottle Virgin Olive Oil  $12.00 

    

Large DARK Chocolate candy bars:  $2.50 

 almond & sea salt 55% Cacao  

 very dark 71% Cacao   

 orange 65% Cacao   

 total eclipse 92% Cacao   

 coconut milk 55% Cacao   

 toasted almong 55% Cacao   

 caramel crunch w/sae salt 55% Cacao  

 mint chocolate crunch 67% Cacao  

 lemon ginger w/black pepper 55% cacao 

    

Large MILK Chocolate candy bars:   

 plain milk chocolate  $2.50 

 carmel   

    

Dark Chocolate Mini bites   4/ $1.00 

Milk Chocolate Mini bites   4/ $1.00 

    

Honduran Ground Coffee  $7.00 

 12 oz mind, body & soul--medium roast 

 10 oz love buzz--full/french roast  

 12 oz african roots--medium roast  

    

12 Single serve cups (K-cups)  $6.50 

 Breakfast blend--medium/french roast 

 Unwind decaf--full city roast  

 French roast   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRe0BXXVwCV20GMsGsUrn7IE-kIBku60bfVJc1P44NaI4kBA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRe0BXXVwCV20GMsGsUrn7IE-kIBku60bfVJc1P44NaI4kBA/viewform
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20 tea bags per box $3.50 

 earl grey  

 chai tea  

 peppermint  

 ginger  

 irish breakfast  

 black tea  

 green tea w/ginger  

 vanilla rooibos  

 darjeeling  

   

8 oz natural cashews $5.50 

8 oz roasted salted cashews $6.00 

8 oz tamari roasted almonds $6.50 

8 oz natural almonds $6.50 

10 oz pecans $7.25 

   

5 oz dried mango $4.50 

   

12 oz chocolate chips $3.75 

 semi-sweet 55% Cacao  

 bittersweet 70% cacao  

   

8 oz baking cocoa-dutch processed $5.50 

Note: Items are ordered by the case, if there is little interest in an item 
we may not order that item.  
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2050 W 1100 N 
Chesterton, IN 46304-9498 


