
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 

www.iksynod.org 

 5:30 pm  Saturday 

 9:00 am    Sunday 
 
10:15 am  Sunday 
    School 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 
9:00  AM — 1:00 PM 

April 2020 
COVID-19 and Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

 
If you have need of pastoral care: 
A reminder that Pr. John is always available for pas-
toral needs – even in this time of quarantine.  He may 
not be able to visit you in person but he can certainly 
visit via the phone, text or email.  So, please don’t 
hesitate to call or text him at 219-649-1426 if you 
have any need for pastoral care. 
 
Worship is being streamed LIVE… 
During this time of personal isolation, we will be live-
streaming worship on Sunday mornings at 9am.  You 
may participate in that worship by going to our web-
site, www.blcin.com, and clicking on the “Go to 
Stream” button. That should lead you to the page 
where worship will take place at 9am on Sunday. 
Every effort is being made to make you feel as if you 
are at worship.  It is hoped that the feeling of isolation 
from this quarantine might be lessened by the 
knowledge that you are sitting at your computer/
phone just as many other members are: praying and 
worshipping together.  That we are in this together, 
even if we are apart. 
Please, feel free to offer suggestions you may have 
as to how we might make the experience even better.  
Send them to office@blcin.com.  We’re all new at 
this! 
 
Offerings needed! 
Please remember that while we are not gathering in 
place for worship, the costs of being a congregation 

http://www.blcin.com
mailto:office@blcin.com
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are not any less.  We still have the same bills to pay as we do when things are nor-
mal.  Please mail your offerings to the church – or sign up for Tithe.ly.  
Thank you! 
 
Food Pantry continues… 
Food Pantry donations continue to be received.  If you do not have access to the 
building, please drop off your donation during regular office hours.  The donation 
box has been moved to the hallway by the office door.  Thanks for your con-
tinued support of those who are most severely affected by this pandemic. 
 
And as always, continue to be in prayer for those afflicted with COVID-19, their 
healthcare providers, law enforcement, firefighters, bus drivers, grocery workers, 
etc.  And also, that our political leaders will have the wisdom and insight to choose 
the best path forward for their constituents.  
 
Holy Week Schedule: 
If we are still under isolation, the following schedule will be followed through live 
streaming, as we are currently doing on Sunday mornings.   
 
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday – April 5 @ 9:00am 
 
Maundy Thursday – April 9 @ 6:30pm 
 
Good Friday – April 10 @ 6:30pm 
 
Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil – April 10 @ 6:30pm 
 
The Resurrection of our Lord/Easter Sunday – April 12 @ 9:00am 

Holy Communion offered 
 

 

Pastor’s Weekly Schedule 

A reminder that Pr John’s normal schedule is to be in the church building from   

9 a.m. to noon on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. He is also available out-

side those times by appointment. 
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Pastor’s Article 

As has been stated many times in recent weeks, please stay home.  It is a 

shame that we must curtail so much of our celebrating together this Easter, but 

such a time reminds us of just how interrelated and interdependent we are with 

one another.   

 

One practice I started many years ago in my personal life during times of up-

heaval is to make a positive change in my life amid the chaos and pain.  For me, 

it has been a way of bringing new life into a seemingly lifeless situation.  As we 

move into the celebration of the resurrection of our Lord, I would like you to think 

about ways in which God can breathe new life into our congregation.  What are 

ways in which God is trying to do a new thing in and among us?  Think about 

that, pray about that.  What new thing can we be about to give resurrection amid 

the chaos and pain of COVID-19   

 

One way I see, is the way God has answered our prayers regarding the involve-

ment of children and youth in our congregation.  A few of you heard the presenta-

tion that Susan Collins and I made at the Town Hall meeting on March 15.  Since 

most of you didn’t hear it, I’d like to share the core of that presentation with you 

here. 

 

The Fuller Youth Institute studied 250 congregations of all sizes, ages, locations, 

denominations, etc.*  The only thing that they had in common, besides being 

Christian, was that they are engaging young people (ages 15-29) and are grow-

ing—spiritually, emotionally, missionally, and sometimes also numerically.  

Through their four years of research, their studies found 10 factors that don’t re-

ally matter that have often been considered important when ministering with 

young people.  They also discovered six core commitments that existed in each 

of the congregations they studied that did make a difference. 

 

The ten factors that don’t matter are:  Being a specific sized congregation; Being 

in a trendy location or region;  Being a specific aged congregation;  Being of a 
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popular denomination – or lack of denomination;  Having an off-the-charts “cool” 

quotient;  Having a big, modern building;  Having a big budget;  Having 

“contemporary” worship services;  Using a watered-down teaching style (that is, 

non-challenging);  or, Having a hyper-entertaining program.  Again, none of these 

things mattered when seeking to engage young people in active ministry in a con-

gregation. 

 

Then there are the six characteristics that made a difference:  Empowering leader-

ship, especially young people;  Aim for warm peer and intergenerational friend-

ships; Empathize with young people (don’t judge them);  Look for tangible ways to 

support, resource, and involve youth in all facets of congregational life;  Welcome 

young people into a Jesus-centered way of life;  and, Enable young people to 

neighbor well locally and globally.  Sounds like a lot of common-sense stuff, does 

it not? 

 

Do we truly want young people actively involved in our congregation?  God has 

provided us with the means to achieve it – are we willing to put forth the effort to 

make it happen? 

 

This is just one way that God is offering new life to us.  What are other ways in 

which you see God offering new life in this place?  Let’s talk about it! 

 

God’s peace be with you! 

Pr John 

 

*The details of this study are in the book “Growing Young: 6 Essential Strategies 

to help young people discover and love your church”.  It is published by Baker 

Books, copyright 2016. 
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Bible Study online? 

If we can secure the method, would you be interested in participating in a Bible 

study where you can interact with others during the study?  Pr John is willing to 

explore how we can accomplish this if there is interest in an online study.  Send 

him an email with questions or to express your interest – pastor@blcin.com.   

 

 

Attention Confirmation Families 

Most likely, we will not have another confirmation class this school year.  In lieu of 

class time, the youth will be asked to do journaling with a focus on the Small Cat-

echism.  The specifics will be made available soon. 

At this time we still hope that June 3rd will be rehearsal for the rite of Confirma-

tion to be celebrated on June 7.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 

speak with pastor or Carla.  Thank you. 

 

 

Stephen Ministry  

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a Stephen 
minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister involves.  With 
God's help, we are here for you.   

In Christ's love, 
-The Stephen Ministry Team

 

 

Amazon 

Do you shop Amazon? Did you know that you can help BLC raise money every 

time you shop on Amazon? Just type in the Amazon Smile link: http://

Karan Smith karansmith2000@comcast.net 219.926.4324 

Bea Beyer beabeyer2@frontier.com 219.771.9977 

Chad Ogle oglechad34@gmail.com 219.448.3276 

Judith Peters judith.peters@valpo.edu 219.464.1223 
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smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1434622 in the browser address bar before you place 

items in your cart. Amazon will donate a portion of your qualifying purchase direct-

ly to BLC. After you log in, you can update your settings to keep BLC as your sup-

ported charity. You will see that you are supporting BLC on your Amazon naviga-

tion bar as long as each time you sign in with smile.amazon.com instead of 

www.amazon.com. It’s that easy!  

 

Fair Trade 

Are you having a chocolate craving? 

We have been missing the delicious chocolate and fine olive oils from "Fair 

Trade." Ruth Ann Tuttle took care of this for years and we miss her selling these 

items since she moved.  

Do you have one Sunday a month you could put these goodies out after church 

and sell them? We need someone to do that and reordering when needed. Con-

tact Lois Fancher at 219.921.4524 if you can help so all of us can enjoy the choc-

olate and oils again.     

 

Prayer Chain 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

James 5:13-16 says, “are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 

cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They 

should call the elders of the church & have them pray over them with oil in the 

name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick & the Lord will raise them & 

any one who has committed sins will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to 

one another so that you may be healed.” 

Contact Sharon Skalku at 219.926.5348 if you or someone you know is in need.  
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Dear members, 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to  

happiness or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3: 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way 

that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose  

delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night, 
3that person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 

season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As  

Christians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God  

provides us with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers and sis-

ters in need. 

Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  

medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently low and could use an infusion of  

donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are able to help. 

Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

 

Attention Early Birds 

From 6-7 am every Sunday radio station 98.7 FM features beautiful sacred music 

from all over the world. Choirs, and orchestras present many old Christian hymns 

that are so familiar to us.  

Even if you don’t get up until 6:30 am you still can hear a half-hour of this moving 

music which will get you in the mood for church at 9 am to hear our own lovely 

choir. 

Evie Edborg 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3


8  

 

Samples and Lids 

Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, toothpaste, and any other 

hygiene samples. Sadly there are those in some facilities who never have visi-

tors. They are truly alone. Please keep those items coming! I take them to one of 

the facilities where your donations are really, really appreciated. These samples 

are also used as prizes when patients play bingo or bunco. 

Thank you also for donating plastic tops! As you collect them you will be sur-

prised how many things have plastic tops! Those tops are used to make park 

benches. Just leave them in the youth room and I will take them to the place 

where they are accepted! 

Thank you again for your help in recycling whatever and whenever we can! 

    

Evie Edborg 

 

Ladies Fellowship of Bethlehem Church 

Wondering who the Ladies Fellowship of Bethlehem Church could be? It’s us! 

Open to all ladies at BLC, we gather monthly for a meal and fellowship. At our 

last gathering we had 18 ladies present! So delighted to have such a turnout. We 

thank Pastor John for his interest in and support of the ladies group and our gath-

erings. Our next planned gathering is for April 18. We will let everyone know if 

this meal will be happening, and the location, closer to that date.   

If anyone would be interested in an occasional supper gathering, please contact 

Helen Sabinske at 219.926.4358. 
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each  

other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all that 

we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, but our 

property. Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and contrib-

ute as you are able. We no longer have a mortgage balance, praise GOD! In 

order to meet our financial obligations in the operating account, we require 

$16,000.00 per month. Our income for FEBRUARY was $9,927.68.  

The following accounts show the ending balances as of February 29–  

 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact our treasurer Gary 

Cooke at 312.497.9002 or at garycooke2@comcast.net.  

 

 

 

EJ Stock $100.00 Money from the sale of donated 
stock 

Grants $129.88 Money given for community out-
reach 

Leadership Fund $8,050.38  

Facilities Maintenance $5,853.96   

Operating Account $12,308.01 Money from envelopes each week 
that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund $1,187.73 Money used to help people in need 

Savings $8,985.64  

Youth Group $3,403.85 Money earned by the youth 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Daniel Grayvold - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 
Media Director 
872.222.6867 C 
developer@blcin.com 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

 

The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that 
may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@comcast.net  
219.926.2079 H 
219.921.4524 C 

Outreach Committee 
Vacant 
 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
radiohair69@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 

Vice President  
Becky Cole 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219.405.6829 C 

Social Ministry Committee 
Guy Nipper 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219.728.1784 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
delsuehall@comcast.net 
219-983-2514 

Secretary 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Carla Coffman 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
stegemandb@comcast.net 
219.728.8471 
 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 
garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
Carla Coffman 
coffmanc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 
 

Finance Chair 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Gail Ludwig 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 
219-921-4139 
 

Christian Education 
Vacant 
 

  Pastor 
John Kost 
pastor@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 Church Office 
219.649.1426 Cell 

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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 Offerings 

A heartfelt thank you to all who have already mailed, dropped off, or electron-

ically submitted their regular offering to Bethlehem Lutheran. The expenses 

of maintaining the church do not change no matter the changes affecting our 

current interactions with the physical building. We continue to pay our usual 

bills and will continue operations in whatever different and  creative ways we 

must. If you’ve not signed up for electronic giving, now might be a great time 

to try it out! As always, you can contact the office or me with any questions. 

Thank you. 

Blessings, 

Gary Cooke 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem. 
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies giv-
en to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be 
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your 
check. 

PAYROLL ------------------------------------------------------------------- 8800.00 
BENEVOLENCE ----------------------------------------------------------- 300.00 
NIPSCO ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 800.00 
STAFF BENEFITS -------------------------------------------------------- 3400.00 
TELEPHONE --------------------------------------------------------------- 400.00 
GARBAGE PICK-UP ------------------------------------------------------ 110.00 
ADT SECURITY ----------------------------------------------------------- 90.00 
MONROE EXTERMINATORS ----------------------------------------- 38.00 
WATER /SEWER ---------------------------------------------------------- 230.00 
OFFICE SUPPLIES ------------------------------------------------------- 250.00 
PAYROLL PREPARATION --------------------------------------------- 104.00 
OFFERING ENVELOPES ----------------------------------------------- 65.00 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) -------- 300.00 
WORSHIP SUPPLIES---------------------------------------------------- 200.00 
INSURANCE  --------------------------------------------------------------- 600.00 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES ------------------------------- 150.00 
Total -------------------------------------------------------------------  $15,837.00 
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to 

remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular 

weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congrega-

tion members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our con-

gregation. Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is 

used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account 

to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write 

out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, 

or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, this pro-

gram will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the 

earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to automate 

contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  

convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact 

on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources are con-

sumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  

paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on 

any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. The 

trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 50% 

decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, 

we hope that you will think about the unique connection between financial 

stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. 

If you have any questions, please contact Gary Cooke at 312.497.9002 or 

by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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Households being prayed for in March 

 

 

Food Pantry 

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing in weekly 

items for the food pantry.  For the month of  

March we are asking for: 

4-5: Kleenex and toilet paper 

4-12: Liquid hand soap, laundry detergent, and hand sanitizer 

4-19: Pancake mix and syrup 

4-26: canned tuna, chicken, and meal helpers 

 

All items must be non-perishable. 

4-5 4-12 4-19 4-26  

Nault Edborg 
Lindquist 
McKeough 
Mills 
 

Huseman 
Ricard 

Prybylla 
Ruoff 
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For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

2 3 

 

4 
 

5 
9:00a Worship 

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

 
 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

6:30p Maundy 

Thursday Service 

10 
6:30p Good Friday 

Service 

11 
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Easter  
Sunday 
9:00a Worship  

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

 

 

13 

Office Closed 
 

14 
 

15 

 

16 
 

 

   

17 
 

18 

   

19 
9:00a Worship  

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

20 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
. 

21 
 

22 

 
 

 

 

 

  

23 
 

24 
 

25 

 

 

26 
9:00a Worship 

Live stream 

blcin.com/live 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30   

April Calendar 
 

Pastor Kost’s Office Hours: 9 AM-12 PM on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2050 W 1100 N 
Chesterton, IN 46304-9498 


