
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 

www.iksynod.org 

 5:30pm  Saturday 

 9:00am  Sunday 

10:15am  Sunday School 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 
9:00  AM — 1:00 PM 

January 2020 
Part of the Call Process is to seek out what we as a 
congregation are doing and want to continue to do as 
a congregation as we prepare to look for our new 
shepherd.   As a part of this we will hold an activity to 
engage the congregation the weekend of January 
11th and 12th. 
 
The Call Committee will lead a SWOT (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) Analysis 
with the congregation the weekend of January 11th 
and 12th.  On Saturday evening we would ask mem-
bers to arrive to church 45 minutes early and we will 
have light snacks in the social hall prior to the church 
service.  This should give us time to go through the 
process.  On Sunday we will hold a brunch after the 
service which should last an hour.  We will give you 
time to grab some breakfast and then have a working 
brunch.   
 
It is important for ALL congregation members to par-
ticipate in this activity as this will help guide our con-
gregation as we begin the search for a new pas-
tor.  Prior to this activity begin thinking about the fol-
lowing: 
 
Strengths:  What is it that we as a church, church 
community and the people of our church do 
well?  What do we do for the community we live in? 
 
Weaknesses: It is always good to identify what we 
are not doing well.  What can we do better as a con-
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gregation for our people?  Our community? 
 
Opportunities:  What are we missing?  What could we be doing?  Not only for our 
congregation but, also our community? 
 
Threats:  What is getting in the way of us doing great things for our people?  Our 
community? 
 
We want to be able to have a conversation with all ages! So please encourage all 
to come!  If you would be willing to help provide something for the brunch, please 
contact Audra Peterson @ 219-406-0905 or pete1107@comcast.net  
 
Looking forward to the opportunity to help guide our congregation through this 
process. 
 

Yours In Christ! 
Audra Peterson 
 

 
Retreat for Call Committee and Council 

 
There will be a retreat for Call Committee and Council members on January 4 
from 9am-1pm at Westchester Public Library: 200 West Indiana Ave, Chesterton. 
Pastor Nyland will be in attendance.  
 
 

 Pastor’s Article 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Yes, contrary to our culture’s understanding, Christmas is not a single day, but a 
season.  The season begins on Dec. 25 and continues until January 6.  That 
means that this year we had Christmas Eve to celebrate our Lord’s birth AND the 
two following Sundays, Dec. 29 and Jan. 5.  So you are most likely reading this in 
the midst of Christmas – so MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR 
from me and the entire staff ! 
 
Our New Year gets off to a busy start.  The council will have a retreat with Pr. 
Nancy Nyland, Director of Evangelical Mission for the ELCA, on Saturday, Janu-
ary 4.  The Call committee will be installed one weekend (date yet to be set).  Au-
dra Peterson will lead us through a SWOT exercise the weekend of January 11 & 

mailto:pete1107@comcast.net
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12.  The council and the Call committee will be meeting with Pr. Heather Apel, 
Assistant to the Bishop, to review the Call process.  There will be a congregation-
al information session led by Pr Nyland on Sunday, January 26, following wor-
ship.  (There will only be one worship service that weekend at which Pr Nyland 
will preach).  So your council and Call committee are quite busy with the work of 
the Call process.  Please keep them in your prayers AND make participating in 
all the opportunities available to you a high priority on your calendar.  The council 
and Call committee are making significant sacrifices of their time in this process, 
show your support of them by participating in each activity/event available to you.  
Keep up with newsletter and bulletin announcements so you are aware of what is 
happening when.  Be supportive of the council and Call committee’s work so 
they are empowered to do their best! 
As always, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask me or any other coun-
cil member.  We want everyone to be as much a part of this process as they can! 
  

See you in worship! 
Pr John 

 

 

Pastor’s Weekly Schedule 

A reminder that Pr John’s normal schedule is to be in the church building from 
9am to noon on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. He is also available out-
side those times by appointment. 

 

Bible Studies Offered 

Pr John is very willing to explore additional times for study for those for whom the 
times/days below do not fit into their schedules.  Let him know of your interest. 
 
Two weekly bible studies are currently being offered.  You are invited to join ei-
ther or both groups – and as always, bring a friend!  
  
Mondays @ 6pm:  In January we continue our study of the Book of Acts. 
Wednesdays @ 10am:  In January we continue our video lecture series by vari-
ous scholars around the question, “Who Wrote the New Testament?”. 

 

 



4  

 

First Communion Classes Begin March 8 

For students, youth, and adults, preparation for the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion begins Sunday, March 8, with a series of three 
classes held after worship during Sunday School hour. One or 
both adult family members must attend with school-age children. 
Class attendance is required in order to partake of First Commun-
ion planned for Holy Saturday (April 11). Questions? Please talk 
with Pr. John or Susan Collins (suejcoll@yahoo.com, call or text 
219.477.0134). 

 
 
 

Worship and Information Session with Pastor Nyland 
 

There will be no worship on Saturday, January 25. All are encouraged to attend 
worship on Sunday, January 26 with Pastor Nyland, who will present information 
on Shared Ministry following the service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Nancy Nyland, Director for Evangelical Mission of the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod will be preaching at worship on Sunday, January 26. 
After worship, all are invited to stay to learn about Shared Ministry. This 
could be an option for Bethlehem as we plan for our next pastoral lead-
er. Shared Ministry is a model in which two or more congregations share 
pastoral leadership. There are currently 13 shared ministries in the IK 
Synod with several more congregations in the discernment process. As 
congregations reach a point of not being able to sustain a full-time pas-
tor themselves, shared ministry can be a positive and healthy solution. 
Pastor Nancy was a congregational pastor for 21 years. The entire 21 
years she always served two congregations at a time. She will share 
some of her experiences so that we can begin to more fully understand 
Shared Ministry.  
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Quilters 101 

As a congregation, we are blessed with many talented members. Our quilt-
ers group has been very productive over the last several years. They have 
produced a number of beautiful quilts. These quilts are available to the 
congregation for a donation. For further information, please contact Mari-
lynne Dilley at 219.464.8181. 

The quilters are asking for donations of full size or larger colored sheets for 
backing for the quilts. Any donations are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you! 

 

Stephen Ministry  

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team to request a Ste-
phen minister or to learn more about what having a Stephen Minister in-
volves.  With God's help, we are here for you.   

In Christ's love, 
-The Stephen Ministry Team

 

Fair Trade 

Are you having a chocolate craving? 

We have been missing the delicious chocolate and fine olive oils from "Fair 
Trade." Ruth Ann Tuttle took care of this for years and we miss her selling 
these items since she moved.  

Do you have one Sunday a month you could put these goodies out after 
church and sell them? We need someone to do that and reordering when 
needed. Contact me at 219.921.4524 if you can help so all of us can enjoy 
the chocolate and oils again.     

Lois Fancher  
 

Karan Smith karansmith2000@comcast.net 219.926.4324 

Bea Beyer beabeyer2@frontier.com 219.771.9977 

Chad Ogle oglechad34@gmail.com 219.448.3276 

Judith Peters judith.peters@valpo.edu 219.464.1223 
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Amazon 

Do you shop Amazon? Did you know that you can help BLC raise money 
every time you shop on Amazon? Just type in the Amazon Smile link: http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1434622 in the browser address bar before you 
place items in your cart. Amazon will donate a portion of your qualifying 
purchase directly to BLC. After you log in, you can update your settings to 
keep BLC as your supported charity. You will see that you are supporting 
BLC on your Amazon navigation bar as long as each time you sign in with 
smile.amazon.com instead of www.amazon.com. It’s that easy!  

 

Property report December 2019 

The furnace in the sanctuary has been repaired ---twice.  
 
First we needed a new circuit board and then they discovered we needed a new 
belt.  So it should be working fine (fingers crossed).  
 
Happy New Year everyone!!  

 

Call Committee 

The council has formed the call committee. Members are: Audra Peterson, 
Becky Cole, Reynold Wolter, Jeanne Prather, Rachel Christian, Marcy Ogle. 
Watch for further details.  

 

Notice 

Pastor Erik should not be contacted for a period of one year by anyone in 
the congregation for any reason. If anyone has an issue, question, or prob-
lem about anything or anyone please contact one of the executive council 
members or council members.  
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Prayer Chain 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

James 5:13-16 says, “are any among you suffering? They should 
pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any 
among you sick? They should call the elders of the church & have 
them pray over them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of 
faith will save the sick & the Lord will raise them & any one who 
has committed sins will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to 
one another so that you may be healed.” 

Contact Sharon Skalku at 219.926.5348 if you or someone you 
know is in need.  
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Leadership 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Staff 

Daniel Grayvold - Music Director 
music@blcin.com 
872.222.6867 C 
Web Developer & Digital Asset Manager 
developer@blcin.com 

Katie Perham - Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 

Karen Andershock - Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219.771.9297 C 

 

The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues that 
may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us.  

President 
Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@comcast.net  
219.926.2079 H 
219.921.4524 C 

Outreach Committee 
Vacant 
 

 Acolyte 
Marcy Ogle 
219-448-3278 
radiohair69@gmail.com 

Vice President  
Becky Cole 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219.405.6829 C 

Social Ministry Committee 
Vacant - see committee contact 

 Altar Guild 
Susan Hall 
219-921-4875 
delsuehall@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Ron Ludwig 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219.628.3810 C 

Building/Grounds Committee 
Carla Coffman 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219.926.7990 

 Assisting Ministers 
Beverly Stegeman 
219-728-8471 
stegemandb@comcast.net 

Treasurer 
Gary Cooke 
garycooke2@comcast.net 
312.497.9002 

Worship Committee 
Karan Smith  
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219.926.4324 H 
219.771.6867 C 

 Youth Group 
Carla Coffman 
219-926-7990 
coffmanc@comcast.net 

Finance Chair 
Marlene Knapp 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219.787.8115 H   
219.241.0655 C 

Stewardship Committee 
Vacant 

 Social Ministry 
Gail Ludwig 
219-921-4139 
gailudwig@yahoo.com 

Christian Education 
Vacant 
 

  Pastor 
John Kost 
pastor@blcin.com 
219.926.5596 Church Office 
219.649.1426 Cell 

They will be happy to assist you with any questions  
or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each  
other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all 
that we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, 
but our property. Please remember in your prayers our house of wor-
ship and contribute as you are able. We no longer have a mortgage 
balance, praise GOD! In order to meet our financial obligations in the 
operating account, we require $16,000.00 per month. Our income for 
NOVEMBER was $12,019.23.  

The following accounts show the ending balances as of November 30–  

 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact our treasurer 
Gary Cooke at 312.497.9002 or at garycooke2@comcast.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

EJ Stock $100.00 Money from the sale of donated 
stock 

Grants $1,041.59 Money given for community out-
reach 

Leadership Fund $8,050.38  

Facilities Maintenance $4,283.48   

Operating Account $7,096.70 Money from envelopes each week 
that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund $1,187.73 Money used to help people in need 

Savings $8,738.56  

Youth Group $3,403.85 Money earned by the youth 
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Attention Early Birds! 

 
From 6-7 A.M. every Sunday radio station 98.7 FM features beautiful sa-
cred music from all over the world. Choirs, and orchestras present many 
old Christian hymns that are so familiar to us.  

Even if you don’t get up until 6:30 A.M. you still can hear a half-hour of 
this moving music which will get you in the mood for church at 9 A.M. to 
hear our own lovely choir. 

Evie Edborg 

 

Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, toothpaste, and 
any other hygiene samples. Sadly there are those in some facilities who 
never have visitors. They are truly alone. Please keep those items com-
ing! I take them to one of the facilities where your donations are really, 
really appreciated. These samples are also used as prizes when patients 
play bingo or bunco. 

Thank you also for donating plastic tops! As you collect them you will be 
surprised how many things have plastic tops! Those tops are used to 
make park benches. Just leave them in the youth room and I will take 
them to the place where they are accepted! 

Thank you again for your help in recycling whatever and whenever we 
can!    

Evie Edborg 
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Dear members, 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to  
happiness or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3: 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose  
delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 
night, 3that person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields 
its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do pros-
pers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As  
Christians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God  
provides us with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers and 
sisters in need. 

Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are able 
to help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 

During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Beth-
lehem. Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although 
all monies given to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if 
you would like to be responsible for any of the expenses listed below, 
please indicate that on your check. 

PAYROLL ------------------------------------  8800.00 

BENEVOLENCE --------------------------------  300.00 

NIPSCO -------------------------------------  800.00 

STAFF BENEFITS -----------------------------  3400.00 

TELEPHONE ----------------------------------  400.00 

GARBAGE PICK-UP ----------------------------  110.00 

ADT SECURITY -------------------------------  90.00 

MONROE EXTERMINATORS -----------------------  38.00 

WATER /SEWER -------------------------------  230.00 

OFFICE SUPPLIES ----------------------------  250.00 

PAYROLL PREPARATION ------------------------  104.00 

OFFERING ENVELOPES -------------------------  65.00 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) ---  300.00 

WORSHIP SUPPLIES ---------------------------  200.00 

INSURANCE  ---------------------------------  600.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES ---------------  150.00 

Total -----------------------------------  $15,837.00 
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to 
automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers 
convenience for individual congregation members and provides much-
needed donation consistency for our congregation. Direct Debit Giving, 
as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically 
transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the church’s 
bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to 
write out 52 checks per year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, 
illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from attending services, 
this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an 
uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among 
the earliest organizations to embrace electronic giving as a way to 
automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive 
impact on the environment. An enormous amount of natural resources 
are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and 
disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high 
on any list of actions an individual can take to improve the environment. 
The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than 
a 50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular 
offering, we hope that you will think about the unique connection 
between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous 
choice. If you have any questions, please contact Gary Cooke at 
312.497.9002 or by email at garycooke2@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115
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Volunteer schedule for January 2020 

Saturday, January 4 
Assistant Minister: Addison Cole 

Usher: -- 
Counter: -- 
Greeter: -- 
Reader:  Kevin Lindstedt 
Head Acolyte: -- 
Acolyte: --AV Booth: Ben Van Wagner 

 

Sunday, January 5 
Assistant Minister: Coryn Rodriguez 

Usher: Jeri Kasten, Lily Figolah 

Counter: -- 
Greeter: Dean & Nancy Miller 

Reader: Susan Collins 

Head Acolyte: -- 
Acolyte: -- Shea Ogle, Wyatt Cole, Naomi Rodriguez, Grace Klaiber 
AV Booth: Al Wilson 

 

Saturday, January 11 
Assistant Minister: Jean Pass 

Usher: -- 
Counter: -- 
Greeter: -- 
Reader: Jeanne Prather 

Head Acolyte: -- 
Acolyte: -- 
AV Booth: Lily Figolah 

 

Sunday, January 12 
Assistant Minister: Lois Fancher 

Usher: Jeri Kasten, Ben Van Wagner 

Counter: -- 
Greeter: Julie Orclich 

Reader: Reynold Wolter 

Head Acolyte: -- 
Acolyte: --Janine Maya, Alexi Prybella, Mara Huneryager, Jordan Huneryager 
AV Booth: Al Wilson 

 

 

 



15  

 

Saturday, January 18 
Assistant Minister: Abri Rodriguez 

Usher: -- 
Counter: -- 
Greeter: -- 
Reader: Jeanne Prather 

Head Acolyte: -- 
Acolyte: -- 
AV Booth: Ben Van Wagner 

 

Sunday, January 19 
Assistant Minister: Judith Peters 

Usher: Jeri Kasten, Lily Figolah 

Counter: -- 
Greeter: Del & Susan Hall 
Reader: Evie Edborg 

Head Acolyte: -- 
Acolyte: --Zach Hancock, Paige Hancock, Zoe Komp, Ava Komp 
AV Booth: Al Wilson 

 

Saturday, January 25 
Assistant Minister: Jean Pass 

Usher: -- 
Counter: -- 
Greeter: -- 
Reader: Kevin Lindstedt 
Head Acolyte: -- 
Acolyte: -- 
AV Booth: Lily Figolah 

 

Sunday, January 26 
Assistant Minister: Susan Collins 

Usher: Jeri Kasten, Ben Van Wagner 

Counter: -- 
Greeter: Jean Gaulke 

Reader: Mara Huneryager 

Head Acolyte: -- 
Acolyte: --Andrew Kazmierczak, Zach Van Wagner, Grayson Nagel, Wyatt Cole 

AV Booth: Al Wilson 
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 Households being prayed for in January  

 

Altar Flowers 

The cost is $30.00. Make checks payable to ‘BLC’ 

 

Food Pantry 

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing in 
weekly items for the food pantry.  For the month of  
January we are asking for: 

1-5: soup & crackers 
1-12: taco mix, ramen mix, Jiffy mixes, and pancake mix 
1-19: pancake syrup, napkins, or facial tissues 
1-26: cookies and cereal  
 

All items must be non-perishable. 

1-5 1-12 1-19 1-26 2-1 

Will 
Williams 

Adams 
Hancock 
Schmidt 
Woods 
 

Becker 
Butz 
Johnson 

Hodgkiss 
Wiltermood 

Andershock 
Beyer 
Bush 
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For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Church Office 

Closed 

 

2 

4:00p Stephen Min-

istry  

3 
 

4 
9:00a Council & 

Call Committee 

Retreat 

5:30p Worship 

5 
7:45a Choir  

Rehearsal 

9:00a Worship 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

 
 

6 

5:00p Music/

Worship Committee 

5:15p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal  

6:00p Bible Study 

8:00p AA 

7 

11:00a Quilting 101 

8:00p AA 

8 

10:00a Bible Study 

6:30p Confirmation  

9 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

10 
  

11 

5:30p Worship  

  

 

12  
7:45a Choir  

Rehearsal 

9:00a Worship 

10:15a Sunday 

School 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

13 
5:15p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal  

6:00p Bible Study 

8:00p AA 

 

14 
11:00a Quilting 101 

5:30p Executive 

Committee  

6:00p Council Meet-

ing  

8:00p AA 

15 

10:00a Bible Study 

6:30p Confirmation   

16 
4:00p Stephen Min-

istry  

 

 

   

17 
 

18 

5:30p Worship 

 

   

19 
7:45a Choir  

Rehearsal 

9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

School 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

20 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

5:15p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal 

6:00p Bible Study  

8:00p AA  

. 

21 
11:00a Quilting 101 

8:00p AA 

22 

10:00a Bible Study 

6:30p Confirmation   

 

 

 

  

23 
 

  

24 
 

25 

 5:30p Worship  
 
 

26 
7:45a Choir  

Rehearsal 

9:00a Worship 

10:15a Sunday 

School 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

27 
5:15p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal 

6:00p Bible Study  

8:00p AA  

28 
11:00a Quilting 101  

8:00p AA 

29 
10:00a Bible Study 

6:30p Confirmation   

30 
4:00p Stephen Min-

istry  

31  

 January Calendar 

Pastor John is at church  from 9a-12p every  Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

https://blcin.com/calendar


18  

 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
2050 W 1100 N 
Chesterton, IN 46304-9498 


