
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

5:30pm Saturdays 

9:00am Sundays 

10:15am Sunday          

School 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

When you hear the words "Christian Education" does your 
mind automatically wander to think of Sunday School 
or Confirmation? Christian Education at Bethlehem Lutheran 
does involve Sunday School and Confirmation, however, it 
also involves many more subgroups to include the entire 
congregation of all ages. It is through these subgroups that 
children and adult members of the congregation have the 
chance to come together to learn about our faith, share our 
lives with one another, and grow with God. 

The schedule for Christian Education subgroups offers 
consistency and hope - there is always something in the 
works to look forward to at Bethlehem Lutheran. We 
encourage anyone interested in the following subgroups to 
attend at the regularly scheduled meeting times. 

Adult Education: This subgroup welcomes all adult  
learners.  This group meets every Sunday following church 
service. This group is led by Gail Ludwig.  

Bible Study: This subgroup welcomes all adult learners. 
The classes meet on Monday evenings and Wednesday 
mornings.  

First Communion: Classes are available to any elementary
-aged children whose parents or guardians desire the child to 
learn about the meaning and significance of receiving Holy 
Communion. Parents/Guardians and their child will attend 3 
classes in the weeks leading up to Easter. This class is 
facilitated by Susan Collins.  
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(2) 

 

 Confirmation: This group is offered to middle school and older students, and is led 
by mentor Carla Coffman.  The students are actively involved in the youth ministry,  
participating in church services, mission trips, helping assist with Sunday School activities 
- there is never a dull moment with this wonderful group of students! This group meets 
weekly to share a meal together, have active discussion over a lesson, and share Evening 
Prayer.   

 LOL (Youth Ministry): This group is for high school students - they meet twice a 
month and are led by mentor Susan Collins. This group actively participates in mission 
trips, special worship planning, and fellowship.  

 Sunday School: Sunday School is for pre-school and grade schoolers - students 
meet every Sunday at 10:15 a.m. and follow the Duneland School calendar. Students will 
participate in songs and games/activities to learn about stories from Bible.  

As you can see, Christian Education encompasses all of our congregation - from our 
youth to our adult learners. After review of the subgroups, we hope that you are inspired 
to come and join us! The Christian Education Committee meets at 5:15 p.m. the first 
Thursday of every month.  

         -Amanda Rodriguez,  
                                Christian Education Committee Chair  
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Fair Trade 
Are you having a chocolate craving??? 

We have been missing the delicious chocolate and fine olive 
oils from "Fair Trade".  
Ruth Ann Tuttle took care of this for years and we miss her 
selling these items since she moved.  

Do you have one Sunday a month you could put these  
goodies out after church and sell them ??? 

We need someone to do that and re-ordering when needed. 
let me know if you can help so all of us can enjoy the  
chocolate and oils again.     

                                           Lois Fancher (219) 921-4524 
 
 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

We will be having blessing of the backpacks on Sunday,  
August 11th. Remember to bring your school backpacks to 
church that Sunday.  
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Stephen Ministry  
 

Please contact a member of our Stephen Ministry team-- 
Karan Smith (219)926-4324 karansmith2000@comcast.net 
Bea Beyer (219)771-9977 beabeyer2@frontier.com 
Chad Ogle (219)448-3276 oglechad34@gmail.com  
Judith Peters (219)464-1223 Judith.peters@valpo.edu 
to request a Stephen minister or to learn more about what 
having a Stephen Minister involves.  With God's help, we 
are here for you.   
In Christ's love, 
The Stephen Ministry Team 
 

 
Amazon 

 
Do you shop Amazon? Did you know that you can help BLC 
raise money every time you shop on Amazon?  
 
Just typing the AmazonSmile link:  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1434622 in the browser bar 
before you place items in your cart. Amazon will donate a 
portion of your qualifying purchase directly to BLC. After you 
log in, you can update your settings to keep BLC as your  
supported charity. You will see that you are supporting BLC 
on your Amazon navigation bar as long as each time you 
sign in with smile.amazon.com instead of www.amazon.com. 
It’s that easy!! 
 
This link is shareable with family, friends and anyone  
shopping Amazon.  
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Notes: 

 

Per Synod instructions,  Pastor Erik should not be 
contacted for a period of one year by anyone in the 
congregation for any reason.  

 

If anyone has an issue, question, or problem about 
anything or anyone please contact one of the  
executive council members or council members.  
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Interim Pastor  

and Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Employees 
They will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Daniel Grayvold ~ Music Director 
music@blcin.com 
872-222-6867 C 
Web Developer & Digital Asset Manager 
developer@blcin.com 

Angie Russell ~ Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
cmak062095@aol.com 
417-840-1394 C 

Karen Andershock ~ Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219-771-9297 C 

 

Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@comcast.net  
219-926-2079 H 
219-921-4524 C 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-926-8570 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-405-6829 C 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-628-3810 C 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 H   
219-241-0655 C 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 H 
219-771-6867 C 

- Finance Committee Guy Nipper  - Stewardship Committee 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219-728-1784 

Amanda Rodriguez - Christian Education 
ajrodriguez2@comcast.net 
219-929-7476 

 

John Kost, Interim Pastor 
Kostjw@gmail.com 

(219)926-5596 ~ Church Office 
(219)299-3086 ~ Cell 

tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net


7  

 

Quilters 101 
As a congregation, we are blessed with many talented 
members. Our quilters group has been very productive over the 
last several years. They have produced a number of beautiful 
quilts. These quilts are available to the congregation for a 
donation. The minimum donation to the church is $55.00. You 
are free to make your donation higher if you choose. If you are 
interested in purchasing a quilt, please mark your check with 
“quilt”. For further information, please contact Marilynne Dilley 
at 219-464-8181. 
 

The quilters are asking for donations of full size or larger 
‘colored’ sheets to be donated for backing for the quilts. Any 
donations are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you!!  
 

 

Mortgage Burning 
Come Celebrate!! 

We will be celebrating  the end of our mortgage on September 
8th. Service will be at 10am with our celebration to follow. We 
will supply the meat (Italian beef and chicken). Please bring a 
dish to share.  
 
More information to follow soon.  

        Becky Cole 
        (219)405-6829 
        abccole97@yahoo.com 
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BLC has made great strides in its outreach this past year with 
the new website. Now that the church has a more public face, 
it is necessary to convey its mission and message in an appro-
priate and recognizable way. To that end we will be hiring 
a designer to create a symbol that will represent the church in 
all of its official publications. All members of the congregation 
are invited to provide input and ideas to guide the designer in 
crafting a graphic that will accurately represent the church's 
mission for the future. If you have any questions or suggestions 
or would like to assist with the process, contact Daniel 
at developer@blcin.com. 
 

With the digitizing of the church's archive about to begin, BLC is in need of 
new equipment: a dedicated computer for processing of the archive media. 
Though BLC does have other computers, they are currently in use by other 
staff members. An archiving computer would allow for a streamlined work-
flow for anyone contributing to the digitization work. 
 
However, this new computer would not have to be solely for digitizing.  
Interest has been expressed in the past regarding the recording of worship 
services for the benefit of shut-ins. This computer would allow us to record 
the services and process them as necessary without taking up the computer 
that is currently used for the projector displays in the sanctuary. With the 
services recorded, the people visiting the shut-ins would be able to play back 
the recordings, allowing them to feel like they're at the services again. 
 
We are asking the congregation to consider donating to this special cause to 
offset the costs of purchasing the computer and necessary accessories. All 
told, the cost of this new computer would come out to around $1500. This  
includes the computer itself as well as hardware accessories (such as key-
board, mouse, monitor, etc) and software. The sooner we have it, the sooner 
we can start putting it to use. If you are interested in helping out, please  
contact Marlene at finance@blcin.com. Any questions about the computer 
purchase can be sent to Daniel at developer@blcin.com 

mailto:developer@blcin.com
mailto:finance@blcin.com
mailto:developer@blcin.com
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Church Council   

There is an opening on the church council for Finance  
chairperson . 

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm for about  
1-2 hours. It is a good group of members working together for 
the benefit of our church.  
 

Please give some prayerful thought to be on your church 
council. Contact me if you have any question. 
 

-Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 

Interim Pastor 

GOOD NEWS!! 

Before the church council meeting Tuesday night your executive 
officers met with Pastor John Kost from Valparaiso. A compen-
sation package was agreed upon and at the full council meet-
ing a unanimous vote was taken to hire him as our INTERIM 
PASTOR staring August 1st, 2019 thru July 31s t,2020.   

He is available now to our congregation for any pastoral  
service that is needed. His cell # is   219-299-3086 and his  
e-mail is   kostjw@gmail.com. 

We look forward to having him guide us here at Bethlehem. 

Your Executive Officers      

mailto:kostjw@gmail.com
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each  
other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all 
that we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, 
but our property. Please remember in your prayers our house of worship 
and contribute as you are able. We no longer have a mortgage balance, 
praise GOD! In order to meet our financial obligations in the operating 
account, we require $16,000.00 per month. Our income for JULY was 
$13,573.15.  

The following accounts show the ending balances as of JULY 31st–  

 

EJ Stock  $    100.00 Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants  $  1,041.59 Money given for community outreach 

Leadership  $  8,050.38 
Fund   

Facilities   $  2,599.48 
Maintenance   

Operating  $  5,095.81 Money from envelopes each week that pay 
Account     bills 
   

Pastor’s Fund $     604.73 Money used to help people in need 

Savings  $  7,489.80  

Youth Group $  3,495.67 Money earned by the youth 

 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene 
Knapp, Treasurer at 219-787-8115 or marlene.knapp@comcast.net.  
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Thank You 

The family of Dorothy Fancher would like to THANK the Bethlehem 

Lutheran “WELCA” ladies group for the delicious luncheon you provided 

 after her funeral on Thursday July 11th.  The ladies of the church always 

do such a great job and Bethlehem is so blessed to have this lady’s group. 

 

 

Pray Chain 

God tells us to pray for each other.  

James 5:13-16 says, are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are 
any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? 
They should call the elders of the church & have them pray over them with 
oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick & the Lord 
will raise them & any one who has committed sins will be forgiven.  
Therefor confess your sins to one another so that you may be healed.  

Contact Sharon Skalku at (219)926-5348 if you or someone you know  
is in need.  
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Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, toothpaste, 
etc...and any other hygiene samples. Sadly there are those in some  
facilities who never have visitors. They are truly alone. Please keep those 
items coming! I take them to one of the facilities where your donations 
are really, really appreciated. These samples are also used as prizes 
when patients play bingo or bunko. 

 Evie Edborg 

Thank you for continuing to donate the plastic ‘tops’ (as you collect them 
you will be surprised how many things have plastic tops!) Those tops 
are used to make park benches. Just leave them in the ‘youth room’ and I 
will take them to the place where they are accepted!!! 

Thank you again for your help in recycling whatever and whenever we 
can!!!     

 Evie Edborg 
 

ATTENTION EARLY BIRDS 
 
From 6-7am every Sunday radio station 98.7 FM  
features beautiful sacred music from all over the world. 
Choirs, and orchestras present many old Christian hymns 
that are so familiar to us.  

Even if you don’t get up until 6:30am you still can hear a 
half-hour of this moving music which will get you in the 
mood for church at 9am to hear our own lovely choir. 

 Evie Edborg 
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WELCA 
This year WELCA is making a change to there meetings. We will be 
going out to lunch more often hoping more women will attend. 

The following is our schedule of meetings for this year.  

Please join us for fun, fellowship & further education. We hope to 
see all the women of our church there.  

 

 

WELCA SCHEDULE 
DATE   TIME   PLACE 

AUG. 15TH   12PM   NANCY MILLER’S HOME* 

SEPT. 19TH   12 NOON  WAGNERS 

OCT. 17TH   1PM    CHURCH 

NOV. 21ST  1PM    CHURCH 

DEC. 12TH   12 NOON  PESTOS IN VALPO 

 

 * Please bring a side dish to share 

**If you need transportation to any of the meetings please call  
    Bea Beyer (219)771-9977 
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Dear members; 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to  
happiness or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3: 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose  
delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 
night, 3that person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they 
do prospers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As  
Christians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God  
provides us with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers 
and sisters in need. 

Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are 
able to help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
Monthly Bills 

 

During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem.  
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies given to 
the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be  
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your 
check. 
 

PAYROLL  --------------------------------------------- 8800.00 

BENEVOLENCE ------------------------------------------- 300.00 

NIPSCO ------------------------------------------------ 830.00 

STAFF BENEFITS --------------------------------------- 3400.00 

TELEPHONE --------------------------------------------- 369.00 

GARBAGE PICK-UP --------------------------------------- 163.00 

ADT SECURITY ------------------------------------------- 78.00 

MONROE EXTERMINATORS ----------------------------------- 38.00 

WATER /SEWER ------------------------------------------ 160.00 

OFFICE SUPPLIES --------------------------------------- 250.00 

PAYROLL PREPARATION ----------------------------------- 104.00 

OFFERING ENVELOPES ------------------------------------- 65.00 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) -------------- 300.00 

WORSHIP SUPPLIES -------------------------------------- 200.00 

INSURANCE  -------------------------------------------- 600.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------- 150.00  

Total --------------------------------------------- $15,807.00 
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Worship Assistant Schedule  
 
August 3 
Assistant Minister:  Jean Pass 
Usher: Ray Pass  
Usher Trainee:  
Sound Booth:   
Reader:  
Flowers:  Charles Enstrom  
 
August 4 
Assistant Minister:  Alyssa Cole 
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Usher Trainee:  
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
Acolytes:  
Reader:  Reynold Wolters 
Greeter(s):  
Flowers:  Charles Enstrom  
 
August 10 
Assistant Minister: Susan Collins  
Usher: Ray Pass  
Usher Trainee:    
Sound Booth:  
Reader:  
Flowers:  OPEN  
 
August 11  
Assistant Minister: Mark Peterson  
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Usher Trainee:  
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
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August 11 Con’t ~  
Acolytes:  
Greeter(s):  
Reader: Gail Ludwig  
Flowers:  OPEN  
 
August 17  
Assistant Minister:  Coryn Rodriguez 
Usher: Ray Pass  
Sound Booth:  
Reader:   
Flowers:  Rich & Rhonda Klaiber  
 
August 18 
Assistant Minister:  Judith Peters 
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Usher Trainee:  
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
Acolytes:  
Greeter(s):  
Reader: Susan Collins  
Flowers:  Rich & Rhonda Klaiber  
 
August 24 
Assistant Minister:  Addison Cole 
Usher:  Ray Pass  
Usher Trainee:  
Sound Booth:   
Reader:  
Flowers:  Marilynne Dilley  
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August 25 
Assistant Minister:  Megan Pratt  
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Usher Trainee:  
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
Acolytes:  
Greeter(s):  
Reader: Evie Edborg  
Flowers:  Marilynne Dilley  
 
 
August 31 
Assistant Minister:  Jean Pass  
Usher: Ray Pass 
Usher Trainee:  
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
Acolytes:  
Greeter(s):  
Reader:  
Flowers:   
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And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  

but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

08-04 08-11 08-18 08-25 

Cole 
Fancher 
 
 

Wilson 
Zaideman 
 
 
 

Burton 
McEwan 

Zaideman 

Lindenmeyer 
Smith 
Wilson 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR 
IN AUGUST 

Serving this month from  
the Altar Guild:   

Becky Cole & Judy Guidish   
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Altar flowers ~ the sign up chart is posted on the bulletin 
board outside the church office.  
The cost is $30.00 ~ checks payable to ‘WELCA’ 

 
    

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing 
in weekly items for the food pantry.  For the month of  

August we are asking for: 

 
08-04 ~ Cookies & cereal   

08-11 ~ Canned fruit and canned tuna 

08-18 ~ Ramen, taco, Jiffy and pancake mixes 

08-25 ~ Toilet paper and paper towels 

  
All item’s must be non-perishable 

 

 
This month WELCA will meet for our monthly meeting 
Thursday, August 15th at 12pm / noon at the home of  
Nancy Miller for a picnic. Please bring a side dish or a  
dessert to share.  

Please RSVP to Nancy Miller ~ (219)926-4337 

All women of the church are welcome to join us for bible 
study and fellowship.  
*It was cancelled last month due to the weather being so HOT!!  
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For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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  8:00p AA 

14 

 

               

           

  

  

15  
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

12:00p WELCA  

picnic at Nancy 

Miller’s home 

 

  4:00p Stephen 

            Ministry 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

17 
  

 

  

   

  5:30p Worship 

 

  8:00p Private 

            Event  

18 

    9:00a Worship  

 10:15a  Sunday 

              School 

 11:00p Private 

             Event 

  

           

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

8:00p AA  

20 
 

11:00a Quilting 101  

 

 

 

 

 

    

8:00p AA 

21 

              

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

22 

 
 

 

 

  

23 
 

 

 

 

24 

   

 

 

  

  5:30p Worship  
 
 

25 
 9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

              

  

 

6:00p NA 

8:00p AA 

26 
 

 

 

 

            

 

 

8:00p AA 

27 
11:00a  Quilting       

 

 

 

 

   

 

 8:00p AA 

28 
 

              

 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

 

  4:00p Stephen  

             Ministry 

30 

 

31 

 

 

 August Calendar 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

Phone: 219.926.5596 

Email: office@blcin.com 

Website: blcin.com 

All are welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday 

9:00 am Sunday 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

