
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

5:30pm Saturdays 

9:00am Sundays 

10:15am Sunday          

School 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 
Congregational Meeting 

 May 5th is going to be an important 
turning point in the history of Bethlehem. 
While many times congregational meetings 
can be seen as annoying or a heavy burden, it 
is an opportunity for a congregation to come 
together and discuss the business of the 
Church and Bethlehem. Being a member of a 
congregation carries a responsibility to not 
only give financially, participate in worship, 
and act like a Christian in your daily life, but 
also to participate in the work and life of the 
Church. One of the places in which people can 
do that is at a congregational meeting 
because this is where voices can be heard 
and answered by those who are elected to 
lead the congregation. While we will be 
hearing the reports of the committees and 
hear about some potential projects regarding 
logos and the chapel, we will also be making 
some crucial votes regarding changes in our 
constitution and by-laws and paying off the 
last of the mortgage. 
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Why is voting on the constitution and by-laws important? It is be-
cause it means a change in how the Church will be governed. While 
many of the changes reflect denomination changes regarding  
Deacons or wording changes to tighten language, we will be  
making significant decisions regarding the membership and amount 
of planned annual meetings of a congregation. As it stands now, 
someone can remain a member until they have not communed/
participated in worship or given a gift of record after five years.  
This practice does not provide an accurate reflection of the partici-
pating body of our congregation because that means our records 
will show people who have moved on from Bethlehem without  
telling the congregation or have not gone through the transfer  
process or other reasons.  The new change will now make member-
ship lapse after one year of not communing/worshiping or giving a 
gift of record. We will also be voting on how to reinstate member-
ship after it has lapsed.  Currently in the constitution, if membership 
lapses, the individual or family would have to make a confession of 
faith in front of the congregation through a liturgy that is not in  
active use anymore.  We will be voting to change that practice to 
merely participating in worship/communing or giving a gift of record 
to be reinstated. In terms of annual meetings, most congregations 
have one annual meeting a year, and practice of having two yearly 
meetings is a practice meant for congregations much larger than our 
own. Also, having our budget and committee reports together allow 
us to report how each committee has put to use the giving received 
more coherently so that people can actively see where their giving 
has gone through the committee reports. 
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Finally, at the end of the meeting, we all have a moment to  
witness the final payment of the mortgage. Thanks to the  
wonder of modern technology, we will pay the mortgage off on a 
computer and then proceed into song and celebration. We will 
then, in good Bethlehem fashion, have coffee and cake to  
celebrate the beginning of our celebrations this summer in paying 
off the mortgage. This final payment is an event twenty years in 
the making, and it represents a new day for Bethlehem. Please 
join us so that we can sing in a loud voice to celebrate the bounty 
that God has given us! 
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Please contact Pastor or one of our contact people-- 
Karan Smith, Bea Beyer, Chad Ogle, or Judith Peters to  
request a Stephen minister or to learn more about what 
having a Stephen minister involves.  With God's help, we 
are here for you.   
 
In Christ's love, 
The Stephen Ministry Team 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Employees 
They will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Daniel Grayvold ~ Music Director 
music@blcin.com 
872-222-6867 
Web Developer & Digital Asset Manager 
developer@blcin.com 

Angie Russell ~ Administrative Assistant 
office@blcin.com 
cmak062095@aol.com 
417-840-1394 

Karen Andershock ~ Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219-771-9297 

 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastor@blcin.com 
219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell   

Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

- Outreach Committee 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-628-3810 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

- Finance Committee Guy Nipper  - Stewardship Committee 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219-728-1784 

Amanda Rodriguez - Christian Education 
ajrodriguez2@comcast.net 
(219)929-7476 

 

tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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As a congregation, we are blessed with many talented 
members. Our quilters group has been very productive over the 
last several years. They have produced a number of beautiful 
quilts. These quilts are available to the congregation for a 
donation. The minimum donation to the church is $55.00. You 
are free to make your donation higher if you choose. If you are 
interested in purchasing a quilt, please mark your check with 
“quilt”. For further information, please contact Marilynne Dilley 
at 219-464-8181. 
 

 

The quilters are asking for donations of full size or larger 
‘colored’ sheets to be donated for backing for the quilts. 
Any donations are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you!!  
 

 

 

Come Celebrate!! 

We will be celebrating  the end of our mortgage on August 10th. 
Service will be at 10am with our celebration to follow. We will 
supply the meat (hog roast and chicken). Please bring a dish to 
share.  
 
More information to follow in the coming months. 

        Becky Cole 
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BLC has made great strides in its outreach this past year with 
the new website. Now that the church has a more public face, 
it is necessary to convey its mission and message in an appro-
priate and recognizable way. To that end we will be hiring 
a designer to create a symbol that will represent the church in 
all of its official publications. All members of the congregation 
are invited to provide input and ideas to guide the designer in 
crafting a graphic that will accurately represent the church's 
mission for the future. If you have any questions or suggestions 
or would like to assist with the process, contact Daniel 
at developer@blcin.com. 
 

With the digitizing of the church's archive about to begin, BLC is in need of 
new equipment: a dedicated computer for processing of the archive media. 
Though BLC does have other computers, they are currently in use by other 
staff members. An archiving computer would allow for a streamlined work-
flow for anyone contributing to the digitization work. 
 
However, this new computer would not have to be solely for digitizing.  
Interest has been expressed in the past regarding the recording of worship 
services for the benefit of shut-ins. This computer would allow us to record 
the services and process them as necessary without taking up the computer 
that is currently used for the projector displays in the sanctuary. With the 
services recorded, the people visiting the shut-ins would be able to play back 
the recordings, allowing them to feel like they're at the services again. 
 
We are asking the congregation to consider donating to this special cause to 
offset the costs of purchasing the computer and necessary accessories. All 
told, the cost of this new computer would come out to around $1500. This  
includes the computer itself as well as hardware accessories (such as key-
board, mouse, monitor, etc) and software. The sooner we have it, the sooner 
we can start putting it to use. If you are interested in helping out, please  
contact Marlene at finance@blcin.com. Any questions about the computer 
purchase can be sent to Daniel at developer@blcin.com 

mailto:developer@blcin.com
mailto:finance@blcin.com
mailto:developer@blcin.com
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CHURCH COUNCIL  

There is an opening on the church council for Finance and 
Outreach chairperson . 

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm for about  
1-2 hours. It is a good group of members working together for 
the benefit of our church.  
 

Please give some prayerful thought to be on your church 
council and contact Pastor Erik or myself. 

-Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Rev. Grayvold & Congregation, 

Thank you very much for your donations to  
Liberty Intermediate School. The support of the 
community for the Duneland Schools is  
priceless. Since we received your donations, I 
have already given out several highlighters and 
a pair of socks. Our students benefit from your 
generosity. 

      Sarah Smenyak 
      School Counselor LIS   
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I am usually not a fan of “Christian” movies or “Christian 
Production Companies.” Many of the films released by 
such companies and in such genres contain a severe lack 
of theological understanding regarding Christianity, poor 
storytelling models, lack of respect and strong ignorance 
regarding people of different religions/cultures, and  
terrible acting. I think what annoys me the most is an  
unrealistic and shallow worldview that turns a life of 
faith into nothing more than feel-good moments which 

come about only when someone “prays” hard enough. The film The Good  
Catholic came as a complete surprise to me. 

To be fair, The Good Catholic is not from a “Christian Production  
Company.” Rather it was produced by a small Indiana-based independent film 
company called Pigasus Pictures. The film does not set itself to be a “Christian” 
film but rather speaks a real story in the context of a young Catholic Priest. The 
film is about a young Catholic priest named Father Daniel who lives with a  
senior priest named Father Victor and a Monk named Brother Ollie. Father  
Daniel, being the lowest one in seniority, gets the responsibility of overseeing 
Friday night confession. During one boring night, he meets Jane who quickly 
puts Father Daniel off balance and forces him to reflect on his life and call, as 
well as dig up memories of lost loved ones from his past. The story of the film 
centers on the relationship of Father Daniel and Jane and how the other people 
in Father Daniel’s life react to his changes in behavior and practices. 

The films call itself a romance, but I see that as misleading. Indeed, love 
does develop, but the film instead focuses on the struggle of dealing with one's 
mortality in the face of vocation. The film gives an honest look at the muddiness 
in a life of faith as well as navigating human relationships. While many could 
write this film off as another “tempting a priest from the priesthood” type of 
film, the film gives an honest look at how this could happen BEYOND an  
attractive woman. The film leaves the relationship undefined between Father 
Daniel and Jane and lets the two characters struggle with that reality.  

. 

A note from  
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The film also allows the other characters, Father Victor and Brother Ollie, give 
their interpretation while also expanding the story to reveal other underlying  
factors regarding Father Daniel’s crisis of faith. While Jane is a significant factor in 
Father Daniel’s predicament, she is not the full reason. And for this among many 
reasons I find this film compelling: it demonstrates that a crisis of faith is never just 
one thing, but rather a compounding of factors that lead to it happening. The film 
also does not judge Father Daniel for having a crisis, which frequently occurs in 
“Christian” movies, but instead allows other characters to respond to his actions. 
The audience is given the whole picture of Father Daniel, and they can make their 
own judgement of what is going on rather than the director forcing their conclu-
sions on to the audience.  

While there is a lot more that can be said about this film, I think where its 
success lies (at least from my perspective, Rotten Tomatoes was undecided on its 
success) is in how it portrays honest human relationships in the context of faith 
and how a crisis of faith is not an independent journey. The film has Brother Ollie 
preach a sermon in which he explains a life of faith is compassion as in to “to  
suffer with.” A crisis of faith is never about the one person, nor should the body of 
Christ ever allow someone to suffer through it alone. The film from a production 
company that does not market itself as “Christian” manages to portray the life and 
identity as a Christian better than ANY Christian film I have ever watched. 
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Please keep collecting samples of lotions, shampoos, toothpaste, 
etc...any other hygiene samples. Sadly there are those in some  
facilities who never have visitors. They are truly alone. Please 
keep those items coming! I take them to one of the facilities where 
your donations are really, really appreciated. These samples are 
also used as prizes when patients play bingo or bunko. 

 Evie Edborg 

Thank you for continuing donating the plastic ‘tops’ (as you collect 
them you will be surprised how many things have plastic tops!) 
Those tops are used to make park benches. Just leave them in the 
‘youth room’ and I will take them to the place where they are  
accepted!!! 

Thank you again for your help in recycling whatever and whenever 
we can!!!     

 Evie Edborg 

 

ATTENTION EARLY BIRDS 

 

From 6-7am every Sunday radio station 98.7 FM  

features beautiful sacred music from all over the world. 

Choirs, and orchestras present many old Christian 

hymns that are so familiar to us.  

Even if you don’t get up until 6:30am you still can hear a 

half-hour of this moving music which will get you in the 

mood for church at 9am to hear our own lovely choir. 

 Evie Edborg 
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Notice:  Bethlehem Annual Meeting 1 

 

Bethlehem will have an annual meeting regarding committee  
reports on May 5th after the Sunday Worship. An official agenda 
will be released soon, but this meeting is going to be especially 
important this year due to the following: 

1. We will be voting on important changes regarding our  
constitution and by-laws. 

2.  At the end of the meeting we will have a mark of transition as 
we will electronically do our last payment of the mortgage and 
kick-off our celebrations regarding this event. 

 

Please join us for doing both the work and celebration! 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

NOVEMBER 2018 CHURCH COUNCILMEETING 

 

The Church Council met November 12, 2018; called to order at 6:02 P.M. The  

president was in the chair and the secretary present. Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Coffman and 

Mrs. Cole were absent. 

 

Pastor opened with devotion and prayer. 

 

Mrs. Beyer moved that the October 2018 council minutes be approved as presented 

seconded by Pastor Grayvold and carried. 

RL 

Treasurer’s Report: Mrs. Knapp presented the financial reports October 2018. 

  

Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported: Christian Education- confirmation, sixteen  

classes. Researching for new curriculum to accommodate more students. Outreach 

-nothing to report.  Property- worked with Mr. Daniel Grayvold to get new data  

bases operational.  Social Ministry- nothing to report. Stewardship- twenty  

pastoral visits. Stewardship campaign is wrapping-up.  We may have some much 

easier ways to work on pledge cards given our new software.. Worship- Attended 

eight Assembly gatherings. Plans have been made for my sabbatical. Advent mid-

week services have all props in place. Awaiting news regarding 4:00 and 10:00 p. m. 

Christmas Eve services 7:00 p.m. service is still being planned but will follow  

advent midweek services. Administrative- still working on sabbatical prepara-

tions. 

Worship Committee:  Pastor Grayvold reported that Christian Education had  

concerns with the Stewardship Campaigns taking place in the fall and if changed 

Lent might be an appropriate alternative time. The Worship Committee is welcome 

to discussion incorporating Stewardship Campaigns into aspects of worship.  

Worship Committee is opened to the idea of having one service to end the VBS week 

pending decisions made by Christian Education. No December 2018 meeting.  

Worship Committee with Church Council’s approval, will develop a plan for worship 

leadership during Pastor’s Sabbatical. 
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Stewardship Committee: Mr. Nipper reported that 110 pledge cards were distributed 

and 34 received. During this pledge campaign, the committee asked for an increase in 

giving by ½  

on 1% of household income.  Eleven pledges have been received honoring this request. 

Two more families are giving by automatic bank withdrawals. 

 

Christian Education: Mrs. Rodriquez reported that BLC will be participating in the  

Festival Of Trees in Centennial Park located in Chesterton. Application has been 

mailed and Sunday school has been busy making ornaments. A poll will be taken for the 

two options for the 2019 VBS. The poll will be taken via the church website outlining 

the pros and cons of each of the two options: 1) continue as is, raise tuition and ask for 

sponsors. 2) Attempt VBS from 6-8 p.m. or similar time variance 5:00-7:00 conducted by 

volunteers and assisted with LOLS/confirmation. 

(November 2018 Council Minutes continued.) 

 

Property Committee:  Mrs. Coffman reported the drain by the air conditioner has been 

repaired. 

Finance Committee:  No report. 

 

Social Committee: No report. 

 

Outreach: No report 

Old Business: December 2, 2018 is the date for the 2019 Budget Meeting.  Meeting will 

begin at 10:00 a.m., followed by one service at 11:00 a.m., the Advent Luncheon at 12.00 

a.m. and a presentation of Swedish Immigration at 2:00 p.m. 

 

New Business: Mrs. Jeaneen Dougherty requested  that Pastor Jane Archer preside 

over the funeral services for Doris Dougherty.  Should Pastor Grayvold be unavailable 

to preside at a funeral service, the family has the choice of a Supply Pastor or by a for-

mer Bethlehem Pastor (if agreeable) to conduct the service. Council Christmas Dinner 

will be held December 11, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the church social hall. Health issues per-

taining to the church secretary and custodian and how to cover these positions (if need 

be) were discussed. 
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Pastor Grayvold moved to adjourn seconded by Mrs. Beyer and carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p. m. 

 

Pastor Grayvold closed with prayer. 

 

Ron Ludwig 

Secretary 
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WELCA 
This year WELCA is making a change to there meetings. We will be 
going out to lunch more often hoping more women will attend. 

The following is our schedule of meetings for this year.  

Please join us for fun, fellowship & further education. We hope to 
see all the women of our church there.  

 

WELCA SCHEDULE 
DATE   TIME   PLACE 

MAY 16TH   12 NOON VALS 

JUNE 13TH   1PM   CHURCH 

JULY 18TH   12 NOON HOME OF NANCY MILLER 

AUG. 15TH   1PM   CHURCH 

SEPT. 19TH   12 NOON WAGNERS 

OCT. 17TH   1PM   CHURCH 

NOV. 14TH   1PM   CHURCH 

DEC. 12TH   12 NOON PESTOS IN VALPO 

 

**If you need transportation to any of the meetings please call  
    Bea Beyer (219)771-9977 
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Dear members; 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to  
happiness or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3: 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose  
delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 
night, 3that person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they 
do prospers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As  
Christians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God  
provides us with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers 
and sisters in need. 

Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are 
able to help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3


18  

 

As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each 
other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all that 
we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, but our 
property. Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and  
contribute as you are able. Our mortgage principal balance now stands at 
$9,800.00. In order to meet our financial obligations in the operating  
account, we require $16,000.00 per month. Our income for MARCH was 
$21,539.73.  

The following accounts show the ending balances as of MARCH 31st–  

EJ Stock $    100.00 Money from the sale of donated 

EJ CDS $        0.00 Money from SBA check transferred 

Grants $  1,041.59 Money given for community 

Leadership Fund $  8,050.38  

Mortgage Reduction $  3,049.55  

Operating Account $  4,519.95 Money from envelopes each week 

Pastor’s Fund $     574.73 Money used to help people in need 

Savings $  9,641.53  

Youth Group $  3,395.67 Money earned by the youth 

 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, 
Treasurer at 219-787-8115 or marlene.knapp@comcast.net.  
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MONTHLY BILLS 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem.  
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies given to 
the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be  
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your check. 

 

PAYROLL  --------------------------------------------- 8800.00 

BENEVOLENCE ------------------------------------------- 300.00 

NIPSCO ------------------------------------------------ 830.00 

STAFF BENEFITS --------------------------------------- 3400.00 

TELEPHONE --------------------------------------------- 369.00 

GARBAGE PICK-UP --------------------------------------- 163.00 

ADT SECURITY ------------------------------------------- 78.00 

MONROE EXTERMINATORS ----------------------------------- 38.00 

WATER /SEWER ------------------------------------------ 160.00 

OFFICE SUPPLIES --------------------------------------- 250.00 

PAYROLL PREPARATION ----------------------------------- 104.00 

OFFERING ENVELOPES ------------------------------------- 65.00 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) -------------- 300.00 

WORSHIP SUPPLIES -------------------------------------- 200.00 

INSURANCE  -------------------------------------------- 600.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------- 150.00  

Total --------------------------------------------- $15,807.00 

 
The above amounts do not include annual costs of  
$3,700.00 for VBS and $1,000.00 for Synod Assembly. 
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Worship Assistant Schedule  
 
May 4 Settings 3 w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Coryn Rodriguez   
Usher: John Ruoff and Ray Pass  
Usher Trainee: Lilly Figolah 
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
Acolytes:  
Reader: Susan Collins  
Counters: 
Flowers: Debbie Kemp 
May 5  
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Judith Peters  
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Sound Booth: Al Wilson 
Head Acolyte: Jordan Huneryager  
Acolytes: Naomi Rodriguez, Grayson Nagel , and  
                 Andrew Kazmeierczak  
Reader: Reynold Wolter  
Greeter(s): Karan Smith  
Counters: 
Flowers: Debbie Kemp 
 
May 11 Setting 3 w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Jean Pass  
Usher: Ron Ludwig and Ray Pass 
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
Acolytes:  
Reader: Jeanne Prather  
Counters: 
Flowers: Nancy Reitz 
May 12 Setting 3 w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Lois Fancher 
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 



21  

 

Usher Trainee: Ben Van Wagner   
Sound Booth: Al Wilson  
Head Acolyte: Paige Hancock   
Acolytes: Zach Hancock , Grace Klaiber  and Alexi Prybella  
Greeter(s): Brian & Julie Tegt and Family  
Reader: Evie Edborg  
Counters:  
Flowers: Nancy Reitz  
 
 
 
May 18 Setting 3 w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Jean Pass   
Usher: Mallory Lindstedt and Ray Pass 
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
Acolytes:  
Reader: Kevin Lindstedt   
Counters: 
Flowers: Marilyn Ruoff 
May 19 Setting 3 w/ Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Alyssa Cole  
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Usher Trainee: Lilly Figolah  
Sound Booth: Al Wilson 
Head Acolyte: Shea Ogle  
Acolytes: Addison Cole , Wyatt Cole, and Zach Van Wagner 
Greeter(s): Chris & Jill Huneryager and Family 
Reader: Mara Huneryager  
Counters: 
Flowers: Marilyn Ruoff 
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May 25 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Megan Pratt   
Usher: Jean & Ray Pass  
Sound Booth:  
Head Acolyte:  
Acolytes:  
Reader: Jeanne Prather  
Counters: 
Flowers: Bob & Greta McKeough 
 
May 26 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Mark Peterson  
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Sound Booth: Becky Cole  
Head Acolyte: Avery Tegt  
Acolytes: Jeanine Maya , Wyatt Cole, and Camden Tegt   
Greeter(s): Mark & Sarah Potrzebowski and Family 
Reader: Howard Peters 
Counters: 
Flowers: Bob & Greta McKeough  
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And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  

but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

05-05 05-12 05-19 05-26  

Nickels 
Torres 
 

Gulbransen 
Keator 
 
 
 

Dougherty 
Klopfer 
Ludwig 

Kozinski 
Miller 
Ogle 

 
 
 
 
 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR 

IN MAY  

Serving this month from  

the Altar Guild:   

Marcia Gaston & Evie Edborg  
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Altar flowers ~ the sign up chart is  

posted on the bulletin board outside the church office.  
The cost is $30.00 ~ checks payable to ‘WELCA’ 

 
    

 

 

Thank you everyone that has been so supportive in bringing 

in weekly items for the food pantry.  For the month of May 

we are asking for: 

05-05 ~ Varied soups and packaged mixes for meals 

05-12 ~ Canned tomatoes, Jiffy muffin mix and peanut butter 

05-19 ~ Ramen soup mix and after school snacks 

05-26 ~ Crackers, white rice and cookies  

 

All item’s must be non-perishable 

 

 

WELCA will meet for our monthly  
meeting Thursday, May 16th at noon at 
Val’s Pizza in Chesterton. If anyone 
needs transportation please contact  
Bea Beyer, (219)771-9977. 
Hope to see everyone there!   
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For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 1 
10:00a Bible Study ~ 

             Alpha 

 

4:00p Choir  

          Rehearsal 

5:00p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal 

        

6:30p Confirmation 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

5:15p Christian Ed 

           Committee 

 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

3 
 

 

4 

 

  

 

 

5:30p Worship  

5  
  9:00a Worship 

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

10:15a Semi - 

     Annual Meeting 

 

 

 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

6 

PASTOR ON 

VACATION 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

8:00p AA 

7 VOTING 

11:00a Quilting 101 

  

 PASTOR ON 

VACATION  

 

 

5:00p Music /  

Worship Committee   

   

8:00p AA 

8 

10:00a Bible Study ~ 

            Alpha 

 

 

4:00p Choir 

           Rehearsal 

5:00p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal 

6:30p Confirmation 

9 
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            School 
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8:00p AA 
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6:00p Bible Study ~  

           Omega 

8:00p AA 
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5:30p Executive  

6:00p Council Mtg. 

 

 

  8:00p AA 
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NEWSLETTER 

    DEADLINE 

10:00a Bible Study~ 

            Alpha 

 4:00p Choir  

          Rehearsal 

 5:00p Handbell  

Team Rehearsal 

 6:30p Confirmation 
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   8:00p AA 
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10:00a Bible Study ~ 

             Alpha 
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Team Rehearsal 
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            School 
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MEMORIAL DAY  
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      CLOSED  

 

 

8:00p AA 

28 
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 8:00p AA 
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10:00a Bible Study ~ 

             Alpha 

4:00p Choir  

           Rehearsal 

5:00p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal 

 

6:30p Confirmation 
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SYNOD 
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6:00p Girl Scouts  

31 
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SYNOD 

ASSEMBLY 

 

 May Calendar 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

Phone: 219.926.5596 

Email: office@blcin.com 

Website: blcin.com 

All are welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday 

9:00 am Sunday 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

