
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

5:30pm Saturdays 

9:00am Sundays 

10:15am Sunday          

School 

Bethlehem Lutheran  Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 
Christian Education has been an important part of my 
life. I have taught Sunday School since I was a 
teenager. Most of my teaching experience has been 
the preschool/kindergarten age, however the past few 
years I moved up to fifth/sixth grade. I’ve tackled 
some tough topics with my Sunday School kids…
especially the fifth/sixth graders. It has been an 
experience watching them talk out these topics. It has 
been wonderful to watch our youth grow through their 
faith over the years. Some of the kids I was lucky 
enough to have in preschool and then again in fifth 
grade. What a difference!  
 
Our church has a variety of Christian Education 
classes. We offer two Bible studies, an adult Sunday 
School class, Confirmation, and a Youth Group. If you 
have never attended one of these classes, I suggest 
you try one out. All of the classes are interactive and 
contain great discussion. I also suggest if you have 
any topic that you would like to discuss to contact 
Amanda Rodriguez or Pastor Erik. Christian 
Education is a way for all of to grow our faith outside 
of sitting in church on Sundays. 
 
-Becky Cole 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Employees 
They will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Daniel Grayvold ~ Music Director 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
872-222-6867 
Web Developer & Digital Asset Manager 
developerchestertonblc@gmail.com 

Angie Russell ~ Secretary 
chestertonblc@gmail.com 
cmak062095@aol.com 
417-840-1394 

Karen Andershock ~ Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219-771-9297 

 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell   

Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

- Outreach Committee 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-628-3810 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

- Finance Committee Guy Nipper  - Stewardship Committee 
reppinx2@hotmail.com 
219-728-1784 

Amanda Rodriguez - Christian Education 
ajrodriguez2@comcast.net 
(219)929-7476 

 

tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
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As a congregation, we are blessed with many talented members. 

Our quilters group has been very productive over the last 

several years. They have produced a number of beautiful quilts. 

These quilts are available to the congregation for a donation. 

The minimum donation to the church is $50.00. You are free to 

make your donation higher if you choose. If you are interested 

in purchasing a quilt, please mark your check with “quilt”. For 

further information, please contact Marilynne Dilley at 219-464

-8181. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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BECAUSE OF GOD’S GREAT MERCY 

 

The results of our stewardship program are somewhat encourag-

ing. We received 41 pledges compared to 46 last year. However, 

the total value of the pledges was $147,436, which is an increase 

of $250 from last year. This was made possible by the fact that 21 

of the pledges we received increased their pledge from last year. 

We thank all who submitted a pledge and also all those who sup-

port our church financially and in many other ways. 

Guy Nipper 
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There is an opening on the church council for  

Finance and Outreach chairperson . 

  

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm for about 1

-2 hours. It is a good group of members working together for 

the benefit of our church.  

 

Please give some prayerful thought to be on your church 

council and contact Pastor Erik or myself. 

-Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 
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We have been exploring my sabbatical question of 
"how do we make the Church irrelevant?" "We" are 
the baptized body of Christ who joins together in a 
shared mission of the Gospel, and we have failed in 
our mission to proclaim the Gospel because the na-
ture of our sin of xenophobia, which is incompatible 
with the purpose of the Gospel. Now we will explore 
how we can deal with this sin and move back into 
alignment with the mission of the Gospel. 

First all, there needs to be a formal acknowledg-
ment of our sin of xenophobia and receiving of forgiveness for our sin. 
While we have spent a lot of time trying to make the Church relevant to 
culture or disbelieving that Church is relevant to our modern world, this 
has brought us of the Church into sin. We have become worshipers not 
of the living God, but of our own fears, doubts, and xenophobic tenden-
cies. We always begin worship with our brief order for confession and 
forgiveness, and this is also needed to start the work of realigning our-
selves with the mission of Christ. This will be the most challenging part 
of this process because that means we will need to reach outside of our 
comfort zone in ways that we have not for decades and maybe even 
centuries. It implies an acknowledgment of how we have created sys-
tems that have prevented us from proclaiming the Gospel to ALL of cre-
ation. The famous Anabaptist Menno Simons speaks of the mission of 
the Church in the following way: 

"True evangelical faith is of such a nature it cannot lie dormant, but 
spreads itself out in all kinds of righteousness and fruits of love; it dies to 
flesh and blood; it destroys all lusts and forbidden desires; it seeks, 
serves and fears God in its inmost soul; it clothes the naked; it feeds the 
hungry; it comforts the sorrowful; it shelters the destitute; it aids and 
consoles the sad; it does good to those who do it harm; it serves those 
that harm it; it prays for those who persecute it; it teaches, admonishes 
and judges us with the Word of the Lord; it seeks those who are lost; it 
binds up what is wounded; it heals the sick; it saves what is strong 
(sound); it becomes all things to all people. The persecution, suffering 
and anguish that come to it for the sake of the Lord's truth have become 
a glorious joy and comfort to it." 

The faith of one who is called to proclaim the Gospel is not one that 
sits idly by, but instead is one that cannot help, but act as Menno Si-

A note from  
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mons says. We who make up the Church need to acknowledge that our 
xenophobic tendencies have gotten in the way of our ability to carry out the 
mission, and now we must repent of that sin. Upon our reception of the 
Gospel anew, forgiveness for our complacency and xenophobia, the work 
can truly begin anew. 

Because we have not spent years doing mission work, we will need to 
learn once again how do the mission given to us by God. The hearing of 
God's Word needs not to be only heard on Sunday mornings but needs to 
be a daily act. The fact is that we fell into our sin because we did not 
acknowledge that we are ourselves are in need of this saving Word just as 
much as those we proclaim. I do not mean that we should fight to start hav-
ing prayer in schools, but rather that we who make up the Church need to 
hear the Gospel anew every day to strengthen and guide us in our mission. 
We have gotten used to the fallacy that the problems of the Church are due 
to those outside of it when in reality the problems of the Church can be 
traced to those who make up the Body of Christ. We are sinners and are in 
a constant need of that forgiveness, not just in the formal way I said previ-
ously, but daily washings of our sin. 

Next, we must open ourselves to learning more about God's Word. It 
is here where my critique is more towards the places of the Church that 
have older roots. Newer branches of Christianity certainly have an enthusi-
asm for the spiritual formation of its members, but it comes at dangerous 
costs that are contrary to the Gospel. The spiritual formation of the body 
Christ should not include threats of eternal damnation but instead seen as 
a religious "strengthen" or "exercise." Just as the body is in need of move-
ment and action to keep it healthy, so does our faith. Being a common faith, 
we are called to not just "exercise" our faith alone, but with others in the 
body of Christ. Different exercises could include: joining Bible Studies, at-
tending Sunday School, requesting classes on particular topics, and grow-
ing in our faith beyond the spaces we find comfortable. It may mean even 
seeking opportunities to take action with one's belief that go contrary to 
one's previously held standards of the Church. All this should be done in 
care and surrounded by the body of Christ with the confidence that in this 
holy work, the Holy Spirit will shape and mold us of the Church in ways 
ready for the mission we are called.  

Finally, we must reclaim prayer not as an idle task, but rather com-
munion with God. We should not divorce prayer from action, nor should 
prayer be limited to "folding hands and bowing hands." Prayer should be-
come a radical act of faith that acknowledges and petitions for the action of 
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God's good grace to continue impacting this world. We speak of the power 
of prayer, but what if we use prayer as an act that stands up against the 
evils of the world? What if we use prayer as an act of defiance to the pow-
ers of sin and death? Christ told us to "deliver us from evil," and why can 
we not pray publicly and boldly? Again, this is not about trying to "get pray-
er back in schools" because that reveals a theological problem. If one's 
reason to get prayer back into school is to get God back into the schools, 
then we have already failed our mission because it puts barriers on God's 
action. God has not left the schools; God has already been there waiting 
for us to pray in acts of justice to seek an end to sin and death's power in 
this world. When prayer becomes centered on the strength of God's love to 
bring resurrection into this world, it changes our outlook on what could hap-
pen in this world. We do not need to withdraw from it, but instead, God calls 
us to act upon it as the people of God fully equipped and guided by the Ho-
ly Spirit. 

As I return this coming month, I hope to come back with more to ex-

pand on these articles and more to add to this overall conversation. My list 

in this article is by no means exhaustive regarding the work we of the 

Church have in front of us. However, I fully believe that the living Christ has 

not abandoned us in this endeavor nor has sent away the Spirit from us. 

The Spirit remains and is waiting for us to confess and repent of our sins, 

shake off the years of compliance, and step out with a fire known by the 

disciples of old. 
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Contact and Coverage 

 

While Pastor Erik on sabbatical he is not to be contacted for anything. Any 
messages he will receive will not be addressed during this time nor will 
they be forwarded on. The following contacts will address any issue during 
this time. 

General Church Questions: ------ Call Church office or check the website 

Questions Regarding Giving: ---- Marlene Knapp  219.787.8115 

Issue with Staff: ---------------------- Lois Fancher  219.921.4524 

Issues with members: -------------- Lois Fancher  219.921.4524 

 

Pastoral Care: 

If you are in need of Pastoral Care or have a death please contact the fol-
lowing during this time: 

 

Jan 6-14: ------------------------------ Rev. Ruth Popkin 508.450.9860 

Jan 15-24: ----------------------------- Rev. Tim Knauff Jr 219.242.7308 

Jan 25-Feb 2: ------------------------ Rev. Dr. Tim Leitzke 443.282.8680 

Feb 3-Feb 11: ------------------------ Rev. Aaron Ban 314.440.4823 
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Holiday Donations 

 

On Thanksgiving we gave out 7 food baskets to families in need within the 
community. For Christmas, 12 food baskets were distributed. The angel 
tree donations resulted in 23 children receiving gifts. The generosity of this 
congregation is without limits. You have lifted a burden off the shoulders of 
God's children in need. I know you will be blessed for your help. 

 

Food baskets are designed to feed a family not only for the holiday but for 
a week. Each basket contains the following: turkey, stuffing, gravy, pota-
toes, 2 vegetables, 2 fruits, cranberries, 4 lbs. ground meat, ham, sweet 
potatoes, rolls, 2 desserts, pasta, spaghetti sauce, milk, bread, eggs, 
cheese, and butter. 

 

We received the names of these families from our church members, First 
Contact, and people calling the church asking for help. No one was turned 
away. The food was purchased from funds in a grant that was set aside for 
this purpose and supplemented by donations from our congregation. 

 

The angel tree names came from the families. Their children were asked 
what they wanted from Santa and an angel was placed on a tree in BLC's 
lobby with their request. 

 

WELCA has an envelope that is passed around at each monthly meeting. 
These donations are set aside for children at Christmas. Each year, a fami-
ly in most need is selected and the collected money is used to purchase 
gifts for children in this family. This year we had enough not only to do this 
but to also give gifts to the last-minute requests for the angel tree. 

 

-Bea Beyer 
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Mexican Dinner Makes its Return to Bethlehem 

 

Due to popular demand and a continued need the Mexican dinner will be 
held on March 1. All are welcome. Santiago's will once again be providing 
some of the food for the dinner. This will not cover everything we will need. 
On February 1 a sign-up sheet will be placed in BLC's narthex. We are 
looking for people to donate taco meat, lettuce, cheese, tomatoes, and 
desserts. We will also need people to set up and clean up. 

 

This year for entertainment we will be having a battle of the choirs. Our 
adult choir under the direction of Judith Peters will be up against the chil-
dren's choir under the direction of Maddie Fry. May the best voices prevail. 

 

-Bea Beyer 
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The quilters are asking for donations of full size or larger 

‘colored’ sheets to be donated for backing for the quilts. 

Any donations are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you!!  
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Please keep collecting samples of lotions,  
shampoos, toothpaste,...any other hygiene  
samples. I take them to one of the facilities 
where they are gratefully accepted. These  
samples are also used as prizes when patients 
play bingo or bunko. 

  Evie Edborg 

Thank you for continuing donating the plastic ‘tops’ (as you collect 
them you will be surprised how many things have plastic tops!) 
Those tops are used to make park benches. Just leave them in the 
‘youth room’ and I will take them to the place where they are  
accepted!!! 

Thank you again for your help in recycling whatever and whenever 
we can!!!     

 Evie Edborg 

 

ATTENTION EARLY BIRDS 

 

From 6-7am every Sunday radio  

station 98.7 FM features  

beautiful sacred music from all over 

the world. Choirs, and  

orchestras present many old 

Christian hymns that are so familiar to us.  

Even if you don’t get up until 6:30am you still can hear a 

half-hour of this moving music which will get you in the 

mood for church at 9am to hear our own lovely choir. 

 Evie Edborg 
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Dear members; 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to happi-
ness or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3: 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose de-
light is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 
night, 3that person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields 
its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do pros-
pers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As Chris-
tians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God provides us 
with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers and sisters in 
need. 

Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are able 
to help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be supportive of each 
other through prayer and acts of kindness. We must remember that all that 
we have is a gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, but our 
property. Please remember in your prayers our house of worship and con-
tribute as you are able. Our mortgage principal balance now stands at 
$27,038.17. In order to meet our financial obligations in the operating ac-
count, we require $16,000.00 per month. Our income for DECEMBER was 
$15,175.00.  

The following accounts show the ending balances as of DECEMBER 
31ST–  

EJ Stock $100.00 Money from the sale of donated 
stock 

EJ CDS $0.00 Money from SBA check transferred 
to savings 

Grants $1,041.59 Money given for community 
outreach 

Leadership Fund $8,040.38  

Mortgage Reduction $5,781.54  

Operating Account $969.86 Money from envelopes each week 
that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund $416.65 Money used to help people in need 

Savings $14,807.46  

Youth Group $3,483.89 Money earned by the youth 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, 
Treasurer at 219-787-8115 or marlene.knapp@comcast.net.  
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MONTHLY BILLS 

 
During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem.  
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies given to 
the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be  
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your check. 

 

PAYROLL  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $8,800.00 

BENEVOLENCE ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $300.00 

NIPSCO ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $830.00 

STAFF BENEFITS -------------------------------------------------------------------------- $3,400.00 

TELEPHONE ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $369.00 

GARBAGE PICK-UP ------------------------------------------------------------------------- $163.00 

ADT SECURITY --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $78.00 

MONROE EXTERMINATORS --------------------------------------------------------------- $38.00 

WATER /SEWER ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- $160.00 

OFFICE SUPPLIES -------------------------------------------------------------------------- $250.00 

PAYROLL PREPARATION ----------------------------------------------------------------- $104.00 

OFFERING ENVELOPES -------------------------------------------------------------------- $65.00 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH) --------------------------- $300.00 

WORSHIP SUPPLIES ----------------------------------------------------------------------- $200.00 

INSURANCE  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $600.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES -------------------------------------------------- $150.00  

Total ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $15,807.00 

 
The above amounts do not include annual costs of  
$3,700.00 for VBS and $1,000.00 for Synod Assembly. 
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Worship Assistant Schedule  
 
Feb 2 Cycle of Days w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Mark Klauss 
Assistant Minister: Jean Pass 
Usher: Ron Ludwig and Ray Pass 
Reader: Kevin Lindstedt 
Feb 3 Cycle of Days w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Mark Klauss 
Assistant Minister: Megan Pratt 
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Head Acolyte: Avery Tegt 
Acolytes: Alexi Prybella, Camden Tegt, Mara Huneryager 
Reader: Gail Ludwig 
 
Feb 9 Service of the Word 
Worship Leader 1: Alyssa Cole 
Worship Leader 2: Megan Pratt 
Usher: John Ruoff and Ray Pass 
Reader: Jean Prather 
Feb 10 Service of the Word 
Worship Leader 1: Judith Peters 
Worship Leader 2: Mark Peterson 
Usher: Jeri Kasten, Skip Beyer, and Lily Figolah 
Acolytes: Addison Cole and Andrew Kazmierczak 
Reader: Reynold Walters 
 
Feb 16 Cycle of Days w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Jean Pass 
Usher: Ron Ludwig and Ray Pass 
Head Acolyte: Jeanine Maya 
Reader: Susan Collins 
Feb 17 Cycle of Days w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Lois Fancher 
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Head Acolyte: Shea Ogle 
Acolytes: Gracie Klaiber, Naomi Rodriguez, Ava Komp 
Reader: Evie Edborg 
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Serving this month from  

the Altar Guild:   

Nancy Miller & Carla Coffman 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  

but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

02-03 02-10 02-17 02-24 

Hodgiss 
Wiltermood 
Wallace-
Wiltermood 

Andershock 
Beyer 
Bush 

  

Feb 23 Cycle of Days w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Jean Pass 
Usher: Carla Coffman and Ray Pass 
Reader: Jean Pass 
 
Feb 24 Cycle of Days w/Communion 
Presiding Minister: Rev. Erik Grayvold 
Assistant Minister: Mark Peterson 
Usher: Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer 
Head Acolyte: Jordan Huneryager 
Acolytes: Wyatt Cole, Zach Van Wagner, Zoe Komp 
Reader: Mara Huneryager 
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WELCA will resume our regular monthly 
meetings on February 21st at 1PM. All 
women of the church are most welcome. 
Our bible study will be led by Sharon 
Skalku. Dessert and fellowship to follow. 
Hope to see you there. 

  
altar flowers ~ the NEW 2019 sign up chart is  

posted on the bulletin board outside the 
church office. The cost is $30.00 ~ checks 

payable to ‘WELCA’ 

 
    

 

 

Thank you everyone that has been so  

supportive in bringing in weekly items 

for the food pantry.  

For the month of January we are  

asking for: 

 

02-03 ~ canned fruit in pop-top cans and juice boxes 

02-10 ~ peanut butter and ramen noodles 

02-17 ~ toilet paper and toothpaste 

02-24 ~ cookies and cold cereal 
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For an up-to-date calendar, visit blcin.com/calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

PASTOR ON 

SABBATICAL 

UNTIL 2/12 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

1 
 

 
 

 

 

2 

5:30p Worship  

3 
9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

4 

8:00p AA 

5 

11:00a Quilting 

 8:00p AA 

 

6 

5:00p Christian Ed 

6:30p Confirmation 

 

 

 

7 

6:00p Girl Scouts 
8 9                    

5:30p Worship  

  

 

10 

 9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

11 

8:00p AA 

 

12  
11:00a  Quilting  

 8:00p AA 

 

13 
4:00p Choir Re-

hearsal 

5:00p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal 

5:00p Girl Scouts 

6:30p Confirmation 

14 

6:00p Stephen Min-

istry 

15 
NEWSLET-

TER DEAD-

LINE 

16 
    5:30p Worship  

 

17 
  9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

 

18 
6:00p Bible Study 

Omega 

8:00p AA 

. 

19 
11:00a  Quilting  

5:30p Executive 

Council Meeting 

6:00p Council Meet-

ing 

6:30 LOL: Bible 

Study and Fellow-

ship 

 8:00p AA 

20 
10a Bible Study 

Alpha 

4:00p Choir Re-

hearsal 

5:00p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal 

6:30p Confirmation  

21 
 1:00p WELCA 

 6:00p Girl Scouts 

22 
 

23    

     5:30p Worship  
 
 

24 
 9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

 6:00p NA 

 8:00p AA 

 

25 
6:00p Bible Study 

Omega 

8:00p AA 

 

26 
11:00a  Quilting       

 8:00p AA 

 

27 

10a Bible Study 

Alpha 

 

4:00p Choir Re-

hearsal 

5:00p Handbell 

Team Rehearsal 

28 
4:00p Stephen  

           Ministry 

 
 

 

 

 February Calendar 

https://blcin.com/calendar
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Phone: 219.926.5596 

Email: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Website: blcin.com 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday 

9:00 am Sunday 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

