
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

 
5:30pm Saturdays 

 9:00am Sundays 
 
10:15am Sunday   
       School 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

WORSHIP 

Your Worship Committee helps provide 
worship services that the congregation 
will understand and enjoy. A search on 
“worship” in Google says the following: 
“Worship means to show reverence  
and adoration for a deity; honor with  
religious rites.” We encourage worship 
of our GOD in reverence, veneration, 
adoration, glorification, glory, exaltation 
and much more. 

As your committee, we work with Pastor 
Erik and the Sundays Season service 
book to put together the worship  
settings. 

Worship comprised of: 

1. Teaching 
2. Prayer 
3. Bible readings 
4. Music 
5. Communion 
6. Offering of gifts 
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As we move forward, we are including many of our 
great people in of our worship service. As you have 
noticed, both Pastor and the Worship Committee 
are asking members of the congregation to partici-
pate in the service. Our younger members are also 
stepping up to help within the service. As we in-
clude them in this way, it gives them knowledge of 
how the service works and why we do what we do. 
We see their participation as a gift they offer to the 
congregation. 

Anyone who is interested in learning what that feels 
like, there is always need for more help during our 
worship service. 
 
Your Worship Committee consists of: 
 

*Beverly Stegemann 
*Rhonda Klaiber 
*Marsha Gaston 
*Jean Pass 
*Audra Peterson 
*Pastor Erik 
*Karan Smith 
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As a congregation, we are blessed with many talented members. 

Our quilters group has been very productive over the last several 

years. They have produced a number of beautiful quilts. These 

quilts are available to the congregation for a donation. The mini-

mum donation to the church is $50.00. You are free to make your 

donation higher if you choose. If you are interested in purchasing a 

quilt, please mark your check with “quilt”. For further infor-

mation, please contact Marilynne Dilley at 219-464-8181. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Constitution and By-laws are going to be reviewed, 
evaluated and changed starting January 2018 and individuals 
are needed to assist in this process. 

Please contact Ron Ludwig at (219)926-2874, Pastor Grayvold 
(906)364-1035 or leave your information in the church office. 

Thank you, 

 
Ron Ludwig 
Committee Chairperson 

 



4  

 

Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

                - Finance Committee 
 
 
 
Amanda Rodriguez - Christian Education 
ajrodriguez2@comcast.net 
(219)929-7476 
 

 
             - Outreach Committee 
 
 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
 Guy Nipper  - Stewardship Committee 
 Reppinx2@hotmail.com 
 219-728-1784 
 
      
 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Employees 
They will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Daniel Grayvold ~ Music Director   Angie Russell ~ Secretary 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com    chestertonblc@gmail.com 
872-222-6867      cmak062095@aol.com 
        417-840-1394 

Karen Andershock ~ Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219-771-9297 

mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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The question I am taking with me into  

Sabbatical is the following, "How do we 

make the Church irrelevant?" For the next 

three newsletter article articles, I am going 

to tear apart this question and then when I 

return I will hopefully have something more 

to offer after I tear it down. 

 

First of all, I want to address the "we" part of the question. 

The Church is certainly not the buildings, the institution, or its 

leaders. The Church is all the people united in Baptism and 

given the call/responsibility/mission to proclaim the Gospel of 

Jesus of Christ. The "we" of the question is probably the  

hardest part because it points an accusation at the Church  

itself. My original form of this question is "How is the Church 

relevant to a modern-day culture?" This original question 

does not push blame on anyone, but it puts pressure of the 

Church to accommodate the culture. It leaves its people who 

make up the Church free of the guilt and responsibility of the 

problems the Church has caused in recent decades that has 

led to its decline. 

I think looking closer at this "we" is especially important 

as we enter into Advent. "We" who make up the Church  

understand one element about ourselves that is undeniable: 

we are sinners.  

 
    

A note from  
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(2) 

 

We of the Church are perfectly able to take an institution 

ordained by God and turn it into an idol or to use it to lift up 

other idols. To sin means to turn away from God and seek life 

and salvation from something within creation. During the  

season of Advent, we contemplate the idols of the world and 

how they seem to fail at all corners. We of the Church  

understand the temporary elements of this world—we  

understand the power of death and what it is capable of in 

this world. While we will fall into our worship of idols, we of 

the Church know that God, who is outside of creation, needs 

to intercede for us. We celebrate Advent because we are  

preparing for that moment when God transcends the bounda-

ries of creation to enter into it and become a part of it. God  

incarnate in Jesus Christ then dies and rises from the dead 

for us and all of creation thus proving that the mission of the 

Church has to do with life and death. Regardless of what era, 

life, and death will always be "relevant" so to speak because 

this world is in a constant state of life and death. 

If the Church is always "relevant" that means those who 

are capable of sin cause it to become irrelevant. That we the 

people of the Church have acted in ways that tear the Church 

away from its mission of the Gospel. Next month I will explore 

the "how" section of this question. 
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The Altar Guild is decorating the Church 

on Wednesday December 19th at 9am. All 

help is welcome and appreciated. 

 

Welca will have their Christmas Lunch-

eon on Thursday December 13th this year 

at Wagner’s at 11:30am. Please RSVP to 

Helen Sabinske by Monday Dec. 10th ~ 

(219)926-4355 either way, whether you’ll 

be able to attend or not this year. 
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Christmas Eve Services  
 
 
 
Christmas is just around the corner and are getting ready for the big 
day. Later this month we will be sending out an e-mail on leadership 
for those services. The services are the following: 
 
4:30 pm - Our Youth designed and led service 
 
7:00 pm - A continuation of our theme from Advent “Prepare the  
   Royal Highway” 
 
10:00pm - Starting at 9:30 pm, we will begin our traditional   
   Christmas Eve service with special music by our Choir 
   and Handbell Team. 
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
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The quilters are asking for donations of full size or larger 

‘colored’ sheets to be donated for backing for the quilts. Any 

donations are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you!!  
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Please keep collecting samples of lotions,  
shampoos, toothpaste,...any other hygiene  
samples. I take them to one of the facilities 
where they are gratefully accepted. These  
samples are also used as prizes when patients 
play bingo or bunko. 

      Evie Edborg 

 

Thank you for continuing donating the plastic ‘tops’ (as you collect 
them you will be surprised how many things have plastic tops!) 
Those tops are used to make park benches. Just leave them in the 
‘youth room’ and I will take them to the place where they are  
accepted!!! 

Thank you again for your help in recycling whatever and whenever 
we can!!! 

      Evie Edborg 
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Dear members; 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to happiness 
or welfare.  

A passage from Psalm 1:1-3, Blessed is the one who does not walk in 
step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the compa-
ny of mockers, 2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who medi-
tates on his law day and night, 3 that  
person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in sea-
son and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.  

What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As Chris-
tians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God provides us with 
our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers and sisters in need. 

Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 

This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  

donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are able to 
help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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There is an opening on the church council for  

Finance and Outreach chairperson . 

  

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm for about 1-2 

hours. It is a good group of members working together for the  

benefit of our church.  

 

Please give some prayerful thought to be on your church council 

and contact Pastor Erik or myself. 

Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 

ATTENTION EARLY BIRDS 

 

From 6-7am every Sunday radio  

station 98.7 FM features  

beautiful sacred music from all over 

the world. Choirs, and  

orchestras present many old 

Christian hymns that are so familiar to us.  

Even if you don’t get up until 6:30am you still can hear a 

half-hour of this moving music which will get you in the 

mood for church at 9am to hear our own lovely choir. 

          Evie Edborg   
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Reminder that Welca is  
collecting new hats,  
scarves, mittens and gloves 
for the needy.  
All sizes are needed. 
There is a tote in the  
narthex to place your  
donated items through  
December 9

th
.  

Thank you for helping to 
keep others warm  
this winter season!!  
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MONTHLY BILLS 

 

During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem.  

Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies given 

to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be  

responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your 

check. 

 

PAYROLL       $8,500.00 

BENEVOLENCE     $   300.00 

NIPSCO      $   823.00 

STAFF BENEFITS     $3,000.00 

 

TELEPHONE     $   365.00 

 

GARBAGE PICK-UP    $   139.00 

 

ADT SECURITY     $     66.00 

 

MONROE EXTERMINATORS   $     38.00 

 

WATER /SEWER     $   160.00 

 

OFFICE SUPPLIES    $   300.00 

 

PAYROLL PREPARATION   $     94.00 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES   $     50.00 

 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH)  

       $    300.00 

 

WORSHIP SUPPLIES    $    300.00 

 

INSURANCE      $    500.00 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES $    250.00 

                            

       $15,185.00 

 

The above amounts do not include annual costs of  

$3,200.00 for VBS, and $1,000.00 for Synod Assembly. 
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December Worship Assistants 
 
December 2 9:00 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Coryn Rodriguez      
Greeter(s): Judy Guidish 
Reader: Susan Collins 
Head Acolyte: Addison Cole 
Acolyte(s): Shea Ogle, Avery Tegt, and 
                                  Paige Hancock 
Counters: Rich and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Sharon Skalku 
 

December 9 9:00 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole      
Greeter(s): Jack & Betty Lindenmeyer 
Reader: Howard Peters 
Head Acolyte: Avery Tegt 
Acolyte(s): Camden Tegt, Zoe Komp, and 
                                  Ava Komp 
Counters: Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Karen Maney 
 
December 16               9:00 a.m.  
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters   
Greeter(s): Nancy & Dean Miller 
Reader: Reynold Wolter 
Head Acolyte: Paige Hancock 
Acolyte(s): Alexi Prybella, Gracie Klaiber and 
                                  Grayson Nagel     
Counters: Carla Coffman 
Altar Flowers: Dot Woods 
 
December 23             9:00 a.m.  
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    
Greeter(s): Sarah Potrzebowski 
Reader: Gail Ludwig 
Head Acolyte: Jordan Huneryager 
Acolyte(s): Andrew Kazmierczak, Mara Huneryager, and 
                                  Caitlynn Teets     
Counters: Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Chris Huneryager 

December 30             9:00 a.m.  
Assisting Minister: Megan Pratt    
Greeter(s): Dave & Bev Stegeman  
Reader: Mara Huneryager 
Head Acolyte: Addison Cole 
Acolyte(s): Wyatt Cole, Grayson Nagel, and 
                                  Zach Van Wagner     
Counters: Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Evie Edborg 
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Assistant Minister & Head Acolyte  

     Schedule for Saturday Service:   
 

Assistant Minister:       Head Acolyte: 

Dec. 8:     Megan Pratt      Shea Ogle      
Dec. 15:   Jean Pass               Jeanine Maya  
Dec. 22 :  Jean Pass         
Dec. 29 :  Gracie Perrine      
 

Serving this month from  

the Altar Guild:   

Debbie Kemp and Susan Hall 

 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN DECEMBER 

Dec. 2 

     Dougherty 

     Scott 

     Bergner 

     Leasure 

 

Dec. 8 & 9 Dec. 15 & 16 Dec. 22 & 23   Dec. 29 & 30   

       Guidish 

       Gustafson 

       Huseman 

       Knapp 

       Nipper 

    Olson 

    Westergren 

    Rodriguez 

     

        

    Skalku 

    Fletcher 

    Cooke 

     

    Black 

    Kasten 

    Bell 

     

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  

but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 
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There will be NO January 
meeting. 

Please join us for our regular 
meeting in February on  
Thursday the 21st @ 1pm at the 
church. 
 

  
altar flowers ~ the NEW 2019 sign up chart is  

posted on the bulletin board outside the church 
office. The cost is $30.00 ~ checks payable to 

‘WELCA’ 

 
    

 

 

Thank you everyone that has been so  

supportive in bringing in weekly items 

for the food pantry.  

For the month of December we are  

asking for:  

 

December 2 ~ paper products 

December 8 & 9 ~  canned tuna 

December 15 & 16 ~  personal care items 

December 22 & 23 ~ cookies & crackers 

December 29 & 30 ~ jello & pudding                    

All item’s must be non-perishable 
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WELCA 

 

As most of you know, due to personal circumstances, I am stepping 
down from my position as coordinator of Welca. Over the past 10 years 
I have been blessed with a great group of women who have given me 
help, support, love and encouragement. I could never have been able 
to complete all the Welca tasks without them.  

We are unable to find a new person to take over Welca. We do not 
want this important group within the church to disband. Therefore we 
have divided the responsibilities  among some of our members.  

1) Marcia Gaston will remain Secretary and write a small beacon article 
each month 

2)  Bea Beyer will conduct the monthly meetings 

3)  Beverly Nipper will deliver the food to the food bank / pantry and 
 make the list of items to be collected each week  

4)  Nancy Miller will be in charge of our Advent dinner 

5)  Gifts for a needy family’s children will be taken care of by  
 Sharon Skalku 

6)  Bible Study will be on a rotating basis each month 

7)  Jean Pass will remain as our Treasurer 

8)  Funeral luncheons will remain the responsibility of Kris Wilson &  
 Judy Guidish  

 
We still have a few openings for people to step up to help. 

1) Publicity for special events 

2) Chair all money making events  

 
May God Bless each of your for making the last 10 years very special 
to me. 

   Bea Beyer 
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Sun 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

1 

   
 

  

 

2 9:45a S.S. 

 10:00a Annual  

Budget Meeting 

11:00a Worship 

12:00p Advent 

             Dinner 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

3 

      

 

6:00p Bible Study 

            Omega 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

4 
11:00a Quilting  

 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

5 
10:00a Bible Study 

            Alpha 

4:00p Choir 

5:00p Handbell  

6:30p Advent Mid- 

          week Service 

7:30p Confirmation 

6 
 

 

 

4:00p Stephen 

           Ministry 

5:00p Christian Ed       

7 
 

 

 

8 
   

 

  
5:30p Worship  

  

9 

 9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

 

 

 

 6:00p N.A. 

 8:00p A.A. 

10 
 

 

6:00p Bible Study  

           Omega 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

11    
11:00a  Quilting  

 

  

           

5:30p Executive  

6:00p Council Mtg.      

 

 8:00p A.A. 

12 
10:00a Bible Study 

             Alpha 

4:00p Choir 

5:00p Hand Bell 

5:00p Girl Scouts 

6:30p Advent Mid- 

          week Service  

7:30p Confirmation 

13 

 

 
5:00p Girl Scouts  

            

 

            

14 
  

 

15 

 

 
    5:30p Worship  

 

16   

 9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

  

 6:00p N.A. 

 8:00p A.A. 

 

17  NEWSLETTER   

DEADLINE FOR  JAN. 

                

6:00p Bible Study 

           Omega 

 

8:00p A.A. 

. 

18 
11:00a  Quilting  
  

 5:30p Executive 

 6:00p Council  Mtg. 

 

 8:00p A.A. 

19 
10:00a Bible Study 

             Alpha 

5:00p Hand Bell 

6:30p Advent Mid- 

           week Service 

7:30p All youth   

 Christmas Party 

20 

 
 

 

 4:00p Stephen 

            Ministry 

21 
 

 

 

22 
  
     

     5:30p Worship  
 
 

23 
 9:00a Worship  

10:15a Sunday 

            School 

Christmas Pag-

eant 

 6:00p N.A. 

 8:00p A.A. 

24 CHURCH  

     OFFICE CLOSED 
Christmas Eve  

       Services 
 4:30p Youth Led 

  7:00p 

10:00p 

8:00p A.A. 

25 
CHURCH OFFICE  

       CLOSED       
  

 

 

 8:00p A.A. 

 

26 
 

 

27 
            

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

  

 

 

  5:30p Worship  

 

 

30 
 9:00a Worship  

            

 6:00p N.A. 

 8:00p A.A. 

 

31 

 

   

           

8:00p A.A. 
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 

 

5:30 pm Saturday 

9:00 am Sunday 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

