
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

 
5:30pm Saturdays 
 9:00am Sundays 
 
10:15am Sunday   
       School 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

BECAUSE OF GOD’S GREAT MERCY 
A Stewardship Program for Our  

Congregation 
 
 
You will be hearing from the Stewardship  
Committee by various means in the next few 
weeks. Temple talks, bulletin inserts, e-mails and, 
in some cases, letters will be part of our  
motivational and informative efforts.  
 
You will be asked to make a financial commitment 
to Bethlehem Lutheran Church (BLC). In addition, 
you will be strongly encouraged to contribute to 
BLC through electronic transfer. The compelling 
reasons for contributing electronically will be  
explained.  
 
At this time your pledge is extremely important. 
We are asking that everyone increase their giving 
by 1/2 of 1% of their household income. 
 
If you recall my talk of a few weeks ago, I  
explained how we have been meeting our  
financial obligations by withdrawing funds from 
our savings account. We cannot continue to  
operate in this way.  
 
 



2  

 

 
 
 

 (2) 
 
 
 
Stewardship is about giving to God as an act of worship. It is an  
expression of faith. It is our response to God’s Grace and the many 
gifts he has given us throughout our lives.  
 
In Matthew, Jesus says, “You cannot serve God and mammon”. 
 
Please prayerfully consider your pledge. Let’s make stewardship a 
way of life at BLC. 
 
 
Your Stewardship Committee 
 
Pastor, Judith Peters, and Guy Nipper 
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As a congregation, we are blessed with many talented members. 
Our quilters group has been very productive over the last several 
years. They have produced a number of beautiful quilts. These 
quilts are available to the congregation for a donation. The mini-
mum donation to the church is $50.00. You are free to make your 
donation higher if you choose. If you are interested in purchasing a 
quilt, please mark your check with “quilt”. For further infor-
mation, please contact Marilynne Dilley at 219-464-8181. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Church Constitution and By-laws are going to be reviewed, 
evaluated and changed starting January 2018 and individuals 
are needed to assist in this process. 
Please contact Ron Ludwig at (219)926-2874, Pastor Grayvold 
(906)364-1035 or leave your information in the church office. 
Thank you, 
 
Ron Ludwig 
Committee Chairperson 
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Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

                - Finance Committee 
 
 
 
Amanda Rodriguez - Christian Education 
ajrodriguez2@comcast.net 
(219)929-7476 
 

 
             - Outreach Committee 
 
 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
 Guy Nipper  - Stewardship Committee 
 Reppinx2@hotmail.com 
 219-728-1784 
 
      
 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Employees 
They will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Daniel Grayvold ~ Music Director   Angie Russell ~ Secretary 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com    chestertonblc@gmail.com 
872-222-6867      cmak062095@aol.com 
        417-840-1394 

Karen Andershock ~ Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219-771-9297 

mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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What does Reformation look like for the  
current era? While we do not have workers 
of the Church going around with carts selling 
pieces of paper that promise freedom from 
purgatory, we are living in an era where we 
are awaiting what the Church will look like 
when “something” finishes. However, I think 
we have issues trying to figure out what this 

“something,” and whether or not it even has the ability to 
“finish.” 
 When the Church began on Day of Pentecost, the  
disciples left the room not knowing what was going to  
happen. They were driven from their hiding spots to go out 
and speak boldly about what God has done in Jesus Christ. 
Some listened with interest, some ignored them, some were 
downright confused, and others accused them of being drunk. 
And yet despite the wide range of reactions, the Church grew 
and thrived. As the Church grew, it began to learn more about 
itself and what the Holy Spirit has called it to do in this world. 
The people of the early Church did not hide away the gifts 
Christ has given them, but instead developed their gifts  
further to approach a world that would not have a lot of things 
the original believers took for granted. 
 Jesus taught primarily to a community of people who had 
a working knowledge of the Torah, and if they could not read, 
they at least sat in the synagogue long enough to know 
enough to give them a working knowledge of how Jesus’ 
teachings carried on and developed the traditions of Judaism. 
The early Church itself struggled to understand how it was 
going to approach articulation of the Gospel to a culture in 
which the Gospel did not originate.  
 
   

A note from  
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(2) 
 
While history is fuzzy on how all it worked out, the early 
Christians seemed to have succeeded as most of the New 
Testament was not originally written in Aramaic, but rather 
Greek, and if there was a chance it was written in Aramaic 
originally, the only manuscripts we have left are in the Greek 
of the common people.  
 I honestly believe that we are at a point in the Church 
where reformation will come out of a new way of articulating 
our faith. We have relied too long on our syntax of the Church 
that at times we take for granted that everybody knows what 
we mean. Half of the time we do not even know what we 
mean when we say something regarding our life in the 
Church. We are also entering a time where we are coming  
realize that in being the people of God, we have a responsi-
bility not to just proclaim the Gospel, but also to understand 
the impact of that Gospel on this world. In coming years, I  
believe that every Christian will have to answer for them-
selves and be able to boldly articulate for others what is the 
true relevance of the Church in our modern world. The simple 
answer in Church syntax is “to proclaim the Gospel,” but we 
can no longer fall back on simply stating that line. We have to 
understand what each of those four words mean for this 
world—what does it mean “to proclaim”? What does it look 
like “to proclaim”? How should one “proclaim”? In this regard 
we have been so caught up with answering the “who should 
be allowed to proclaim,” that we have denied the world from 
countless individuals perfectly capable and called to proclaim 
the Gospel.  
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(3) 
 
 
In the same token we also need to understand and articulate what 
we mean by “Gospel” and why it is “the Gospel.” Gospel literally 
means “good news”, but we receive “good news” every day. Why is 
this THE Good News? 
 These questions are only a drop in the bucket of the 
transition the Church will need to go through in the coming 
decades. I do not propose that we are coming to a point in 
which the world is going to come to an end, but I do propose 
that we are coming to an end in the Church’s life only to 
begin anew. If we truly trust this message of Jesus to be the 
Gospel, then we are to believe that this Good News does not 
end, that as Jesus rose from the dead, so we too of the 
Church will experience a resurrection of sorts with a re-
newed sense of mission in the Church. I strongly think the 
first workers of the Church will become valuable consultants 
to us we began  
this new journey so that we do not have to start from scratch 
like they did. Hopefully we will also not have to be set on fire 
as well! 
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“Because of  God’s Great Mercy” is the title of  our stewardship emphasis this 
year.  The scriptural basis of  this focus on our stewardship of  all that God 
has entrusted into our care is I Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim 
the mighty acts of  him who called you out of  darkness and into his marvel-
ous light.” 
 
We begin by proclaiming all that God has done for us, hence the title 
“Because of  God’s Great Mercy.”  God has made us God’s own people. We 
will also consider how generous giving is an important part of  every Chris-
tian’s life, and how our combined generosity can make even greater things 
possible through our congregation. 
 
We will think together about how our giving to BLC is an important part of  
our Christian faith, and how BLC uses our offerings to do God’s work within 
the congregation’s walls, in our community, and around the world. 
 
“Because of  God’s Great Mercy” will ask you to do two things.  First, you will 
be asked to increase your giving to BLC by at least ½ of  1% of  your house-
hold income. Second, you will be asked to consider using an automatic funds 
transfer program that BLC already has in place for your giving.  
 
“Because of  God’s Great Mercy” will use mail, e-mail, and time in worship to 
share information with you.  Please make a special effort to watch for materi-
al during this important time in our congregation’s life. 
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The quilters are asking for donations of full size or larger 
‘colored’ sheets to be donated for backing for the quilts. Any 
donations are greatly appreciated. 
Thank you!!  
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We are still collecting personal hygiene products 
for men, women, and even children.  Just bag 
the product and leave it in the Sunday School / 
Youth Room. The products you donate are really 
much needed and REALLY much appreciated. 
      Evie Edborg 
 

 
 
 
What on earth can you do with plastic bottle caps? A recycling  
company melts the tops and they make beautiful, sturdy park  
benches out of them.  
Go to Hawthorne Park and see one of those benches (dark green) 
beside the stairs of the Field House. 
Fill up a bag with the plastic bottle caps and leave them in the Youth  
Room / Sunday School Room, and be part of groups providing  
benches for those who need relief from sore feet!  
      Evie Edborg 
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Dear members; 
 
Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to happiness 
or welfare.  
A passage from Psalm 1:1-3, Blessed is the one who does not walk in 
step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the com-
pany of mockers, 2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who 
meditates on his law day and night, 3 that  
person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.  
What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As Chris-
tians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God provides us 
with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers and sisters in 
need. 
Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 
This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are able to 
help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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There is an opening on the church council for  
Finance and Outreach chairperson . 
  
We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm for about 1-2 
hours. It is a good group of members working together for the  
benefit of our church.  
 
Please give some prayerful thought to be on your church council 
and contact Pastor Erik or myself. 
Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 

ATTENTION EARLY BIRDS 
 
From 6-7am every Sunday radio  
station 98.7 FM features  
beautiful sacred music from all over 
the world. Choirs, and  
orchestras present many old 

Christian hymns that are so familiar to us.  
Even if you don’t get up until 6:30am you still can hear a 
half-hour of this moving music which will get you in the 
mood for church at 9am to hear our own lovely choir. 
          Evie Edborg   
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 As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be 
supportive of each other through prayer and acts of 
kindness. We must remember that all that we have is a 
gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, 
but our property. Please remember in your prayers our 
house of worship and contribute as you are able. Our 
mortgage principal balance now stands at $49,835.64. 
In order to meet our financial obligations in the  
operating account, we require $16,000.00 per month. 
Our income for August was $19,881.00.   
The following accounts show the ending balances as of  
August 31st –  

       

 

EJ Stock  $100.00  -money from the sale of donated stock 

EJ CDS  $15,000.00  -money from SBA check  

Grants   $1,487.45  -money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund $8,040.38 

Mortgage Reduction $5,362.09  -money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account $703.03  -money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $201.84  -money used to help people in need 

Savings  $15,911.44   

Youth Group  $3,633.89  -money earned by the youth  

 
If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or  
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  
but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

October 20 & 21 October 13 & 14 October 6 & 7 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN OCTOBER 

October 27 & 28   

    Nagel 
    Sanchez 
    Peterson 
    Grayvold 

    Kemp 
    Laeder 
    Woodbury 
     
        

       Fasone 
       Taubert 
        
 

     Pratt 
     Orlich 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MONTHLY BILLS 
 

During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem.  
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies given 
to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be  
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your 
check. 
 
PAYROLL       $8,500.00 

BENEVOLENCE     $   300.00 

NIPSCO      $   823.00 

STAFF BENEFITS     $3,000.00 
 
TELEPHONE     $   365.00 
 
GARBAGE PICK-UP    $   139.00 
 
ADT SECURITY     $     66.00 
 
MONROE EXTERMINATORS   $     38.00 
 
WATER /SEWER     $   160.00 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES    $   300.00 
 
PAYROLL PREPARATION   $     94.00 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES   $     50.00 
 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH)  
       $    300.00 
 
WORSHIP SUPPLIES    $    300.00 
 
INSURANCE      $    500.00 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES $    250.00 
                            
       $15,185.00 
 
The above amounts do not include annual costs of  
$3,200.00 for VBS, and $1,000.00 for Synod Assembly. 
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October Worship Assistants 
 
October 7 9:00 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Gracie Perrine      
Greeter(s): Mary Lou Cole and Glenn Cole 
Reader: Sara Potrzebowski  
Head Acolyte: Avery Tegt 
Acolyte(s): Gracie Klaiber, Caitlynn Teets, and 
                                 Grayson Nagel 
Counters: Rich and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Rich & Rhonda Klaiber 
 
October 14 9:00 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher      
Greeter(s): Nancy and Dean Miller 
Reader: Mara Huneryager 
Head Acolyte: Paige Hancock 
Acolyte(s): Camden Tegt, Wyatt Cole, and 
                                 Zoe Komp 
Counters: Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Charles Enstrom  
 
October 21               9:00 a.m.  
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole    
Greeter(s): Guy and Beverly Nipper 
Reader: Reynold Wolters 
Head Acolyte: Jordan Huneryager 
Acolyte(s): Grayson Nagel, Alexi Prybella and 
                                 Andrew Kazmierczak     
Counters: Carla Coffman 
Altar Flowers: Don & Marilynne Dilley 
 
     
October 28             9:00 a.m.  
Assisting Minister: Abri Rodriguez    
Greeter(s): Del and Susan Hall 
Reader: Gail Ludwig 
Head Acolyte: Addison Cole 
Acolyte(s): Zach Van Wagner, Wyatt Cole and  
 Mara Huneryager     
Counters: Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Bea Beyer 
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Assistant Minister & Head Acolyte  
     Schedule for Saturday Service:   

 
Assistant Minister:       Head Acolyte: 
Oct. 6:     Jean Pass       
Oct. 13:   Coryn Rodriguez              Shea Ogle  
Oct. 20 :  Susan Collins        
Oct. 27 :  Jean Pass      Jeanine Maya 
 
        
    

Serving this month from  
the Altar Guild:   

Linda Peterson & Jeane Gaulke 
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Welca’s October Meeting will be Thursday, 
October 18th at 1pm.  

There will be a bake sale on October 27th & 28th. All ladies and/or 
gents are encouraged to contribute baked items to support the sale. 

  
altar flowers ~ the sign up chart is 
posted on the bulletin board outside 
the church office. The cost is $30.00 

~ checks payable to ‘WELCA’ 

 
    

 

 
Thank you everyone that has been so  
supportive in bringing in weekly items 
for the food pantry.  

For the month of October we are  
asking for:  
 
October 6 & 7 ~ Paper Products 

October 13 & 14 ~  After School Snacks 

October 20 & 21 ~  Laundry & Dish Soap 

October 27 & 28 ~  Tuna & Hamburger Helper    

                         
All item’s must be non-perishable 
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WELCA 
As most of you know, due to personal circumstances, I am stepping 
down from my position as coordinator of Welca. Over the past 10 years 
I have been blessed with a great group of women who have given me 
help, support, love and encouragement. I could never have been able 
to complete all the Welca tasks without them.  
We are unable to find a new person to take over Welca. We do not 
want this important group within the church to disband. Therefore we 
have divided the responsibilities  among some of our members.  
1) Marcia Gaston will remain Secretary and write a small beacon article 

each month 
2)  Bea Beyer will conduct the monthly meetings 
3)  Beverly Nipper will deliver the food to the food bank / pantry and 

 make the list of items to be collected each week  
4)  Nancy Miller will be in charge of our Advent dinner 
5)  Gifts for a needy family’s children will be taken care of by  

 Sharon Skalku 
6)  Bible Study will be on a rotating basis each month 
7)  Jean Pass will remain as our Treasurer 
8)  Funeral luncheons will remain the responsibility of Kris Wilson &  

 Judy Guidish  
 
We still have a few openings for people to step up to help. 
1) Publicity for special events 
2) Chair all money making events  
 
May God Bless each of your for making the last 10 years very special 
to me. 
   Bea Beyer 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

   
 
  
 

 
  
 

1 
      
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
           Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

2 
 
11:00a Quilting 
 
 5:00p Worship /
Music Committee 
 
 8:00p A.A. 

3 
10:00a Bible Study-    
            Alpha 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
5:00p Christian Ed 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts       

5 
 

 
 

6                     
                        
  

5:30p Worship  
  
 

7 

 9:00a Worship  
10:15a Sunday 
            School 
 
 
 
 6:00p N.A. 
 8:00p A.A. 

8 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study  
       Omega 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

9 
11:00a  Quilting  
 
  
           
 
 
 
 8:00p A.A. 

10 
10:00a Bible Study 
             Alpha 
 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
5:00p Girl Scouts 
6:30p Confirmation 

11 
 
 
4:00p Stephen  
           Ministry 
 
6:30p Girl Scouts 

12 
  
 

13 
 
 
    5:30p Worship  
 

14 
  9:00a Worship  
10:15a Sunday 
            School 
12:00p LOL  
 6:00p N.A. 
 8:00p A.A. 

15 
6:00p Bible Study  
          Omega 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

16 
11:00a  Quilting  
  
 
 
 
 8:00p A.A. 

17 
10:00a Bible Study 
             Alpha 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
6:30p Confirmation  

18 
 1:00p Welca 
 
 
 6:00p Girl Scouts 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 PASTOR GONE 
     
     5:30p Worship  
 
 

21 
 9:00a Worship  
10:15a Sunday 
            School 
  PASTOR GONE  
 6:00p N.A. 
 8:00p A.A. 

22 
 
6:00p Bible Study  
          Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

23 
11:00a  Quilting       
  
5:30p Executive 
6:00p Council Mtg 
 
 8:00p A.A. 

24 
10:00a Bible Study 
             Alpha 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
6:30p Confirmation 

25 
4:00p Stephen  
           Ministry 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
12:00p LOL - 
Bible Study &  
Business 
 
  5:30p Worship  
 

28  
 9:00a Worship  
10:15a Sunday 
            School 
            
 6:00p N.A. 
 8:00p A.A. 

29 
 
 PASTOR ON 
  VACATION 
   
           
8:00p A.A. 

30 
11:00a  Quilting       
 
PASTOR ON 
  VACATION 
 
 8:00p A.A. 

31HALLOWEEN 
PASTOR ON 
  VACATION 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

5:30 pm Saturday 
9:30 am Sunday 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

