
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

 
5:30pm Saturdays 
 9:00am Sundays 
 
10:15am Sunday   
       School 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

RALLY DAY   
 
It is that time year again! Sunday School rally day 
is coming early this year! We will be starting  
Sunday School this year the same time school 
starts off! Rally Day this year will be August 12th 
with our confirmation youth receiving their Bibles 
either on the August 11th Saturday Service or on 
the Sunday morning service, as well as blessing 
backpacks. We will have Sunday School,  
Confirmation, and LOL sign ups and forms to fill 
out. This will be the last year hopefully) that we 
will do paper copy sign-ups as with our future 
website we will have the ability to have all our sign
-ups done online! So for one more year, please fill 
out the paperwork you will find in separate e-mails 
to be sent out. You will also be able to do sign-ups 
on rally day! We will be continuing to use the 
Sparkhouse curriculum used last year Sunday 
School that the teachers all feel excited to  
continue using. All our Sunday School teachers 
will be returning with Maddy Fry returning this 
Spring once she finishes her semester abroad. 
We are still in process of discerning whether or 
not to include “Family Sunday School” this year,  
meaning that at certain times during the year we 
will have Sunday school where families will join  
together for a lesson that they can share as the 
whole family. Stayed tuned for more details.  
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 Confirmation this year will be doing their Bible year and explore the 
Bible cover to cover. The first day of confirmation will be August 15th at 
6:30 pm. We will be having a total of nine students with two of the stu-
dents getting confirmed this year. Confirmation weekend is tentatively 
June 8-9 as Easter is much later this year. We will  
continue our practice of parents providing meals with a few other volun-
teers interspersed throughout the year. Carla Coffman is  
returning from her time with the League of Outstanding Lutherans 
(LOL) to once again be a confirmation helper this year. The Indiana 
Kentucky Synod is hosting a middle school retreat on Friday  
September 21-Sunday September 23rd in Morgantown, IN. We will be 
discerning if we can attend this event with our Confirmation youth. We 
are also looking at the possibility of another Wartburg Theological Sem-
inary Trip, which also would be open to LOL  
members. There is also a possibility that for the Summer of 2019 to go 
to camp as a confirmation group. 
 The League of Outstanding Lutherans (LOL) will be having a  
quieter year that will still need to have some planning done.  
However, the Synod is offering many new opportunities for our  
older youth this coming year. On October 13th, there will be a Peer Min-
istry Training for our high school youth. This training is meant to teach 
high school students about practical skills for welcoming and communi-
cating not just in church contexts, but in other areas. There will also be 
Bishop’s Day with the youth in February and the  
I-K Synod Youth Leadership Summit during Synod Assembly. We will 
also be looking to see who the youth representative will be for Synod 
Assembly. Susan Collins & Gary Cooke will become the new LOL 
adults this year. 

As we move forward to this Sunday school year, we are  
looking to purchase new spark bibles for classroom use and to give 
during first communion. These Bibles are $20 a piece with  
discounts if we order more at a time. Please contact the church  
office or e-mail the church finance office 
(financechestertonblc@gmail.com) if you would like to buy a bible for 
the Sunday School classes. 
 

mailto:financechestertonblc@gmail.com
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As a congregation, we are blessed with many talented members. 
Our quilters group has been very productive over the last two 
years. They have produced a number of beautiful quilts, four of 
which are hanging in the social hall. These quilts are available to 
the congregation for a donation. The minimum donation to the 
church is $50.00. You are free to make your donation higher if you 
choose. Please take the time to view the quilts in the next few 
weeks. If you are interested in purchasing a quilt, please mark 
your check with “quilt”. For further information, please contact 
Marilynne Dilley at 219-464-8181. 
 

 

 

 

 
The Church Constitution and By-laws are going to be reviewed, 
evaluated and changed starting January 2018 and individuals 
are needed to assist in this process. 
Please contact Ron Ludwig at (219)926-2874, Pastor Grayvold 
(906)364-1035 or leave your information in the church office. 
Thank you, 
 
Ron Ludwig 
Committee Chairperson 
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Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

                - Finance Committee 
 
 
 
Amanda Rodriguez - Christian Education 
ajrodriguez2@comcast.net 
(219)929-7476 
 

 
             - Outreach Committee 
 
 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
 Guy Nipper  - Stewardship Committee 
 Reppinx2@hotmail.com 
 219-728-1784 
 
      
 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Employees 
They will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Daniel Grayvold ~ Music Director   Angie Russell ~ Secretary 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com    chestertonblc@gmail.com 
872-222-6867      cmak062095@aol.com 
        417-840-1394 

Karen Andershock ~ Custodian 
andershockj@yahoo.com 
219-771-9297 

mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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As most of you know, we have recently benefitted from 
an unforeseen blessing. After much work by Carla  
Coffman and our new friend Rudy Robles, by the time 
of the publishing of this newsletter we will have a brand 
new roof on our building. I remember the day we told 
the congregation and how many jaws dropped at our 
unforeseen blessing. This amazing gift has cleared the 
road for us to explore other directions God is pulling us. 
 To be frank, there was much skepticism during this 
whole process in obtaining this roof because it seemed 
too good to be true. However, the moment we had the 

check and could pay our contractor Carla told me, “God must want us here 
because He gave us a roof!” This sentiment has been on my mind since she 
said it and it points to a major missional point: God must want us here for 
something. We have begun the process of exploring what our place is in this 
community—we have entered into a time of “Advent” for our life as a  
congregation. In one year we will celebrate the end of the mortgage that has 
haunted this congregation for years. However, as with all times of  
preparation, we have many things to get done before then. Some of them are 
a bit difficult and others are quite wonderful. Let us start with the difficult. 

In looking through the financial history of the congregation, we have 
struggled to keep up with the mortgage. The people who have paid the bills, 
however, have spent diligent years making sure we kept the responsibility of 
paying off this building. This has come at the cost of using our money for the 
mortgage instead of mission directions as well as taking time and focus away 
from other work we could be doing in the community. We have been wrapped 
up in an identity of fighting a mortgage that it is difficult for us to see what a 
future for ourselves may look like in this congregation. This partially comes 
from an underlying skepticism that we would have ever made it this far on 
that mortgage, but also because we have developed a culture that is focused 
on the present. This is not actually a bad thing in many cases, it is often the 
result of someone or something trying to deal with a hardship or difficulty that 
needs to take one step at a time. This congregation has certainly had a hard-
ship with this mortgage, but in its history since moving to this building, there 
certainly has been many difficulties that have occurred and conflicts that in 
some ways have never been resolved. While it is only August I want you to 
think forward into Advent and its themes of preparation. The themes of prepa-
ration are actually rather dark as we open the season hearing from  
Isaiah crying out from exile in hopes for a Messiah who would come and save 
Israel from the claws of tyranny.   
 

A note from  
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Isaiah’s call also spoke of preparing oneself for a future in this new kingdom 
for in Isaiah’s eyes, exile happened because the focus was turned away from 
the neighbor and towards greed and selfishness. He calls for a change of 
heart and focus for the new kingdom. While greed and selfishness are not 
actually our issue, we are still called to look to the future in sustainable giving 
that continues the mission of this congregation for years to come. The  
mortgage was always going to have an end date, for better or for worse, and 
that end date was probably going to be in many people’s lifetimes. However, 
an individual church’s life in a community spans many generations, and the 
generations that exist within a congregation may not even be of the same 
blood of those 20-30 years ago, as we even see at BLC. We now have many 
families at BLC who were not members or even had families connected to 
the congregation when BLC made its decision to move. This is not to say that 
there are many who have historical connections to both this building and the 
old, however, it is in the nature of every individual church to undergo periods 
of transition and to be filled with the new, while remembering the impact of 
the saints. This leads us to a question: how can we use the gifts and teach-
ings of the saints of BLC to reflect forward and build ourselves anew? While 
there is certainly things that we will leave behind, we were left with a histori-
cal  responsibility to preach the Gospel in this community. During our season 
of preparation, we will need to reflect on how we are do this in this next chap-
ter of our life together. 
 Our second difficulty is going to be financially sustaining the first. We 
are getting to the point where our giving to mortgage added to our regular 
giving would not even make up what we need to run the church every month. 
We are also getting dangerously low on our savings that by the end of the 
year we will be drained of anything to cover any emergency we may have in 
the building. Here are some statistics that we recently have uncovered after 
closing the month of June. We have currently taken in $99,645.95, which is 
short of our budgeted need of $106,502.73. We have kept afloat by drawing 
from savings ($14,688.84 which includes the few deposits and  
interest for the year so far) for both the operating fund and mortgage pay-
ment as well as being incredibly under budget in every area of the budget. At 
this point we have 139 families within the congregation with “family” being 
broadly defined to include people who are single or living by themselves.  
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101 of those families have given an offering that has been noted in our  
record, which we should note that the 38 family units who have not given  
according to our records include a few families who have moved away, those 
who give annual gifts late in the year only, individuals who have died, and 
those who give loose offering only ($6856.78 so far this year, roughly 7% of 
total given.) If we were to break this down, let’s assume that those who give 
cash only give the same amount every month for the rest of the year (this is 
not the case, but we will just use this as an example) of $1143.80, this would 
mean that we would need to have a monthly total of $20169.20 ($15,500 for 
operating fund + $5813 for mortgage fund - $1143.80 assumed monthly cash 
giving). This would mean that monthly we would need from our families who 
give an offering of note $200 a month ($20169.20 needed divided by 101 
families). Translated weekly this would be roughly $50 a week. Now this 
amount is not doable by some of our families, and in fact I am sure we have 
families who give more than they should based off what is going on in their 
life. However, looking to the future to after the mortgage is paid off, the extra 
$5813 a month translates to $69,756, could mean the following: a additional 
part-time to full time rostered person (this was roughly the same as the first 
compensation package offered to me by BLC) , an intern, space to recover 
our savings, mission trips with bigger budgets, Christian Education opportu-
nities for our people both in country and out of country,  
expansion to our music and/or youth programs, or a mixture of the above or 
even more ideas that we are still working on. These opportunities mean for 
us a celebration of mission and a call to renew our responsibility to this  
community. As with Advent, we are called to prepare our supplies before 
hand so that we are ready for all that feast holds for us. 
 Now I did promise that some of our preparations are quite wonderful. 
The most important one is that we need to have a party to celebrate the end 
of our mortgage. Like Advent is preparing for Christmas, we will need to start 
planning our party of paying off the mortgage. To do this we first need  
someone to lead this committee and people to help him or her on this  
committee. We are looking for people who were here since the beginning of 
this process and people who have come since then. We will need to plan 
what our service will look like, who we want to invite, who will lead the  
festivities, what kind of food we will have etc etc.  
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This is a grand point of change for BLC as we burn the mortgage and look  
forward to the future of this congregation. If you are interested in being a part 
of this planning process or even lead it, please let me know and we will start 
some meetings very soon to plan this process! While I am not going to spend 
as much time talking about this one as I have done our difficulties, it is be-
cause this one is going to be the surprise at the end of the wait. In Advent, our 
prayers for a Messiah comes forth as an infant child born in a manger, full of 
hope and potential. Our celebration itself will not be as much of a surprise, but 
I believe that this committee will come up with some wonderful surprises to 
make this celebration one that BLC will remember for years to come as we 
close the chapter of BLC’s mortgage years!   
 We have a big year ahead of us filled with some amazing celebrations 
and hard work. As I begin this fifth year of ministry with this congregation, I 
think it is a very appropriate time for us to enter into discernment over where 
this congregation is going to go for the foreseeable future. Let’s do this  
journey together, remembering the saints of old, and look to the future saints 
who will join us in the years to come. Our season of Advent has begun as we 
await our Christmas in which we will be free of the mortgage. 
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ATTENTION EARLY BIRDS 

 
From 6-7am every Sunday radio  
station 98.7 FM features  
beautiful sacred music from all 
over the world. Choirs, and  
orchestras present many old 

Christian hymns that are so familiar to us.  
Even if you don’t get up until 6:30am you still can hear a 
half-hour of this moving music which will get you in the 
mood for church at 9am to hear our own lovely choir. 
          Evie Edborg   

Property Committee Report 
The Lord works in mysterious ways.  A young man walks into a church looking 
for folks who need a new roof.  His intent is to help someone who can’t afford 
this expense.  He is talking to churches because he is a Christian and knows 
he can trust the church to help him.  What turns out is a huge blessing for the 
church.   
We have been given this blessing.   Now how are we going to respond.  We  
will be happy and go on our way thinking only of ourselves and how we don’t 
have to pay a lot of money for our roof?  Or will we review our thoughts and 
ideas and try to find out how we need to react to this gift from God? We are 
here in this community to help spread the Gospel.  God has given us the 
chance to use our resources in this way instead of having to use them to repair 
our building.  We all need to think about our relationship with the Lord and  we  
each need to use this time as one of reflection about our response to God’s 
great gift to us. 
          Carla Coffman 
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 If you accidently picked up 
the wrong white ceramic 
bowl from the last funeral 

luncheon please return it to 
the church. It’s part of a set.  

             Thank you!! 
                 Karen Andershock  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 Both the Hand Bell Team and 
Choir will start rehearsal 
again on September 5th.  
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Dear members; 
 
Webster’s dictionary defines a blessing as a thing conducive to happiness 
or welfare.  
A passage from Psalm 1:1-3, Blessed is the one who does not walk in 
step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the com-
pany of mockers, 2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who 
meditates on his law day and night, 3 that  
person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.  
What do you consider a blessing?  Your family, job, house, food? As Chris-
tians, we have many areas in our life to be grateful for. God provides us 
with our essentials and expects us to care for our brothers and sisters in 
need. 
Pastor’s Fund is used for helping people with rent, food, and  
medical bills among other necessities. 
This fund is currently very low and could use an infusion of  
donations. Please review the blessings in your life and see if you are able to 
help. Please mark your check or envelope Pastor’s Fund. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+1:1-3
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There is an opening on the church council for  
Finance and Outreach chairperson . 
  
We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm for about 1-2 
hours. It is a good group of members working together for the  
benefit of our church.  
 
Please give some prayerful thought to be on your church council 
and contact Pastor Erik or myself. 
Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Ruth Ann Tuttle  
Parkway Village 

14300 Chenal Parkway  
Apt. 1306 

Little Rock, AR 72211 
(cell) (219)730-1458 
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 As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be 
supportive of each other through prayer and acts of 
kindness. We must remember that all that we have is a 
gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, 
but our property. Please remember in your prayers our 
house of worship and contribute as you are able. Our 
mortgage principal balance now stands at $61,138.92. 
In order to meet our financial obligations in the  
operating account, we require $16,000.00 per month. 
Our income for June was $13,186.00.   
The following accounts show the ending balances as of  
June 30th –  

       

 

EJ Stock              $     100.00            - money from the sale of donated stock 

EJ CDS   $ 15,000.00           - money from SBA check  

Grants               $  1,308.90            - money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund          $  8,040.38 

Mortgage Reduction     $     185.45           - money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account       $   2,431.13          - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund               $      260.54          - money used to help people in need 

Savings    $ 20,417.80 

Youth Group    $   3,951.43          - money earned by the youth  

 
If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or  
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  
but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

August 18 & 19 August 11 & 12 August 4 & 5 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN AUGUST 

August 25 & 26   

    Zaideman 
    McEwan 
     Burton 
 

    Wilson 
    Zaideman 
     
     
        

       Cole 
       Fancher 
       Cole 
 

     Peterson 
     Yurconic 
     Zimnawoda 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MONTHLY BILLS 
 

During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem.  
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies given 
to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be  
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your 
check. 
 
PAYROLL       $8,500.00 

BENEVOLENCE     $   300.00 

NIPSCO      $   823.00 

STAFF BENEFITS     $3,000.00 
 
TELEPHONE     $   365.00 
 
GARBAGE PICK-UP    $   139.00 
 
ADT SECURITY     $     66.00 
 
MONROE EXTERMINATORS   $     38.00 
 
WATER /SEWER     $   160.00 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES    $   300.00 
 
PAYROLL PREPARATION   $     94.00 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES   $     50.00 
 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH)  
       $    300.00 
 
WORSHIP SUPPLIES    $    300.00 
 
INSURANCE      $    500.00 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES $    250.00 
                            
       $15,185.00 
 
The above amounts do not include annual costs of  
$3,200.00 for VBS, and $1,000.00 for Synod Assembly. 
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August Worship Assistants 
 
 
August 5 9:00 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher      
Greeter(s): Mary Lou Cole 
Reader: Susan Collins 
Head Acolyte: Jordan Huneryager 
Acolyte(s): Mara Huneryager, Avery, Tegt, and 
                                 Grayson Nagel 
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Al & Marcia Gaston 
 
August 12 9:00 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Megan Pratt      
Greeter(s): Shirley Wallace  
Reader: Evie Edborg 
Head Acolyte: Addison Cole 
Acolyte(s): Wyatt Cole, Zoe Komp, and 
                                 Alexi Prybella 
Counters: Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Steve & Jeanne Prather 
 
 
August 19               9:00 a.m.  
Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    
Greeter(s): Debbie Kemp 
Reader: Howard Peters 
Head Acolyte: Ben Van Wagner 
Acolyte(s): Caitlynn Teets, Paige Hancock, and 
                                 Camden Tegt     
Counters: Carla Coffman 
Altar Flowers: Rich & Rhonda Klaiber 
 
     
 August 26             9:00 a.m.  
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole    
Greeter(s): Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Reader: Mara Huneryager 
Head Acolyte: Lily Figolah 
Acolyte(s): Ava Komp, Grayson Nagel, and Addison Cole     
Counters: Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Jack & Betty Lindenmeyer 
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Assistant Minister & Head Acolyte  
     Schedule for Saturday Service:   

 
Assistant Minister:       Head Acolyte: 
August 4:     Alyssa Cole        
August 11 :  Jean Pass              Jeanine Maya  
August 18 :  Jean Pass       Shea Ogle 
August 25 :  Susan Colline 
        
    

Serving this month from  
the Altar Guild:   

Becky Cole & Judy Guidish 
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There will not be a meeting in 
August. 

 
Regular meetings will resume in September, on 
Sept. 20th ~ the 3rd Thursday of the month, at 
1pm at the church.  
 

  
altar flowers ~ the sign up chart is 
posted on the bulletin board outside 
the church office. The cost is $30.00 

~ checks payable to ‘WELCA’ 

 
    

 

 
 

Thank you everyone that has been so  
supportive in bringing in weekly items 
for the food pantry.  

For the month of August we are  
asking for:  
 
August 4 & 5 ~ Jello or Pudding 

August 11 & 12 ~  Cereal 

August 18 & 19 ~  Canned Vegetables  

August 25 & 26 ~  After School Snacks 

                         
All item’s must be non-perishable 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
PASTOR  OUT OF 

TOWN 

2 
PASTOR  OUT OF 

TOWN 
 
 
 
4:00p Stephen 
Ministry 

3 
PASTOR  OUT     
    OF TOWN 
 

 
 
 

4 

PASTOR  OUT OF 
TOWN 

 
  
 
  5:30p Worship  
 

5 

 9:00a Worship  
 
PASTOR  OUT OF 

TOWN 
 
 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

6 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study ~ 
          Omega 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

7 
 
11:00a Quilting 
 
 
5:00p Worship /
Music Committee 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

8 
10:00a Bible Study-
Alpha 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
          
            
 
 
 

10 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

11 
  
 
 
 
  
  5:30p Worship  
  
  
 
  

12 

 9:00a Worship  
 
 
 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

13 
 
  
 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

14 
11:00a  Quilting  
 
 
5:30p Executive 
6:00p Council  
          Meeting 
 
8:00p A.A. 

15 
10:00a Bible Study 
             Alpha 
 

16 
 
  
 
4:00p Stephen  
           Ministry 
 
 
 

17 
  
 

18 
 
 
  5:30p Worship  
 
 
                               
 
 

19  
  9:00a Worship  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

20 
  
 
 
 
  
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

21 
 11:00a  Quilting       
                 
 
 
 
.   
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

22 
10:00a Bible Study  
            Alpha 
 
  
 

 

23 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
  
  5:30p Worship  
 
  

26  
 9:00a Worship  
 
 
            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 
 
 

27 
  
  
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

28 
11:00a  Quilting                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

29 
10:00a Bible Study  
             Alpha 
 
 
 

30 
 
4:00p Stephen  
           Ministry 
 
 

31 
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

5:30 pm Saturday 
9:30 am Sunday 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

