
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
 9:00am Sundays 
 
10:15am Sunday   
       School 
 

Please note the 
time change for  
Worship Service 

on Sunday’s  
starting  

September 10th 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
How many of you in the congregation are involved in Christian 
education? The answer: ALL of you! “How can that be?” you 
say. Well, if you attend worship or any church function you  
immediately become a role model to young and old alike. A 
simple handshake or smile, recognizing others for their  
participation, or taking an active role in leadership are among 
the many expressions of your faith that can have a positive and 
lasting impact on others.  
While all of you are Christian educators in an informal sense, 
we also have a variety of more structured groups that meet on 
a scheduled basis for a full range of ages: 
Adults: How did the Salem witch hunt play a role in early 
Puritan communities? How did the term “Protestants” originate? 
How is the song “Amazing Grace” related to slave-trading? 
What does it mean to be “postmodern”? These questions and 
an abundance of other points in Christian history are discussed 
in the current reading of the book Christian History Made Easy 
by Timothy Paul Jones during the weekly adult education class. 
Books are provided and discussion continues on a chapter-by-
chapter basis of chronological Christian history where each 
chapter provides new insight that doesn’t rely on having read 
previous chapters. This class meets year-round after Sunday 
worship in the office. Facilitated by Gail Ludwig. 
Bible Study: Have you ever thought reading the entire  
Bible would be a daunting task, leaving you with unanswered 
questions about the text? Consider this solution: Our Bible 
Study groups enable all a chance to vote on what to read, ask 
questions, express likes or dislikes, and learn more about the 
chosen readings. One book at a time is read aloud during class 
with open discussion, including historical insights from Pastor 
Erik. Some books are covered in one session while others may 
take several weeks. In all, the two groups have read and  
discussed a total of 17 Books of the Bible, Luther’s Small  
Catechism, and Luther’s 95 Theses. The hour-long,  
intergenerational classes meet Mondays at 6 p.m. and 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 
 
 
LOL (League of Outstanding Lutherans): Calling all high school students! Meals, 
games, special worship planning, mission trip, fellowship, making BFFs are a taste of 
what takes place the second and fourth Wednesdays each month at 6 p.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall. Facilitated by Pastor Erik with mentor Carla Coffman. 
 
Confirmation: For middle school and older students. There’s never a dull moment on 
Thursday evenings during the school year when the students gather with Pastor Erik and 
mentor Susan Collins to share a meal, discuss the lesson, and have Evening Prayer. The 
two-year program covers the Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism, and Lutheran Theology, 
culminating in writing a faith statement. You’ll see the students actively involved in  
worship as acolytes, helping in the sound booth, taking sermon notes, leading evening 
Lent worship, and as Sunday School activity leaders. 
 
Sunday School: Beginning with Rally Day on September 10, Sunday School will 
meet at 10:15 a.m. after Sunday worship. Pastor Erik, assisted by LOL and Confirmation 
students, will lead all students in impactful Bible-learning activities. 
 
First Communion: For children in elementary grades whose parents or guardians 
desire them to receive instruction about the origins, meaning, and significance of the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. Parents and students attend three Sunday morning  
classes in the weeks before Easter. Facilitated by Susan Collins. 
 
Vacation Bible School: A great way for the kids to burn a lot of energy during a 
summer week! Nonstop activities, games, songs, lunches and snacks, crafts, and Bible 
lessons, all centered on a Bible theme. Dates announced toward the end of the school 
year. Facilitated by Susan Hall. 
 
The Christian Education Committee meets at 5 p.m.the first Monday of each month and 
welcomes anyone interested in becoming involved in any of the above subgroups. 
 

- Susan Collins, Christian Education Committee member 
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members – 

Forest Preserve Bible Church, located in Chicago, has contacted Bethlehem concerning Bibles, 

religious books and other Christian materials. 

Forest Preserve is collaborating with a ministry called Love Packages. This ministry collects used 

Christian literature, Bibles, unused Sunday School materials, Christian books, CDs, tracts, 

devotionals, etc. They then sort these materials and send them out to English-speaking, poor 

and hard to reach areas of the world to share God’s word. 

If you have any of the above-mentioned materials and would like to donate them, please bring 

to the church and give to our church secretary. Forest Preserve will arrange a time and pick up 

the materials. 

Your help with this project is greatly appreciated. 
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Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Finance Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Daniel Grayvold—Cantor 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
872-222-6867 

  
 - Christian Education 
 
 
 
 - Outreach Committee 
 
 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Chad Ogle- Stewardship Committee 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell  

 
 
 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON 
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 4TH IN OBSERVANCE 

OF LABOR DAY 
 

EVERYONE HAVE A SAFE &  
HAPPY HOLIDAY  

mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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What does it mean to be the priesthood of all  
believers? It does not mean that all of us are going out 
making sacrifices like the priests of the Old Testament, 
but rather it is the stewardship of the world and  
creation by all the people of God. It is a mindset that 
the work of the Church is not limited to just those who 
are ordained or consecrated, but rather it is a call to 
live out the grace given to us by God in our daily lives 
and for the different callings that we all have. 

 
Our callings or vocations, as Luther would put it, can take many forms in 
our life beyond our own “job” or “occupation.” Vocation is lived out in our 
relationships and in our encounters with the created world. Bonhoeffer sees 
this as a way for us to live our life in terms of the fullness of God’s grace 
rather than “cheapening” that grace. To cheapen God’s grace, according to 
Bonhoeffer, is to not only take for granted the grace that God has given us 
in Christ, but also not to live in accordance to that grace in the world and 
the vocations we are given by God. 
 
Living in this grace in our vocations means living in the grace that was first 
given us—we are nothing without God’s love, and that love is meant to 
transform us to view our lives in the mercy and love God has first given us. 
It means forgiving, showing mercy, and desiring to encounter the neighbor 
wherever he or she may be in their lives. The beloved passage for  
weddings, 1 Corinthians 13, speaks that love is patient and kind, it is not 
boastful or rude. This love is not just meant for married couples, but it is a 
love that should be front and center of every relationship and  
encounter of creation. To be the priesthood of all believers means to be the 
stewards of God’s love in all its fullness, showing mercy, compassion, and 
forgiveness in all things that one does or encounters. 

A note from  



6  

 

 
 
 
 
 
The people of God are given this important responsibility because we are 
given the strength and hope through Christ to live out this grace in all its 
fullness. Christ death and resurrection mean for us a living God who did not 
end at the tomb, but instead walks with us in all things of life, reminding us 
of the love God has for us and that we are to carry into the world. One of my 
favorite parables is the workers in the vineyard (Matthew 20.1-16). Within 
this parable we get a scene where many people focus on the unfairness of the 
worker’s compensation, instead of seeing the generosity of the owner. The 
owner of the vineyard demonstrates his generosity by giving ENOUGH TO 
ALL. In the same way, God’s love is ENOUGH for us to share with all the 
world. It even works against all modern ideas of economics: in capitalistic 
economics, we believe in a finite set of resources, and once spent there will 
be no more of that particular resource. God’s love works counter to this 
mindset in that when God’s love is spent, not only is it enough to satisfy the 
receiver, but it can grow more as it is spent. This is why grace can be  
cheapened: if it is not spent as God commands us, we are preventing its 
growth from manifesting further. 
  
As the priesthood of all believers, we are called to live out a grace that con-
tinues to grow in the world. It is not something we are to hoard, but to share 
through all callings of our life. Know that what God has given you is a 
enough, and that this love can be spent in acts of mercy, forgiveness, and 
compassion. Hoarding it not only hurts others, it can also hurt you. 
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We want your junk…. 
and baked goods! 
 
The church council will be holding a  
rummage / bake sale. The sale will take place 
on Saturday, September 9th from 8am-1pm.  
 
Please bring your donations to the church  
anytime between now and Thursday  
September 7th.  
 
We will NOT be accepting clothes 
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There are two openings on the church council.  
Christian Education and Outreach.  
We meet the 2nd Tuesday at 6:00pm for about 1-2 hours. 
Meetings will be in January, February, April, June, August, 
October & November.  
We all work together well for the functions of the church. Please give some 
prayerful thought to be on your church council and get in touch with Pastor 
Erik or me. 
Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 22nd  
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RALLY DAY 
 

 

 

 

 
On September 10, Bethlehem will be  

celebrating the start of the new Christian 
Ed year with a blessing of the backpacks, 
giving of bibles and confirmation materials. 
All parents of Sunday School, confirmation, 
and LOL youth please join us for worship 
at the new worship time on September 10th 
at 9:00 am and then join us afterwards in 

the fellowship hall for all youth  
registration and conversation over the new 
year of Sunday school, confirmation, LOL. 
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 As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be 
supportive of each other through prayer and acts of 
kindness. We must remember that all that we have is a 
gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, 
but our property. We are failing monthly to meet our 
monthly mortgage payment. In 2016, we fell 
$20,701.00 short in our mortgage giving. In July, we 
failed to meet our mortgage payment goal. Our 
monthly payment is $5,813.36, our gifts totaled 
$2,925.00, leaving a deficit of $2,888.36. Please  
remember in your prayers our house of worship and 
contribute as you are able. Our mortgage balance now 
stands at $122,215.07. In order to meet our financial 
obligations in the operating account, we require 

$16,000.00 per month. Our income for July was $13,099.00.   
The following accounts show the ending balances as of July 31st –  

 
Bread of Love             $       198.55          -  money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront – 90% of the 
                                                          proceeds go to 1st contact and 10% to Bethlehem   
     

EJ Stock              $      110.00          - money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants               $   2,306.50          - money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund          $   8,150.00 

Mortgage Reduction     $        -5.11          - money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account       $    4,490.99         - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund               $       689.93         - money used to help people in need 

Savings    $  14,043.40 

Youth Group    $    2,253.51          - money earned by the youth  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or  
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  
but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

Sept. 16 & 17 Sept. 9 & 10 Sept. 2 & 3 
HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN SEPTEMBER 

Sept. 23 & 24   
     Klaiber  
     Christian 
     Peterson 

 Tegt 
 Gaston 
  Zaideman 

       Stegeman 
       Wolter 
       Smith 
        

      Lindenmeyer 
      Wilson 
      Smith 

Sept. 30 & Oct. 1  
     Sabinske  
     Reitz 
     Urbon 
     Wilson 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MONTHLY BILLS 
 

During the months, questions are asked as to what things cost at Bethlehem.  
Below is a list that encompasses the usual expenses. Although all monies given 
to the Operating Account are used to pay the bills, if you would like to be  
responsible for any of the expenses listed below, please indicate that on your 
check. 
 
PAYROLL       $8,500.00 

BENEVOLENCE     $   300.00 

NIPSCO      $   823.00 

STAFF BENEFITS     $3,000.00 
 
TELEPHONE     $   365.00 
 
GARBAGE PICK-UP    $   139.00 
 
ADT SECURITY     $     66.00 
 
MONROE EXTERMINATORS   $     38.00 
 
WATER /SEWER     $   160.00 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES    $   300.00 
 
PAYROLL PREPARATION   $     94.00 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES   $     50.00 
 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE (AVERAGE PER MONTH)  
       $    300.00 
 
WORSHIP SUPPLIES    $    300.00 
 
INSURANCE      $    500.00 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SUPPLIES $    250.00 
                            
       $15,185.00 
 
The above amounts do not include annual costs of  
$3,200.00 for VBS, and $1,000.00 for Synod Assembly. 
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September Worship Assistants 

 
September 3 9:30 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Megan Pratt      
Greeter(s): Mark & Sarah Potrzebowski 
Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer 
Acolyte(s): Confirmation Students 
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Evie Edborg 
 
September 10 
Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    
Greeter(s): Julie & Brian Tegt 
Reader: Mara Huneryager 
Acolyte(s): Abri Rodriguez & Ben Van Wagner        
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Lois Fancher 
 
September 17 9:30 a.m.      
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters     
Greeter(s): Becky Cole 
Reader: Gail Ludwig 
Acolyte(s): Coryn Rodriguez & Ava Komp  
Counters: Carla Coffman 
Altar Flowers: Audra Peterson 
 
September 24 9:30 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole     
Greeter(s): Stan & Vicki Fancher-Keller 
Reader: Reynold Wolter 
Acolyte(s): Gracie Perrine & Jordan Huneryager 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Joanne Nault 
October 1 9:30 a.m.     
Assisting Minister:     
Greeter(s): Joe Kulavick 
Reader:  
Acolyte(s): Addison Cole & Shea Ogle 
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Howard Peters 

      Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service:   
September 02:  Megan Pratt 
September 09: Susan Collins 
September 16:    Susan Collins 
September 23: Megan Pratt 
September 30:  
                

         Serving this month from the Altar Guild:   
         Audra Peterson & Vicki Fancher-Keller  
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CALLING ALL BAKERS 

We need your baked goods for the bake sale held 
on Saturday September 9th. 
 
Welca’s next meeting is Thursday September 21st  
at 1pm. 

 There are still openings for  
altar flowers ~ the sign up chart is 
posted on the bulletin board outside 
the church office. The 2018 chart is 
up now too. The cost is $30.00 ~ 

checks payable to ‘WELCA’ 

 
    

 

 
Thank you everyone that has been so 
supportive in bringing in  
weekly items for the food pantry.  

For the month of September we are  
asking for:  
September 2 & 3 ~ jell-o & pudding 

September 9 & 10 ~ canned fruit 

September 16 & 17 ~ paper products 

September 23 & 24 ~ cereal 

September 30 & October 1 ~ any kind of soap  

 
Can you be more creative than your neighbor? Let’s try! 
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HOW YOUR RETIREMENT SAVINGS CAN  
BENEFIT THE CHURCH 

 
Are you required to take money out of your retirement accounts? 
Learn how you can designate all or part of that distribution to 
charity and receive a significate tax benefit. 
In addition to discussing requited minimum distributions there 
will be other tips regarding tax and financial benefits of  
charitable giving. You may benefit from this program even if you 
are not required to take retirement plan distributions. 
The program will be Sunday, September 24, 2017 after the 
9:00am worship service. 
 
Darlene L. Kittredge  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 

2  

 
 5:30p Worship (T) 
 
  
 

 

3 

9:30a Worship (T)  
 
 
PASTOR OUT OF 
OFFICE 
 
 
4:00p 12 Step 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

4 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
                                       
 
8:00p A.A. 

5 
 
11:00a Quilting 
 
 
 PASTOR OUT 
OF OFFICE 
 
6:00p Worship / 
Music Comm. 
8:00p A.A. 

6    
 
 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 
  
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Confirmation 
 
 

8 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

9 
 
 8:00a Rummage &      
Bake Sale 
 
 
 
  
5:30p Worship (T) 
  
  

10 
 9:00a Worship 
(T) 
10:15a Sunday 
School 
RALLY DAY 
4:00p 12 Step            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

11 
 
5:00p Christian Ed 
Meeting  
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

12 
11:00a  Quilting  
 
 
5:30p Executive 
6:00p Council 
Meeting 
 
8:00p A.A. 

13 
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
Choir  
5:30p Girl Scouts   
6:00p LOL 

14 
 
  
          
4:00p Stephen  
Ministry 
6:00p Confirmation 
 
 

15 
  
 

16 
 
 
  
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
 
 
 

17        
9:00a Worship (T) 
10:15a Sunday 
School 

 
 
4:00p 12 Step            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

18 
  
 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

19 
 11:00a  Quilting       
                 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
8:00p A.A. 

20 
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 

21 
  
1:00p WELCA 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Confirmation 
 

22 
 

FIRST DAY OF 
FALL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
  

 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 

24 
9:00a Worship (T) 
10:15a Sunday 
School 
10:15a Tax & 
Giving Talk 
4:00p 12 Step 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

25 
PASTOR AT  
CONFERENCE  

 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

26 
PASTOR AT  
CONFERENCE  
 
11:00a  Quilting                   
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

27 
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
 
4:00p Choir 
5:00p Hand Bell 
Choir 
6:00p LOL 
 

28 
 
 
4:00p Stephen 
Ministry 
            
6:00p Confirmation 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  



18  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
9:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

