
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
9:30am Sundays 

 
Please note the 
time change for 

summer Worship 
Service on  
Sunday’s 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
 
The main goal of the social committee of Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
is to provide help and support to those in need. 
 
At Christmas and Thanksgiving, we have distributed food baskets for 
families who need them. There is usually enough for three or more 
meals. 
 
Our Angel Tree project provides toys and clothing for children who 
would not have a gift under the tree at Christmas. 
 
During the year we provide transportation to doctor appointments, 
shopping, etc.. for those who do not have transportation. 
 
Money in the form of gift cards has been given to senior citizens and 
they have been taken to get their  
prescriptions. Without this help, some would not have the drugs they 
need. 
 
I have been blessed to oversee these projects and I am overwhelmed 
by the generosity of our congregation. We have made great strides in 
the many areas. The trailer park is a good example. They have  
become a close community who help each other and rely on each  
other. We will continue to help when needs occur. However, it is  
wonderful to see how far they have come on their own. 
 
The look on a parent’s face when their children are hungry or they 
need a coat for the winter, breaks your heart. I have seen the look of 
relief and thankfulness in their eyes when these needs were met. 
 
Someone once told me that in life you are only worth what you can give 
away. This doesn’t always mean financial donations. May I suggest: 
 
*Take a passenger with you on your journey 
*Give a hug of comfort to a friend 
*Share a smile of acceptance 
 
We are all members of the social committee when we show Gods love. 
 
 
Bea Beyer, Social Committee Chairperson 
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2017 I-K Synod Assembly Summary 
 
The theme of this year’s annual Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly in Covington, 
Kentucky, June 1-3, was “Formed, Reformed, Transformed.” Pastor Erik was one of 
111 clergy and Susan Collins was one of 215 lay persons attending, the youngest lay 
person being 13 years old and active in church and synod leadership. 
 
The busy schedule of events included worship sessions, keynote presentations  
focusing on the three parts of the theme, and opportunities to attend a variety of  
interesting workshops and talks. Votes included selection of synod council,  
committee, and ministry board positions. Acceptance of Church wide changes  
regarding Ministers of Service and Word will result in the need for slight  
modifications to our own congregation’s constitution at our next congregational  
meeting. Attendees were also served a delicious lunch buffet and evening banquet. 
We even had some free time to explore the area. Cincinnati, Ohio, is a quick walk or 
shuttle ride on one of many nearby bridges over the Ohio River. 
 
Being able to sit with and become acquainted with other members of ELCA churches 
in Kentucky and Indiana was an enriching experience. It was a reminder of how 
strong the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is and how each and every one 
of us can have an impact on the world through prayer, service, and never-ending 
faith in our Lord. We are indeed FORMED in the Image of God, REFORMED in the 
Cross of Christ, and TRANSFORMED in the power of the Spirit. 
 
The next I-K Synod Assembly will be May 31 through June 2, 2018, in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. 
 
-Susan Collins 
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Dear Members – 

Forest Preserve Bible Church, located in Chicago, has contacted Bethlehem concerning Bibles, 

religious books and other Christian materials. 

Forest Preserve is collaborating with a ministry called Love Packages. This ministry collects used 

Christian literature, Bibles, unused Sunday School materials, Christian books, CDs, tracts, 

devotionals, etc. They then sort these materials and send them out to English-speaking, poor 

and hard to reach areas of the world to share God’s word. 

If you have any of the above-mentioned materials and would like to donate them, please bring 

to the church and give to our church secretary. Forest Preserve will arrange a time and pick up 

the materials. 

Your help with this project is greatly appreciated. 

The food contributions are so greatly 
appreciated. Sometimes there is a 
backlog of food donations containers 
that are not reclaimed. 
We are asking if you could please 
bring food donations in throw away 
containers that would make clean up 
easier and much faster. It would be 
greatly appreciated.  

Thank you, 
WELCA 
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Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Finance Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Daniel Grayvold—Cantor 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
872-222-6867 

  
 - Christian Education 
 
 
 
 - Outreach Committee 
 
 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Chad Ogle- Stewardship Committee 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell  

Church Council Notes:  
 
At the June 2017 meeting of the Executive Committee of Church Council pre-
sented was a letter of resignation as Parish Nurse stating personal reasons, 
from Mrs. Ann Moodie.  The letter was discussed and accepted. 
 
The letter of resignation was then presented to Church Council at the June 
2017 meeting under New Business, discussed and  
accepted. 
 
Ron Ludwig 
 
Council Secretary 

mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990


5  

 

  

Who is Jesus Christ to you and what does Jesus Christ 
mean for the world? We are closing another year of  
confirmation, and I introduced the question that our six  
confirmation students will need to address this coming 
year when they write their faith statements. Why is this 
the question I have chosen for a faith statement? This 
very question is a timeless one that speaks to a gaping 
hole in faith discussions within the Church that have 
went unaddressed especially in American Christianity 
for several centuries.  
 

The bottom line for Church overall is that we are in a time of transition. This  
transition includes a couple of things that the Church has taken for granted 
for longer than even American Christianity had anything to say: 
 
1. Christianity cannot be assumed to be the common culture any longer. 
 
Christians can no longer assume that if one is wandering around the world 
that the person they encounter next to them is going to be a Christian; this 
goes across political and geographical spectrums. What is going to be even 
more common is that an individual encountered may have some sort of  
believe in a higher power, but does not have affiliation with any sort of faith 
group to give name and structure to those beliefs. There is even a name for 
this group in academic discussion: the “nons” as in non-affiliated according to 
census data. This leads into the next point: 
 
2. Christianity cannot assume to grow by simply producing more people. 
 
Lutherans have depended on their growth by simply waiting for more people 
to come from “Lutheran” countries and fill the pews and produce more  
children. Due to my previous point, and that the countries that were once 
sending us their “Lutherans” are no longer “Lutheran” in full identity, American 
Lutherans (and all American Christianity for that matter) cannot wholly  
depend on immigration to fill the pews. I should mention, however, that in one 
place Christianity is growing in this particular fashion is with Mexican  
Catholics and Arab Orthodox immigrants who build their own communities of 
faith to deal with language barriers, much like the early Lutherans did when 
they immigrated. 
  

A note from  
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3. Christianity cannot assume that it can be led by a full-time clergy member at 
every church anymore and that the full work of mission can be done by said 
clergy member. 
 
This comes from two factors with one slightly dependent on the other. The fact 
is across the whole Church in the US, giving is down. In some cases, this is 
due to a dying population, other places it is due to economic factors, for others 
it is a change in the mindset of giving to the Church, or it could be a mix of any 
or all the above. We can even look at our own congregation and see giving is 
down. As of July 27, 2017, we have $7,000 out of our needed $14,000 that is 
needed to pay for our monthly bills and other expenses (it should be noted 
there is still one more Sunday left, but this is still only about half of what is 
needed). Despite a burst of giving that happened in June after I said in  
worship we were falling behind, we have had one of our lowest months of the 
year. While it is the summer and it is typical for summer giving to be down, any 
organization needs basic and consistent income to function. As of July 27, we 
have $1907.31 in bills that are unpaid, which would make it so our expenses 
for the month is underneath our expected expenses and yet giving is still too 
low to be able to handle this smaller need.  
 
Unless there are changes in giving, we will be running into a problem that 
many other congregation across the US are facing: a loss of a full-time pastor 
and other staff to do things in the congregations. While this can be a very 
beautiful thing as some congregations have come together to fill its duties and 
mission with the help of creative and robust lay person action, it is not an easy 
task that can fall on one person to lead the whole congregation through the 
process. This also follows another issue: because our problem is not unique 
and because the cost is too high to become a pastor, we will be hitting a crisis 
point soon in the ELCA over an utter lack of pastoral leadership. Graduating 
classes from seminary are getting smaller and smaller and many point to the 
high costs of gaining an education to lead the Church as the main culprit  
behind some people not following the call. This coupled with a lack of a livable 
compensation has driven away an already heavily debt burden generation 
from taking on the call to ministry. One way or the other, the Church will need 
to start assuming pastoral leadership will not mean working fulltime in one 
congregation in the years to come, whether because of finances or because 
pulpits need to be filled. 
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So what does the question of “Who Jesus Christ to you and what does Jesus 
Christ mean for the world. This question is best the possible way to prepare 
the future of the Church to continue doing its mission of proclaiming the  
Gospel. The generations coming up soon to lead the Church will need to be 
prepared to speak about their own beliefs, and what their faith means to them 
because more and more people will not actually know anything about Jesus. 
While this does not mean we are going to start a generation who will go door 
to door to speak about their faith, we are instead preparing a generation of 
Christians to be ready for a world where they cannot take their beliefs for 
granted. The need for lay people to openly and actively speak about their 
faith and religion is going to become more and more common as spiritually 
hungry people will be seeking answers after a mass exodus from religion. 
The mission field will become one in which lay people in all places will need 
to be ready to talk about their faith as Christ will bring into their lives people 
who will ask unexpected and deep questions about God, and what Jesus 
Christ really means for this world. The Church seems to grow the most when 
Christianity is seen to be a minority while living in a culture that had a god or 
goddess or philosophy to address whatever issue occurred in the world. Yet 
even Roman writers, despite their disgust of Christians, had to admit that 
Christians were pretty good at following the commands of Jesus in caretaking 
of the poor, sick, widow, orphan, and imprisoned. 
 
As we look to the future, this question should not just be for our confirmation 
youth, but one that all Christians should be asking ourselves. I leave you then 
with this very question: Who is Jesus Christ to you and what does Jesus 
Christ mean for the world? 
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There are two openings on the church council.  
Christian Education and Outreach.  
We meet the 2nd Tuesday at 6:00pm for about 1-2 hours. 
Meetings will be in January, February, April, June, August, 
October & November.  
We all work together well for the functions of the church. Please give some 
prayerful thought to be on your church council and get in touch with Pastor 
Erik or me. 
Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 
 
        Are you an active member, 
        The kind that would be missed? 
        Or are you just contented 
        That your name is on the list? 

   Do you attend the meeting 
   and mingle with the crowd? 
   Or do you stay at home 
   and crab both long and loud? 
   Do you take an active part 
   To help the church along? 
   Or are you satisfied to be  
   The kind to just belong? 
    Do you ever go to visit 
    A member that is sick? 
   Or leave the work for just a few 
   And talk about the clique? 
   There’s quite a program scheduled  

        That means success if done. 
        And it can be accomplished 
        With the help of everyone. 
        So attend the meetings regularly, 
        And help with hand and heart, 
        Don’t be just a member, 
        But take an active part. 
           Author Unknown 
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Sitting in Church today listening to the music 
even though our wonderful composer was not 
with us. 

I need to say thanks to Daniel and the  
committee who selects our music for our  
services. 

This summer season there  has been some   
exceptional music. 

Thank  you for your time. 

Karan Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We will be used as a cooling station on Sunday, August 
6th from 8-3.  From 8-11 We will be hosting a pancake  
breakfast for all, those attending the art fair and the  
congregation.  It is a free will donation for breakfast.   
Menu of:  
pancakes and sausage, fresh fruit, and eggs, juice, coffee. 
 
Proceeds will go to the youth group.   
 
We are looking for youth to help out that day!  Please  
contact Audra Peterson @  
pete1107@comcast.net  or message her at 219-406-0905 

mailto:pete1107@comcast.net
tel:(219)%20406-0905
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VBS / Day Camp took place at Bethlehem the week of July 9th – 14th. The kids had a  
wonderful time making playdough, painting pictures, getting their faces painted, singing 
songs, learning at bible time, and splashing at water day.  
So many helped out to make it a success! We would like to thank the Coles and Halls for  
housing the counselors, the kitchen helpers ~ Evie Edborg and Marilynne Dilley for  
helping serve lunch ~ Marilynne Dilley, Susan Zimnawoda and the Quilters for sewing  
colorful bandanas for the campers. A big thank you to Dot Woods for providing homemade 
cookies, rice krispie treats, and jell-o desserts for camp every day. Also, thanks to Jeri 
Kasten for the water hook-up for water day. 
LOL and confirmation members helped every day with serving lunch & games. Evening 
meal providers were the Zimnawoda family, Amanda Boyd, Gail & Ron Ludwig, Pastor, 
LOL, and Stephanie Ritter. Sam Cooke and our secretary, Angie, published a colorful 
newsletter everyday. It was truly a rewarding and fun week for all involved. 
Susan Collins & Susan Hall 
Christian Education Committee 
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 As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be 
supportive of each other through prayer and acts of 
kindness. We must remember that all that we have is a 
gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, 
but our property. We are failing monthly to meet our 
monthly mortgage payment. In 2016, we fell 
$20,701.00 short in our mortgage giving. In June, we 
failed to meet our mortgage payment goal. Our 
monthly payment is $5,813.36, our gifts totaled 
$4,360.00, leaving a deficit of $1,453.36. Please  
remember in your prayers our house of worship and 
contribute as you are able. Our mortgage balance now 
stands at $127,682.62. In order to meet our financial 
obligations in the operating account, we require 

$16,000.00 per month. Our income for June was $27,376.00.   
The following accounts show the ending balances as of June 30th –  

 
Bread of Love             $       241.45          -  money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront – 90% of the 
                                                          proceeds go to 1st contact and 10% to Bethlehem   
     

EJ Stock              $      110.00          - money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants               $   2,306.50          - money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund          $   8,150.00 

Mortgage Reduction     $   2,883.25          - money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account       $    3,377.76         - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund               $       689.93         - money used to help people in need 

Savings    $  13,209.18 

Youth Group    $    4,569.76          - money earned by the youth  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or  
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  
but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

August 19 & 20 August 12 & 13 August 5 & 6 
HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN AUGUST 

      August  26 & 27   
     Zaideman  
     McEwan 
     Burton 

           Potrzebowski 
           Wilson 
            Zaideman 

       Cole 
       Fancher 
       Cole 
       Zimnawoda 

      Peterson 
      Yurconic 
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August Worship Assistants 

 
August 6 9:30 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole     
Greeter(s): Ruth Ann Tuttle 
Reader: Ann Moodie 
Acolyte(s): Addison Cole & Paige Hancock 
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Nancy Reitz 
 
August 12-13 One worship on Saturday August 12th at 5:30 pm    
     
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Randy & Ruth Nidelchoff 
 
August 20 9:30 a.m.      
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher     
Greeter(s): Chad, Marcy & Shea Ogle 
Reader: Judith Peters 
Acolyte(s): Abri Rodriguez & Avery Tegt  
Counters: Carla Coffman 
Altar Flowers: Rich & Rhonda Klaiber 
 
August 27 9:30 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole     
Greeter(s): Julie Orlich 
Reader: Evie Edborg 
Acolyte(s): Coryn Rodriguez & Ben Van Wagner 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Gail Ludwig 
 
 
 
      Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service:   
August 05:  Jean Pass 
 
August 19:   Megan Pratt 
August 26: Susan Collins 
 
                
   

  Serving this month from the Altar Guild:   
        Becky Cole & Judy Guidish 
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Our August meeting will be  
August 17th  at 1pm. Bible Study 

& dessert. All are welcome. We will have a special 
project to work on so come join the fun!  

 

   There are still openings for 
altar flowers ~ the sign up 

chart is posted on the  
 bulletin board outside the 

church office.  The cost is 
$30.00 ~ checks payable to 

‘WELCA’ 

 

 

Thank you everyone that has been so 
supportive in bringing in  
weekly items for the food pantry.  

For the month of August we are  
asking for:  
August 5 & 6 ~ Any kind of spice 

August 12 & 13 ~ Dessert Mixes 

August 19 & 20 ~ Sandwich non-perishable items 

August 26 & 27 ~ Back to school snacks 

 

Can you be more creative than your neighbor? Let’s try! 
All item’s must be non-perishable 
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Learn how you can benefit the church and yourself by 
having all, or a portion of, the required minimum  
distribution from your retirement accounts sent directly 
to the church. Also some other thoughts about the  
benefits of charitable giving. 
  
 
Darlene Kittredge 
KITTREDGE & ZEHNER P.C, 
  
PHONE:  (219) 926-8836     FAX:  (219) 926-4516 

tel:(219)%20926-8836
tel:(219)%20926-4516
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
11:00a Quilting                                 
 
 
6:00p Worship/
Music Comm. 
 
8:00p AA 

2 
10:00a Bible 
Study -Alpha 
 
6:00p Hand Bell 
Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 

3 
 
 
4:00p Stephen 
Ministry 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 

4 
 
 
 
 

5  

 
 5:30p Worship (T) 
 
  
 

 

6 
8:00p Pancake 
Breakfast 
9:30a Worship (T)  
 
12:00p Cooling 
Station 
 
4:00p 12 Step 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

7 
 
 
 
 
5:00p Christian 
Ed 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega                                       
 
8:00p A.A. 

8 
 
11:00a Quilting 
 
 
  
5:30p Executive 
6:00p Council 
Meeting 
 
8:00p A.A. 

9    
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
 
 
5:30p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Hand Bell 
Choir 
6:00p LOL 
 
  

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
 
 
 

11 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

12 
  
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
  
  
 
  
 
 

13 
  
 
 
 
4:00p 12 Step            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 
 

14 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 

15 
 
 
11:00a  Quilting  
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 

16 
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Hand Bell 
Choir  
   

17 
PASTOR OUT OF 
TOWN 
 
1:00p WELCA   
          
4:00p Stephen  
Ministry 
6:00p Girl Scouts 

18 
PASTOR OUT OF 
TOWN 
  
 

19 
PASTOR OUT OF 
TOWN 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
 
 
 

20         
9:30a Worship (T)  
 
 

 
 
4:00p 12 Step            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

21 
  
 
PASTOR OUT OF 
TOWN 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

22 
 11:00a  Quilting       
                 
PASTOR OUT OF 
TOWN 
 
 
. 
8:00p A.A. 

23 
 
 
PASTOR OUT OF 
TOWN 
 
 
6:00p Hand Bell 
Choir 

24 
  
 
PASTOR OUT OF 
TOWN 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
PASTOR OUT OF 
TOWN 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
  

 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 

27 
9:30a Worship (T) 
 
 
4:00p 12 Step 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

 

28 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

29 
   
11:00a  Quilting       
                 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

30 
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
 
 
 
6:00p Hand Bell 
Choir 
 

31 
 
 
4:00p Stephen 
Ministry 
            
6:00p Confirmation 

  
 
 
 

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
9:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

