
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
9:30am Sundays 

 
Please note the 
time change for 

summer Worship 
Service on  
Sunday’s 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

The constitution of our church states: We, baptized members of 
the church, responding in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit 
through the Gospel, desire to unite together to preach the Word, 
administer the sacraments, and carry out God’s mission. 
The congregation council, including the Pastor, is the  
administrative authority of the congregation. Officers are  
President-Lois Fancher, Vice-President-Becky Cole, Secretary-
Ron Ludwig and Treasure-Marlene Knapp. Committees are 
Christian Education-Open, Finance-Ruth Ann Tuttle, Outreach-
Open, Property-Carla Coffman, Social Ministry-Bea Beyer, 
Stewardship-Chad Ogle and Worship-Karan Smith. 
We have such dedicated people on the council and we all are 
working well together for the good of our church and community. 
I would like to personally thank Becky Cole for being Council 
President for the last three years. Her help and knowledge made 
it very easy working with our interim Pastor Thelma, to  
welcoming a newly ordained minister in our Pastor Erik. He has 
been there three years on July 27th and we have been growing a 
lot in many areas. Although, I will have to say that those two  
often joked about being the two youngest on the council since 
quite a few of us are “Seniors”. 
I would also like to make mention at this time and thank Gary 
Cooke, and ’our late Tom Bush’ for all their time and effort in  
restructuring our payments from SBA for the tower. This lump 
sum payment will give us some needed reserve and payments 
will still continue in the future. Our church Treasurer, Marlene 
Knapp and our member Darlene Kittredge, CPA were also very 
helpful in this process. 
We are always looking for new people who are interested in  
helping their church in any capacity. New people bring new ideas 
and new enthusiasm to a committee or project. Please contact one 
of the above whose name, phone number & email are on a  
separate page. 
Lois Fancher  
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thank you to everyone who was supportive and  
caring during randy’s struggle with cancer.  
a special ‘thank you’ to pastor erik who was and 
still is always there for us. 
 
peace, 
the skalku’s ~ Bill, sharon & andrew   
 
 

 

 A  special Thanks to 
 Wendy Kappas  
 (Nancy Miller’s  
 daughter) for  
 refinishing  
 ‘Old Bethlehem’s’ 
 wooden flower 

stands. They can be found, ready for 
use, in the chapel.  
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Dear Members – 

Forest Preserve Bible Church, located in Chicago, has contacted Bethlehem concerning Bibles, 

religious books and other Christian materials. 

Forest Preserve is collaborating with a ministry called Love Packages. This ministry collects used 

Christian literature, Bibles, unused Sunday School materials, Christian books, CDs, tracts, 

devotionals, etc. They then sort these materials and send them out to English-speaking, poor 

and hard to reach areas of the world to share God’s word. 

If you have any of the above-mentioned materials and would like to donate them, please bring 

to the church and give to our church secretary. Forest Preserve will arrange a time and pick up 

the materials. 

Your help with this project is greatly appreciated. 

The food contributions are so greatly 
appreciated. Sometimes there is a 
backlog of food donations containers 
that are not reclaimed. 
We are asking if you could please 
bring food donations in throw away 
containers that would make clean up 
easier and much faster. It would be 
greatly appreciated.  

Thank you, 
WELCA 
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Lois Fancher - President 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Becky Cole - Vice President  
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Finance Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Daniel Grayvold—Cantor 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
872-222-6867 
 
     
 
 

 
 
 - Christian Education 
 
 
 
 - Outreach Committee 
 
 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Chad Ogle- Stewardship Committee 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278 
 
      
 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell  

Property Committee Report 
 
 

 

 

 

The property committee would like to give a big thanks to those who answered the call 
for help with the mowing. They are Debbie Kemp, Mark Hodgkiss, Pam Frend, and  
Violet Needham.  We have received many glowing reports on how nice our landscaping 
looks.  It is because we have members who are willing to give of their time and talents 
to make it so.  Thanks to all our property members who are willing to work to keep our 
building and grounds in shape.  

mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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  The LOL mission trip had the theme of the Good Life. I  
struggled with this theme throughout the week because I have 
often pondered if being Christian means going for “the Good 
Life” or how do we even begin to define that. My encounters 
to this phrase are more set into the traditions of Roman and 
Greek  
philosophers and so every time I hear this phrase I am  
reminded of a boring project I did on stoic philosophy for a 
class on the Golden Age of Rome in college. It left a bitter 
taste in my mouth, and truth be told, that bitterness did arise 
for me as we continued in this theme. 
 The theme eventually picked up on the word “tov” in  

Hebrew, in where God makes the declaration in Genesis 1 “and God saw that it was 
good.” Most translations use “good” in this case, however, the Hebrew is a deeper  
language with a smaller vocabulary. While the material wanted to use “beautiful” as 
an additional translation I would even critique this use as “tov” has a deeper meaning 
that speaks of completeness that what God created was how it was intended to be. 
 So, if we are to have “tov” life so to speak, it means that we are called to live a 
life as we were created to be. While this is difficult considering the power of sin in 
this world, God’s declaration of “tov” is not overcome by any part of the created 
world. In many ways, I also pondered this week with some of the adult leaders how 
service is not an extra ordinary thing we do in addition to a Christian life, but rather it 
is an ordinary part of normal Christian life, a “tov” life. If we follow this logic, is 
there then ever such a thing as “the Good Life” by any sort of sense of modern  
interpretation of “good?” 
 Certainly not if we mean “good” in a moralistic sense because that limits our 
view of what can truly be in a “Good Life.” It also does not just mean “beautiful.” It 
is  
something that combines these two words and much more. The “Tov Life” is living a 
life in which you live as God intended you to do in your creation. Now while you  
finish laughing at the daunting nature of that statement, may I remind you that Christ 
walks with you and that the forgiveness of sin is pouring out to us from Christ’s work 
on the cross is why this is possible. You are freed from sin to live a “tov life”—a life 
that is full of opportunity and gifts from our Creator. The “tov life” does not just  
happen when we are doing good things, that would take Christ out of the equation. 
The “tov life” is also present amid our struggles and pains as Christ works in us to 
overcome and find peace in the chaos of life. 
 The “Tov Life” is not something you seek, but rather a direct gift from God at  
creation. God’s creation is “tov,” which makes you “tov.” Live that “tovness” to the 
fullest knowing the power of God’s love for you to live as you were created. 

A note from  



6  

 

      
There are two openings on the church council.  
Christian Education and Outreach.  
We meet the 2nd Tuesday at 6:00pm for about 1-2 hours. 
Meetings will be in January, February, April, June, August, 
October & November.  
We all work together well for the functions of the church. Please give some 
prayerful thought to be on your church council and get in touch with Pastor 
Erik or me. 
Lois Fancher (219)926-2079 
 
        Are you an active member, 
        The kind that would be missed? 
        Or are you just contented 
        That your name is on the list? 

   Do you attend the meeting 
   and mingle with the crowd? 
   Or do you stay at home 
   and crab both long and loud? 
   Do you take an active part 
   To help the church along? 
   Or are you satisfied to be  
   The kind to just belong? 
    Do you ever go to visit 
    A member that is sick? 
   Or leave the work for just a few 
   And talk about the clique? 
   There’s quite a program scheduled  

        That means success if done. 
        And it can be accomplished 
        With the help of everyone. 
        So attend the meetings regularly, 
        And help with hand and heart, 
        Don’t be just a member, 
        But take an active part. 
           Author Unknown 
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             DAY CAMP REGISTRATION 
Name ___________________________________________________ 

Age_____________   Male ______________ Female _____________ 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 City________________________ Zip _________  

Parent Name_____________________________ 

Home Phone_________________________   Emergency Phone ___________________________ 

Grade Entering; Fall 2017___________ Home Church____________________________________ 

 

Permission to Participate:  I give my child permission to participate in the Day Camp program at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church July 10-July 14. I acknowledge that although measures are taken to minimize the risk of injury to camp participants, Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church cannot guarantee that the activities will be free of accidents or injuries. 
Furthermore, I have instructed my child in the importance of following instructions of Day Camp leaders, camp rules and procedures 
for the safety of camp participants. I understand that parents are contacted in the event their child needs 
professional medical attention. I will pay at registration $25 for my first child and $5 for each additional child 

 
Parent Signature____________________________________________________ Date _________________________ 

Please list any special needs that your child has: 

 

             DAY CAMP REGISTRATION 
Name ___________________________________________________ 

Age_____________   Male ______________ Female _____________ 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 City________________________ Zip _________  

Parent Name_____________________________ 

Home Phone_________________________   Emergency Phone ___________________________ 

Grade Entering; Fall 2017___________ Home Church____________________________________ 

 

Permission to Participate:  I give my child permission to participate in the Day Camp program at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church July 10-July 14. I acknowledge that although measures are taken to minimize the risk of injury to camp participants, Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church cannot guarantee that the activities will be free of accidents or injuries. 
Furthermore, I have instructed my child in the importance of following instructions of Day Camp leaders, camp rules and procedures 
for the safety of camp participants. I understand that parents are contacted in the event their child needs 
professional medical attention. I will pay at registration $25 for my first child and $5 for each additional child 

 
Parent Signature____________________________________________________ Date _________________________ 

 
Please list any special needs that your child has: 
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This year’s VBS will be July 10-14th, 9:00am – 4:00pm.  On Sunday 
July 9th at 6pm the church will host an ice cream social where the 
parents and students have an opportunity to meet and become  
acquainted with the camp counselors. 

We will be partnering with Luther Road Outdoor Ministry again. 
The theme is ‘The Water of Life’.  

We are in need of host families for overnights and people who can 
provide evening meals for the five camp teachers. 

So plan ahead and save the dates for summer fun! Call the church 
office to reserve your spot. 

Please contact Susan Hall if you can help. (219)983-2514 
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THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
ON MONDAY & TUESDAY,  

JULY 3rd & 4th,  
IN OBERVANCE OF INDEPENDENCE DAY 
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 As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be 
supportive of each other through prayer and acts of 
kindness. We must remember that all that we have is a 
gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, 
but our property. We are failing monthly to meet our 
monthly mortgage payment. In 2016, we fell 
$20,701.00 short in our mortgage giving. In May, we 
failed to meet our mortgage payment goal. Our 
monthly payment is $5,813.36, our gifts totaled 
$3,715.00, leaving a deficit of $2,098.36. Please  
remember in your prayers our house of worship and 
contribute as you are able. Our mortgage balance now 
stands at $133,122.93. In order to meet our financial 
obligations in the operating account, we require 

$16,000.00 per month. Our income for May was $12,615.00.   
The following accounts show the ending balances as of May 31st –  

 
Bread of Love             $       287.00          -  money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront – 90% of the 
                                                          proceeds go to 1st contact and 10% to Bethlehem   
     

EJ Stock              $      110.00          - money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants               $   2,306.50          - money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund          $   8,150.00 

Mortgage Reduction     $   4,336.61         - money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account       $   -1,102.28          - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund               $       689.93          - money used to help people in need 

Savings    $    2,282.39 

Youth Group    $    5,082.62          - money earned by the youth  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or  
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  
but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

July 15 & 16 July 8 & 9 July 1 & 2 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN JULY 

          July  22 & 23   
          Smith  
          Waltz 
  
  

           Waltz 
           Sheets 
           Smith 

      Thyen 
      Hayes 
      Bush-Schaefer 
    

      Peters 
      Sheets 
       

July  29 & 30   
Stegeman  
VanWagner 
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July Worship Assistants 

July 2 9:30 a.m.        
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters     
Greeter(s):  
Reader: Evie Edborg 
Acolyte(s):  
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Helen Sabinske 
 
July 9 9:30 a.m.          
Assisting Minister: Megan Pratt     
Greeter(s):  
Reader: Gail Ludwig 
Acolyte(s): Bryce Thoma & Avery Tegt 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Jean Pass 
 
July 16 9:30 a.m.      
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher     
Greeter(s):  
Reader: Howard Peters 
Acolyte(s): Abri Rodriguez & Ben Van Wagner  
Counters: Carla Coffman 
Altar Flowers: Debbie Kemp 
 
July 23 9:30 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins     
Greeter(s):  
Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer 
Acolyte(s): Coryn Rodriguez 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Nancy Reitz 
 
July 30 9:30 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters     
Greeter(s):  
Reader: Reynold Wolter 
Acolyte(s): Gracie Perrine & Ava Komp 
Counters: Marlene Knapp 
Altar Flowers: OPEN  
 
      Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service:   
July 01:  Alyssa Cole  
July 08:  Jean Pass 
July 15:     Jean Pass 
July 22: Judith Peters 
July 29:    Susan Collins 
                
   
  Serving this month from the Altar Guild:   
   Jean Gaulke & Mary Gulbransen 
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Our July 20th meeting will be a picnic at the home 
of Nancy Miller - 1255 Dogwood Dr., Chesterton. 

We will meet at 12pm. Everyone is asked to bring a 
dish to share.  
Sandwiches will be provided by our hostess.  
Please RSVP to Nancy (219)926-4337.  
Hope to see you there!  

 

There are still opening for 
altar flowers ~ the sign up 

chart is posted on the  
bulletin board outside the 
church office.  The cost is 
$30.00 ~ checks payable to 

‘WELCA’ 

 

 

Thank you everyone that has been so 
supportive in bringing in  
weekly items for the food pantry.  

For the month of July we are  
asking for:  
July 1 & 2 ~ Anything Red, White  
 or Blue 

July 8 & 9 ~ Liquid Soap Products 

July 15 & 16 ~ Crackers & Cookies 

July 22 & 23 ~ Toilet Paper & Paper Towels 

July 29 & 30 ~ Anything you can mix with milk 

Can you be more creative than your neighbor? Let’s try! 
All item’s must be non-perishable 
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Learn how you can benefit the church and yourself by 
having all, or a portion of, the required minimum  
distribution from your retirement accounts sent directly 
to the church. Also some other thoughts about the  
benefits of charitable giving. 
  
 
Darlene Kittredge 
KITTREDGE & ZEHNER P.C, 
  
PHONE:  (219) 926-8836     FAX:  (219) 926-4516 

tel:(219)%20926-8836
tel:(219)%20926-4516
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 
 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 
 
  
 

2 
9:30a Worship (T)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00p 12 Step 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

3 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 
  
                                      
 
8:00p A.A. 

4 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED - 
INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 
 
8:00p A.A. 

5     
 
 
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 
  
 

6 
 
 
4:00p Stephen  
          Ministry      
 
6:00p Hand Bell   
Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Confirmation 
 

7 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

8 
  
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
  
  
 
  
 
 

9 
9:30a Worship (T)  
 
 
 
4:00p 12 Step            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 
 

10 
9-4pm VBS 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

11 
9-4pm VBS 
 
 
11:00a  Quilting 

101 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

12 
9-4pm VBS 
 
 
 
5:30p Girl Scouts 
6:00p LOL with     
VBS staff 
   

13 
9-4pm VBS 
  
          
 
6:00p Hand Bell   
Choir 
 
 

14 
9-12pm VBS 

 
  
 

15 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
 
 
 
 
 

16         
9:30a Worship (T)  
 
 
 
4:00p 12 Step            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 
 

17 
10:00a  
Confirmation crash 
course 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

18 
10:00a  
Confirmation 
crash course 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
. 
8:00p A.A. 

19 
10:00a  
Confirmation crash 
course 
 
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
  

20 
10:00a  
Confirmation crash 
course 
1:00pm WELCA 
4:00p Stephen     
Ministry 
6:00p Hand Bell 
6:00p Girl Scouts 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 

23 / 30 
9:30a Worship (T) 
 
 
4:00p 12 Step 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

 

24 / 31 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

25 
   
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

26 
 
10:00a Bible 
Study - Alpha 
 
 
 
6:00p LOL 

27 
 
 
 
6:00p Hand Bell 
           Choir 
6:00p Confirmation 

28 29 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

11:00 am—Contemporary 
 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

