
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
8:30am Sundays 

 
Contemporary 

11:00am Sundays 
 

Sunday School 
9:45am Sundays 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

 
The confirmation youth recently finished their Prophet 
projects. A central question concerning their prophet 
was “how did this prophet comfort the afflicted and  
afflict the comfortable?” This question is central in 
preaching as it speaks about our Lutheran heritage of 
Law and Gospel—that God’s law mirrors back to us the 
power of sin and death and then liberates us in  
forgiveness and healing. The prophets are excellent  
examples of this dynamic. Here are three of their  
responses: 
 
Micah: He afflicts the comfortable by scolding the 
greedy people who took things that didn’t belong to 
them. He comforted the afflicted by telling them  
everything is going to be fine and the Lord will protect 
and redeem them [ancient Israel]. 
 
Joel: He wants the inhabitants of the land to  
lament and keep telling them about the story of the 
plagues. Joel reassures that there’s hope in God to  
renew the situation. 
 
Malachi: He comforted the afflicted by teaching 
them how to make proper sacrifices. He afflicted the  
comfortable by telling them that they are  
doing [sacrifices wrong] and telling them the  
consequences [of improper sacrifice]. He also defined 
the wicked and righteous. 
 
Next month, more of their projects will appear in the 
newsletter so stay tuned! 
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Let us welcome and celebrate with these young people and their families as they 
partake of the Lord’s Supper for the first time tonight: 
 

Aubree Jean Bergner  daughter of Melissa and Nicolas  Bergner 

Lillian Elizabeth Figolah daughter of Andrea and Kevin Figola 

Rilee Mikele Henry daughter of Rachel and Kyle Henry 

Shane Robert Henry son of Rachel and Kyle Henry 

Gabrielle Melzena Hull daughter of Melissa Hull 

Riley Christopher Mills son of Amanda Schmidt 

Naomi Lynn Rodriguez daughter of Amanda andJuan Rodriguez 

Caitlyn Marie Teets daughter of Regan and Justin Teets 

 

Receiving First Holy Communion on Sunday, April 23: 

Madison Carol Smith daughter of Michelle and Colin Smith 

Receiving First Holy Communion on Saturday, May 6: 

Zachary John Van Wagner son of Kelly and Tim Van Wagner 

Receiving First Holy Communion on Sunday, May 7: 

Zoe Ryann Komp daughter of Nadia and Kelly Komp 

First Holy Communion 
    Easter Vigil 
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Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

                              - Finance Committee 
 
 
 
Daniel Grayvold—Cantor 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  
 
 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell  

 
 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:%28219%29%20448-3278
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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So the tomb is empty, what now? We sit in the feast season of 
Easter until we finally reach the Day of Pentecost when we will 
once again hear the story of the Holy Spirit crashing down in 
tongues of fire and setting the hearts of the disciples ablaze.  
Oddly enough, this point of the story was probably very scary for 
the disciples. They saw Jesus up and moving again, but what do 
his enemies think about that? Certainly, Rome would want to 
squash any sort of rumor of a resurrection since this was a direct 
mockery of their greatest fear tactic. What about the chief priests 
and Pharisees, who saw his death a victory on their part and a  

return to the corrupted order they had created? They all would certainly not believe  
resurrection was possible and so the disciples and followers of Jesus would become the 
next targets to squash the spark of rebellion before it sets the whole countryside ablaze. 
 This year’s Easter Gospel text has the almost bored angel waiting to tell the disciples 
the same thing Jesus had just told them several days ago. One of our members approached 
me to talk about that text and she was frustrated with the angel for being that way while 
these individuals were in the midst of their grief. She is incredibly right, and on top of that, 
the angel is almost acting incredibly arrogant to think this news does not come with its own 
set of worries. Do not get me wrong, the resurrection is indeed good news, but these  
grieving disciples only have moments to celebrate before they need to run. The command 
to go to Galilee almost takes on a new term of warning as the rumors of Jesus resurrection 
would certainly spell an offensive on those who tried to kill him. 
 And yet, what now are we to do with this empty tomb? We cannot remain hiding  
behind closed doors and keep this news to ourselves, because this news is not meant to be 
squandered among the people Jesus lived and traveled during his lifetime. In fact, there is a 
command to go and share it will nations later on during his ascension. 
 This is a risky task during Jesus time, but also one for us now. We stand at risk in 
making a claim of such a crazy act as resurrection. It stands against all logic and biological 
knowledge we have concerning how death works. Therefore death is still so difficult for us 
because we are scared of what is beyond it due to our inability to actually know with  
measurable evidence what lies ahead when we breathe our last. Resurrection, however, is 
about the conquest of all types of death, not just our physical one. The power of sin is gone 
because the consequence of complete and utter death is gone; we are freed instead to live 
our lives without worry or fear in the face of these realities. The empty tomb means that 
nothing in this world can get in the way of the love God has for us. The empty tomb means 
an eternity of relationship with God and the people of God. The empty tomb means we can 
begin celebrating that here and now by living a life reflecting our joy and comfort in 
death’s loss of power. Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

A note from  
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                            Memorial  
 

  
                                            Definition of a 

 
 A "memorial" is something given to help individuals remember and honor a person, event, or 
time.  

 
 
The Memorial Fund is a means by which families or individuals may provide financial gift to 
place an item, provide a service, or to honor a person, event, or time. The fund is designed 
support the worship, study, fellowship and service of this  

 
 
Memorials and gifts given to the congregation and accepted the possessions of the con-
gregation. Some material objects given as memorials may wear down time, become no 
longer useful, and need to be disposed of.  Family will be notified before any action is taken. 
Although no existing rooms or areas inside or of the Church building available for 
designation as "memorials", the furnishings may be.  
 

                                    Procedures for the Placement of  
 
An individual, group or organization to place a memorial wi l l  -   
 

1.  Meet with the Pastor or appropriate committee chairperson for a under-
standing of the definition and requirement(s) in placing memorial.  

2.   State the purpose of the memorial. 
3. Provide a photo of memorial. 
4. Provide a written description giving dimensions. 
5. Provide value of items for insurance and donors tax purpose.  
6. Money gifts given by members of the congregation will be recorded on their financial 

statements. 
7.  Unless specific instructions are given for the memorial, all money will be deposited in-

to the Mortgage Reduction Fund.  
8.  Information related to the gift/memorial will be forwarded to the designated person re-

sponsible for sending an acknowledgement to the donor from the church. 
9. A list of donors, not money given, will be sent to the next-of-kin for acknowledgement. 

        10.  If desired, the council, with the Pastor and the donor(s) will establish a date and time    
                       

     for the placement and dedication of the memorial. 
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BIBLES 

 
Are you or anyone in your family in need of a Bible? The 
church has a large supply of excess Bibles that have been 
collected and placed in the youth room. There are a  
number of different versions available. 
Please see Angie in the office if you are  
interested. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We will have our congregation 
meeting on Sunday, May 7th  
between services beginning at 
9:45am.  
We will hear committee reports as 

well as vote on new positions. 
Please Join Us!  
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This year’s VBS will be July 9-14th, 9:00am – 4:00pm. We will be 
partnering with Luther Road Outdoor Ministry again. The theme is 
‘The Water of Life’.  

We are in need of host families for overnights and people who can 
provide evening meals for the five camp teachers. 

So plan ahead and save the dates for summer fun! 

Please contact Susan Hall if you can help. (219)983-2514 
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                 SHINGLES 
 
According to Webster, a “shingle” is a 
roofing product.  When you add an “s”, it 
becomes “herpes zoster” or an eruption of 
the dormant chicken pox virus. So much 
for our complicated language! 
I recently had a minor outbreak of shingles 

(on my nose!) after a rather trying episode of scalp psoriasis, infected molar with even-
tual extraction, and other “stuff”.  So, what is shingles?  First of all, you can’t “catch” 
shingles from someone who has it.  It is caused by the chicken pox virus called herpes 
zoster.  It is not the same virus that causes “cold sores” or genital herpes.  Once you 
have had chicken pox as a kid like most of us over a certain age, the virus remains 
dormant in your system forever.  As we age, our immune systems become weakened, or 
if you go through a stressful time physically or emotionally, the virus can return as 
shingles.  
What does shingles look like?  It is a blistering (sometimes draining), itchy, tingling, 
and painful rash.  It occurs usually around the mid abdominal area but can appear any-
where such as the face, eye, scalp, or back.  Sometimes the person will have flu like 
symptoms like aching, and fatigue.  Usually there is no fever.  There can be long term 
disabling consequences (called post herpetic syndrome) which leaves the person with 
pain at the site of the outbreak. Kids today are vaccinated against chicken pox. 
It is estimated that 1 in 3 adults over 65 yrs will get shingles at some time.  If you do 
think you have shingles, see your doctor as soon as possible as there is an antiviral 
medication you can take to help with resolution of the outbreak.  Otherwise, there is a 
vaccine called Zostavax that health care professionals recommend.  It estimated to 
prevent 50-60% of cases and supposedly will lessen the symptoms if an outbreak  
occurs. There have been some stories about bad effects of the vaccine.  I played 
“Russian roulette” and did not get the vaccine.  However, now that I have had a  
minor outbreak, once I am all healed, I will get the vaccine.  That is my  
recommendation. 
Bask in the warmth and sunshine of this Easter season 
 
Ann 

Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531 (cell)  
      (call or text) 
Email: nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 

Call if you 
need me!! 
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 As a church family, Bethlehem members strive to be 
supportive of each other through prayer and acts of 
kindness. We must remember that all that we have is a 
gift from God. These gifts include not only each other, 
but our property. We are failing monthly to meet our 
monthly mortgage payment. In 2016, we fell 
$20,701.00 short in our mortgage giving. In March, we 
MET our mortgage payment goal. Our monthly  
payment is $5,813.36, our gifts totaled $9,488.36, 
leaving a surplus of $3,675.00. Please remember in 
your prayers our house of worship and contribute as 
you are able. Our mortgage balance now stands at 
$143,971.46. In order to meet our financial obligations 
in the operating account, we require $14,000.00 per 

month. Our income for March was $18,871.00.   
The following accounts show the ending balances as of March 31st –  

 
Bread of Love             $       257.77          -  money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront – 90% of the 
                                                          proceeds go to 1st contact and 10% to Bethlehem   
     

EJ Stock              $      110.00          - money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants               $   2,306.50          - money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund          $   8,150.00 

Mortgage Reduction     $   9,188.33         - money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account       $     - 380.87          - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund               $       644.93          - money used to help people in need 

Savings    $    2,889.12 

Youth Group    $    6,250.87          - money earned by the youth  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or  
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;  
but the greatest of these is charity.  

1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

May 20 & 21 May 13 & 14 May 6 & 7 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN MAY 

May  27 & 28   
 Dougherty  
 Long 
 Ludwig 
 Summers 

     Gulbransen 
     Keator 
     Olson 

   Torres 
   Nickels 
    
    

 Prybylla 
 Moodie 
 Ruoff 
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May Worship Assistants 

 
May 7 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Kendall Klaiber 
Greeter(s): Linda Peterson 
Reader: Gail Ludwig 
Acolyte(s):   
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
 
May 14 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Kendall Klaiber 
Greeter(s): Jack & Betty Lindenmeyer 
Reader: Ann Moodie 
Acolyte(s): Ben Van Wagner 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Susan Hall 
 
May 21 8:30 a.m.     11:00 am 
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Kendall Klaiber 
Greeter(s): Joanne Fletcher 
Reader: Alyssa Cole  
Acolyte(s): Avery Tegt  
Counters: Carla Coffman 
Altar Flowers: Marilyn Ruoff 
 
May 28 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Kendall Klaiber 
Greeter(s): Debbie Kemp 
Reader: Ruth Ann Tuttle 
Acolyte(s): Addison Cole 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Evie Edborg 
 
 
Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service:   
May 06:  Alyssa Cole  
May 13:  Jean Pass 
May 20:                      Jean Pass 
May 27: Andrew Skalku 
     
               Serving this month from the Altar Guild:   
               Beverly Stegeman and Mary Lou Cole  
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Our next WELCA meeting is May 
18th at 1:00pm. All women of the 

church are welcome. We will have a ‘mini bake sale’ 
after the services on May 20th & 21st. In June we plan 
to go out to lunch. More information will be available 
after the May meeting.  

 

There are still opening for 
altar flowers ~ the sign up 

chart is posted on the  
bulletin board outside the 
church office.  The cost is 
$30.00 ~ checks payable to 

‘WELCA’ 

 

 

Thank you everyone that has been so 
supportive in bringing in  
weekly items for the food pantry.  

For the month of May we are  
asking for:  
May 6 & 7 ~ Canned fruit or any-
thing with fruit in it 

May 13 & 14 ~ Anything in a bag 

May 20 & 21 ~ Odd Shaped pasta 

May 27 & 28 ~ Sauce or Gravy 

Can you be more creative than your neighbor? Let’s try! 
All item’s must be non-perishable 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1 
 
5:00p Christian  
Ed                                      
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

2 
 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 
6:00p Worship / 
Music Comm. 
8:00p A.A. 

3 
 
10:00a Bible 
Study    Alpha 
 
5:00p Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 

4 
 
 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Hand Bell   
Choir 
6:00p Confirmation 

5 6 
 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 
 
 

7 
8:30a Worship (T)  
9:45a Sunday   
School 
9:45a Annual 
Meeting 
11:00a Worship 
(C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

8 
 
                                      
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
5:30p Executive 
6:00p Council   
Meeting 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 
 

10     
10:00a Bible 
Study    Alpha 
 
5:00p Choir 
5:30p Girl Scouts 
6:00p LOL 
 
 
 

 

11 
 
 
4:00p Stephen  
          Ministry      
 
6:00p Hand Bell   
Choir 
6:00p Confirmation 
 
 

12 
 
 

 
 

 

 

13 
  
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
  

  
 
 

14 
8:30a Worship (T)  
9:45a Sunday   
School 
11:00a Worship 
(C) 
4:00p 12 Step            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

15 
 

 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

16 
 
11:00a  Quilting 

101 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 

17 
10:00a Bible 
Study   Alpha 
 
5:00p Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
   
 

18 
1:00p WELCA 
  
           
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Hand Bell   
Choir 
6:00p Confirmation 
 

19 
 
  
 

20 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
 
 
 

21           
8:30a Worship (T)  
9:45a Sunday   
School 
11:00a Worship 
(C) 
4:00p 12 Step            
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

22 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study    
Omega 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 
. 

23 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
. 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 

24 
 
10:00a Bible 
Study   Alpha 
 
 
5:00p Choir 
6:00p LOL 
  

25 
 
4:00p Stephen     
Ministry 
 
6:00p Hand Bell 
           Choir 
6:00p Confirmation 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 

28 
9:30a Worship (T) 
 
 
4:00p 12 Step 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 
 
 

29 
 
 
*CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED* 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

30 
   
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 

31 
 
10:00a Bible 
Study   Alpha 
 
 
5:00p Choir 
 

 
 

  

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

11:00 am—Contemporary 
 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

