
THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
8:30am Sundays 

 
Contemporary 

11:00am Sundays 
 

Sunday School 
9:45am Sundays 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Bishop’s Visit 
 

While it is only February, Bethlehem is excited to announce 
that Bishop Bill Gafkjen is coming to visit us March 11-12th. 
Bishop Gafkjen was requested by the Christian Ed committee 
and approved by the council to join us for our first one  
worship service weekend of the year with a special  
community gathering on March 11th. On March 11th, the 
Bishop will join us for a time of conversation and listening 
concerning Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) 
people and the Church. It must be emphasized that this 
meeting is not meant to set policy for Bethlehem nor institute 
any synodical policies, but instead to create space for safe 
and guided conversation. The Bishop will first open the  
conversation by inviting the participants to share with one  
another how this topic has impacted their lives after a time of 
prayer. Next he will invite people to share some insights they 
received over this conversation time, and from there he will 
continue in conversation concerning our life together and 
what it means to be the Church despite difference in  
theological and personal stances around this issue. He will  
also take some time to speak on Biblical interpretation,  
particularly focusing on Luther’s description of the Bible being 
“the cradle that hold Christ out to us.” We will end with a 
short form of evening prayer to bring us into the night. This 
session will be from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm and is hoped that 
our youth can participate in this conversation as well and 
bring their experiences to the table and share with one  
another their journey with this topic. 

Finally, we will all gather for worship on March 12th at 10:30 
am to hear the Bishop preach and join us at the table.  
Afterwards, like we always like to do, we will share a meal  
together before we send the Bishop on his way. As we  
prepare for the Bishop this coming month, be on the lookout 
for readings and documents that Bishop will suggest before 
we enter into this conversation. 
 

 



Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

                              - Finance Committee 
 
 
 
Daniel Grayvold—Cantor 
cantorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  
 
 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 
   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 
Families Helped          2          2     34         114 
Rent         $344            $  75         $3,190     $10,299 
Utilities Money       $  0                 $156         $   485     $  3,735 
Items Sold          57                   43            630        3105 
Total Sales        $686       $554                  $6,807                 $40,099 
Items Listed           3          31            554         3537 
Shipments           0               1              31           93 

Profit is equal to sales minus cost. 10% of profit is given each to First Contact and to BLC 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell  

I-Joan Summers is still collecting metal tabs 
(from cans) for the VFW. These tabs are collected 

for the Ronald McDonald House.  
There is a special container on the sign up table 

in the Narthex. 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:%28219%29%20448-3278
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990


I will be off on some other tangent (probably weddings since we have two 
in the spring or Lent since March is our Lent heavy season this year!)  
Getting back to the topic at hand, this reflection may have to do with the 
passages of baptism currently in the lectionary, and what they mean to us 
in our Christian identity. In John 1.42, we have the first meeting of Peter 
and Jesus, and within this story the first thing Jesus does is call Peter by 
name, and then gives him a nickname. I ponder this…gift…and wonder 
how Peter would have reacted by some Rabbi coming up to him and  
calling him “Rock” (the meaning of Cephas). 

 In baptism we are given a name as the child of God, and sometimes 
this name can also be uncomfortable. What does it mean to have the name 

as a claimed child of God, and to live in the world that surrounds us? For some it is not difficult because 
of the particular organization or business one may work for or attend is very open and welcoming about 
speaking about religion or matters of faith. For some, it is a downright no, either through rules or  
company culture. Yet, we are given this name and are reminded of it beyond the walls of the Church 
where everyone shares in acceptance and related of this name given to us in baptism. 

So why has this made me contemplate the question of “who are we as a congregation?” It has because I 
have been here long enough to gather enough info to see a good amount of the good and bad of this  
congregation. We are most certainly sinners, but we are also saints. In this reflection of this sainthood, 
directly connected to the name we have received from God, I have been contemplating what it means to 
rightly equip the saints for the work of the Church. The truth of the matter is that one of the gifts of this 
congregation is small projects. We are very good at coming together to put together small projects with 
concrete details and outcomes. However, we are also beginning to be a congregation who reflects on 
their faith within their vocational identities outside of this building. We are a congregation of farmers, 
teachers, lawyers, business people, professors, factory workers, nurses, teachers, students, retired  
individuals, and many other vocational calls both in occupation or in other aspects of our life. We are 
actually a bit diverse in this regard—and regardless of what ones vocational identity is, there is honest 
reflection on their faith impacts what they do in their work. Our students speak about how their faith 
guides their school lives, our teachers speak about the realities of their faith guiding them through the 
teacher’s life, business individuals speak about how their faith pushes them to make certain business  
decisions, nurses see the face of Christ in those they serve, and retired explore new opportunities to see 
the Holy Spirit at works through many various activities around the community.  

 Several years ago, Audra Peterson said during an annual meeting that we are developing an  
identity of a teaching congregation. We are seeing the fruits of that right now in the faith development 
of this congregation. In answering my own question, I have found this answer: we are a congregation, 
who in hearing the word of God proclaimed and sacrament received, is learning how to equip itself and 
those that surround us to be workers of God’s kingdom. What does this mean for the future then? It 
means that while we are still trying on this new clothing, we are beginning to feel comfortable in it. It 
also means that we may also have some gifts that can be shared with the greater Church. Come July 27th, 
this congregation will have raised a “first call” pastor to “maturity”, a rare feat when the average first 
call pastor usually only lasts 18 months. Maybe this is a gift this church has: the ability to raise and train 
people for rostered ministry or leadership in the church. This is honestly a path I feel we as a  
congregation should continue to pray on, and see if this is where the Holy Spirit is guiding us. 

A note from  



 

 

 
                WELCA SUPER BOWL CHILI SALE 

Our annual award winning chili will once again be 
on sale for the Super Bowl Parties. The cost is $10 
for a quart container. You may purchase it after 
each service on February 4th & 5th. 



 
 
 
 
 

5. She will be preaching all three services and having a formal presentation of her work on Saturday 
February 4th at 6:45pm. Coffee and doughnuts will be provided. Below is her presentation summary and 
bio: 

 

Transforming our Ministry among Native American People 
What comes to mind when you think about Native Americans?  Do you think about the images from 
the old Western movies?  Covered wagons?  Tomahawks?  Do you have a romantic view of Indian 
people that comes from the tales of the “old west”?  What, if anything, did you learn in your history 
classes?  Perhaps the logo or mascot from a favorite sports team?  Maybe you think of casinos?  If 
any of these came to mind, or if you are simply curious about Native American people, this presen-
tation is for you! 

Christians have been doing ministry with Native American populations since they arrived on the 
North American continent.  In many cases, that ministry looks the same as it did at the turn of the 
century.  As our understanding has changed, there is a need to consider how that ministry might be 
transformed to better serve Native Americans in today’s society.   

Rev. Karen (Kay) Ressel is currently serving the ELCA on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and 
she will share her experiences and observations of ministry among the Lakota people of South Da-
kota.  Pastor Kay’s presentation will provide a brief history of the formation of reservations and the 
current living conditions on the Pine Ridge Reservation.  The discussion will include a critical look 
at the Christian ministry from the past and what that ministry looks like today.  There will be dis-
cussion about traditional Lakota spirituality and the lasting impact of Christianity on the identity 
of the Lakota people. 

Together we will ponder the question:  How in these contemporary times, do we answer the 
call of Jesus Christ to care for those who are pushed to the margins of society?  In partic-
ular our Native American brothers and sisters.  

 

Karen Ressel, bio 
Rev. Karen Ressel (Pastor Kay) is a graduate of Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, IA.  Pastor Kay worked for the 
Lutheran World Federation in Uganda Africa for three years before she began seminary, where her work was largely about 
sustainable livelihoods in rural, as well as urban, communities.   
 
She currently lives and works on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota as the Director of Native American Ministries for 
the South Dakota Synod of the ELCA.  The work of the Pine Ridge Retreat Center includes hosting visiting teams and leading 
cultural immersions; providing material support to the people in the Pine Ridge community; and providing education on sus-
tainable missions. 
 
Pastor Kay’s daughter Sarah, son-in-law Matthew, and grandson Mason live in River Falls WI. 
 

 
 



 
 
We're looking forward to First Communion classes next  
month. Parents or guardians, if you have children in  
elementary grades who haven't had instruction in First  
Communion or would like a better understanding of the  
Sacrament, you are invited to sign up for these  
informative sessions about the origins, meaning, and  
significance of Holy Communion. 
 
One or both parents must attend the classes along with  
their child. Classes begin March 5 and will continue on  
March 19 and March 26 during the Sunday School hour.  
Please contact Pastor Erik or Susan Collins 
(suejcoll@yahoo.com or 219-929-4222)  
for more information. 
 
 

http://hoo.com/
tel:(219)%20929-4222


The human heart has beaten 2.5  
billion times by the time you are 70 years 
old.  The heart pumps oxygen and  
nutrients throughout your body.   
February is Heart Health month  
according to the American Heart  

Association.  We have only been given one heart from the time we were born until we 
die so we must do what we can to keep it pumping.  Those who die suddenly from  
cardiovascular heart disease quite often have had no previous symptoms. 
The guidelines to protect this precious organ are really quite simple.  The problem  
always is self control and vigilance.  Most people have heard these guidelines, but let’s 
review them again: 

 
Food: eat fruits and vegetables freely; also whole grain carbs, low fat dairy,  

poultry, fish, and nuts; avoid fried foods, red meat, and sugary or processed food 
Sodium (salt):  reduce sodium to no more than 2,000 mg /day; the average  

American consumes about 3,600 mg of sodium in a day.  Sodium retains fluid 
which expands blood volume and increases  the blood pressure.  FYI: one slice of 
pizza contains 800mg of sodium! 

Exercise: just 40 minutes of moderate to vigorous exercise 3-4 times a week is  
sufficient.  Walking is best.  Remember the heart is a muscle and needs to be  
challenged. 

Attain and maintain your ideal body weight 
I hope this review has helped in your journey to keep healthy. We have a lot to do in 
our journey with Christ and a healthy heart will keep us going. 
Peace in Christ, 
 
Ann 

 
Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531  
(Cell—call or text) 
Email: nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 

Call if you 
need me!! 



but our property. We are failing monthly to meet our 
monthly mortgage payment. In 2016, we fell 
$20,701.00 short in our mortgage giving. In December, 
we failed to meet our mortgage payment goal. Our 
monthly payment is $5,813.36, our gifts totaled 
$4,635.00, leaving a deficit of $1,178.36. Please  
remember in your prayers our house of worship and 
contribute as you are able. Our mortgage balance now 
stands at $160,151.04 Gifts to our operating account 
were up from December, 2015.  

The following accounts show the ending balances as of December 31st –  

 
Bread of Love             $       337.15          -  money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront – 90% of the 
                                                          proceeds go to 1st contact and 10% to Bethlehem   
     

EJ Stock              $      100.00          - money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants               $   2,306.50          - money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund          $   8,150.00 

Mortgage Reduction     $   5,285.05         - money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account       $   4,242.60          - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund               $   1,014.93          - money used to help people in need 

Savings    $   3,756.91 

Youth Group    $   2,463.26          - money earned by the youth  

 
If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or  
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and  of  
righteousness, and of judgement ~ 

John 16:8 (KJV)  

February 18 & 19 January 11 & 12 February 4& 5 
 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN FEBRUARY 

 
 
 
 

February 25 & 26     
Hodgkiss   Andershock   Hall               Ehn     
Hommey    Beyer    Hiser       Hall 
Korthals   Bush    Kittredge      
  



Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Evie Edborg 
Reader: Reynold Wolters 
Acolyte(s): Ben VanWagner   
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Gail Ludwig 
 
February 12 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Kendall Klaiber       Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Glen and Mary Lou Cole 
Reader: Howard Peters 
Acolyte(s): Shea Ogle 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Open 
 
February 19 8:30 a.m.     11:00 am 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters     Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Susan Zimnawoda 
Reader: Susan Collins 
Acolyte(s): Bryce Thoma  
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers: Lois Fancher 
 
February 26 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Anna Leady 
Greeter(s): Julie Orlich 
Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer 
Acolyte(s): Jordan Huneryager and Paige Hancock 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Flavia Leader 
                 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
    
February 04:  Jean Pass 
February 11:  Jean Pass 
February 18:                      Jean Pass 
February 25: Andrew Skalku 
 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Barbara Black  

and Norma Bennett 
 

We will resume our regular meeting on February 
16th at 1pm.  New WELCA directories will be 

available at the  February meeting with the  
     new 2017 calendar. 

 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
. 

 
 
 

1 
 
10:00a Bible Study 
Alpha 
5:00p Choir 
6:00p LOL 
6:00p Girl Scouts 

2 
4:00p Stephen  
          Ministry 
6:00p Hand Bell 
           Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Confirmation 

3 4 
 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 
 
 

5 
8:30a Worship (T)  
9:45a Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

6 
 
5:00p Christian                                      
            Ed Meeting 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

7 
 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
6:00p Worship /  
Music Comm.  
 
8:00p A.A. 

8      
 
10:00a Bible Study 
Alpha 
 
*NO Choir* 
5:30p Girl Scouts 
6:00p LOL 

9 
 
 
*NO Hand Bell  
        Choir* 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
 

10 
 
 

 
 

 

 

11 
  
  

  
5:30p Worship (T) 
 

  

12 
8:30a Worship (T)  
9:45a Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

13 
 

 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

14 
 
11:00a  Quilting 

101 
5:30p Executive 
6:00p Council   
           Meeting 
 8:00p A.A. 

15 
 
 
10:00a Bible Study 
Alpha 
5:00p Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00 LOL 

16 
1:00p WELCA 
4:00p Stephen  
          Ministry 
6:00p Hand Bell 
           Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts          
6:00p Confirmation 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 

 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
 

19 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday      
School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

20 
 
 
 
PASTOR GONE 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

21 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
. 
PASTOR GONE 
 
8:00p A.A. 

22 
 
 
PASTOR GONE 
 
5:00p Choir 
 

23 
 
6:00p Hand Bell 
           Choir 
 
PASTOR GONE 
 

24 
 
 
PASTOR GONE 

25 
PASTOR GONE 
 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 

26 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday 
School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
PASTOR GONE 

27 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 

28 
   
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
 

    

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
           Worship  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

11:00 am—Contemporary 
 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

