
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
9:30am Sundays 
Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 
PLEASE NOTE THE 
TIME CHANGE FOR 
THE FIRST SUNDAY 

SERVICE! 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

August 2016 

 July was an exciting month as we welcomed five young adults to 
lead VBS at Bethlehem. Children spent the day playing games, reading 
the Bible, eating together, and making crafts to take home. The VBS 
staff are a part of the Luther Road program in the Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries of Indiana and Kentucky (LOMIK). VBS was so exciting for 
our youth that at the beginning of August, several of our children went 
to Lutherwald and a couple of our adults went to Lake Luther. The chil-
dren set a record for Luther Road this year and gave $222.67 in daily 
offerings, which will go towards scholarships for campers to go to camp 
for both those who cannot afford it as well as those who are first time 
campers. In fact, some of our youth going as first time campers have 
benefitted from these scholarships! We give thanks for all the helpers 
and especially for Susan Hall whose hard work and dedication every 
year allows our children to have a fun and fruitful VBS. The picture be-
low is from the VBS staff spending an evening with LOL. 

The Jesus Way: 

Vacation Bible School 
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Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  
 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 
   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 
Families Helped          4          1     36          98 
Rent         $475            $100         $4,340     $8,319 
Utilities Money       $0        $0                    $1,219     $3,378 
Items Sold          67                   59           987        2626 
Total Sales        $850       $772                  $14,061               $35,805 
Items Listed          61         55            1181         3332 
Shipments           4               0               42           85 

Profit is equal to sales minus cost. 10% of profit is given each to First Contact and to BLC 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Property Committee Report 
The “trunk” of the cell tower has been painted and the lawn behind the church has been repaired. 
Thanks to Allan Wilson, Pastor Erik, Kendall Klaiber and Andrew Skalku for painting most of the new garage. There still needs 
to be some finishing touches done and a second coat applied. The original garage also needs a new coat of paint. This will 
hopefully be done this fall.  
Two of our young men, David and Mark Hodgkiss, are working on becoming Eagle Scouts. They are spear heading the project 
that will provide Bethlehem with an outdoor worship area, complete with fire pit, benches and a cross. A wood shed will also be 
built next to the pavilion.  
Watch for further updates.  
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 A special note: this was written shortly after the shootings across the US. 
At least one sermon has been spoken about this topic, but I feel it is something 
for us to readdress at what will be 2-3 weeks after the events. 
Spending the last few days painting by myself or driving in a car has given me 
the space and quiet to contemplate the magnitude of the past few weeks of death 
and destruction. 
At the end of the Holy Festival of Ramadan, Daesh (ISIS) attacked predominant-
ly Muslim cities including Medina, the second holiest city in Islam. Many people 
had to bury their dead, but the lack of reporting in the West was quite unsettling, 
so unsettling that I worry about the anger it fueled for people being caught be-
tween the Daesh butcher machine and an ambivalent West. The line concerning 
the Joker from the Dark Knight comes to mind, "Some people just like to watch 
the world burn." Daesh has once again proven they are not "religious extremists" 
but rather deviants who want nothing more than to watch the world burn regard-

less of who is caught in their fire. In creating this chaos, Daesh is actually leading us all into the trap to see who 
will kill the other to save the self, interestingly the very same thing the Joker tried to accomplish in the film. The 
West has hampered itself by not giving support to the Muslim world in their time of grief. 

And then we get to this week and the US. I picked up two of my parishioners from camp and had to be the 
one who broke the news to them about yet more deaths of black men and as well as violence at a protest that 
claimed lives of police officers. I told them this after being in the car for a couple of hours so I could hear their 
stories of camp, and both of my parishioners were jarred from the news, especially after a week of living in inten-
tional Christian community--one in which their physical and/or developmental disabilities did not dismiss them 
from community, an all too often occurrence for them, but instead they were seen in the identity given to them 
through Christ in their baptism. It is in this community that we come to find that the world is not about the self, 
that the "other" belongs with Christ just as much as the self. This pauses us, and many tough questions are beg-
ging to be asked. Here are but a few: "Am I really racist?", "Am I being mindful of the losses that others are feel-
ing or how my loss may be impacting how I act?", "Can this violence really come to an end?" 

The first is one that does not just belong in terms of racial privilege, but other things that give one privi-
lege: I as a white, male, heterosexual, educated, cisgender, "abled", Christian, native English Speaker, US pass-
port carrier, etc etc, have benefited countless times from whichever privilege included or not included in this list. 
In honest practice of confession and forgiveness, one should always be asking this question in this and all of its 
forms (Am I racists? Sexist? Homophobic? etc etc) and open one's ears to the voices who have been harmed at the 
cost of one's own privilege. This should lead one to seek confession and penitence in the damage done by one's 
own privilege. This may also may mean one did not commit a specific act, but instead created, continued, or sup-
ported systems benefiting only a particular flavor of privilege. It also means doing a lot more listening, and true 
listening--not listening to counter, but listening to hear the pain underneath the speaker's voice. One does not just 
magically overcome this, but it becomes a daily act of confession and transformation by forgiveness received in 
Christ. It is not comfortable to reflect upon because it deals with our own sin, but it is a reality of why we all need 
the Cross. If your answer is "no" to this first question in any of its forms, you are denying the need for the Cross 
and for the constant need of forgiveness that we all need.  

The second question has to do with the heat of the moment and it is a two-way street. Anger, pain, grief, 
and all the fun roller coaster of emotions that go with encounters with death can throw us for a loop. I have 
watched as colleagues are bashed on the internet because they advertise or call for prayer that did not include eve-
ry person. As a result, I see a lot of colleagues amending previous posts because someone lashed out at them. Be-
fore lashing out at someone over some sort hashtag or call to prayer that may not include who are grieving over 
via words or even general memes, own up to your own grief first. Enter into that vulnerable moment because that 
is what a call to prayer is about. We are terrible at lamenting in our day and age because we do not want to feel 
vulnerable. Frustrated that a person lifting up prayers in support of Black Lives Matters movement and you lost a 
loved one who is law enforcement or worried for his or her? Own up to it, become vulnerable before your neigh-
bor and name your grief and fear. Enter into a holy moment with the person and share in the grief and pain of this 
world. God created us to be a body so that we can lift up to one another in these times. Name your anger, name 

A note from  
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A sincere thank you to all those who donated fabric to Quilting 101. You did such a 
great job with that, we now have another proposition for you. With Summer finally 
here, and the possibility that you may be doing some deep cleaning, the quilting 
group not only accepts fabric donations, but old (or new) sheets, pillowcases, blan-
kets, tablecloths — anything fabric except towels or clothing, can and will be put to 
good use. Donations may be dropped off at the office during normal office hours or 
left in the social hall. 

Also, please keep an eye out around the building to see our handiwork on display. 
We’ve been putting our time and talents to good use. Thank you so much for your 
continued support of this ministry. We currently meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am in the 
room off the social hall. Feel free to join us and participate in our time together. 
There is something for everyone, even if it’s just joining in the fun and laughter.  

Your fear, become vulnerable before one another. 
I will leave the last question as a conclusion to this massively long post, but I see the violence outside of the 

US and with in the US as having common factors. We are not being vulnerable before one another because we 
would much rather focus on the self. We create logic for ourselves to cast aside the person in front of us through 
whatever way we can find, racism, religion, sexuality etc. In doing this we are creating an environment in which we 
become defined by our fears and not by the love we have for one another. In Christianity and many other religions 
or lack thereof religion, this is an atrocity. What would it mean for us to take a risk to become vulnerable before one 
another, to take a risk and meet a person in their grief or to allow someone to see us in our grief and pain? What if 
instead of building walls of anger and fear, we instead fell to our knees before one another in confidence that the 
person in front of us is there with us in that pain. In the grand mess this creates, we also do not give necessary and 
safe space for people to truly lament: to cry out in pain and agony over the hurt they feel. In ancient traditions and 
even in some modern places, it is common for people to scream and cry out during funerals or other death rituals. 
This was not seen as problematic, but actually incredibly healthy. Instead, the West in particular, bottle up their 
feelings and are told to get over them in the amount of time they are allowed off of work or school. 

The last question has to do with the "cans" of situations of violence. Whenever we have one of these situa-
tions where violent death is happening, I mediate on my favorite hymn. I will leave it in its entirety as my closure to 
this article and to demonstrate my hopeful answer to that final question. Salaam/Shalom/Peace be with you all. 

 
Lost in the night do the people yet languish, longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, plaintively sighing with 
hearts full of anguish. Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon? 
 
Must we be vainly a waiting the morrow? Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, giving no heed to our 
burden of sorrow? Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon? 
 
Sorrowing wand'rers, in darkness yet dwelling, dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, death's deepest shadows 
forever dispelling. Christ is coming soon! Christ is coming soon! 
 
Light o'er the land of the needy is beaming, rivers of life through its deserts are streaming, bringing all peoples a 
Savior redeeming. Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon! 
 
-ELW 243 Lost in the Night 
ward us. 
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                                             SUNDAY SCHOOL CALL OUT           
 
Sunday School registration is now open. Please call the church office at  

                       (219)926-5596 if you have children from Pre-K age through 6th grade who 
are interested in attending. When calling in, please give child’s name, age, 
grade, and your email address. We are looking forward to the Sunday 
School Rally Day on September 11th.  

 
 

 

AN INVITATION 

Our Bethlehem choir is sending out the call for new members. If you love to sing and 
can carry a tune, you are qualified! Sopranos, altos, tenors, basses of all ages ~all are 
needed and all are welcome. 

Traditionally we practice on Wednesdays, currently at 5:00pm but that hour is  
negotiable. If you have obligations that keep you away for multiple Sundays that is  OK 
and common among our members. We come when we can!  

So please consider joining us  ~ full-time or part-time. You will be welcomed with open 
arms! Our first practice will be the Wednesday after Labor Day. It is marvelous to 
make a joyful noise together! 

Please contact Judith Peters at (219)464-1223 or at Judith.Peters@valpo.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

jkjk 
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HARDINESS 
Recently Evie, Judy, and I (and now Mary 
Jane) joined the Duneland Seniors at Haw-
thorne Park.  We enjoy a great lunch, 
speakers and/or entertainment, and other 
activities every Wednesday.  Mainly, how-
ever, we enjoy socializing with our own 
peers.  The enthusiasm and warm welcome 
is palpable.  We have made many new 

friends. 
This brings to mind a subject that I have been interested in for a long time: hardiness 
in older adults. Collectively at the Center we have all lived about 6,000 years!  
(average age about 75 times 80 people).   So much living! We have all experienced  
happiness, sadness, grief, wars, depression, personal/physical  challenges, deaths, di-
vorce, moving (some still moving!), financial worries, and more.  And, yet, here we are 
enjoying life and each other. We laugh, joke, tease, and share memories. 
So, back to hardiness.  It is the ability to endure difficult situations.  It refers to coping 
strategies, attitudes, and beliefs that help people work through the stressors of life. It 
can even help to promote health.  One study showed that there are three attributes of 
hardiness: 
1 The ability to accept loss.  Losses such as death of a spouse or other family/friend, 
loss of financial security, loss of a home  such as moving to extended care, and loss of 
health to name a few. 
2. Engagement in activities such as church, community, art, reading, clubs or joining 
the YMCA or health club 
3. Staying active.  Just keep moving! Walking, yoga, or anything to keep you from sit-
ting for long periods of time. 
I would think that number one is the most difficult because, often, we do not have con-
trol over losses. Remember, Jesus knows what we need and he wants us to enjoy this 
wonderful life the best we can.  The strength we get from Him enables us to face the 
stressors of life no matter what age we are or what degree of hardiness we experience. 
Peace and health, Ann 

Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531 (Cell—call or text) 
Email: nursechestertonblc@gmail.com Call if you 

need me!! 
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 Bethlehem is known as a giving, caring congregation. 
When a special need has presented itself, people have 
responded with gifts of food, encouragement, prayers 
and money. As a family of God, we have a responsibil-
ity to take care of our obligations, including our mort-
gage. In June, we did not meet our mortgage payment 
goal. Our monthly payment is $5,813.36, our gifts to-
taled $4,335.00, leaving a deficit of $1,478.36. Please 
remember in your prayers our house of worship and 
contribute as you are able. Our mortgage balance now 
stands at $192,076.26. Gifts to our operating account 
were up from June, 2015. A special gift was received 
from Steve and Jeanne Prather in honor of his mother, 
Gladys Prather. 

 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of June 30th –  

 
Bread of Love          $    514.59              -  money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront – 90% of the                                                         
                                                        proceeds go to 1st contact and 10% to Bethlehem   
     

EJ Stock           $    100.00               - money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants            $  3,015.20              - money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund       $10,000.00 

Mortgage Reduction  $12,355.21            - money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account     $  19.82            - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund             $  1,505.93            - money used to help people in need 

Savings  $10,754.31 

Youth Group  $  1,333.78            - money earned by the youth  

 
If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or mar-

The Lord has heard my supplication; the Lord accepts my 
prayer. –Psalm 6.9 

 

August 20 & 21 August 27 & 28 August 13 & 14 August 6 & 7 
 Cole 

Fancher 
Cole 

Zimnawoda 

Leady 
Wilson 

Zaideman 

Burton 
McEwan 

Zaideman 

Burton 
Peterson 
Yurconic 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN JULY 
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August Worship Assistants 

August  7 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Roger Lahayne    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): David & Beverly Stegeman 
Reader: Ruth Ann Tuttle  
Acolyte(s): Shea Ogle  
Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: From the wedding of Chelsea & Joe Bodkin 

August 14 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole       Andrew Skalku 
Greeter(s): Bob & Greta McKeough 
Reader: Reynold  Wolter 
Acolyte(s): Addison Cole   
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda & Cindy Dougherty 
Altar Flowers: Rich & Rhonda Klaiber 

August 21 9:30 a.m.     11:00 am 
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher     Elliot Thostesen     
Greeter(s): Evie Edborg 
Reader: Ann Moodie 
Acolyte(s): Bryce Thoma   
Counters: Carla Coffman & Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers: Ann Moodie 

August 28 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole       Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Karen Smith 
Reader: Susan Collins 
Acolyte(s): Ben VanWagner 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda & Al Gaston    
Altar Flowers: Gail Ludwig 
 
 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
August 6:  Jean Pass   
August 13:  Judith Peters 
August 20:  Jean Pass 
August 27:  Roger Lahayne 
 
 
 
Serving this month from the Altar Guild: Becky Cole and Judy Guidish 

 
 

Once again it is time to clean out your closets. You can donate your 
items to our annual sale. Please bring them to the social hall August 7th –
12th. They will be displayed and priced to sell on August 13th from 9am-

12pm. We will also have loads of baked goods for the sweet tooth in all of us. The ladies of WELCA will be 
sorting and pricing items on Thursday August 11th at 1pm. This will give us more time to bake for the 
sale. All the proceeds are used to help support our church and community.  
May God bless you for your continued support.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

1 
5:00p Christian Ed 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
 
 

8:00p A.A. 

2 
11:00a   
Quilting 101 
2:00p Summer 
Greek Alpha  
8:00p A.A. 
 

3 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
6:00p L.O.L. 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 
 

4 
 
4:00p Stephen  
          Ministry 
6:00p Worship/
Music Comm. 
. 

5 6 
 
1:00p Wedding 
5:30p Worship (T) 
 
 

7 
8:30a Pancake     
Breakfast  
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

8 
PASTOR IN NEW 
ORLEANS   
 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 
 

9 
 
PASTOR IN NEW 
ORLEANS   
 
11:00a   
Quilting 101 
8:00p A.A. 

10 
PASTOR IN NEW 
ORLEANS   
 
5:30p Girl Scouts 
5:30p Executive 
6:00p Council    
Meeting 

11 
 
PASTOR IN NEW 
ORLEANS   
 

 
 

 

12 
 

PASTOR IN NEW 
ORLEANS   

 
 
 

 

13 
9:00a Bargains & 
Baked Goods Sale  
 
5:30p Worship (T) 
 
PASTOR IN NEW 
ORLEANS   

14 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 
PASTOR IN NEW 
ORLEANS   

15 
 

NEWSLETTER      
DEADLINE 

 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

16 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
2:00p Summer 
Greek Alpha 
 
8:00p A.A. 
 

17 
 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
6:00p  L.O.L 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 

18 
 
1:00p WELCA 
                     
 
4:00p Stephen  
          Ministry 
 

19 
 

20 
 

 
 

5:30p Worship (T) 
 

 

21 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

22 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 
. 

23 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
. 
8:00p A.A. 

24 
 
 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
 
6:00p  L.O.L 

25 26 27 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

28 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

29 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

30 
   
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
. 
8:00p A.A. 

  

31 
 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
5:00p Girl Scouts 
(Pavilion) 
 
6:00p  L.O.L 

   

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
           Worship  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
9:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

11:00 am—Contemporary 
 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


