
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
9:30am Sundays 
Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 
PLEASE NOTE THE 
TIME CHANGE FOR 
THE FIRST SUNDAY 

SERVICE! 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

July 2016 

 Hello, my name is Angie Russell. Some of you might have 
noticed a new face sitting at the front desk; I am the new church 
secretary! I started this position the end of April. Feel free at any 
time to stop in and introduce yourself during the office hours. A 
fair warning: the name game is not my forte. Prior to working this 
job, I had been blessed to be a stay at home mom with my 
daughter, Zoie, for fifteen years. Prior to that I’ve worked in the 
dental field for 15+ years. Zoie is my only child. I have been mar-
ried to my husband, Kent, for twenty-one years as of the twenti-
eth of June. We also have a family cat named Stitch. We were 
born and raised in southern Missouri….Springfield. A familiar lo-
cation landmark near that is Branson, Missouri. We moved here 
the summer of 2009 due to a work relocation. So this is our sev-
enth year here and we could not be happier. Except all of our 
family still is located in Missouri. Instead of taking vacations dur-
ing school breaks or summer to tropical islands, our vacations 
are to go see them ~  once in the summer & once at Christmas. 
When we go back home we are able to visit our old favorite 
stores, friends and food places. We very much miss Missouri 
style ‘cashew chicken’. I have two brothers who are both married 
and each have three children. Zoie enjoys babysitting and 
spending time with the cousins while we’re there. She has two 
grandparents and one great grandmother who she also gets to 
spend time with. Spending time at their houses gives me time to 
pick up on my hobbies. I learned how to knit right after I moved 
up here from a friend at the Hagaman library and joined the knit-
ting group & book clubs there. I enjoy reading, pinterest, knitting 
and scrapbooking. I would love to learn how to quilt ~ hint hint 
‘quilters 101’ group. Hopefully, learning new things with this posi-
tion I can apply them in my life outside the office. It was nice tell-
ing you a bit about me. Don’t be shy and stop in and tell me a bit 
about you. 
PS…..I’m a big CARDINALS fan ~ but THIS year may be your 
year all you CUBS fans!  

NEW SECRETARY 
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Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  
 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 
   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 
Families Helped          4          1     36          98 
Rent         $475            $100         $4,340     $8,319 
Utilities Money       $0        $0                    $1,219     $3,378 
Items Sold          67                   59           987        2626 
Total Sales        $850       $772                  $14,061               $35,805 
Items Listed          61         55            1181         3332 
Shipments           4               0               42           85 

Profit is equal to sales minus cost. 10% of profit is given each to First Contact and to BLC 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 
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 Who are we without the Cross? I left confirmation this year 
pondering this question. Apart from the Cross of Christ, we are 
nothing. In a recent discussion during the 11:00 service, we were 
discussing Luke 9.51-62, one of the participants got frustrated 
with Jesus’ statement to let the dead bury the dead. Truth be told, 
it is a horrifying statement on the service because Jesus is com-
manding his followers to not even take time to mourn their loved 
ones, but instead to follow him. However, this text has this state-
ment at the beginning: “When the days drew near for [Jesus] to 
be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” It is in Jerusa-
lem that Jesus goes to face his death on the Cross which results 
in his victory over sin and death itself. 

 It is this very moment on the Cross that anything in this world would begin to have 
any meaning. Without Christ’s work on the Cross, all that we are and all that we do, 
amounts to nothing. Death would have final say over this world in all its forms. It is in experi-
ence death and conquering it that Christ gains dominion over all of this world—that nothing 
can actually stand in between the love that God has for us. If it was not for the Cross, all the 
love stuff Jesus talks about prior to the Cross would be moot—we all would end up dead 
anyway. 
 The fact is that Christians live in a reality that speaks of a better hope in this world; a 
hope that goes beyond our individual selves. We are not islands on to ourselves, we are a 
body who comes together as one across age, race, gender, sexuality, political stance, 
“ability”, education etc etc to carry out the kingdom of God. We speak of the reality that de-
spite what the world tells us of who we are or what we can do, we are all made one in Christ 
with no distinction. All that we have and do are actually gifts of God for the betterment of the 
world. These gifts are not meant to be squandered or holed up all to ourselves nor are we 
to keep away any who the Holy Spirit sends to us. We are instead encouraged by the Holy 
Spirit to encounter the world in its fullness and be not afraid of death all because of what 
happened on the Cross. Christ’s work on the Cross says to us that there is nowhere God 
cannot be because on that Cross even identifies with those who are in the throes of death 
itself. In the darkest of places, Christ dwells, and we are given courage to step into a world 
not with apprehension, but instead with abounding hope. 
 Yes this world can be ugly, yes there are problems in this world. However, if we are to 
be serious about our faith, we would acknowledge that nothing is impossible for God (see 
Matthew 19.26). The question always comes down to this: “do you have faith that God is 
capable of overcoming your own doubts about the world?” Without the Cross, no one can 
honestly say yes because death would truly be God since God could not overcome death to 
save us. It is on the Cross that we meet Christ and in Christ God meets us, and forever 
across and times and places, God has identified with us in all the we are and made the ulti-
mate affirmation of love toward us. 

A note from  
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A sincere thank you to all those who donated fabric to Quilting 101. You did such a 
great job with that, we now have another proposition for you. With Summer finally 
here, and the possibility that you may be doing some deep cleaning, the quilting 
group not only accepts fabric donations, but old (or new) sheets, pillowcases, blan-
kets,  
tablecloths — anything fabric except towels or clothing, can and will be put to good 
use. Donations may be dropped off at the office during normal office hours or left in 
the social hall. 

Also, please keep an eye out around the building to see our handiwork on display. 
We’ve been putting our time and talents to good use. Thank you so much for your 
continued support of this ministry. We currently meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am in the 
room off the social hall. Feel free to join us and participate in our time together. 

VOLUNTEER HOST HOMES NEEDED 
Three International High School students are anxiously awaiting word that volunteer host 
families in the United States will host them. They will arrive in the United States in Au-
gust to attend Marquette Catholic High School. 

music, church activities, and playing the ukulele. 

 

     
    petitive swimming, scuba diving, badminton, and music. 

 

dent who likes rugby, basketball, football, martial arts, and 
swimming. 
 

These students have been well screened, are insured, and have their own 
spending money. Host Families provide room, board, and guidance. 

Call Lisa at 219-874-4375 or Sandy at 219-662- 1145 
Send email to lisabrowndash@gmail.com 
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 BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
The May 11, 2016 church council meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.  Present were Bea Beyer, Ruth Ann Tuttle, Pastor 
Grayvold, Becky Cole, Lois Fancher, Al Gaston, Carla Coffman, Chad Ogle, Evie Edborg , Karan Smith,  and Marlene Knapp.  
Absent was Ron Ludwig. 

Pastor Grayvold led devotions. 

After reviewing the April minutes, the following changes were made - 

a. The amount of social security that is owed to Pastor is as follows - for 2014 - $3,172.00 

for 2015 -  $10,669.00 and for 2016 - $1,754.00. 

b. The Bread of Love distribution of money is as follows - 10% to Pastors Special Fund, 80% to 1st Contact for helping community 
members and 10% to 1st Contact for administrative costs. 

c. Concerning the Baccalaureate service - Pastor discussed his work with the students concerning the service. A motion was made 
by Lois Fancher and seconded by Ruth Ann Tuttle to accept the revised minutes from the  April Council meeting.  Motion carried.  

 

The financial reports were reviewed. A motion was made by Al Gaston and seconded by Carla Coffman to accept the financial 
reports from April. Motion carried.  

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor submitted a new form of his report for review. He is tracking how many hours he spends in various Pas-
toral duties. The Council will review and discuss at the June meeting. The question of how many hours Pas-
tor should be working will also be discussed.  

 Pastor announced that the Baccalaureate Service will be held on May 22nd at 3:00 at St. Patrick Church. Pas-
tor will lead the Invocation. 

 Pastor will be gone May 30th to June 3rd. 

 Pastor reported that he is working on several ideas of cooperative work with St. Johns Church. This may 
include pulpit swaps and Habitat for Humanity. Report attached. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  -  

Worship :             Karan Smith reported that Easter services went well. Report attached. 

Property :            Carla Coffman presented a list of signs for the church and the location of each. Jerry Kasten then proceeded to 
take the Council on a tour of where the signs would go.  On a motion by Carla Coffman and second by Karan 
Smith, the list of signs was accepted. Motion Carried.  

 Construction on the new garage will be on May 21st, beginning at 8:00 am. The cost for materials is approxi-
mately $3,000.00.  

Stewardship:      Ruth Ann Tuttle reported that 6 of the 8 Stephen Ministers have been assigned. She also reported that the 
Evaluation tool that was developed by the Mutual 

  Ministry committee will be available at the May 22nd meeting. 

Bread of Love:     Al Gaston submitted a report through May 9th.  Report attached.                            

Social Ministry:   No written report. 

Outreach :            No written report. 

Christian Ed :      No written report. 

Old Business: None 

Continued on next page 
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New Business: On a motion from Karan Smith and second from Lois Fancher, the following youth will be accepted by affir-
mation of Baptism into the congregation with full voting rights on May 14th -Anna Leady, Andrew Skalku, 
and Megan Pratt.  

 On a motion from Ruth Ann Tuttle and second from Al Gaston, a letter of transfer will be sent to 1st Presby-
terian Church in Valparaiso on behalf of John and Tammy Rittel.  Motion carried. 

 A new computer for the office secretary was purchased. 

 The donation of Thrivent funds was discussed and on a motion from Ruth Ann Tuttle and second from Carla 
Coffman, the funds will be directed to the Pastors Special Fund. Motion carried. 

 Pastor closed the meeting with prayer. 

 Ruth Ann Tuttle moved to adjourn, seconded by Bea Beyer. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Marlene Knapp 

Continued from previous page                       MARCH 2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

             DAY CAMP REGISTRATION 
Name ___________________________________________________ 

Age_____________   Male ______________ Female _____________ 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 City________________________ Zip _________  

Parent Name_____________________________ 

Home Phone_________________________   Emergency Phone ___________________________ 

Grade Entering; Fall 2016___________ Home Church____________________________________ 

 

Permission to Participate:  I give my child permission to participate in the Day Camp program at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church July 11-July 15. I acknowledge that although measures are taken to minimize the risk of injury to camp participants, Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church cannot guarantee that the activities will be free of accidents or injuries. 
Furthermore, I have instructed my child in the importance of following instructions of Day Camp leaders, camp rules and proce-
dures for the safety of camp participants. I understand that parents are contacted in the event their child needs 
professional medical attention. I will pay at registration $25 for my first child and $5 for each additional child 
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LET’S STOP FIGHTING WITH FOOD 
 

When I first proposed the Bethlehem Brick Bust-
ers,  I envisioned that certainly to lose 5 pounds 
(about the weight of a brick) in about 2 months 
was reasonable.  I, also, was pleasantly surprised 
that 19 people signed up.  I, also, had planned to 
lose weight ( I didn’t!). 

It is just not that easy!  We all know about count-
ing calories, low or no carbs, and exercise but the 

biggest obstacle is motivation. Caving in to cravings or going overboard at meal time is not that easy 
to resist.  We are so blessed with so much food in our country and it is so readily available.  Some-
times I feel guilty knowing there are so many without food and clean water. 

Somehow we must learn to live well and stop fighting with food.  After all, we must eat to live.  So 
food should be something we need to survive but too often it becomes our worst enemy or our best 
friend.  We should not feel the need to stress over food in this manner. 
 

Let us look to God’s word for guidance: 

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 
God?  You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body” 1 Corin-
thians 6:19-20 

“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God 1 Corinthians 10:31 

“You, yourself created my inmost parts; You knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I will thank you 
because I am marvelously made; your works are wonderful and I know it well” Psalm 139:13-14. 

We see how God considers the nourishment and care of our incredibly created bodies as important 
reflections of Him in this world.  Let us not neglect the bodies that God gave us.  Fill our souls spirit-
ually, emotionally, socially, and with knowledge.  Perhaps this will help to change whatever destruc-
tive habits we have.  Read, take a class, join a club, go to church regularly, take a walk, adopt a pet, 
take up a hobby, etc.  There are so many things we can do. 

Thank you so much to my 19 brothers and sisters in Christ for considering a healthier lifestyle.  We 
will keep trying.   

Peace, Ann 

Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531 (Cell—call or text) 
Email: nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 

Let us pray: 

O God you revealed yourself in human flesh, making holy what is ordinary and earthly.  Bless us as 
we care for our ordinary, marvelous bodies.  In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

Call if you 
need me!! 
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 Bethlehem is known as a giving, caring congregation. 
When a special need has presented itself, people have 
responded with gifts of food, encouragement, prayers 
and money. As a family of God, we have a responsibil-
ity to take care of our obligations, including our mort-
gage. In May, we did not meet our mortgage payment 
goal. Our monthly payment is $5,813.36, our gifts to-
taled $3,526.00, leaving a deficit of $2,287.36. Please 
remember in your prayers our house of worship and 
contribute as you are able. Our mortgage balance now 
stands at $197,336.40. Gifts to our operating account 
were down from May, 2015. 
 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of May 31st –  

 
Bread of Love          $    188.11              -  money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront – 90% of the                                                         
                                                        proceeds go to 1st contact and 10% to Bethlehem   
     

EJ Stock           $    100.00               - money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants            $  3,015.20              - money given for community outreach  

Leadership Fund       $10,000.00 

Mortgage Reduction  $13,843.57            - money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account     $  2,480.87            - money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Pastor’s Fund             $  1,503.93            - money used to help people in need 

Savings  $13,587.05 

Youth Group  $  1,333.78            - money earned by the youth  

 
If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or mar-
lene.knapp@comcast.net. 

The Lord has heard my supplication; the Lord accepts my 
prayer. –Psalm 6.9 

 

July 16 & 17 July 23 & 24 July 9 & 10 July 2 & 3 
Thyen, Sigler 

Hayes,  
Bush-Schaefer 

Waltz 
Sheets 
Smith 

Smith 
Waltz 

 

Peters 
Sheets 

  

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN JULY 

July 30 & 31 
Stegeman 

VanWagner 
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July Worship Assistants 

July 3 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Judy Peters     Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Ann Moodie 
Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer  
Acolyte(s): Addison Cole   
Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Bob & Greta McKeough 

July 10 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher     Britta Johnson 
Greeter(s): Chad, Marcy and Shea Ogle 
Reader: Howard Peters 
Acolyte(s): Ian Leady   
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda & Al Gaston 
Altar Flowers: Jean Pass 

July 17 9:30 a.m.     11:00 am 
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen     
Greeter(s): Julie Orlich 
Reader: Evie Edborg 
Acolyte(s): Ben VanWagner   
Counters: Carla Coffman & Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers: Debbie Kemp 

July 24 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Roger Lahayne    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): David & Beverly Stageman 
Reader: Susan Collins 
Acolyte(s): Avery Tegt 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda & Al Gaston    
Altar Flowers: Mary Jane Butz 
 
July 31 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Anna Leady     Megan Pratt  
Greeter(s): Susan Zimnawoda 
Reader: Ruth Ann Tuttle 
Acolyte(s): Paige Hancock 
Counters: Marlene Knapp 
Altar Flowers: *Available / need volunteer  

 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
July 2:  Andrew Skalku   
July 9:  Kendall Klaiber 
July 16:  Jean Pass 
July 23:  Jean Pass 
July 30:                               Susan Collins 
 
Serving this month from the Altar Guild: Jean Gaulke and Mary Gulbransen  

 
 

 
 

Our July 21st meeting will be a picnic at the home of Nancy Miller. Betty Lindenmeyer & Nancy will be 
hosting. Everyone is encouraged to attend. Please bring your favorite picnic dish to share. We will meet at 
noon. Hope to see you there. August 13th we will be having our annual Bargins & Bake goods sale. Please 

start cleaning out your closets for lost treasures. If you have any questions please contact Bea Beyer at 
(219) 771-9977 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 2 
 
10:00a Summer 
Greek Omega 

 
5:30p Worship (T) 

3 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

4  
 
 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

8:00p A.A. 

5 
11:00a   
Quilting 101 
3:00p Stephen Min 
6:00p Girl Scouts  
 
8:00p A.A. 

6 

 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 
 

7 
 
 
. 

8 
 

9 
10:00a Summer 
Greek Omega 

 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

10  
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 
 

11 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

VBS 

12 
 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

VBS 

13 
6:00p L.O.L. 
5:30p Girl Scouts 
5:30p Executive 
6:00p Council    
Meeting 

 
VBS 

14 
NEWSLETTER      

DEADLINE 
 
 
 

VBS 

15 
 

 
 
 
 

VBS 

16 
10:00a Summer 
Greek Omega 

  
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

17 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

18 
 

5:00p Mutual        
Ministry 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 
 

19 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
2:00p Summer 
Greek Alpha 
3:00p Stephen      
Min. 
 

20 
 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
6:00p  L.O.L 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 

21 
 
1:00p WELCA 
 
 

 

22 
 

23 
10:00a Summer 
Greek Omega 
 

 
 

5:30p Worship (T) 
 

24 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

25 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 
. 

26 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
2:00p Summer 
Greek Alpha 
. 
8:00p A.A. 

27 
 
 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
 
6:00p  L.O.L 

28 29 30 
10:00a Summer 
Greek Omega 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

31 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

      

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
           Worship  



12  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
9:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

11:00 am—Contemporary 
 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


