
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
9:30am Sundays 
Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 
PLEASE NOTE THE 
TIME CHANGE FOR 
THE FIRST SUNDAY 

SERVICE! 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

June 2016 

 June 8th marks two years since Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church made the vote to call Pastor Erik. As we move for-
ward in this next “year” of ministry we are looking forward to 
new mission opportunities and outreach into the community. 
The congregation has made a commitment during its last 
meeting to go into partnership with Habitat for Humanity. 
This will include a financial commitment, a commitment of 
skill and time, and also a commitment of leadership to the 
work Habitat for Humanity does in the community. It will not 
always be easy, but sometimes carrying out the love of Christ 
to world is not always easy. However Christ promises to meet 
us out in the world and explore what he has in store for us. 
 Speaking of this, the League of Outstanding Lutheran 
(LOL) are in the midst of planning a mission trip. This trip 
could include going to rural areas and cleaning parks or 
working in low income rural area food pantries. It may mean 
going to a Native American reservation and exploring the dy-
namics of poverty and substance abuse and its effects on the 
Native American people throughout their history. It could al-
so mean exploring a city in the United States that is dealing 
with poverty, race, or cultural issues or maybe all of the 
above. The congregation is asked to keep them in prayer and 
discernment as they undertake projects to help pay for this 
mission trip and also their spiritual growth in encountering 
Christ beyond their safety zones. Stay tuned for upcoming 
projects and fundraisers they will be doing including pan-
cakes breakfasts, pasty sales, and other projects. If you have 
any sort of project that you would like to hire LOL do to help 
pay for their trip (painting projects, yard work, etc) please 
contact Pastor Erik. 
 These are just a few of the mission projects coming up 
soon for Bethlehem. Stay tuned for more as they arise! 

A Year of Mission 
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Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  
Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 

edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 
   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 
Families Helped          1          4     36          94 
Rent         $100            $260         $4,100     $7,844 
Utilities Money       $0        $149         $1,219     $3,378 
Items Sold          59                   52           1003        2559 
Total Sales        $772       $497                  $14,231               $34,955 
Items Listed          55         55            1257         3271 
Shipments           0               1               43           81 

Profit is equal to sales minus cost. 10% of profit is given each to First Contact and to BLC 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

 
Property Committee Report 

 Thanks you to all that worked on the shed. If you have yet to check it out, take a run behind the 
church to see it! 
 
          ~ Carla Coffman, Chairman 
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 There are many articles and books being written right now about the 
“decline of the Church.” Many writers describe this phenomena in different ways 
and measure it through different standards. The most common measurement is 
the amount of people in worship. Many writers define the decline Church by 
smaller attendances especially when compared to years of “prosperity” which it 
in itself is not defined.  Another way the “decline of the Church” is measured is 
by the observed lack of influence that the Church has in the world. People will 
argue that taking prayer out of the schools or Churches ceasing to be the center 
of community lives as the “decline of the Church.” 
 While I was in seminary there were professors who argued from these 
models and others, but there seems to be a common agreement that the Church is 
in decline—that the Church is falling apart in some way or form. Over the past 
year I have begun to really question if the Church is really in decline or if it is in 

Reformation. If the Church was truly in a decline, would not have the Holy Spirit left us to our own devices? 
Where the Holy Spirit is not, there cannot be life, at least this is what we confess in our Nicene Creed. This leaves 
me to believe that this despair over the decline of the Church is really a bunch of nonsense and we really are in a 
time of Reformation. A Church cannot and should not be measured by the size of its worship services even in 
comparison to itself from previous years. I know of a small congregation in Southwest Wisconsin that shares a 
pastor and has average attendance of 20 on any given Sunday. However, this congregation is alive and vibrant as 
ever, and they are the source and center of a Meals on Wheels program that benefits this small rural county. The 
whole county knows who they are and almost all 20 of the active members because they all participate in life of 
their mission to feed the elderly in their county. This congregation of 20 members demonstrates that the Holy 
Spirit does not really care about size, but instead is driving the Church to go out into the community, even if the 
world would argue they do not have the resources to do so. 
 We at Bethlehem are blessed with a great abundance of resources and in particular people. We are actually 
still what is considered by the Church to be a medium sized congregation. We are not small, and based off of the 
work and dedication we have had lately, I would also argue that we are a living example of why the Church is not 
in some sort of decline. An individual congregation’s mission should not be measured by how many people show 
up in worship, but rather be measured by what that worship gives and encourages its people to go out and do. We 
could have worship services of thousands of people, but if nobody is hearing and receiving God’s Word and tak-
ing that out into their world and into their weekly vocations, what is the point of even meeting? That is not what 
the body of Christ is—the body of Christ is the gathering of the people of God to hear God’s Word and receive 
the sacrament. The primary time we do this is during worship, and this worship does not end with the dismissal 
“Go in peace, Christ with you.” This is rather the movement to the next act as we walk with Christ out of the 
building and out into the world only to come back the next week bringing news of what we have seen Christ liv-
ing and doing in the world. This is the cycle of life in the Church that is getting lost in this despair filled culture of 
“Church decline.”  
 In all reality I do not see the Church declining. Instead I see a hope for the future. I saw it here in this 
space several weeks ago, when Alyssa Cole  set the table for communion and when I shared communion with her 
and Anna Leady one random Saturday night. The dedication they showed and joy in receiving God’s Word and 
aiding in its distribution as Assistant Minister and Acolyte is truly the work of the Holy Spirit pushing these 
young women to grow and dig deeper into what it means to truly be the Church in the world. The younger genera-
tions and older generations are starting to take a new seriousness in their faith guided by the Holy Spirit’s re-
sponse to this world. No I do not see a decline, I see a new beginning, I see the Holy Spirit picking us up kicking 
and screaming into yet another Reformation, the unfortunate part is that some scream louder than others in protest 
over the reformation that the Holy Spirit has in store for us. 

A note from  
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A sincere thank you to all those who donated fabric to Quilting 101. You did such a 
great job with that, we now have another proposition for you. With Spring finally here, 
and the possibility that you may be doing some deep cleaning, the quilting group not 
only accepts fabric donations, but old (or new) sheets, pillowcases, blankets,  
tablecloths — anything fabric except towels or clothing, can and will be put to good 
use. Donations may be dropped off at the office during normal office hours or left in 
the social hall. 

Also, please keep an eye out around the building to see our handiwork on display. 
We’ve been putting our time and talents to good use. Thank you so much for your 
continued support of this ministry. We currently meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am in the 
room off the social hall. Feel free to join us and participate in our time together. 
There is something for everyone, even if it’s just joining in the fun and laughter.  

 

I would like to thank the congrega on for their incredible generosity towards the pastor’s fund. This fund goes to 
help local families in need and now has been safely replenished for the me being. Thank you all for your dona on 
to rebuild this fund so quickly!  
      ~ Pastor Erik 

To my Bethlehem Family, 

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers that gave me com-
fort during the passing of Bill. 

Thank you Pastor for your visit and the beautiful Service.  

Thank you ladies for the outstanding luncheon. 
   With Gratitude, 
      Nancy and Family 
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 BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
The May 11, 2016 church council meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.  Present were Bea Beyer, Ruth Ann Tuttle, Pastor 
Grayvold, Becky Cole, Lois Fancher, Al Gaston, Carla Coffman, Chad Ogle, Evie Edborg , Karan Smith,  and Marlene Knapp.  
Absent was Ron Ludwig. 

Pastor Grayvold led devotions. 

After reviewing the April minutes, the following changes were made - 

a. The amount of social security that is owed to Pastor is as follows - for 2014 - $3,172.00 

for 2015 -  $10,669.00 and for 2016 - $1,754.00. 

b. The Bread of Love distribution of money is as follows - 10% to Pastors Special Fund, 80% to 1st Contact for helping community 
members and 10% to 1st Contact for administrative costs. 

c. Concerning the Baccalaureate service - Pastor discussed his work with the students concerning the service. A motion was made 
by Lois Fancher and seconded by Ruth Ann Tuttle to accept the revised minutes from the  April Council meeting.  Motion carried.  

 

The financial reports were reviewed. A motion was made by Al Gaston and seconded by Carla Coffman to accept the financial 
reports from April. Motion carried.  

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor submitted a new form of his report for review. He is tracking how many hours he spends in various Pas-
toral duties. The Council will review and discuss at the June meeting. The question of how many hours Pas-
tor should be working will also be discussed.  

 Pastor announced that the Baccalaureate Service will be held on May 22nd at 3:00 at St. Patrick Church. Pas-
tor will lead the Invocation. 

 Pastor will be gone May 30th to June 3rd. 

 Pastor reported that he is working on several ideas of cooperative work with St. Johns Church. This may 
include pulpit swaps and Habitat for Humanity. Report attached. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  -  

Worship :             Karan Smith reported that Easter services went well. Report attached. 

Property :            Carla Coffman presented a list of signs for the church and the location of each. Jerry Kasten then proceeded to 
take the Council on a tour of where the signs would go.  On a motion by Carla Coffman and second by Karan 
Smith, the list of signs was accepted. Motion Carried.  

 Construction on the new garage will be on May 21st, beginning at 8:00 am. The cost for materials is approxi-
mately $3,000.00.  

Stewardship:      Ruth Ann Tuttle reported that 6 of the 8 Stephen Ministers have been assigned. She also reported that the 
Evaluation tool that was developed by the Mutual 

  Ministry committee will be available at the May 22nd meeting. 

Bread of Love:     Al Gaston submitted a report through May 9th.  Report attached.                            

Social Ministry:   No written report. 

Outreach :            No written report. 

Christian Ed :      No written report. 

Old Business: None 

Continued on next page 
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New Business: On a motion from Karan Smith and second from Lois Fancher, the following youth will be accepted by affir-
mation of Baptism into the congregation with full voting rights on May 14th -Anna Leady, Andrew Skalku, 
and Megan Pratt.  

 On a motion from Ruth Ann Tuttle and second from Al Gaston, a letter of transfer will be sent to 1st Presby-
terian Church in Valparaiso on behalf of John and Tammy Rittel.  Motion carried. 

 A new computer for the office secretary was purchased. 

 The donation of Thrivent funds was discussed and on a motion from Ruth Ann Tuttle and second from Carla 
Coffman, the funds will be directed to the Pastors Special Fund. Motion carried. 

 Pastor closed the meeting with prayer. 

 Ruth Ann Tuttle moved to adjourn, seconded by Bea Beyer. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Marlene Knapp 
      Acting Secretary 

Continued from previous page                       MARCH 2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

             DAY CAMP REGISTRATION 
Name ___________________________________________________ 

Age_____________   Male ______________ Female _____________ 

Address_________________________________________________ 

 City________________________ Zip _________  

Parent Name_____________________________ 

Home Phone_________________________   Emergency Phone ___________________________ 

Grade Entering; Fall 2016___________ Home Church____________________________________ 

 

Permission to Participate:  I give my child permission to participate in the Day Camp program at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church July 11-July 15. I acknowledge that although measures are taken to minimize the risk of injury to camp participants, Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church cannot guarantee that the activities will be free of accidents or injuries. 
Furthermore, I have instructed my child in the importance of following instructions of Day Camp leaders, camp rules and proce-
dures for the safety of camp participants. I understand that parents are contacted in the event their child needs 
professional medical attention. I will pay at registration $25 for my first child and $5 for each additional child 
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HAPPINESS 

Betty greets us every Sunday morning with 
“Happy Sunday”.  According to the dictionary 
happiness means cheerful or pleasant.  We all 
have reasons to be unhappy in our lives at certain 
times.  World turmoil, health concerns for our-
selves  or others, strained relationships, concern 
over children's and/or grandchildren's welfare, 
and financial worries can worry us and the list 
goes on as it has and will be in the future. 

Jesus wants us to be happy and enjoy life.   He was human and, like us, had moments of joyfulness 
and happiness.  Happiness is good for the soul, body and mind.  Physiologically, laughter is “the best 
medicine”.  There is nothing like a good laugh, is there?   You know, the one where you can hardly 
catch your breath.   There are many references in the bible referencing happiness: 

Proverbs 3: 13,14  Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gets understanding.  
For the gain from it is better than gain from silver and profit better than gold 

Ecclesiastes 3: 12,13  I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy 
themselves as long as they live.  Also, that it is God’s gift to man than everyone should eat and 
drink and take pleasure in all his toil 

Psalm 144: 15  Happy the people to whom such blessings flow and to the people whose God is the 
Lord 

Be aware what makes you happy and embrace it.  Make a list or a journal of happy times and places. 
In my family we may break into hysterics over something another person would not think is funny at 
all.  Let  us go on our way thankful to God that he has given us this emotion of happiness which is so 
good for the soul.  

Peace,  Ann 

Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531 (Cell — call or text) 
Email:  nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 

Call if you 
need me!! 

I would like to thank the congregation for their gener-
ous house warming gifts. I was completely awestruck to 
receive such a generous gift for the furnishing of my 
home. As a result I want to be able to invite all of you 

to see what the finished product will look like once I close on the house and finish some repairs. Pay 
attention to future newsletters as I will be announcing an open house where all in the congregation 
will be invited to come and enjoy some appetizers and share in fellowship as well as see my new 
home. Once I know more about my repairs and finishing dates, I will announce the open house dur-
ing announcements and in the newsletter. 
      - Pastor Erik 
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 Bethlehem is known as a giving, caring congregation. 
When a special need has presented itself, people have 
responded with gifts of food, encouragement, prayers 
and money. As a family of God, we have a responsibil-
ity to take care of our obligations, including our mort-
gage. In March, we met our mortgage payment. Our 
monthly mortgage payment is $5,813.36. Our gifts 
totaled $2,470. Please remember in your prayers our 
house of worship and contribute as you are able. Our 
mortgage balance now stands at  $202,601.05. Gifts to 
our operating account were down from April, 2015. 
The following accounts show the ending balances as 
of April 30th —  

 
Bread of Love  $     432.40  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront; 
       90% of the proceeds go to First Contact and 10% to  
       Bethlehem 
EJ Stock   $     100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 
Grants   $  3,015.20  Money given for community outreach 
Leadership Fund  $10,000.00 
Mortgage Reduction $16,130.93  Money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 
Operating Account  $  4,943.86  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 
Pastor’s Fund  $   1196.93  Money used to help people in need 
Savings   $12,753.03 
Youth Group   $  1,417.23  Money earned by the youth  
If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer, at 787-8115 or 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

 

June 18 & 19 June 25 & 26 June 11 & 12 June 4 & 5 
Peters, Olson 

Wainovich 
Branoff 
Pugh 

Stevens 

Wiese 
Thoma 

 

Kozinski 
Miller 
Ogle 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN JUNE 

The Lord has heard my supplication; the Lord accepts my 
prayer. –Psalm 6.9 
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June Worship Assistants 

June 5 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Karan Smith 
Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer  
Acolyte(s): Elsa Leady   
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Judith and Howard Peters 

June 12 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Britta Johnson 
Greeter(s): Ann Moodie 
Reader: Ann Moodie 
Acolyte(s): Bryce Thoma   
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Cindy Dougherty 
Altar Flowers: Bea Beyer 

June 19 9:30 a.m.     11:00 am 
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole     Elliot Thostesen     
Greeter(s): Brian, Julie, Avery and Kamden Tegt 
Reader: Howard Peters 
Acolyte(s): Caroline Scheidt and Ava Komp   
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers: Frank and Joann Bush 

June 26 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Roger Lahayne    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Chad, Marcy,  and Shea Ogle 
Reader: Gail Ludwig 
Acolyte(s): Jordan Huneryager 
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Al Gaston     
Altar Flowers: Gail and Run Ludwig 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
June 4:  Roger LaHayne   
June 11:  Jean Pass 
June 18:  Jean Pass 
June 25:  Kendall Klaiber 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild: Lois Fancher and Karan Smith 

 
 

WELCA will be meeting on June 16th for a meeting. All are welcome to attend! In July there will be a pic-
nic on the 21st in lieu of a meeting. If you have any questions please contact Bea Beyer at 771-9977 



11  

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes: 1 

 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 

2 
 
 
 
6:00p Worship/Music 
Committee 

3 4 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

5 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

6 
 
5:00 pm Christian 
Ed 
6:00 pm Bible 
Study Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

7 
11:00a   
Quilting 101 
 
3:00p Stephen Min 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
8:00p A.A. 

8 

10:00a  Alpha        
Bible Study 
6:00p  L.O.L 
 
 

9 
Synod As-
sembly 
 
. 

10 
Synod As-
sembly 

11 
Synod As-
sembly 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

12  
9:30a Worship (T)l 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 
 

13 
 
 
5:00p Ministers of 
Communion 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

14 
11:00a   
Quilting  101 
 
 
 
6:00p L.O.L. 
8:00p A.A. 

15 
 
10:00a  Alpha        
Bible Study 
6:00p  L.O.L 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
. 

16 
NEWSLETTER      
DEADLINE 
1:00p WELCA 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

 
 

 
 

18 
 
 

  
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

19 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship © 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

20 
 
 

5:00p Mutual Min-
istry  

6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

21 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 
 
3:00p Stephen Min 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
8:00p A.A. 

22 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:00p  L.O.L 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

 

24 

 
25 

 
 
 
 
 

5:30p Worship (T) 
 

26 
9:30a Worship (T) 
11:00a Worship (c) 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

27 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 
. 

28 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
 
. 
8:00p A.A. 

29 

 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
 
6:00p  L.O.L 
 

30   

       

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
           Worship  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
9:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

11:00 am—Contemporary 
 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 
Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 
A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 
As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 
We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 
If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


