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During these past months, Bethlehem has been participating in an on-
going Stewardship program. We started by writing down what we were 
thankful for on slips of paper. Many of those heartfelt expressions were 
shared on the screen at worship and in this newsletter. We had temple 
talks and testimonies. Members received a devotional book centered 
around all kinds of giving. Pastor included some of these devotions in 
his Lenten sermons. 

This almost year-long program is drawing to an end. (Yes, there will 
probably be a questionnaire!) The hope has been to move the congrega-
tion to find additional ways of giving of their skills, their participation 
and their monetary resources to the betterment of our church and its 
mission. Indeed, many of our members have been even more active in 
our outreach, our maintenance needs, and have answered the call to 
help in so many ways for special projects and needs. This is a wonderful 
blessing. 

Where we have perhaps the greatest need of increased giving at this 
point, is in the contributions needed to meet the financial obligations of 
our church and its programs. If we cannot cover salaries, and utilities, 
cannot fund the programs of the church, cannot pay for snow plowing, 
repairs, and other items that pop up unexpectedly, cannot meet our 
budgeted needs, we put in peril all the efforts of the generous serving 
spirit of our church and what it does to reach out with God’s love to our 
members and our community. 

If you have not yet made that pledge in your heart to increase your 
giving to Bethlehem, now would be the time! Yes, we have funds on 
reserve, up to a point. But we do not want to reach that point and lose 
our safety net! Please consider with prayer increasing your giving to 
help us meet our needs every month without dipping into our rainy day 
funds. 

Our church is God’s gift to us. Our Pastor is God’s gift to us. Each and 
every member of our congregation is God’s gift to us. Let us rejoice, give 
thanks, and take part in the work He has dreamed us for. 

Wishing all God’s blessings — 

    The Stewardship Committee 
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Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 
   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 
Families Helped          4          5     37          93 
Rent         $260            $331         $4,225     $7,744 
Utilities Money       $149        $80         $1,219     $3,378 
Items Sold          52                   68           1004        2503 
Total Sales       $497      $927                  $14,573               $34,183 
Items Listed          55         55            1257         3271 
Shipments           1                  0               43           81 

Profit is equal to sales minus cost. 10% of profit is given each to First Contact and to BLC 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Property Committee Report 
 We will be erecting the shed on the weekend of May 21. Rob Klaiber is donating his time and 
talents to head up the construction. We will need one other carpenter. On Friday, May 20, we expect to 
have the wood and other construction items delivered to the church. Extra help will be needed on that 
day. Anyone who can help during the weekend will be welcomed with open arms. 
 There is a spot on the roof where some shingles were torn away by the recent heavy winds. The 
estimate to repair the section is approximately $400. We expect the work to be done soon. 
          ~ Carla Coffman, Chairman 
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 Who is Jesus Christ to you, and what does Jesus Christ mean for the 
world? This central question is what the confirmation students will be answering 
this coming up month. On May 14th at 4:00 pm (this is a Saturday), all of Bethle-
hem will gather to confirm our confirmation students, recognize our high school 
seniors, and commission a new set of assistant ministers. It is a good thing that 
we do this on a Saturday night so we all can sleep in the next morning as there 
will be no Sunday services that weekend! Appropriately, this festive weekend 
falls on the celebration of Pentecost, the day that the Holy Spirit descended upon 
a group of scared disciples and literally set them on fire for God as tongues of 
fire rushed through the room and through them. 
 Why do we do all of these things together, why are we doing this as one 
worship service? It is a moment of celebration, a point of celebration of what the 

Holy Spirit has been doing for this congregation! In the almost two years I have been here, I have seen some awe-
some work done by this congregation. These three youth getting confirmed represent the support and guidance of 
a community that has gathered around the table and heard God’s Word for countless years when we add all of our 
shared experiences together. They are raised up and considered adults in the community, and we celebrate this 
transition as one of the many stepping stones of their lives as they continue to understand what their faith really 
means. 
 Confirmation is not the end of something, but rather the beginning. It represents a point when these youths 
will start to take on the adult responsibilities of running a church and make decisions on the mission and direction 
of this congregation, and whatever congregations they will join with in the future. In many ways this is why we 
are recognizing the high school seniors, because for some of them this is the beginning of good bye to them as 
they go off into the world and join in hearing God’s word and receiving communion at a table that is not here in 
Chesterton. This is the very living nature of the Church: it is not something that remains stagnant in one place, but 
it is constantly moving and changing as the Holy Spirit moves in and through us. Bethlehem is not completely 
what it was 40 years ago, nor 16 years ago, nor even 1.75 years ago when I arrived. While we hold our common 
bond through Baptism, the Holy Spirit does not keep us still, but instead makes us move and celebrate our lives 
by moving beyond the walls of our church and into the community. 
 Over the past few months I have been going to places of work and volunteer of our members and asking 
them questions of how they see their Christian faith being manifested in their work. They speak of many different 
ways that they see Christ manifest in their work and all of them spoke with a joy in their vocation, a joy that I 
would point to as the Holy Spirit working through them. Of course it is not always easy, but Holy Spirit is at work 
even in those moments where our patience is tried and the work becomes tough. This month we will also be vot-
ing on sharing a mission with Habitat Humanity as we now have a concrete list of tasks for mission to participate 
in a mission as we continue to discern a greater Mission for Bethlehem. Yet one more example of the Holy 
Spirit’s call to us!  
 So I invite you to come on May 14th at 4:00 pm, even if it is not your usual service time (which it is not for 
everyone, it was made early because of the length of the service and for the BBQ potluck afterwards [please bring 
a side dish]). This is meant to be a gathering of all the people of this congregation to share in celebration of the 
one Baptism we all share as we welcome yet another group of people who are going to affirm their faith before 
us. We all are called to surround these youths on this day as they take places next to us in the work of the Church 
both inside our walls and outside of it. Gloria Deos!   

A note from  
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A sincere thank you to all those who donated fabric to Quilting 101. You did such a 
great job with that, we now have another proposition for you. With Spring finally here, 
and the possibility that you may be doing some deep cleaning, the quilting group not 
only accepts fabric donations, but old (or new) sheets, pillowcases, blankets,  
tablecloths — anything fabric except towels or clothing, can and will be put to good 
use. Donations may be dropped off at the office during normal office hours or left in 
the social hall. 

Also, please keep an eye out around the building to see our handiwork on display. 
We’ve been putting our time and talents to good use. Thank you so much for your 
continued support of this ministry. We currently meet on Tuesdays at 11:00am in the 
room off the social hall. Feel free to join us and participate in our time together. 
There is something for everyone, even if it’s just joining in the fun and laughter.  

HELP    HELP    HELP    HELP    HELP 

The  winter has been long and the needs have been great for help. Please give as you are able to 
help those in need from our congregation, or who come to us needing help. We do this in addition to 
giving to the needy at First Contact. Pastor’s Fund is very low right now and may not be enough for 
the next needed help. Please give as you are able to this worthy outreach for our congregation.   
      ~ Church Council 

An Invitation to Confirmation from Anna Leady 
As everyone may know, we (Megan, Anna, and Andrew) have 
been in Confirmation for almost two years! It’s been an 
amazing experience with many laughs, lessons, and crying 
sessions. We have grown to not only be friends, but a family. 
We thank the congregation for always supporting us in 
everything we do. 

Our time is coming to an end with our Confirmation service 
scheduled for May 14th (good thing we have L.O.L.). We will 
have one worship service that weekend at 4:00pm on Satur-
day and you are all so welcome to come and celebrate this 
journey with us. We are so excited for this moment and we 
are happy our journey has taken us this far with Christ. 
Thank you again and we hope to see you on May 14th. 
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 BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

MARCH 2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
The March 8, 2016 church council meeting was called to order at 6:00pm. Present were Bea Beyer, Ruth Ann Tuttle, Pastor 
Grayvold, Becky Cole, Lois Fancher, Al Gaston, Carla Coffman, Chad Ogle, and Marlene Knapp. Absent were Evie Edborg, 
Karan Smith and Ron Ludwig.  

Pastor Grayvold led devotions from John, Chapter 12. 

After reviewing the February minutes, a motion was made by Al Gaston and seconded by Ruth Ann Tuttle to accept the 
minutes from the February Council meeting. Motion carried.  

The financial reports were reviewed. A motion was made by Lois Fancher, seconded by Carla Coffman to accept the 
financial reports from February. Motion carried. 

Comments were made by various council members that the service held on March 6th was very inspiring and well 
received. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor submitted a new form of his report for review. He is tracking how many hours he spends in 
various Pastoral duties. The council will review and discuss at the April meeting. The question of how many hours Pastor 
should be working will also be discussed.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Worship:  No written report. 

Property:  Carla Coffman presented a list of signs for the church and the location of each. The council will study the list 
and discuss and come to an agreement on what signs will be needed and where to place at the April meeting. She also re-
ported that a new vacuum will be purchased. The committee will also begin construction on the new garage as soon as the 
weather improves.  

Stewardship:  Ruth Ann Tuttle reported that the committee met on February 16th. There will be no temple talks during 
Lent. The committee will continue to publish an article in the newsletter.  

Bread of Love:  Al Gaston submitted a report through the end of February.  

Social Ministry:  Bea Beyer reported that Shadyside Trailer Park has asked Bethlehem for help for a project. They have 
been receiving help from the church for the past few years and now would like to “Pay it Forward”. They are asking anyone 
who has extra craft supplies, especially yarn and latch hook kits, to donate them. These supplies will be taken to the Vets 
Hospital/Home in Indianapolis. Many of these vets suffer from PTSD and are long term residents. They take the donated 
supplies and create items that they then sell. 

Bea would like to research having a “Wine and Hors d’oeuvre” event in the fall. She is forming a committee to investigate 
writing a policy to be able to serve alcohol during events. 

Outreach:   A report from the committee stated that Al Wilson and Adam Leady are looking into creating a website. The 
committee will also be assisting Judith Peters with the Mexican dinner.  

Christian Ed:   Chad Ogle reported that preparations for VBS are progressing. A director is still needed. Dates are July 
10th — 15th. Spark Bibles are being distributed to Sunday School students. Susan Collins is currently teaching First 
Communion class. Confirmation date is May 14th.  

Old Business:  Ruth Ann Tuttle requested that the church provide funds to send representatives to the Stephen Minister 
Leadership Conference. Carla Coffman made a motion to use money from the Leadership Fund. Bea Beyer seconded the 
motion. Motion passed. The amount will be around $3,000.00.  

New Business:   Pastor announced that Linda Sanders’ last day as church secretary will be April 29th.   

Pastor discussed the Habitat for Humanity project. He stated that there has only been one comment made to him regard-
ing this. It was decided that a letter will be sent to the congregation outlining the project. 

A congregational meeting will be held on May 1st between services. Reports for this meeting are due from committee 
chairs to Linda by April 15th. 

Pastor Erica will be providing pastoral services for the April 16th service.  

 
Continued on next page 
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A Celebration of Youth/Confirmation will be held on Saturday, May 14th. There will only be one service that weekend, 
beginning at 4:30p.m. Saturday evening. There will be a cookout and fellowship following. 

Pastor will be on vacation March 27th — April 7th. 

A new app for the church is available. The cost is approximately $500.00. Lois Fancher moved that the app be purchased 
with a second by Bea Beyer. Motion carried. 

Pastor closed the meeting with prayer. 

Ruth Ann Tuttle moved to adjourn, seconded by Bea Beyer. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marlene Knapp 
Acting Secretary 

Continued from previous page                       MARCH 2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Thank You — Gracias — Thank You 
 

 Heartfelt thanks to all of the members of Bethlehem who have made our Mexican 
Fiesta Dinner such a successful event! It was a joy to see so many people savoring the deli-
cious food, appreciating the decorations and background music, and simply having a wonder-
ful time! Special thanks all who helped in so many ways to make this happen — cooking, 
advertising, setting up, washing dishes, decorating, cleaning up, serving — it took a lot of 
willing hands. 

 It was moving to hear Marcela, the Amextra representative, talk about the programs 
in Oaxaca, Mexico where they will direct the funds we have raised. What a great feeling it is 
to think of families learning to raise chicken and rabbits, sharing the offspring with their 
neighbors, and knowing that their families will be nourished. Amextra will be able to fund 
home gardening projects, teach women to make artisan soaps, to embroider blouses and oth-
er items (did you see those embroidered kids sneakers?) in order to bring income into their 
homes. Yes, Marcela told us that in the villages where they have programs, the average in-
come per day is $2. 

 We are so grateful, again, to Santiago’s for the donation of the wonderful food, supple-
mented by our own in-house chefs! It was a special treat to have Manuela Reyes, co-owner of 
Santiago’s, join us for the event. Our congregation was also moved to give beyond the mere 
price of tickets. We will be sending over $3,000.00 to Amextra as a result of this event! (A 
round of applause goes here!) 

 We are blessed to have this opportunity to reach beyond our borders through the 
skilled and compassionate work of Amextra. If you would like to visit Amextra programs and 
see their work first-hand, please call or speak to Judith Peters (219.464.1223). We are hoping 
to put together a group to go, see, and learn. Again — hearty thanks to all. 
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HYPERTENSION 
Last month we reviewed blood pressure and how 
it is measured.  The ideal blood pressure (B/P) is 
around 120/80. If it is consistently 140/90 or 
above (i.e. Hypertension), it is a signal to keep 
closer monitoring and check with your doctor. 

There are several causes for hypertension: 

 Advancing age: as we age our arteries be-
come less elastic (hardening of the arteries) and 
become resistant to blood flow 

 Blood Volume: increase in blood volume causes more pressure against the arterial wall.  Sodium 
 can cause fluid retention and increase blood volume with consequential increase in B/P 

 Medical conditions: heart or kidney medical problems can cause hypertension 
 Stress: if we are bombarded with stressors either singularly or one major event, hormones are 

 secreted that increase the B/P 
 Obesity: is a burden which overtaxes the cardiovascular system 
 Heredity: hypertension has a tendency to “run in the family” 

So, what are the dangers of prolonged untreated hypertension?  Bad things can happen such as 
stroke, kidney and eye damage. 

What can we do?  As we look at the causes of hypertension, we note there are some things we have 
no control over such as: advancing age, medical conditions that may happen, and heredity.  Others 
we can work at controlling.  We can try to keep our weight under control, keep active, and watch salt 
intake.  Stress is another question.  Some stressors we may be able to control and others not. 

Keep track of your blood pressure especially if you are “borderline” or if you are on medication. 

Pray, praise, and give thanks daily. 

Peace and good health, 

Ann 

 
Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531 (Cell — call or text) 
Email:  nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 

Call if you 
need me!! 
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 Bethlehem is known as a giving, caring congregation. 
When a special need has presented itself, people have 
responded with gifts of food, encouragement, prayers 
and money. As a family of God, we have a responsibil-
ity to take care of our obligations, including our mort-
gage. In March, we met our mortgage payment. Our 
monthly mortgage payment is $5,813.36. Our gifts 
totaled $7,718.00. Please remember in your prayers 
our house of worship and contribute as you are able. 
Our mortgage balance now stands at  $207,832.77. 
Gifts to our operating account were up from March, 
2015. 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of February 29th —  
 
Bread of Love  $     160.72  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront; 
       90% of the proceeds go to First Contact and 10% to  
       Bethlehem 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 3,265.20  Money given for community outreach 

Leadership Fund  $20,000.00 

Mortgage Reduction $19,474.29  Money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account  $  7,837.43  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $     387.93  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $11,919.09 

Youth Group   $  1,567.23  Money earned by the youth  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer, at 787-8115 or 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ~ Philippians 4:6 

May 21 & 22 May 28 & 29 May 14 & 15 May 7 & 8 
Torres 
Nickels 

Gulbransen 
Keator 

Olson, J. 

Dougherty, C. 
Ludwig 

Summers 

Hancock 
Moodie 
Ruoff 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN MAY 

But my God shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  ~ Philippians 4:19 
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May Worship Assistants 

May 1 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Alyssa Cole  
Greeter(s): Karan Smith    Cathy Zaideman 
Reader: Evie Edborg   
Acolyte(s): Ava Komp and Addison Cole     
Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Chuck Enstrom 

May 8 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Britta Johnson 
Greeter(s): Christine Stegemann 
Reader: Gail Ludwig 
Acolyte(s): Megan Pratt and Avery Tegt     
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Cindy Dougherty 
Altar Flowers: Zoe Komp 

May 14 One service only — 4:00 p.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters     
Greeter(s): Sharon Skalku 
Reader: Lois Fancher 
Acolyte(s): Ian Leady and Elsa Leady     
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers: Karan Smith 

May 22 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Kendall Klaiber    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Brian, Julie, Avery and Kamden Tegt 
Reader: Howard Peters 
Acolyte(s): Jordan Huneryager and Paige Hancock 
Counters: Al Gaston and Susan Zimnawoda     
Altar Flowers: Marilyn Ruoff 

May 29 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Anna Leady     Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Roger & Nancy Reitz 
Reader: Ruth Ann Tuttle 
Acolyte(s): Shea Ogle and Bryce Thoma 
Counters: Marlene Knapp     
Altar Flowers: Evie Edborg  

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
May 7:  Alyssa Cole 
May 21:  Jean Pass 
May 28:  Jean Pass 
 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Evie Edborg and Marcia Gaston 

The meeting this month will be Thursday, May 19th at 1:00 at the church. 
All women of the church are welcome! If you need transportation, please 

call the church and arrangements will be made. 
Please keep in mind that there will be a mini bake sale at the church the weekend of May 21-22. WELCA 
will be busy baking all kinds of goodies and they will be selling the treats Saturday evening as well as  

between the services on Sunday. 
WELCA will be cleaning the dirty kitchen on May 19th at 9:00am. All are welcome. We will be ordering 

lunch in, so as to not dirty the kitchen. HELP….HELP…..HELP!!!!!Please!!!! Many hands make light work! 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 
 

 

   

1 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

2 
 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

3 
11:00a   
Quilting 101 

VOTING 
       5AM-7PM 
 
8:00p A.A. 

4 

10:00a  Alpha        
Bible Study 
5:00p Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Worship/Music 
Committee 

5 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
 
 
 
 
 5:30p Worship (T) 

8 MOTHER’S DAY 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

9 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

10 
11:00a   
Quilting  101 
 
 
3:00p Stephen Min 
6:00p L.O.L. 
8:00p A.A. 

11 
 
10:00a  Alpha        
Bible Study 
5:00p Choir 
5:30p Girl Scouts 
5:30p Executive Com 

6:00p Council Mtg. 

12 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class — Last One! 
 

13 
 

 
 

 
 

14 

CONFIRMATION 
SERVICE 
4:00pm 

ONE SERVICE 
  THIS WEEKEND 

LOL Lock-In Begins 

15 PENTECOST 
    LOL Lock-In Ends 
  
12:00p Girl Scouts 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

16 
 

NEWSLETTER      
DEADLINE 

6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

17 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

18 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
 
 
5:00p Choir 
6:00p Girl Scouts 

19 
1:00p WELCA 
 
 
 
 

 

20 

 

 

21 
Girl Scouts 

8:00am — 3:30pm 
 

WELCA 
BAKE SALE 

5:30p Worship (T) 

22 WELCA 
BAKE SALE 

8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (c) 
3:00p Baccalaureate 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

23 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

24 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
3:00p Stephen Min 
6:00p  L.O.L. 
8:00p A.A. 

25 

 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
5:00p Choir 
6:30p Girl Scouts 

26 

 
 
 
 

 

 27 

  
 
 
 

28 

 
 
 
 
 

5:30p Worship (T) 

29 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

30 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A 

31 
 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

    

 

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
           Worship  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45am—Sunday School 
11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


