
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30pm Saturdays 

8:30am Sundays 

Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 

Sunday School 

9:45am Sunday 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

Do you remember how you felt the spirit working in you the last time you 

were doing stewardship service. Remember the feeling of being in 

communion with God and joined as a church body when we were working 

on the new buildings? Or how about Relay for Life, Hunger Walk, Quilting, 

WELCA or many of the other activities? It is time to consider what we 

would like to do in the coming year. 

Our Amazon storefront, Bread of Love, is a current activity and its impact 

was recently made more clear. As most know, the money raised goes 

mainly to First contact, an agency which distributes funds from churches 

to people who need help with utilities or rent. Until our storefront began to 

generate funds for this purpose, Duneland Schools families were more 

limited in their amount of help. Our store specified that our funds were to 

be used for these families. In like manner, the churches in Valpo specified 

that their funds were for their area families. Some of the big contributors 

for Duneland area also specified that their funds were to only be spent 

when the entire amount requested was available, i.e., we will give the last 

$100. Since much of the money was not available because of restrictions, 

many of the needs of Duneland families were only partially funded. Bread 

of Love opened the door to utilize more funds in our area, which means 

more requests are being fully funded. First Contact was also encouraged 

to open a Chesterton office. We can all feel good about this activity. 

What activity would make you enriched? The Mexican dinner is scheduled 

for April. Would you like to help raise money for this good cause? Habitat 

for Humanity has requested our help. There are many community 

activities coming up. Would you like to lead or participate in a team to help 

our community? Please email me (gastonam.ag@gmail.com) with the 

activities in which you wish to participate. 

Al Gaston 
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Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 

   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 
Families Helped          5          5     36          89 
Rent         $331            $568           4,315      $7,484 
Utilities Money        $80             $1,070      $3,139 
Items Sold          68                    77              1040        2451 
Total Sales       $927      $1,083                   $15,002               $33,686 
Items Listed         55         68   1257         3271 
Shipments           0                  3               3           80 

Profit is equal to sales minus cost. 10% of profit is given each to First Contact and to BLC 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Property Committee Report 

 The committee is examining the need for signs for the various areas of the church building in 
order to be more church friendly. Pastor Erik has requested a light saber for his door. We will consider 
his request. Any other requests? 
 Construction on the garage should begin soon.  

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:%28219%29%20448-3278
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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 Why the cross? Why do we Christians seem to always be obsessed with 

the cross, regardless what season of the church year it is. Even during Christmas 

we speak about the cross, the eventual end of Jesus’ life even at his birth. While 

this seems to be kind of morbid, the cross is the central event of Christian faith. It 

is the point of victory over sin and death itself. It is the symbol of death’s power 

being stripped and laid bare for the world. The cross is left empty and the resur-

rection takes away what power it really had. However, the symbol of the cross 

has been lost over time because of Christianity adopting it as a symbol and see-

ing  it as a positive instead of what it really symbolized. 

 The cross originally symbolized the power and dominance of the Roman 

Empires. Crucifixion was the death of choice for rebels, traitors, and insurgents 

of the Roman Empire. The Roman Emperor was seen as a god in which tribute 

and loyalty for all those in the Empire was supposed to be directed. People were allowed to worship as they 

pleased as long as a tribute was always paid to Caesar. Because this tribute involved a coin with the head of the 

emperor, it was seen as a form of idolatry, an abomination to Jews and early Christians. People who refused or 

were accused of refusing were seen as rebels and traitors. While Jesus was a bit more extreme in his rebellion, it 

really did not take too much for the Roman Empire to accuse someone of rebellion. 

Given this climate, Rome needed little provocation to kill anybody, and as a result they became very good 

at it. Crucifixion became the favored method and because of its mechanics it allowed for a very painful and drawn 

out death to be an example for other rebels and traitors to see what their fate would be if they messed with the  

Roman Empire. The cross symbolized the dominance and unbeatable power of the Roman Empire. No one chal-

lenged the power and direction of the Roman Empire and lived for very long. To those without Roman citizen-

ship, it was a torture device that reminded the people of ancient Palestine of failed rebellions and dead loved ones. 

Knowing this it demonstrates the true power of God, that Jesus Christ took this death, the very thing that 

nobody believed could be conquered, and made it the symbol of God’s victory. The fact that it is left empty along 

with the tomb symbolize the complete and utter victory of the one true God. Rome claimed to be God, and Jesus 

Christ proved otherwise. Rome tried to use its greatest power to snuff out God, with the aid of rest of the world, 

and failed. The cross itself goes from being a symbol of death to a symbol of hope in three days.  

We come back to this moment every season because this is the greatest act of God. It is why Jesus became 

incarnate in the first place and why Jesus taught as he did. This empty cross means that we could actually live as 

the people Jesus calls us to be. We are freed from the power of sin and made righteous—to be as we were created 

to be as children of God and neighbors to one another. The cross is what makes this all possible as the liberating 

power of it frees us to be the people of God and not slaves to the Law and Sin. We are now slaves to the risen 

Christ who then bids us to follow him and be the Church to the world, to meet those in the midst of death and 

darkness and fight for something bigger—to show that even the Cross itself can be turned into the very symbol of 

God’s victory over sin and death itself. 

A note from  
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BETHLEHEM’S MEXICAN FIESTA 
Friday, April 8th from 5:30pm to 7:00pm 

COME AND ENJOY:  Delicious, Mexican Dishes donated by Santiago’s; Delectable desserts  

and sides by “las señoritas” of Bethlehem; Delightful festive fellowship 

AND:  know that you are supporting the wonderful work of AMEXTRA among the 

poorest struggling families of Mexico. 

All proceeds benefit AMEXTRA Programs 

TICKETS:  Adults $12, Children 6 to 12 $6, 5 and under are FREE 

Tickets available during normal church office hours or reserve tickets by calling 219.926.2874 

WHY AMEXTRA? 
 Our relationship with AMEXTRA goes back to 1999 when the first group of Bethlehem 

“pilgrims” travelled to Mexico through the Lutheran Center in Mexico City, and visited 

AMEXTRA projects in shanty-towns on the outskirts of the city. We were so moved andim-

pressed by what we saw and felt, that we started the Mexican Dinner fundraiser that same year. 

 AMEXTRA is a faith-based humanitarian organization founded by a remarkable group of 

dedicated men and women who stepped aside from their professional lives to commit themselves 

to transforming situations of extreme poverty. Their methods are unusual and effective. They 

gently enter a struggling community, and through a process of conversation, reliance on faith 

and much hard work, help the residents identify their most serious needs and how to go about 

meeting those needs, chiefly through the resources, skills and wisdom that already exist within 

the community. 

 Picture a rural village whose fields of depleted soil are no longer yielding enough corn to 

sustain the village. Imagine a town where parents with little education are desperate to help 

their children stay in school. Or try to envision a group of mothers with almost no income who 

are frantically trying to find ways to get maximum nutrition out of a minimum of food. These are 

typical needs that surface when AMEXTRA begins its process of conversations within a commu-

nity, and these are needs that are now being met, thanks to group efforts, AMEXTRA’s trans-

forming guidance, fervent prayer, and a lot of encouragement from Scriptures. 

 What a humbling thrill it was for us to witness this kind of faith in action! No wonder we 

still treasure that relationship and the opportunity to stay connected through supporting 

AMEXTRA’S programs. 

 So come and join in the wonderful chance to extend Bethlehem’s loving concern for others 

to our friends in Mexico while enjoying our now legendary MEXICAN DINNER! 

 (If you are intrigued at the chance to join a trip to visit AMEXTRA projects in Mexico, 

please contact Judith Peters at 219.464.1223. We already have several people with a strong 

interest in this journey of faith and learning.) 
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 BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

FEBRUARY 2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The church council met February 6, 2016 and meeting called to order at 1:04 P.M.  Both the president and secretary were 

present.  

Mrs. Fancher moved to accept the minutes as corrected. Seconded by Mr. Gaston and carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Knapp presented the January 2016 financial reports. The mortgage reduction fund was short 

 $2,760.00. Financial statements have been mailed. Mrs. Fancher moved to accept the January 2016 financial 

 reports as presented, seconded by Mrs. Smith and carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  30 meetings, 11 classes, 16 visits and 8 pastoral acts. 

 LOL lock-in was canceled. 

 First wedding will be February 29, 2016. 

Worship Committee:  Setting 5 will be used through Easter except for the 11:00am service. 

 One service will be held on March 6 or 13, 2016 at 10:30am. The new Stephens and Communion Ministers will be 

 commissioned with a luncheon to follow after the service. 

 More discussion about more frequent pastor exchanges took place. 

 Holy Week services were discussed. 

Stewardship Committee:  No report. 

Christian Education:  The Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner with a free-will offering will take place February 9, 2016 from 

 5:00-6:30. 

 Mrs. Ludwig will facilitate a forum type, parenting meetings of Sunday School Students beginning March 6, 2016. 

 Meetings will take place 9:45am to 10:45 am. Refreshments will be available. 

 Currently, there are three attending confirmation classes and one for next first communion.  

 Both Monday night and Wednesday morning Bible Study classes are well attended.  

Property Committee:  Mrs. Coffman reported the batteries in the motion detectors have been changed. Insulation has been 

 added around the heaters/air conditioners in the classrooms. Various things have been attempted to make the 

 temperature in the sanctuary more comfortable. It has been asked the classroom doors off of the sanctuary remain 

 closed. 

Social Committee:  No report. 

Bread of Love:  No report. 

Outreach:   Mrs. Edborg reported toiletries are continuing to be sent to Shadyside. Shadyside has been sharing some of the 

toiletries which have been shared with an organization in Indianapolis that house veterans with PTSD before re-

turning to their homes. 

Old Business:  Neutral response from Habitat for Humanity temple talk. An announcement will be made, a sign-in sheet 

 available and a four step process has been put in place to evaluate if this is a viable project. This endeavor will be 

 under the Outreach Committee.  

New Business:   A new computer was purchased for Pastor Grayvold. Mr. Thostesen has resigned as a Stephen Minister. 

 Mrs. Tuttle stated more individuals are needed to attend training to become Stephen Minister’s trainers and area 

 Stephen Ministers will meet February, 2016 at Bethlehem to discuss how to assist families on how to deal with 

 drug addiction. 

 Pastor will be very busy this month and has requested that all committees/organizations contact Mrs. Sanders to 

 put all events on the church calendar. Mrs. Knapp also suggested completing a building usage form to insure that 

 all concerned parties are informed of scheduled events. 

 A new church website needs to be developed. 

 
Continued on next page 
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PARENTS FORUM 

The first parents’ forum met Sunday, March 6, during the Sunday School hour. Parents discussed 

their childhood experiences compared to their children’s experiences. They also talked about the role 

of social media on family life, both good and bad. 

Parents of any age who would like to share child-rearing tips and traumas are warmly invited to join 

the discussion the first Sunday of every month during the Sunday School hour. This is a very casual 

and informal group, so grab a cup of coffee and some treats from the Narthex and join us in the cry 

room the first Sunday in April. Questions? Call Gail Ludwig at 219.926.2874. 

WELCOME to the LORD’S TABLE 

Camden Henry Tegt, son of Brian and Julie Tegt, completed his instruction in the 

sacrament of Holy Communion and received his First Communion on Sunday, March 6. 

Please take the time to view his banner on display in the sanctuary. The banner was a 

family project in answer to the question, “What does Communion mean to me?” God’s 

continued blessings on Camden and his family as they grow with the church through 

their journeys in faith. 

Pastor Grayvold closed with prayer. 

Mrs. Coffman moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Edborg and carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:53pm. 

Ron Ludwig, Secretary 

Continued from previous page                       FEBUARY 2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

I would like to thank those who offered their prayers, kind thoughts, phone calls 

and well wishes during my recent convalescence. It is truly a blessing to be able to 

call Bethlehem Lutheran Church my church family.  

Your sister in Christ, 

Helen Sabinske 

We would like to express our appreciation to the congregation for the help, comfort, 

and prayers we experienced at the death of our dear friends, Wayne Laeder. Once 

again, Bethlehem has stepped up to aid in the time of trouble. We received a huge 

“hug” from the people of our church. Thank you for your kindness. We will remember 

it forever. 

The Coffman Family 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Congregation, 

 Words can’t express the gratitude that we have for everything that Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church has done for the Laeder family since the passing of Wayne Laeder. The overwhelming 

support and prayers received have lifted our hearts during our time of mourning. Thank you to all 

that contributed to the funeral services, luncheon, and support for the memorial fund for Jeremy. 

Most importantly, I am thankful for the fellowship you provided during the time that my family was 

a member of your congregation. We will always have you in our hearts and prayers. May God bless 

you all. 

Travis, Stephanie, David, and Jeremy Laeder 
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Blood Pressure 

So what exactly is blood pressure and why is it so 

important? “Blood” and “pressure” are deter-

mined by the amount of blood your heart pumps 

compared with the amount of resistance to your 

arteries. Think about the amount of air against 

the wall of a tire on your vehicle. We must have a 

certain amount of blood volume to maintain that 

resistance in order to survive. All parts of the 

body require circulation. If we have significant blood loss from bleeding, or diminished blood volume 

from dehydration, our blood pressure can go dangerously low. 

We measure blood pressure with a “sphygmomanometer”, better known as a “blood pressure cuff” 

with a gauge and a stethoscope to listen with. When the cuff is inflated it cuts off circulation to the 

arm in the brachial artery. As the air is slowly released, blood starts to flow again and we hear the 

first sound of the beating heart. This is the systolic pressure or the pressure when the heart 

contracts or the highest pressure again the arterial wall. 

The measurement is how high the pressure will support a column of mercury in the manometer or 

pressure gauge. The reading is actually “millimeters of mercury” or ml/hg. These were the old blood 

pressure cuffs and are part of medical history. We now have more modern gauges and also the 

electronic ones. The reading is still recorded in ml/hg however. 

When the beating of the heart is no longer heard, this is the low reading or the diastolic reading. 

This is the pressure when the heart is at rest. 

So, what is a healthy blood pressure? The American Heart Association recommends that an average 

reading should be about 120 systolic and 80 diastolic. Any blood pressure about 140/90 should be 

rechecked and refer to your physician. 

Just imagine our Jesus, who was truly human, had the same physical attributes we all have includ-

ing blood pressure! 

Next month, we will discuss what maintains blood pressure, and why some of us have high blood 

pressure; also, what can be done about it. 

Do the best you can to stay healthy. 

Yours in Christ, 

Ann Moodie, RN, MS 

Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531 (Cell — call or text) 

Email:  nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 

Call if you 

need me!! 

Outreach Committee Update 

 We are still collecting toiletries. Any kind — men, women, and children for Shady 

Lane. Collection Basket is in the Youth Room. Thank you! 
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 Bethlehem is known as a giving, caring congregation. 

When a special need has presented itself, people have 

responded with gifts of food, encouragement, prayers 

and money. As a family of God, we have a responsibility 

to take care of our obligations, including our mortgage. 

In February, we met our mortgage payment. Our 

monthly mortgage payment is $5,813.36. Our gifts 

totaled $10,620.06, of which $20.00 were memorials. 

Please remember in your prayers our house of worship 

and contribute as you are able. Our mortgage balance 

now stands at  $213,087.78. Gifts to our operating 

account were up from February, 2015. 

A special note — The fund for Jeremy Laeder had a balance of $4,765.00 at the end of February. There 

are still memorials arriving daily. Thank you to all who have contributed. 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of February 29th —  

 

Bread of Love  $     481.12  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront; 

       these proceeds are given back to Bethlehem, First  

       Contact and Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 3,265.20  Money given for community outreach 

Leadership Fund  $20,000.00 

Mortgage Reduction $17,569.65  Money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account  $15,905.25  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $     469.29  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $11,918.51 

Youth Group   $  1,098.23  Money earned by the youth  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer, at 787-8115 or 

marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ~ Philippians 4:6 

April 16 & 17 April 23 & 24 April 9 & 10 April 2 &3 

Biggs 

Gaulke 

Hess 

J. Johnson 

Bennett 

Cubberley 

King 

Edborg 

Lindquist 

McKeough 

Mills 

Coffman 

Fancher-Keller 

 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN APRIL 
April 30 & May 1 

Lakatos 

Ricard 
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April Worship Assistants 
April 3 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m.     
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen  

Greeter(s): Mary Lou Cole 

Reader: Howard Peters   

Acolyte(s): Paige Hancock and Jordan Huneryager     

Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers: Del & Susan Hall 

April 10 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Britta Johnson 

Greeter(s): Chad, Marcy and Shea Ogle 

Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer 

Acolyte(s): Ian Leady      
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Cindy Dougherty 

Altar Flowers: Dan & Carla Coffman 

April 17 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s):  

Reader: Lois Fancher 

Acolyte(s): Bryce Thoma      
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 

Altar Flowers: Dot Woods 

April 24 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole     Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s):  

Reader: Susan Collins 

Acolyte(s): Ben Van Wagner 

Counters: Al Gaston and Susan Zimnawoda     

Altar Flowers: Ava Komp  

 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 

April 2:  Jean Pass 

April 9:  Jean Pass 

April 16:  Jean Pass 

April 23:  Kendall Klaiber 

April 30:  Jean Pass 

 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Bev Stegeman and Mary Lou Cole 

Did you know that….. 

 Our lovely, talented choir accompanist, Violet Needham, recently won two gold 

medals at the Indiana State Public School of Music. One gold medal was for piano and 

the other was for the French horn. 

 Violet also plays the mellophone, French horn, trumpet for the Chesterton H.S. 

Trojan Guard Marching Band, and that’s not all! She is also a member of the CHS Jazz 

Orchestra! Recently, she formed a band called the “Quoting Dinosaurs”, where they’ve 

appeared at the “Coffee House.”  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 1 2 
Klaiber Party 

 
 

 

  5:30p Worship (T) 

3 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

4 5 
11:00a   

Quilting 101 
 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

6 
 

 

 

5:00p Choir 

6:00p Worship Com. 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

7 
PASTOR BACK 

FROM VACATION 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

8 
AMEXTRA 

DINNER 

5:30pm — 7:00pm 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 5:30p Worship (T) 

10 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

11 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Bible Study 

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

12 
11:00a   

Quilting  101 
12:00p Duneland 

Ministerium 

3:00p Stephen Min 

6:00p L.O.L. 

8:00p A.A. 

13 
 

10:00a  Alpha        

Bible Study 

5:00p Choir 

5:30p Girl Scouts 

5:30p Executive Com 

6:00p Council Mtg. 

14 
 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

Class 
 

 

 

15 
 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
 

 
 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

17  
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

12:00p Girl Scouts 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

18 
 

 

 

6:00p Bible Study 

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

19 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

20 

10:00a  Alpha     

Bible Study 

 

 

 

5:00p Choir 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

21 
ELCA 

MINISTERIUM 

9AM — 1PM 
1:00p WELCA 

6:00p Confirmation 

Class 

22 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 5:30p Worship (T) 

24 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

25 
 

 

Pastor at First 

Call Conference 

 

8:00p A.A. 

26 
 

11:00a  Quilting       
                101 

3:00p Stephen Min 

6:00p  L.O.L. 

8:00p A.A. 

27 

 

10:00a  Alpha     

Bible Study 

 

5:00p Choir 

6:30p Girl Scouts 

28 

 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

Class 

 29 

  

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

Notes:       

 

( T ) = Traditional  

           Worship 

( C ) = Contemporary  
           Worship  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45am—Sunday School 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

