
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
8:30am Sundays 
Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 
Sunday School 
9:45am Sunday 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Thursday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 My intelligence/common sense 

 My health 

 My parents and how I was raised 

 My family — husband, daughters, son-in-law, grandson 

 My husband’s intelligence/common sense 

 Long, happy marriage 

 Ability to retire early and choose my next line of work 

 My colleagues at work 

 With the comments below, we conclude the 
sharing of the church members notes of 
gra tude. 

Please con nue to take the me to prac ce 
gratefulness, and place any shareable 
comments in the box in the narthex. 

 Lord being with me during this first year of grieving 

 Birds in the yard; my pets; my Christian history that my mom and dad are 
responsible for 

 Family! Friends! Church! 

 My home 

 The Lord 

From Betty Carlson: 
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Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 
   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 
Families Helped          5          6     31          84 
Rent         $568            $780           $3,984      $7,153 
Utilities Money                  $990      $3,059 
Items Sold          77                    91               1043        2383 
Total Sales      $1,083       $2,036                    $14,877    $32,759 
Items Listed         68         70   1264         3216 
Shipments           3                   4               46           80 

Profit is equal to sales minus cost. 10% of profit is given each to First Contact and to BLC 

Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 

219-926-5596 Church Office 
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Property Committee Report 
 The committee has changed the batteries in all of the sensors for ADT. We are experimenting with 
various ideas to help keep the church warm during weekend services. 
 In April, there will be a “cleaning of the junk” — a “Spring Cleaning”. We have accumulated many 
items which do not seem to have a home. If your organization has supplies or other items that do not 
have a home, please see Carla Coffman. A place will be designated for you to keep your items. Items 
that are left as orphans will be evaluated and kept, donated or disposed of. Please help keep our church 
looking neat, tidy and inviting. Thank you! 
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Continued on next page 

 Previously we were visited by Thomas Barnett who requested our pres-
ence in the planned Habitat for Humanity project that will be happening in Porter 
County in the next 4 years. Some people were not able to make the talks, but I 
hope to summarize for all of you this particular mission project and what it 
means for us. 
 Habitat for Humanity is an organization that builds houses for people in a 
particular income bracket. Yes, this is the most important fact, in order to be con-
sidered for a Habitat House in our area, a family of four needs to be in the gen-
eral area $20,000-$40,000 bracket. This income bracket changes, of course, for 
families with more children, but the target being that $40,000 mark. Mr. Barnett 
explained that many banks will not give mortgages currently to people who make 
less than $40,000 because they are not a safe investment. This leaves out families 
of fulltime workers who are even significantly above the minimum wage level, 
and in fact if we assume a person is working 40 hours a week for 52 weeks, the 
person would need to make a minimum of $19.50 an hour in order to make 

$40,000 a year. There are families who have two working adults who cannot even get to that point in our county, 
and these are not just fast food workers, but they are janitors, school aids, bus drivers, and other skilled workers in 
our community. While we do live in a country that does have a higher median income, there are people who do 
perform necessary jobs that do not pay enough to make the minimums for banks to take the risk on a mortgage. 
And this is not to be said to be an insult to our community banks, banks need to take precautions when it comes to 
giving loans. 
 This is, however, where the family runs into more trouble. My roommate and I are currently paying $760 
for 950 sq. ft. with an average of $38 for utilities (which is on the high end due to the electronic devices used in 
our household). This rent is about mid-range for Chesterton, but as a single person, and with a decent income 
where I would not even need a roommate, this is not a bad thing. Looking at current ads, the cheapest equivalent 
would be $625. However, those of you with children know that children add significantly to the cost of living. 
Before long $625 becomes even too much, and since rent can be raised each year (mine went up $20 this year, 
and will go up $20 in July.) I know in my complex that this additional $240 a year is a hard hit for some of the 
families, and I know some of the families in my complex are already on some subsidized rent, but still will get hit 
with some sort of increase. This often means moving to another apartment which in some cases means changing 
schools for children and taking them out of their friendship groups in neighborhoods they live within. Even in a 
small town like ours, this can be a problem as a child may be getting pulled from Valpo to Chesterton or vice-
versa or elsewhere. 
 Knowing all of this, this is where Habitat for Humanity comes into play. Habitat for Humanity has a 
screening process for applicants that look over their financial and work history and make assessments based on 
dedication to work and an ambition to make financially sound decisions. The applicants then are to put in a good 
chunk of hours of both working on another Habitat House and then participating in Financial Peace University, a 
program by Dave Ramsey that teaches wise and healthy financial spending habits that has helped many people 
better learn how to deal with their money. After which the family is moved into a house with a double mortgage 
with payments on the second mortgage being retired as the first mortgage is paid off. The family makes a contract 
with Habitat for Humanity that if the mortgage is not paid off, that they can only sell it back to Habitat for Hu-
manity. When this is all said and done, families are looking at a more stable and cheaper mortgage of $500 a 
month with a home that will ultimately someday be theirs and income paid into it is not all lost to apartment com-
plexes.  Families are given more financial freedom to make purchases that benefit their families and make it easier 
to do their jobs such as purchase newer and more reliable cars to get to their jobs. Essentially in building these 
houses for the families it allows for more income to be spread around into the community and more development 
can happen over the long run.  
 So what does that mean for us at Bethlehem? We are ready for some practice towards long term mission. 
However, we are still dealing with our mortgage payments and have unsteady giving that makes it difficult to plan 
and create long term mission projects. Our mortgage will be paid off in four years. This is a doable goal and while 
it seems unrealistic some months, the generosity of the congregation does come through in the last minute.  

A note from  
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Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. ~ James 5:16 

March 19 & 20 March 26 & 27 March 12 & 13 March 5 & 6 
Bush 

Coffman 
Campbell 
Prather 

Collins 
Murphy 

 

Nidelchoff 
Ricard 

Kulavick 
Lindstedt 

 

HOUSEHOLDS BEING PRAYED FOR IN MARCH 
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Appreciation Corner... 

If there is anyone you would like to show appreciation for, please email the church at 
chestertonblc@gmail.com or give the office a call at 926.5596. 

Thank all of you, once again, for the lovely bounty of toiletries for Shady Lane. Again, the 
basket in the youth room was overflowing. Also, thank you, Skip and Bea Beyer, for 
schlepping the basket to Shady Lane. Please, keep the toiletries coming. Next month, we 
will tell you a story about a bar of soap and a tube of toothpaste and how they started 
something big. 

  
With long term mission goals, there needs to a be a financial commitment to the congregation that is dependable 
AND connected to the spiritual life and well-being of the congregation. Giving needs to be seen as a part of one’s 
own life in Christ just as much as any other action. With this project we are asked to make a commitment over 
four years in which financial commitment can be one of them. We can use these four years to practice this com-
mitment of giving and ready ourselves for the steady giving of a long term mission goal. 
 Another practice we can develop is our service. Bethlehem is very good at this already, and this particular 
practice would allow us to take our service outside of our congregation and use in the community. Service is both 
a form of Evangelism and Outreach. St. Francis writes that we are to proclaim the gospel, and if we have to, we 
can use words. In doing service we are carrying the Word of God on our hands and feet for the world to see that 
to be “Church” does not just mean getting up Sunday morning (or giving up some time of your Saturday night), 
but that to be the “Church” means to be the people of God who walk out of our building’s doors together into ac-
tion for the betterment of God’s World. In doing this work, we can make a connection to our community and 
county in a positive way by helping to build houses themselves, participating on boards, making sandwiches for 
groups, and having our youth help build and do side projects to aid in the building process.  
 Finally, it allows us to practice using relationships to do mission. We at Bethlehem already know the pow-
er of love, especially towards one another. This is a bounty that we do have in abundance. It is time to share in 
that bounty. In participating alongside Habitat, we will be building relationships with other volunteers and the 
people who are building their own homes. We will be living out the call to share the good news of God’s love by 
being God’s hands and feet in this community. 
 I invite you to consider in your prayers this chance. Please talk about it with one another. We have NOT 
made any commitments yet as a congregation because we all need to be in this decision together. I encourage you 
to talk with one another, talk to me, and together we can see if this is the direction the Holy Spirit is pulling us for 
mission in this community for at least the next four years. 

A Note From Pastor Erik —Continued from previous page 
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 BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

JANUARY 2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
The church council met January 13, 2016 and meeting called to order at 6:00 P.M.  The president was in the chair and the 
secretary present.   

Mr. Ludwig moved to suspend the rules and seconded by Mrs. Fancher. Pastor Grayvold recommended that the Ogle fami-
ly be accepted into membership. Mrs. Smith moved to accept the Ogle family into membership, seconded by Mr. Gaston 
and carried. 

Pastor Grayvold opened with devotion and prayer. 

Mr. Gaston moved that the October 2015 council minutes be approved as corrected, seconded by Mrs. Tuttle and carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Knapp presented the December financial reports and that Pastor’s special fund has decreased 
 due to more requests. Mrs. Tuttle moved to accept the November 2015 financial reports as presented, seconded by 
 Mrs. Beyer and carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  36 meetings, 19 classes, 14 visits and 2 pastoral acts. 

 Seminarian student Clare Bontrager preached in November and received some good feedback. 

 Christmas Eve went very well. Thank you for allowing my brother to participate in the music. 

 Potentially, a new member class will begin during Lent. 

 A LOL lock-in will take place January 22-23. Miss Bontrager will be assisting. 

Worship Committee:  Shrove pancake supper will be Tuesday, February 9, 2016. Ash Wednesday is February 10, 2016. 
 Lenten soup and salad will begin at 5:30pm and end at 6:15pm. Services will start at 6:30pm. 

Stewardship Committee:  Mrs. Tuttle reported the Stephen Ministry training will be completed at the end of February,
 2016. Temple talks will begin in the near future. 

Christian Education:  First Communion will be February 28, 2016. 

 Vacation Bible School will take place July 11-15, 2016.   

Property Committee:  Mrs. Coffman asked for recommendations for signs identifying different areas in the church. 

Social Committee:  Mrs. Beyer reported that six families will receive baskets. 

Bread of Love:  No report. 

Outreach:   Mrs. Edborg reported that the Mexican dinner will take place April 8, 2016 with the proceeds going to 
AMEXTRA. 

Old Business:  None.   

New Business:   Audit Committee is being formed and date of audit to be determined. 

Mrs. Smith has stepped down from chairing the Altar Guild. 

Pastor Grayvold reported temple talks regarding Habitat for Humanity in Porter County will be held. Our 
participation would be a good project for mission work. 

Pastor Grayvold is developing criteria for new membership. 

Pastor Grayvold recommended that Mrs. Dilley be admitted into membership. A motion was made by Mrs. Tuttle 
to accept Mrs. Tilley into membership, seconded by Mrs. Fancher and carried. 

Mrs. Coffman moved to transfer the Rehtorik family’s membership to Augsburg, seconded by Mrs. Edborg and 
carried. 

Mrs. Edborg moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Coffman and carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:50p.m. 

Ron Ludwig 
Secretary 
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Once again, we will have a delicious breakfast on Easter Sunday 
that is open to the entire congregation and their holiday guests! 
We will have pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, biscuits and 

gravy and fruit, along with coffee, tea, milk and juice. In an 
 effort to get an idea of how many to expect, we will be having 

a sign up sheet in the narthex the two Sundays prior to note your name and the number of guests you 
are expecting to attend. This will help us to not over purchase items! Going to be out of town? No 
problem! We will still take donations to help defray the breakfast expenses. We hope you will decide to 
join us. Proceeds from the breakfast help us to support our youth events. Our youth thank you for your 
support! 

Also, if you are interested in helping out with the breakfast or set up, please contact Audra Peterson, 
pete1107@comcast.net or 219.406.0905. 

What has become an “egg”citing Easter morning tradition will once 
again take place between the 8:30 and 11:00 services on Easter 
morning! We will be hiding the eggs for our young children during 
the service so that families may come for breakfast and participate 
in the Easter Egg Hunt. The Egg Hunt is FREE to all members and 
their friends and families. Please feel free to invite those who are 
sharing this special day with you! 

We are seeking donations of candy or goodies to be placed in the 
Easter eggs. Please bring your donations to the church office or they 
may be given to Jill Huneryager or Audra Peterson on Sunday 
mornings from March 1-18. This way, we will have time to stuff the 
eggs. 

The Altar Guild will be offering the opportunity to purchase an Easter Lily 
plant in memory or honor of someone to help decorate the sanctuary for Easter 
Sunday. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Please include on the sign-up 
sheet who is ordering the plant, the dedication desired, and place the $20 
charge upon ordering in the enveloped provided. Checks should be made out to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. After the Easter season, the plant will be yours 
to take home. 

Holy week services will be held at 7pm 
on Thursday, March 24, Good Friday, 
March 25, and Saturday, March 26. 

Easter Sunday services will start with 
a sunrise service at 6:00am, followed 
by the Easter Brunch, which will start 
at 7:00am. There will be an 8:30am 
service and Sunday school at 9:45am. 
The final service of the day will be the 
contemporary service at 11:00am. 
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Dear Congregation: 

Thank you for placing your trust in me as your 
next (thank you, Ruth Ann!) parish nurse. I will 
do my best to fulfill this role for you. I want to 
relay to you some of the activities I have in mind 
as I begin this ministry. The umbrella, of course, 
is the love and compassion of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

Educational Programs:  Presentations promoting health and wellness will be held periodically. Is-
sues relative to blood pressure control, stress management, exercise and weight control, fall preven-
tion, and cancer detection are some examples. 

Physical Assessments:  Blood pressure, heart rate, and weight will be provided on a monthly basis 
(or as needed...just ask). Next time:  Saturday and Sunday, March 12 and March 13. 

Referral and resource agent examples:  Community resources, transportation, United Way; also, 
help in understanding doctor’s instructions, medications, and lab results. 

Resume the Health and Wellness Ministry:  any member of the church interested in this topic can 
join this committee. No medical background needed. Stay tuned for our next meeting. Let me know if 
you are interested! 

Stephen Ministry:  I am a “soon to be” Stephen Minister. I have learned to be a compassionate 
caregiver for those who are going through difficult times. 

May Christ continue to bless and guide us all. 

Yours in Christ, 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS 
Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531 (Cell — call or text) 
Email:  nursechestertonblc@gmail.com 

Call if you 
need me!! 

 The outreach program of Quilting 101 is off to a wonderful 
start. Many eager to learn and dedicated women have been gath-
ering every Tuesday morning, for the last several months, at 
11:00am to work on quilts to be donated to various organizations, 
including Lutheran World Relief. With this in mind, any and all 
fabric donations would be greatly appreciated and may be left in 
the social hall. The finished quilts will be hung on display in the 
social hall prior to being shipped out so that everyone can see one 
of the gifts God has given to these women. All are welcome to join 
in at any time, and, as always, no sewing experience is necessary. 

Quilting 101 Fabric Drive 

 



8  

 

 During the month of March we are focusing on giving in our stewardship journey. The daily 
devotional book that you received several months ago has some excellent devotions on giving of our 
time, talents and possessions. I really encourage you to use these devotions each day. They are 
excellent. 

 Most of you know that Bethlehem has an active Stephen Ministry 
program with four Stephen Ministers who have been giving of their time 
and love for ten years. I am so very proud of how they have devoted so 
much time to be there for people who have gone or are still going through 
difficult times. We have four members who are finishing 50 hours of train-
ing to be Stephen Ministers. These devoted women are Jean Pass, Ann 
Moodie, Evie Edborg and Marcy Ogle. Stephen Ministers give generously 
of their time to meet one on one with people who are experiencing difficult 
life issues such as, death of loved one, divorce, illness, loneliness, cancer, 
unemployment, new to area, homebound, in nursing home, aging or spir-
itual crisis. This can be any life event that is challenging coping skills. 
Stephen Ministers are there to walk with hurting people, listen and focus 
on their needs in a distinctively Christian manner. This is a completely confidential and non-
judgmental ministry. We know that we are merely CAREGIVERS but GOD IS THE CURE GIVER. 

 Another group of members who are giving their time is our Ministers of Communion. These 
faithful members take the sacrament on a regular basis to our homebound and nursing home mem-
bers. This helps them feel more connected to their church and know we still remember and care for 
them. 

 On March 6, we will have one service at 10:30am to commission our new 
Stephen Ministers and our Ministers of Communion. We will also recognize 
those Stephen Ministers who have served us well for the past ten years. Please 
plan to attend this service and help us celebrate our faithful servants who give 
so much of themselves to God’s people. 

 Stephen Ministers and Ministers of Communion are just a few ways of 
giving of ourselves. There are many other opportunities for giving our time to 

the glory of God, such as teaching Sunday school, altar guild, choir, and Women of ELCA. These are 
just a few ideas for giving our time and talents. 

 We do need to think of giving of our possessions, too. Each 
of us have responsibilities for our own homes. We have heating 
bills, water bills, insurance, rent or a mortgage and we have to 
budget our money so we can pay these bills. The church has the 
same bills plus salaries, building and ground maintenance just 
to name a few. The church needs each of us to think about this 
and do our part to keep the church running smoothly. Please 
consider making your gift to the church part of your spiritual 
discipline. Bethlehem is a vital part of our lives so I pray you will 
help us keep it strong and growing. 

God bless you, Ruth Ann Tuttle 
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Bethlehem is known as a giving, caring congregation. When 
a special need has presented itself, people have responded 
with gifts of food, encouragement, prayers and money. As a 
family of God, we have a responsibility to take care of our 
obligations, including our mortgage. In January, we fell 
short of our mortgage payment. Our monthly mortgage pay-
ment is $5,813.36, but our gifts only totaled $3,053.00, 
leaving a shortage of $2,760.36. Please remember in your 
prayers our house of worship and contribute as you are 
able. Our mortgage balance now stands at  $218,290.23. 

Gifts to our operating account were up from January, 2015. 

The following accounts show the ending balances as of January 31st —  
 
Bread of Love  $     167.01  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront 
       — these proceeds are given back to Bethlehem, First  
       Contact and Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 3,265.20  Money given for community outreach 

Leadership Fund  $20,000.00 

Mortgage Reduction $12,762.95  Money from envelopes that pay the mortgage 

Operating Account  $  2,477.29  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $     862.94  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $10,251.35 

Youth Group   $  1,100.16  Money earned by the youth  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer, at 787-8115 or 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

ALERT!!! 
Our popular Bethlehem Mexican Dinner is returning! 

The date:  Friday, April 8th, 2016 

SAVE THE DATE — and start working up an appetite! 
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March Worship Assistants 

March 6 10:30 a.m.      
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole      
Greeter(s): Ann Moodie 
Reader: Gail Ludwig   
Acolyte(s): Megan Pratt and Avery Tegt     
Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Chuck Enstrom 

March 13 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): The Leady Family 
Reader: Ann Moodie 
Acolyte(s): Anna Leady and Elsa Leady      
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Cindy Dougherty 
Altar Flowers: Frank & Joann Bush 

March 20 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): The Huneryager Family 
Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer 
Acolyte(s): Shea Ogle and Bryce Thoma      
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers: WELCA 

March 24 — Maundy Service 7:00 p.m.      
Assisting Minister:   Elliot Thostesen     
Reader:   Judith Peters 
Acolute(s):   Andrew Skalku and Megan Pratt 

March 25 — Good Friday  7:00 p.m.     
Assisting Minister:   Kendall Klaiber     
Reader:   Becky Cole 
Acollyte(s):   Addison Cole and Megan Pratt 

March 26 — Easter Vigil   7:00 p.m. 
Assisting Minister:   Jean Pass     
Readers:   Evie Edborg, Susan Collins, Andrew Skalku, Betty Peterson 
Crucifer:   Andrew Skalku 
Bible Bearer:   Megan Pratt 
Acolyte(s):   Alyssa Cole and Addison Cole 

March 27— Easter 6:00 a.m.   8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister:     Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s):     Shirley Wallace and Linda Peterson 
Reader:     Susan Collins 
Acolyte(s):     Addison Cole 
Counters: Al Gaston and Susan Zimnawoda     
Altar Flowers: Dan & Carla Coffman  

 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
March 12:  Kendall Klaiber 
March 19:  Jean Pass 
 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Debbie Kemp and Susan Hall 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Notes:  

 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 

  1 
11:00a   
Quilting 101 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

2 
10:00a  Alpha  
Bible Study 
 
5:45p Soup Supper 
6:30p Lent Service 
6:00p Girl Scouts 

3 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

Memorial 
Service 

Robert Martin 
 
 

NO EVENING SVC. 

6 
ONE SERVICE  
9:30a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship  
followed by Luncheon 

 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

7 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

8 
11:00a   
Quilting  101 
 
6:00p Stephen       
Ministry 
6:00p L.O.L. 
8:00p A.A. 

9 
 
10:00a  Alpha        
Bible Study 
 
5:30p Girl Scouts 
5:45p Soup Supper 
6:30p Lent Service 

10 
 
 
 
     
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class 

11 
 

 
 

 
 

12 

 
Baby Shower 

 
 
 

5:30p Worship (T) 

13 Daylight ST 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
Noon Girl Scouts 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

14 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible Study 
Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

15 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
 
 

8:00p A.A. 

16 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
 
5:45p Soup Supper 
6:30p Lent Service 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

17 
1:00p WELCA 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class 

18 

 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

20 Palm Sunday 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

22 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
6:00p Stephen Min. 
6:00p  L.O.L. 
8:00p A.A. 

23 

 
 
 

24 

Maundy 
Thursday 
7:00pm 

 
 

 25 

 Good 
Friday 
7:00pm 

 
 

26 

Easter 
Vigil 

7:00pm 
 
 

27 Easter 
6:00a Sunrise Svc. 
7:00a Brunch 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

28 
Office Closed 

 
Pastor Vacation 

thru April 6 
 
 
8:00p A.A 

29 
11:00a   
Quilting 101 
 
 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30p Girl Scouts 

31 
 
 
 
 

  

 

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
           Worship  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45am—Sunday School 
11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


