
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  
5:30pm Saturdays 
8:30am Sundays 
Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 
Sunday School 
9:45am Sunday 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Thursday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 The love and care of loved ones, friends, our congregation, strangers and 
healthcare professionals for weeks, months and years, by God’s grace 

 I am grateful for the opportunity to help my neighbor who is disabled. 
In my trips to the food pantry for him, I have also met many other de-
serving people and had the chance to open my heart to them as well. 

 A loving family 

 Born in the USA 

 A family of good health 

 Good neighbors 

 A great pastor 

 Opportunities 

 A safe community 

 As we start the new year, let us focus on 
remaining grateful in all circumstances. 
Below we con nue to share the thoughts of 
church members. Please con nue to take the 

me to prac ce gratefulness, and place any 
shareable comments in the box in the narthex. 

 God’s love 

 Family, friends, health 

 Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

 Sunshine 

 God’s forgiveness 

 Love 

 Good home 

 Long, late night conversations about the wonder of God with wonderful 
friends 

 I am thankful that we are blessed with such a good pastor. 

 The ability to turn my fears, worries, etc. over to God and know today, 
they will be resolved. 

 The understanding that when I am in a tough situation, all I have to say 
is “help” and know I have God’s support. 

 The ability to love and be loved by myself and others. 

 The miracle of a long, loving and supportive marriage. 
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Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 
 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
219-448-3278  

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 
 
Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 
 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS - Parish Nurse 
annmoodie@yahoo.com 
219-787-8182 (Home) or 219-405-1531 (Cell) 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 
Erik Grayvold, Pastor 

pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church Office 

906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

There are no words I can say to express my gratitude for the gifts that were given to 
the families in need this year.  

 Nine food baskets were given out.  

 Twelve children received gifts.  

 Eleven seniors had help with prescriptions via gift cards.  

 Rent was paid for a family that was evicted and a new place to 
live was found.  

God is at work! I know he will bless each of you for your kindness. 
I wish each of you could see the tears in the eyes of a mom who 
now has food for the holidays and gifts for under the tree for her 
children. This is what Christmas is all about.  

God love you all, 

Bea Beyer 
Social Committee 
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 This month’s article stems from a question regarding 
James 5.13-20, a passage that speaks heavily about prayer and 
what happens during prayer. The person’s original question has 
to do with prayer having healing properties such as James seems 
to be suggesting within this passage. She also hinted at asking 
what the purpose of lifting one up in prayer really is. She also 
wonders how we should lift people who are sick in prayer. Hope-
fully I can tackle this big request in one newsletter article. 
First of all does James say prayer has healing properties? The 
quick answer is yes and no. In James’s time, it was believed that 
prayer does have healing properties that God works in the prayer-
ful requests of sorts. However, even during that time, this belief 

was losing some popularity because as we all know, constant prayer will not always cure deadly dis-
ease in itself. However, two key phrases from James 5.14-15 are helpful in understanding these pas-
sages: the sick are anointed in the name of the Lord and the Lord shall raise them up. All actions 
point back to the one who is the source of life and salvation. We can look at this from modern per-
spective as such: medical advancement and treatment has come incredibly far in the last century. It 
took the God given gifts of scientific reasoning and intelligence as well as skill in order to advance as 
far as we have. In many ways, scientists have become explorers themselves in how God has created 
and fabricated the universe. God has given to these individuals the gifts to help understand our 
world better and to help us grow as a people to take care of others in new and fantastic ways. At the 
heart of this James passage is that God is at the heart of the prayers AND any other medical treat-
ment and working through the created world to bring healing to the sick. Now that being said, we 
cannot deny that God will and/or can throw a curve ball and work in ways beyond our understand-
ing. Prayer, however, has a centering responsibility first and foremost, that in the action of prayer, 
it is bringing the body of Christ together in all their gifts and strengths to look out for those who are 
sick and share in life with them. This James passage is within a section of James where he is remind-
ing people to act as they are allotted gifts for the betterment of God’s kingdom. Prayer becomes that 
which binds all those who act to bring healing before the source of healing itself: God. 

This already partially answers what the primary purpose of praying for the sick: to center 
those who do the healing, the person who is sick, or those who surround them both before the source 
of healing in the world: God. Modern science has come to admit the benefits of prayer and medita-
tion, thus proving what the religious have known for centuries: having conversation with the source 
of healing has a direct impact on one’s own well-being. Regardless of what we believe, we all are 
spiritual beings—social scientists even acknowledge this if the person is an atheist. We all crave for 
something beyond ourselves. It can even be understood more simply: even if we are incredibly intro-
verted, we feel a bit off if we go a long period of time without interacting in some way with another 
human being. We get lonely; not all animals on this planet get this way. We were created to be in 
relationship with one another, and we are called to be in relationship together with God. The very 
act of being in relationship with God has its own spiritual benefits simply because we know and hear 
the love God has for us in Jesus Christ. This James passage is especially explicit about this: prayer is 
not just a singular activity, but the body of Christ is meant to meet with one another and pray to-
gether as one whole body. Regardless if we are lay people or the ordained/consecrated, James makes 
it a point to say we are called together to prayer in all things, in joy and sorrow, sickness, and 
health, weakness and strength. 

 

Continued on next page 

Pastor Erik Grayvold….January 2016 
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Bread of Love Monthly Report 

   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 
Families Helped          4          4     31          70 
Rent         $595            $596           $3,276      $5,805  
Utilities Money                $1,083      $3, 059 
Items Sold          91                    79               1043        2215 
Total Sales      $1,186       $991                    $13,917    $29,640 
Items Listed         61         101   1122         3078 
Shipments           1                    2               44           73 

Profit is equal to sales minus cost. 
10% of profit is given each to First Contact and to BLC 

 Now for the practical way of doing this, which is also a very 
broad topic! There is no right or wrong way to lift up others in 
prayer. Some simply take a list and start off simply, “Please Lord 
be with…”. Another simple way is to even take the prayer of inter-
cession we use each week where we lift up the sick as a centering 
prayer for your own individual prayers (this can be received from 
Linda any time for any week). Some burn candles and say a prayer 
for those who are sick for every candle they light. Prayer groups 
often develop around a certain practice such as lighting candles, 
and consistently meet with a point of ritual to pray for those who 
are sick or in need of prayerful support. If you are just looking for 
a basic prayer I often suggest to others to follow an easy format. 

First you address God using whatever term you find helpful (God, creator, father, mother, Lord, 
Prince of Peace, etc). Second, you give a note of thanksgiving that acknowledges God’s power (we give 
you thanks for the healing power of your spirit etc etc). Finally you offer up the petition (please be 
with Daline who has recently went through surgery etc etc). 

Many times churches have small groups whose sole purpose is to pray and write prayers. In 
fact the prayers of intercession are supposed to be written by the people of the congregation, which 
is actually done at our 11 o’clock service. If there is an interest in building such a group, I would be 
more than willing to create one for people to come together for the task of prayer in all its forms and 
shapes. 

 

Pastor Erik Grayvold 
(continued from previous page) 

And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 
Matthew 21:22 

January 16 & 17 January 23 & 24 January 9 & 10 January 2 & 3 
Bross 

Huneryager 
Jaeger 
Burrus 

Adams 
Hartford 
Scheidt 

Hynek 
Kasten 
Black 

Households  Beings Prayed For in January 

January 30 & 31 
Butz 

Johnson, L. 
Becker 
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This month the appreciation corner is dedicated to Al Gaston. This past month, 
several community members have expressed to Pastor how much of an impact Al 
really has on the community in the many hats he has worn over the years. From 
the bottom of our hearts at Bethlehem and from the Duneland community, we 

express our thanks to you whether it is the Bread of Love project or many of the 
other philanthropy projects and service work you do in the community.   
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Appreciation Corner... 
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Appreciation Corner... 

 Greetings Congregation! Ann Moodie 
reporting for duty as your Parish Nurse. 

  Like Florence Nightingale, I have 
always felt that nursing is a wonderful way 
to witness the love of our Lord. There are 
many references in the Bible of the healing 
ministry of Jesus, who promoted wholeness 
of body, mind, and spirit better known as 
holistic care. Parish nursing is a movement 
that encourages churches to promote their 

role in health care which includes, but not limited to, healthy education, disease prevention 
and responding to crises. Ruth Ann Tuttle has done wonderful things in this role for years 
and we thank her so much. She will continue to help.  

 So, what can you expect? Monthly articles in the Beacon (“Nightingale News”), regular 
blood pressure screening, weight, visiting homebound or hospitalized members and being a 
source of health information. 

 I have been an RN for many years with the majority of my work in nursing education  
at PNC. I also have a “sidekick” who will assist me. My daughter, Lee Ann Leady, is also a 
Master’s prepared RN with clinical experience in psychiatric/mental health nursing and  
corporate health and wellness. 

 So, to start we will be doing blood pressure screening on Sunday, January 10 between 
services, in the financial office. 

Yours in Christ, 
Ann Moodie, RN, MS 
Phone 219.787.8182 (home) and 219.405.1531 (Cell — call or text) 

Call if you 
need me!! 
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The month of November saw a decrease in giving to 
our Mortgage Reduction Fund. Our monthly mortgage 
payment is $5,813.36. In October, a total of $4,430.00 
was given. Our mortgage balance currently is 
$228,671.27. There are approximately 34 more  
payments. Although we struggle some months to 
make our mortgage payment, we as a congregation 
are blessed by the gifts that God has given us. 
Please prayerfully consider your giving. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow — we 

have been able to take down 84 bricks from our picture in the narthex.  
Giving to the Operating Account was down from 2014. 
The balances in our various accounts as of November 30th are as follows – 
Audio Visual Fund  $       -0-  Money to be used for the installation of monitors; 
       this money has been transferred to savings 

Bread of Love  $     477.69  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon  
       store front — a portion of these proceeds is given 
       back to Bethlehem, First Contact in Valparaiso, 
       and transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 3,729.04  Money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be  
       used for community outreach and help 

Leadership Fund  $21,300.00 

Mortgage Reduction $15,283.67  Money from envelopes each week that pays the 
       mortgage 

Mortgage Reserve  $      - 0 -  Money from the sale of the old building — this  
       money has been transferred to the mortgage 
       reduction fund 

Operating Account  $   3,058.76  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $   1,044.36  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $   9,417.04 

Youth Group   $   1,100.16  Money earned by the youth from pancake suppers 
       and Easter breakfasts 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer, at  
219-787-8115 or marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

 Kindly let the church office know if you have moved so we can keep our 
records up to date.  Also, please e-mail the church office at 

  chestertonblc@gmail.com with your current email address 
so we can conveniently keep you informed with timely updates, 

as well as to receive this monthly newsletter. 
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January Worship Assistants 
January 3 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Jack & Betty Lindenmeyer  
Reader: Howard Peters   
Acolyte(s): Ian Leady      
Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Bob & Greta McKeough 

January 10 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Alyssa Cole 
Greeter(s): Nancy and Dean Miller 
Reader: Ruth Ann Tuttle 
Acolyte(s): Addison Cole       
Counters: Susan Zimnawoda and Cindy Dougherty 
Altar Flowers: Ruth Nidelchoff 
        
January 17 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Marilynne Dilley 
Reader: Ann Moodie 
Acolyte(s): Bryce Thoma       
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers:  
 
January 24 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Karan Smith 
Reader: Evie Edborg 
Acolyte(s): Megan Pratt and Avery Tegt 
Counters: Al Gaston and Susan Zimnawoda     
Altar Flowers:   
 
January 31 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole     Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Mark, Cindy, David, Mark and Loren Hodgkiss 
Reader: Judith Peters 
Acolyte(s): Jordan Huneryager and Paige Hancock 
Counters: Marlene Knapp     
Altar Flowers: Rich & Rhonda Klaiber  
 

 
Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 

 
January 2:   Kendall Klaiber  
January 9:  Jean Pass 
January 16:   Jean Pass 
January 23:   Jean Pass  
January 30:  Jean Pass 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 1 2 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

3 
8:30a Worship (T) 
 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

4 
 
 
6:00p Bible 
Study Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

5 
11:00a   
Quilting 101 
 
6:00p Stephen       
Ministry 
8:00p A.A. 

6 
  10:00a  Alpha  
Bible Study 
 
5:00p Choir Practice 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Worship Com 

7 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

10 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

11 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible 
Study Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

12 
11:00a   
Quilting  101 
 
 
 
6:00p L.O.L. 
8:00p A.A. 

13 
 
10:00a  Alpha        
Bible Study 
5:00p Choir Practice 
5:30p Girl Scouts 

5:30p Exec. Mtg. 
6:00p Council 

14 
 
 
 
     
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class 

15 
 

 
 

 
 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

17 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

18 
 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 
6:00p Bible 
Study Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

19 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 
6:00p Stephen 
           Ministry 
8:00p A.A. 

20 
 
10:00a  Alpha     
Bible Study 
 
5:00p Choir Practice 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

21 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class 

22 

 

 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

24 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

25 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible 
Study Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

26 
 
11:00a  Quilting       
                101 
 
6:00p  LOL  
8:00p A.A. 

27 

 
10:00a  Alpha     

Bible Study 
 
 
5:00p Choir Practice 

28 

 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
Class 

 29 
  

 

30 

Guest Preacher 
Pastor Erica 
Gibson-Even 
 
5:30p Worship (T) 

31 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

 
 
 
 

Notes:   
 
 
 

  

 

( T ) = Traditional  
           Worship 
( C ) = Contemporary  
           Worship  

Guest Preacher 
Pastor Erica 
Gibson-Even 
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45am—Sunday School 
11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


