
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACONTHE BETHLEHEM BEACON  
OCTOBER 2015OCTOBER 2015OCTOBER 2015   

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30pm Saturdays 

8:30am Sundays 

Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 

Sunday School 

9:45am Sunday 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

Those of you who were in one of the services a few 
weeks ago will recall Pastor and I speaking of the 

Stewardship campaign for the coming year. Our 
committee has chosen to do something very 
different this year. Our campaign will indeed 
be a year long, and will not include formal 

written pledges like we have done for so long. 

We are focusing on the blessings we each have in our lives. 
Those who were in  church were asked to take a few minutes to 

write down the things they are grateful for and remember each of these 
blessings are a gift from God. I must say we are truly amazed at some of 
the responses. Below are included some of them. We will be using many 
of these in various ways in the weeks to come: 

I do challenge each of you to think about your blessings each day 

and write them down to review periodically. 

God bless each of you,  

Ruth Ann Tuttle 

 That God actually loves us sinners 

 The beauties of nature that reflect God’s goodness and power 

 God’s gift of salvation 

 The opportunity to see children grow up to love and serve God 

 The love of a spouse that has grown so much deeper over many years 

 For food, love, God and friends 

 My family and church family 

 A thoughtful and loving husband 

 I will be 66 this month and God has provided me with everything I have ever 

needed. 

 Our ministry — Duneland Christian Living; amazed at how God works 

through you if you open up and let Him 

 My health is a huge blessing. Without it, I couldn’t be a supportive husband 

and father, a reliable resource for my home and community. 

 The will and desire to help my grandchild to become a willing and useful 

servant of God 

 Besides my wonderful family, I am most thankful for all my wonderful friends 

at Bethlehem Church. 

an 
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Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church  
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
(219) 448-3278  
 
Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

A heartfelt thank you to Chris Cole for the wonderful job he did in 

cutting the huge hole in the wall of the sanctuary to make room for 

the new second screen that was recently installed. What a 

beautiful job he did! 

We are so blessed as a congregation to have people with so many 

skills and talents, and the hearts to serve to go along with those 

gifts. Thank you so much for giving of your time and talent. 
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Appreciation Corner... 
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Appreciation Corner... 

The family of Fern Anderson would like to thank Pastor Erik for his 

visits and kindness during our mother’s illness. Also, thanks to the 

women of WELCA for the lovely funeral luncheon as well as everyone 

who brought food. Special thanks to Ruth Ann Tuttle for the many 

visits and bringing communion to Fern and Glenn and Lois Nicholson 

over many years.  And to our church family, thanks for all the 

prayers, cards, wishes and loving support during mom’s illness and passing. Your support is so  

appreciated. 

Gail Ludwig, Susan Hall, Pat Jackson and our families. 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:%28219%29%20448-3278
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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 On to the second of the requested article topics: creation and 

science. Now a disclaimer, this topic is actually something worth  

digging into on a much broader scale such as a class. It is also a very 

controversial topic to begin with. Can one be both a Christian and 

believe in evolution? The very basic answer to that question is “yes”, 

but before you leave this letter in frustration let us actually talk about 

the point of contention for a bit. The central problem for most people 

regarding evolution and Scripture has to do with the Genesis story. In 

these stories, God follows a particular pattern of creation, in which 

many of us are very familiar. However, there are a couple of things 

about these stories that some people do not know, and so I will go 

over some of these details. 

First of all, it should be noted that there are two different authors at work in the first three chapters 

of Genesis. It can already be noted that there is an odd contention between chapter 1 and 2; they seem to 

tell the same story two different way. Not only is this a dramatic shift in storytelling, but it is a dramatic 

shift in author. The first five books of the OT, and more notably Genesis, have several authors whose 

stories are pieced together to give us the book of Genesis. This is especially true in the first half of Genesis 

in the epic stories leading up to Abraham, like the flood story and the Tower of Babylon. Like any author, 

both authors have a main point behind their story, and wanted to answer deeper questions then the “hows” 

of creation within the first two chapters of Genesis. 

The first chapter of Genesis leads up with images void of nothingness, and out of this nothingness 

comes all things from the hand of God. In all actuality, the Big Bang theory follows the same premise that 

all of creation is created ex nihilo that is, out of nothing. Christianity has believed that since the beginning! 

The Big Bang Theory is actually among the first scientific theories to actually follow along with this 

belief. While the text continues on to spell out a process, the story is not actually focused on the process, 

but rather the primary speaker and the patterns of speech from the main character. In fact, looking through 

a Hebrew lens, the actual process is completely secondary to the primary actor and the words that are 

spoken. The story revolves completely around God’s declarations, and God’s affirmations of creation. The 

whole point of Genesis 1 is to NAME the author of creation, and to reveal the author’s APPROVAL of 

creation. God follows a pattern in the text of creation and then approval. The whole entire point of the first 

chapter of Genesis is not the intricate “hows” of the text, but rather the WHO and RESPONSE.  

The second and third chapter actually has little to do with creation but actually more to answer the 

following questions: “why do human beings form families?” and “what is sin?” The first question is 

actually a simple and quick question that speaks to the human need to be in community. The author of 

Genesis 2-3 makes the argument that we are all a part of each other, and so we form families that grow and 

continue the traditions of bonding to one another. What these family structures look like has actually 

changed throughout history through the various forms of marriage and community identity formation, but 

the point is that God created us to be in community with one another. The more important question comes 

in chapter 3 where the fruit of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is offered to the human beings in the gar-

den so that they can be like [G?]god (see Genesis 3.1-5). This moment when the first humans take the fruit 

becomes the first act of rebellion against God thus sin becomes defined as the rebellion or turning away 

from God as the source of life. The first three chapters of Genesis form the theological foundation of 

Jewish understanding of humans and their relationship to God, and we as Christians have inherited this 

theological heritage from them. 

 

Continued on next page 

Pastor Erik Grayvold….October 2015 
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 As we can see, the stories are much bigger than the specific details of the 

“hows” of creation. Instead they are meant to answer deeper theological questions 

about the nature of the world and our relationship to the creator of the said world. 

In many ways the original hearers did not really care for the “hows” of creation, 

but they cared more for the theological truths revealed about God within the story 

that happened.  

 Now this particular interpretation sets itself up for some critique because 

then it begs the question “if we do not believe this is exactly how creation 

happened, what is to say something else is not historically factual such as the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.” For some, the denial of the resurrection is a comfort-

able place, for me personally, it is not. How I reconcile the above view of Genesis with a belief in the 

resurrection looks like this: we cannot honestly speak of someone being revealed the answers to creation 

because even human beings were not truly in the beginning, only God was. However, we have been 

witnesses to the resurrection. People in this world have witnessed Jesus Christ risen from the dead, walk-

ing on this earth, and continues to do so through the Holy Spirit. The Gospel could not be spread had it not 

been revealed first, and that is the difference between creation history and salvation history. Creation 

history extends before human beings even existed, a literal interpretation of the Genesis story would have 

to agree with that along with scientific thought. However, God chose to enter into time and space in order 

to save the creation from its sentence of death due to its rebellion after creation. This is something that 

God has chosen to reveal to us directly as the disciples became the first apostles: those who were sent out 

to proclaim the Good News of the resurrection. 

Getting back to the question at hand “can we reconcile a belief in evolution/scientific theory?” The 

answer is yes, because the Bible and scientific theory are trying to answer two very different questions. 

The Bible is trying to answer the big “who” and “who is this being to the world” questions along with 

humanities responses to this “who” and “what this ‘who’ has done in the world.” Scientific theory cares 

more about the “hows” and “what” questions of creation, and sometimes those theories do indeed collide 

with the “who” questions of the Bible. However, we can affirm from Scripture that we believe is the heart 

of all creation, and in creating us as human beings, God has given us the ability to use logic and reason as 

well as use our senses to measure and observe the world around us. These are ways that God has given us 

to encounter the world and to explore the wonders of creation. Scientific theory does not actually hinder 

our ability to understand God, but rather it enables to understand the depth and majesty of God’s creation 

in this world. 

For some, what has been written in this newsletter article will be hard to swallow. These are 

interpretations of one theologian among many others who would argue in different direction than I would 

on this topic. However, we as the body Christ understand ourselves to be bigger than that, that we are not 

limited to one thought process, but that the Holy Spirit can truly work through multiple views and work in 

us despite difference of views over Scripture. At the heart of all of this is truly the one living God who 

became incarnate in this world to die so that we may be raised again by the Holy Spirit in the resurrection. 

 

Pastor Erik Grayvold 

(continued from previous page) 

Households  Beings Prayed For in October 

 

October 10 & 11 October 17 & 18 October 24 & 25 October 3 & 4 

Reitz 

Sabinske 

Pratt 

Dille 

LaHayne 

DeHem 

Laeder 

Kemp 

Oct. 31 & Nov. 1 

Peterson 

Nagel 
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Bread of Love Monthly Report 

   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 

Families Helped          2           1     27          64 

Rent                    $260           $2,043      $4,804 

Utilities       $472                         $1,050      $2,745          

Sales Items         141                  129               1006        1951 

Sales       $1,949      $845                    $13,131     $26,107 

Listings         223         223   1069         3215 

Shipments           5                    7                   44           76 

         *A percent of sales goes to paying expenses, commissions, and contributions to First Contact and BLC. 

Please join the Women of the 
ELCA on Thursday, October 15 

at 1:00pm for their monthly 
WELCA meeting. If you need 

transportation, please call the 
church and arrangements will 

be made. 

Also, please keep in mind, that the WELCA Holiday Market will be on Saturday, November 
14 from 9am to Noon. This year our selection of goods will all be donated items that are 

new and in need of that perfect home. Now is the time to donate items that you may have 
received as a gift, but it wasn’t something you needed or could use or in keeping with your 
style.  Or just something that you couldn’t pass up when shopping but found out you don’t 

really have a use for it. Even clothing that still has a tag on it will be accepted. 

As you get your home ready for the holidays, please keep the Holiday Market in mind. More 
details will be coming in next month’s Beacon and the weekly announcements. 

Property Committee Update 

Our shed project was scheduled to begin the first weekend in October. However, during 

the annual inspection of our furnaces/air conditioners that was conducted in late Septem-

ber, we found out that two of our smaller air conditioning units were in need of $1800 of 

repair work (each). Also, our big unit that controls the sanctuary temperatures had a 

serious problem that will end up costing approximately $4,000.  

In order to keep our facility working properly, the work will be done on one of 

the smaller units and the large unit. The second unit will be repaired next 

year. The shed project will be put on hold until later this fall or next spring. 

We Love Your Ideas! 
We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial 
to our congregation or programs/events you would like to see in 
our church, please share them.  
 
Please feel free to write them down and put them in the basket in 
the back of the church or e-mail Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com. 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

AUGUST 2015 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The church council met August 12,  2015 and the meeting called to order at 6:00pm. The president was in the chair and 

the secretary present. Mrs. Coffman was absent. 

Pastor Grayvold opened with devotion of John 6 and prayer. 

The July 2015 council minutes were presented and Mr. Gaston moved to accept the minutes as presented. Seconded by 

Mrs. Edborg and carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Knapp presented the August 2015 financial reports. There was a mortgage shortage in July. 

 Mrs. Smith moved to accept the report as presented, seconded by Mrs. Beyer and carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  21 meetings, 3 classes, 7 visits, and 2 pastoral acts. Confirmation Camp and VBS went very well. Spe-

cial thanks to Mrs. Coffman and Miss Bontrager for assisting with Confirmation Camp. 

 Pastor reported that he may not attend Confirmation Camp next year, but would like to take some of the church 

members with special developmental disabilities to a special week at Lake Luther. Depending on scheduling, 

may attend both. 

 Pastor also reported that in late summer in 2016, he is representing our conference at a church wide convention. 

 Confirmation will begin September 3, 2105 and High School Luther League September 8, 2015. 

Worship Committee:  Services will go back to fall and winter schedule. 

 August 23, 2015 will be Rally Day. At all services, backpacks will be blessed for elementary students. Pastor is 

planning something for middle and high school students. 

 The worship leaders have been working on different ideas for the the three services. 

 God’s Work Our Hands will be scheduled earlier in 2016. 

 The committee is evaluating a Bethlehem, community, morning, Thanksgiving service. 

 When both screens in the sanctuary are functioning, different altar and searing configurations are possible. The 

committee is seeking an individual with special visualization to manage this task. 

Stewardship Committee:   A new Stephen Ministry class will start September 14, 2015. 

Property Committee:  Bids are still being solicited for the garage concrete floor. 

 Mr. Bush obtained a permit to fill in the ditch in front of the church and contacted Brad Perry Excavating to do-

nate the fill. A thank you note will be sent. 

 As a result of the burglary, the security system is being re-evaluated. More motion detectos, lights (inside and 

out) and additional upgraded cameras may be required. 

 Additional landscaping rocks will be placed where needed. Volunteers are welcomed. 

Christian Education:  A Sunday school rally picnic will be held August 22, 2015 following the 5:30 service. 

 The second Sunday of every month, Sunday school parents and children will be invited to attend a family-

oriented Sunday school. 

Outreach:  No report. 

Social Committee:  Mrs. Beyer reported that a meeting will be held this month for honoring T.O.P. 

Bread of Love:  One family assisted $260.00 for rent. 

 223 items were listed, 7 shipments and 129 items sold for $845.00. 

Old Business:  A cell tower petition is available in the narthex for signatures. August 26, 2015 at 7:00pm a meeting will 

be scheduled with church members, surrounding neighbors and SBA representatives. 

(cont.’d from previous page) 
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An Easy Way to Give 
Do you enjoy shopping on the 

Internet? Does helping Bethlehem 

earn extra money sound good? 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Bethlehem Lutheran Church whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same 

service. Support Bethlehem by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com. 

If there are questions, please contact Al Gaston at gastonam@comcast.net or 926-4322. 

 
Newsletter Topics 

Do you have a question on  
theology? Do you have any 
questions on the Bible? Is there 
anything going on in the church 
that you would like more 
information on?  

Pastor Erik is in need of ideas 
for his monthly quest of article 
writing for the church newsletter 
and would like to offer church 
members the opportunity to 
offer input in this area. If you 
have any topic suggestions or 
ideas, feel free to either contact 
Pastor by phone or email, or if 
you prefer anonymity, just drop 
your suggestion or question in 
the offering plate. 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

AUGUST 2015 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING (cont.’d from previous page) 

New Business:  WELCA is planning a rummage sale August 8, 2015 from 9:00am — 12:00pm. No clothes please. 

 Mrs. Edborg would like to start a recycling program. 

 Dates in November are being reviewed for scheduling another Jonathan Rundman concert. 

 It is undecided if the Mexican dinner will be held. 

 Members, groups, etc. will be asked to do a confirmation of faith. 

Meeting ended with the Lord’s prayer. 

Mrs. Beyer moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Fancher and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:58pm.  

       Ron Ludwig,  
 Secretary 

mailto:gastonam@comcast.net
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The month of August saw a de-

crease in giving to our Mortgage 

Reduction Fund. Our monthly  

mortgage payment is $5,813.36. 

In August, a total of $4,675.00 

was given, of which $460.00 were 

memorials. Our mortgage balance 

currently is $244,126.46. There 

are approximately 37 more pay-

ments. Although we struggle 

some months to make our mort-

gage payment, we as a congrega-

tion are blessed by the gifts that 

God has given us. Please prayer-

fully consider your giving. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow — we have been able to take down 72 bricks 

from our picture in the narthex.  

Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2014. 

The balances in our various accounts as of August 31st
 
are as follows – 

Audio Visual Fund  $     358.94  Money to be used for the installation of monitors 

in        the church sanctuary 

Bread of Love  $     471.11  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon 

store       front — a portion of these proceeds is given back 

to        Bethlehem, First Contact in Valparaiso, and 

       transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 3,956.42  Money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be 

used        for community outreach and help 

Leadership Fund  $24,600.00 

Mortgage Reduction $14,967.75  Money from envelopes each week that pays the 

       mortgage 

Mortgage Reserve  $  5,100.00  Money from the sale of the old building 

Operating Account  $  2,245.93  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $     973.11  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $ 19,653.48 

Youth Group   $   2,401.65  Money earned by the youth from pancake suppers 

       and Easter breakfasts 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer, at 787-

8115 or marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 
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October Worship Assistants 

October 4 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Billie & Don Burrus and Shirley Wallace  

Reader: Reynold Wolter   

Acolyte(s): Jordan Huneryager    Andrew Skalku    

Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers: Nancy Miller 

October 11 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Kendall Klaiber    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Nancy and Dean Miller      

Reader: Jan LaHayne       

Acolyte(s): Ian Leady     Kendall Klaiber    
Counters: Cindy Dougherty and Susan Zimnawoda 

Altar Flowers: Marlene Knapp 

        
October 18 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole     Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Dave & Bev Stegeman 

Reader: Ann Moodie 

Acolyte(s): Shea Ogle     Hannah Hall    
Counters: Carla Coffman 

Altar Flowers: Audra Peterson 

 

October 25 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Reader: Evie Edborg 

Acolyte(s):       Jeremy Laeder 
Counters: Al Gaston and Susan Zimnawoda 

Altar Flowers: Mary Gulbransen 

 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
October 3:   Roger LaHayne  

October 10:   Jean Pass 

October 17:  Jean Pass 

October 24:   Jean Pass 

October 31:   Susan Collins 

 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Linda Peterson and Wendy Scheidt 

The 2015 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board across 

from the church office. If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please 

have your dedication and $30 check payable to “WELCA” turned in 

to the church office or along with your Sunday offering at least a 

week ahead of time. Thank you! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional ( T ) = Traditional   

                      WorshipWorship  

( C ) = Contemporary ( C ) = Contemporary   

                      Worship Worship   

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 
 

6:00p Confirmation 

Class 

2 

 
 

 

 

 

3 

 
 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

4 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

5 

 
 

6:00p Bible 

Study Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

6 
11:00a   

Quilting 101 
 

6:00p Stephen       

Ministry 

8:00p A.A. 

7 
  10:00a  Alpha  

Bible Study 

 

5:00p Choir Practice 

6:00p Worship Com 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

8 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

Class 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

11 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

12 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Bible 

Study Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

13 
11:00a   

Quilting  101 
 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

14 
 

10:00a  Alpha     

Bible Study 

5:00p Choir Practice 

5:30p Girl Scouts 

5:30p Exec. Com. 

6:00p Council 

15 
 

1:00p WELCA 

 

     

 

6:00p Confirmation 

Class 

16 
 

 
 

 
 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

18 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

11:00a Girl Scouts 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

19 
 

 

 

6:00p Bible 

Study Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

20 
 

11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 

6:00p Stephen 

           Ministry 

8:00p A.A. 

21 

 

 

10:00a  Alpha     

Bible Study 

 

5:00p Choir Practice 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

22 
 

Confirmation  

Class 

to Wartburg 

23 

 

Confirmation  

Class 

to Wartburg 

24 
 

Confirmation  

Class 

to Wartburg 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

25 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

26 
 

 

 

6:00p Bible 

Study Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

27 
 

11:00a  Quilting       
                101 

 

8:00p A.A. 

28 

 

10:00a  Alpha     

Bible Study 

 

5:00p Choir Practice 

6:30p Girl Scouts 

29 

 
 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

Class 

 30 

  

 

31 

 
 

  

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

Notes:   

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 1 Thessalonians 5:18
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45am—Sunday School 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

