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Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30pm Saturdays 

8:30am Sundays 

Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 

Sunday School 

9:45am Sunday 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

WELCA….Because of your generosity we raised 

approximately $800 in our Trash and Treasure 

event.  

Almost all of the items donated were 

purchased and the baked goods were great. 

All of the women of the church worked extra 

hard making my job easy. 

However, we could not have done this without the help of our  

“WELCA Angels”:  Al Wilson, Dave Stegeman, Jeri Kasten and Skip Beyer.  

May God bless each of you for your support. ~ Bea Beyer 

 

Do you feel thankful when a project has been successfully completed? We 

have finally had the second screen installed in the sanctuary to assist with 

worship services. The Church Council would like to acknowledge Al Gaston 

for all of his efforts and time associated with this project. As members of 

Bethlehem congregation, we have many opportunities to show appreciation 

to our members and to sing praises to God for all that He has given us. The 

cost of the installation and equipment for the second screen was approxi-

mately $9,000.00. We have paid for this expense by using money from the 

AV Fund and borrowing from our savings account. Please contribute any 

amount that you are able to in order to repay our savings. Please mark your 

contribution ‘AV purchase’. 
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Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church  
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
(219) 448-3278  
 
Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Since I usually work during the day, I do not get a chance to get into the church during those 

times. However, over the summer I was able to get in quite a bit during the day for various 

reasons. It amazes me to see so many people who volunteer their time to come in and work 

around the church. These people take away from their own time to make our church beautiful 

and help make it run smoothly. These people also range in age from our youth to our seniors 

and often times work together on different projects. I just want to give a huge thank you  

“shout out” to all the people who volunteer their time to make Bethlehem Lutheran 

a beautiful and welcoming place for us to worship together. 

      Peace be with you all, 

         Becky 
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Appreciation Corner... 
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Appreciation Corner... 

Thank you for the prayers, cards, and the calls while 

Randy was in the hospital. He will be going to Loyola in 

Chicago for further treatment. Kindly continue to keep 

Randy in your prayers. Thanks. 

                                              God’s Love, 

                                                         The Skalkus 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:%28219%29%20448-3278
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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 Death is scary. There is no way around it. Throughout our 

lives we experience death in many different ways. There are the 

obvious places like our own death or death of a family 

member, but we react the same way to lost relationships, 

abilities due to age or injury, or our vocations very much in the 

same way. It reveals to us that in creation God’s intention for us 

was not for us to experience death, but instead to experience life 

together with all of creation. Death’s power often lies in the fear it 

causes, and this is where human beings can run into 

issues or have the greatest disruption in our lives. 

 In the first of requested newsletter articles, I have been 

asked to speak on the fear of death. While like I mentioned above, the fear of death is broad, I was 

specifically requested to speak about the fear we all have over our own physical death. I will be 

speaking rather frankly about a topic that might be a problem for some folks, and so if this is a topic 

that has some 

discomfort for you, you may want to not read this and instead actually come talk to me about the 

subject. The reality is that we all die, and death will always play a part somehow in our life even if 

only for our own death. When it comes to our death there are actual patterns that we 

follow as human beings when it comes to death. 

 For some, it is a focus on what happens when the body is laid to rest. Some people do not like 

the idea of being trapped in a coffin underground, even though they are dead. For some this may 

seem ridiculous, but it is a real fear, and many people have it. Most often the easiest fix for someone 

with this fear is to make arrangements for cremation of the body. However, for some people the idea 

of being cremated is worse than being buried and so attention needs to be paid in this situation as 

well. Other options can be explored and are allowed by the church from 

donating the body to science to being buried underneath a sapling tree. Related to this is the fear of 

being decomposed, which can be solved by the exploration of other options. For this 

particular set of fears, there are a lot of options that help deal with the fear simply by talking it out 

and looking at all the things that can be done with the body when one dies. There are new ways be-

ing developed every day and chances are there will be something that someone who has this fear will 

find more comforting. 

In this same category is also fear of the afterlife. For some, the only fear that lies in death is 

what happens afterwards. Speaking cross-culturally, this is actually true regardless of one’s geo-

graphical, theological/spiritual, intellectual, or cultural heritage. Across time people have all wanted 

to answer this question. This is a tough one to answer because the honest answer is that we do not 

know for sure, at least scientifically. Speaking theologically from our Christian 

heritage, we are given the promise of the resurrection and God’s transformative power taking control 

of us and clothing us in the glory of Christ. Luther teaches that we are to take joy in this promise in 

the assurance of God’s faithfulness to us even if it is not that clear. However, like all things, fear can 

sometimes be so powerful that it is tough to hear this promise, and have faith in it. 

There is also the fear of the dying process. Nobody dies the same way. For some it is quick 

and smooth in sleep, and for others it can be a traumatic experience. This can happen with someone 

who has seen others die and has not had time to process the reality of that experience fully, espe-

cially if it was a very painful death. This is a tough one to deal with for both the person dying as well 

as the family because often times the person who is dying will want to end things quicker and on 

their own terms, which scares family members. In many ways, this fear stems from the feelings re-

lated to losing control. In the dying process many people lose control of everything from their simple 

daily tasks to their bowels. Patience becomes a strong burden for everyone who has this fear because 

the loss of control drives them to want to take control of the dying process for themselves and on 

their own terms.          

 

Pastor Erik Grayvold….September 2015 

Continued on next page 
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Households  Beings Prayed For in September 

 

September 12 & 13 September 19 & 20 September 26 & 27 September 5 & 6 

Smith, O. 

Wolter 

Stegemann 

Taubert 

Smith, A. 

Vela 

Tegt 

Gaston 

Zaideman, J. 

Klaiber, Rachel 

Rehtorik 

Peterson, G. 

The other set of fears are more “outer” focus. These are the 

fears regarding disappointment in ones accomplishments or 

the fear of leaving people behind. For some people, there is a 

fear that they did not do the right things in life or they are 

leaving with regrets. This happens a lot with people who take 

a longer time to die because they spend more time thinking 

about their lives. What helps in these situations is actually 

talking about it with someone who is open to listen to the 

person. Unfortunately family members are not as helpful in 

these situations because they are dealing with their own 

grief. The other side of this type of fear is the fear of leaving 

family and friends behind. A lot of people who have spent 

their lives as a “provider” (in all the forms that that takes) 

often develop this tendency. They worry about their family’s 

needs and whether or not they will be provided for after the 

person has died. In my experiences, this is the second easiest fear to deal with after the fear of 

setting the body to rest both for the family and the one who is dying. With the help of a trusted 

friend, pastor, or counselor of some sort, the family can be invited into this dialogue and share in 

this tough conversation together. While this may be uncomfortable for some, it is actually in-

credibly helpful in the grieving process for all in involved because it gives the opportunity to 

name the issues at hand and allow assurance from all parties involved to know the depth of love 

among them. These times become Holy moments, in which the Holy Spirit acts as a bond of love 

among the people involved that will give memories for the time when the individual who is 

dying dies. 

 These are only just a few of the fears that people experience, and it is not meant to speak 

to all the fears, nor the diversity that is out there. Instead I just hope people come to know that 

it is okay to have a fear of death, even if it does seem to you or others to be outrageous. Chances 

are you are not the only one who has that fear, and you do not need to be alone in that fear. If 

you are interested more in this topic I would recommend you read the book Tuesdays with 

Morrie by Mitch Albom where the writer speaks about his experiences of walking through the 

dying process with Morrie. It is in story form so it is incredibly easy to read, though often the 

themes may take some time to sit back and ponder. Also, I highly encourage families to speak 

together with each about their wishes concerning death, even if you are young (both in body and 

spirit!). I have set together my own wishes, and my family knows them. At some point I will set 

up the liturgy for them as well. If you wish to come to me and talk about funerals and your  

wishes, please feel free to make an appointment with me. Several members have already sat 

down with me and made their funeral wishes known, and it will save their family members a lot 

of time during the funeral planning process. Like I said, I have done it! It is a good thing to have 

ready and it can be a great gift to your family!  

 

Pastor Erik Grayvold 

(continued from previous page) 
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Bread of Love Monthly Report 

   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 

Families Helped          1           4     27          62 

Rent        $260       $300           $2,143      $4,804 

Utilities               $204                    $578      $2,273          

Sales Items         129                    75    953        1810 

Sales        $845      $845                    $12,488     $24,138 

Listings         223         117   1069         2992 

Shipments           7                    5                   39           71 

         *A percent of sales goes to paying expenses, commissions, and contributions to First Contact and BLC. 

Thanks to everyone who was able to help with the storefront this month. We were near the top of activities in every category. 

We should try to continue a strong effort because the Liberty Township Trustee ran out of relief money in July. 

Please join the Women of the ELCA on Thursday, 
September 17 at 1:00pm for their monthly WELCA 
meeting. If you need transportation, please call the 

church and arrangements will be made. 

Property Committee Update 

The committee is continuing work on ongoing projects — the broken window in the  

sanctuary, the shade material for the door in the sanctuary, the dirt piles in front 

of the church, the pile of rocks, and the garage.  

The second screen has been installed and is working. Looks great! 

Anyone who wishes to help with any of these projects, 

please call Carla Coffman at 926-7990 or the church office at 926-5596.  

All volunteers are greatly appreciated. 

There is some interest in a Thanks-

giving morning service. We would 

like to have some thoughts from the 

congregation on this service. We have 

an information box in the narthex. If 

you would like to, put your thoughts 

in there, or please speak to one of the 

worship committee members on this 

matter. 

We Love Your Ideas! 
We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial 
to our congregation or programs/events you would like to see in 
our church, please share them.  
 
Please feel free to write them down and put them in the basket in 
the back of the church or e-mail Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com. 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

JULY 2015 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The church council met July 8, 2015 and meeting called to order at 6:04pm. The president was in the chair and the 

secretary present. Mrs. Coffman, Mrs. Smith and Pastor Grayvold were absent. 

Meeting opened with prayer. 

The June 2015 council minutes were approved as corrected. Moved by Mrs. Fancher, seconded by Mrs. Tuttle and 

carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Knapp presented the July 2015 financial reports. Ten ‘bricks’ ($10,000.00) were removed from 

the Mortgage Reduction display. Mr. Gaston moved to accept the report as presented, seconded by Mrs. Beyer 

and carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  21 meetings, 8 classes, 4 visits, and one pastoral act. Luther League is up and running. 

Worship Committee:   

Stewardship Committee:   Monthly meetings are being held with pastor, ministers of communion and those who visit 

shut-ins. Cards are trying to be sent for birthdays and special occasions. More volunteers are welcomed for 

addressing and mailing cards. 

 The committee sponsored the Basket of Promise program and sent 61 kits to the Philippines. Thanks to all who 

supported this endeavor. 

 Stephen Ministry is active visiting shut-ins except for one individual who has a care taker. We hope to begin an-

other training association combined with Trinity soon after Labor Day. 

Property Committee:  No report. 

Christian Education:  An ice cream social will be held Sunday, July 12, 2015 at 7:00pm as a prelude to Vacation Bible 

School. Vacation Bible School will begin July 13, 2015 and end July 17, 2015. Kitchen help is still needed. 

Outreach:  Toiletries are still being collected for Shady Side. Donations can be put in the baskets located in the Youth 

Room. 

 Thank you notes were sent to the merchants who contributed gift cards for the silent auction. 

 The congregation is anxious to hear from the Confirmands about the activities participation. 

 An Octoberfest is under consideration instead of the “Fall Fling”. This will be an adult event. A meeting will be 

held July 26, 2015 to plan for the event. 

Social Committee:  Mrs. Beyer reported that support at Shady Side is an ongoing project. 

Bread of Love:  Four families were assisted in July 2015.  $300.00 for rent and $400.00 contributed for utilities. 

 117 items were listed and 75 items sold for $845.00. 

Old Business:  A meeting will be held by the Zoning Committee Thursday, July 23, 2015 at 6:00pm relating to the SBC 

Communication tower. Twelve congregation members need to be present. Mr. George Maney (who installed these 

type of towers) will be present to provide technical support. 

 Mrs. Knapp moved that Mr. Gaston be allowed to proceed with the purchase and installation for the right side 

audio-visual screen for the sanctuary. Funds are to come from the Audio-Visual budget, donations to the Audio-

Visual fund and a loan from the savings account. Seconded by Mrs. Fancher and carried. 

New Business:  WELCA is planning a rummage sale August 8, 2015 from 9:00am — 12:00pm. No clothes. 

 There is a problem with older entrance doors not locking. 

Meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. 

Mrs. Beyer moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Fancher and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.  

       Ron Ludwig,  
 Secretary 
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The month of July saw a decrease in giving to our 

Mortgage Reduction Fund. Our monthly  

mortgage payment is $5,813.36. In July, a total of 

$4,202.00 was given, of which $270.00 were 

memorials. Our mortgage balance currently is 

$249,242.28. There are approximately 38 more 

payments. Although we struggle some months to 

make our mortgage payment, we as a congrega-

tion are blessed by the gifts that God has given 

us. Please prayerfully consider your giving. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow — 

we have been able to take down 64 bricks from our picture in the narthex.  

Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2014. 

The balances in our various accounts as of July 31st
 
are as follows – 

Audio Visual Fund  $    349.94  Money to be used for the installation of monitors in 

       the church sanctuary 

Bread of Love  $     434.69  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon store

       front — a portion of these proceeds is given back to 

       Bethlehem, First Contact in Valparaiso, and 

       transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 3,956.42  Money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be used 

       for community outreach and help 

Leadership Fund  $24,600.00 

Mortgage Reduction $16,106.11  Money from envelopes each week that pays the 

       mortgage 

Mortgage Reserve  $  5,100.00  Money from the sale of the old building 

Operating Account  $      -14.36  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $     889.97  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $ 21,552.41 

Youth Group   $   2,401.65  Money earned by the youth from pancake suppers 

       and Easter breakfasts 

An Easy Way to Give 
Do you enjoy shopping on the 

Internet? Does helping Bethlehem 

earn extra money sound good? 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to Bethlehem Lutheran Church whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same 

service. Support Bethlehem by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com. 

If there are questions, please contact Al Gaston at gastonam@comcast.net or 926-4322. 

mailto:gastonam@comcast.net
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September Worship Assistants 

September 6 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Alyssa Cole     Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Mary Lou Cole  

Reader: Joni Wainovich   

Acolyte(s): Addison Cole    Andrew Skalku    

Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers: Grayson O’Rourke 

September 13 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Dot Woods      

Reader: Gail Ludwig       

Acolyte(s): Ian Leady     Kendall Klaiber    
Counters: Cindy Dougherty and Susan Zimnawoda 

Altar Flowers: Grayson O’Rourke 

        
September 20 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Linda Peterson 

Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer 

Acolyte(s): Megan Pratt    Riley Hall    
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 

Altar Flowers: Nadia Komp 

 

September 27 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Brian & Julie Tegt Family 

Reader: Anna Leady 

Acolyte(s): Anna Leady     Jeremy Laeder 
Counters: Al Gaston and Susan Zimnawoda 

Altar Flowers: Joanne Cubberley 

 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
September 5:   Jean Pass  

September 12:   Kendall Klaiber 

September 19:  Jean Pass 

September 26:   Kendall Klaiber 

 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Audra Peterson and Vickie Fancher-Keller 

The 2015 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board 

across from the church office. If you are sponsoring 

Altar Flowers, please have your dedication and $30 check 

payable to “WELCA” turned in to the church office or along 

with your Sunday offering at least a week ahead of time. 

Thank you! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional ( T ) = Traditional   

                      WorshipWorship  

( C ) = Contemporary ( C ) = Contemporary   

                      Worship Worship   

1 
 

11:00a   

Quilting  101 
 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

2 
 

 
 

 

6:00p Worship & 

Music Committee 

3 

 

 
 

 

4 

 
 

 

 

 

5 

 
 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

6 
8:30a Worship (T) 

 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

7 

 
 

6:00p Bible 

Study    Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

8 
11:00a   

Quilting  101 
6:00p Luther League 

6:30p Stephen       

Ministries 

8:00p A.A. 

9 
  10:00a  Alpha  

Bible Study 

5:00p Choir Practice 

5:30p Girl Scouts 

5:30p Exec. Comm 

6:00p Council 

10 
Pastor out of 

town 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

7:00p Confirma-

tion Class Picnic 

13 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

14 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Bible 

Study    Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

15 
11:00a   

Quilting  101 
 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

16 
 

 

 

10:00a  Alpha     

Bible Study 

5:00p Choir Practice 

17 
 

1:00p WELCA 

 

     

 

6:00p First 

Confirmation Class 

18 
 

Pastor out of 

town 
 

 

19 

Guest Pastor 

John Santoro 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
Guest Pastor 

John Santoro 

8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

21 
 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

 

22 
 

11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 

6:30p Stephen 

           Ministries 

8:00p A.A. 

23 

 

 

10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

 

5:00p Choir Practice 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation   

Class 

25 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

27 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship © 

Pastoral Conference 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

28 
 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

29 
 

11:00a  Quilting       
                101 

 

8:00p A.A. 

30 

 

10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

 

5:00p Choir Practice 

6:30p Girl Scouts 

 
 

 

 

 

   

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

Notes:   
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45am—Sunday School 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

