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Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30pm Saturdays 

9:30am Sundays 

Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

SUMMER 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

“You shall love the 

Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with 

all your might!”-  

Deuteronomy 6.5 

 These words 

from Moses to the 

Israelites after leaving 

Egypt are a reminder 

of whose they were, 

 after Moses would 

leave them to continue 

their wanderings in the 

wilderness. This year’s Vacation Bible School theme focuses on the claim 

that God has for us in Jesus Christ: a claim of love that is revealed 

throughout scripture. This love is not just the love God has for us, but it is 

also a love that calls to live in love for one another as Jesus summarizes 

the whole of the Law as “love God and love your neighbor.” This year’s 

theme will play alongside different Old Testament characters who experi-

enced this love in their lives and how they were called to demonstrate 

love in their lives. 

 Vacation Bible School will once again be run by the Luther Road 

group out of Lutheran Outdoor Ministries. We will kick things off with an 

ice cream social on July 12th at 7:00. Anna Sloss is the leader this year 

from camp and will be coming with four other young adults to lead our 

youth through this week of fun and games revolving around the theme of 

“A Love that Never Ends.” During the week, Pastor Erik and/or Clare 

Bontrager will be onsite to represent leadership from Bethlehem during 

the week. Camp will be July 13th through the 17th from 9:00am to 4:00pm 

and on Friday 9:00am to noon for those who are kindergarten through 6th 

grade. We will be adding a Teenager night on July 15th at 6:00pm to 

8:00pm for our completed 7th graders through completed 12th graders. 

Registration sheets can be picked up at the church office. Costs will be 

$25 for the first child and $5 for each additional child to help pay for 

lunch and snacks. Please contact Pastor if you need help with the costs or 

wish to volunteer for the week in cooking, playing games, or spending 

time with the kids. Registration sheets are included in this newsletter, 

available at the church, or were sent out electronically to the church. All 

are welcome so please bring friends!! 
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Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church  
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
(219) 448-3278  
 
Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

 I would like, again, to thank all the many people who helped get the church directory 
completed and now in the hands of the congregation.  

 Rhonda and Rachel Klaiber played a very large part in proof reading and arranging the 
pages. Sending a large measure of thanks to them. No one is perfect and with the many eyes 
checking there may still be some errors. If there is, please let me know, and I will get these 
corrections out to the congregation through an email. 

 We did find one change to be made. It should read Bonnie Ricard, not Richard, on page 12. 

 If you have not received your directory, please stop at the office and Linda will make sure 
you get yours. There is only one directory per family. 

 Thanks and blessings to all ~ Karan Smith 
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Appreciation Corner... 
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Appreciation Corner... 

 You guys are wonderful!!! In spite of the rain, the Spring Fling was an awesome   

 success. We could not have succeeded without your dedication, generosity, 

 and prayers. This, along with God’s goodness, has allowed us to send the 

 confirmation class, along with Pastor Erik and his helpers, to Camp 

 Lutherwald for the week of July 5th.   —   

  A message from the Outreach and Social Committees 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:%28219%29%20448-3278
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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 Summer is rolling! As I sit here writing this newsletter, it is a 

sunny day where one of our confirmation students helped out in making 

the church grounds look beautiful. Two other students are excitedly 

going through the archives getting them ready to be organized, and 

potentially preparing themselves to assist me in writing the next history 

chapter of this church. Often on Facebook, or other social media venues, 

I see a lot of criticism towards the current younger generations. I hear a 

lot of phrases about this generation being one that primarily functions 

through instant gratification and is a bit lazy. While the current teenaged 

and younger generation have had things like Ipods, HDTV, fast internet, 

and advanced video games systems all their lives, I am surprised by 

them on a regular basis. I honestly thought I would only get one or two 

youth to do volunteer work this summer, but instead I was overwhelmed 

not just by the amount of individuals, but also the incredible interest in 

doing the work! 

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes that we have four different mandates 

that God has placed for us in our life: work, marriage, government, and 

the church. He argues further that we cannot truly understand the Christian life without understanding 

these four. I would personally argue that each of the mandates encourage us into the other mandates to 

see the work of Christ in all areas of life. In many ways, I have seen the faith of the youth in their life 

within the church encouraged them to do the work opportunities we have available and the excitement 

they had behind it. While they are at the church, the jobs they have are work, but in doing the work they 

are carrying out their faith as an extension of what they received in 

worship. 

This applies to all of us as well, what we receive in church extends out into the community. We 

are not limited to the singular moments of worship, but when we hear the words “Go in peace, Christ is 

with you” we walk out singing thanks and praise to God for this last taste of Gospel as we walk into a 

world excited for what else God has in store for us. Our life together becomes a circle in which worship 

begins our week of nourishment through the Word and Sacrament, and we carry what we received into 

our weekly lives in all our vocations i.e. work we do, our decisions when it comes to government, and 

how we interact within our families. In these things we also see Christ at work making it so our lives 

blend in a beautiful song with worship becoming a refrain to ground us in God’s Word. 

The Holy Spirit can reveal to us some amazing things, and there is a power behind regularly 

participating in the life of the church while acknowledging that our faith does not end at the doors. 

Several people have come to me in excitement at how they have had interesting conversations with 

people about faith in the least expected places within their life. This is most certainly what Bonhoeffer is 

talking about, central to a Christian’s life is the acknowledgement that we cannot categorize something as 

our faith life and something else as our secular life. Instead, Jesus has claimed all things in this world 

through his death and resurrection. As Christians we acknowledge the power of Christ’s love in that act 

on the cross through our jobs, our politics in all its forms, our families, and how we act as the Church. 

Pastor Erik Grayvold 

July 2015 

Please e-mail the church office at chestertonblc@gmail.com with your 

current email address so we can conveniently keep you informed 

with timely updates, as well as to receive this monthly newsletter. 



4  

 
The meeting this month will be a carry-in picnic at 
the home of Nancy Miller on Thursday, July 16th at 

12:00 noon. Meat will be provided by Nancy and 
Rhonda. If you need transportation, please call the 

church and arrangements will be made. 

Bread of Love Monthly Report — June 2015 

   This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months Since Start 

Families Helped          2           2     25          57 

Rent        $235       $225          $2,293      $4,244 

Utilities                                $374      $2,069          

Sales Items         83                                48     828        1735 

Sales       $1,114       $575                    $10,016     $23,293 

Listings         137          57    832         2523 

Shipments           6                                     28           59 

         *A percent of sales goes to paying expenses, commissions, and contributions to First Contact and BLC 

We Love Your Ideas! 

We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial to our congregation 
or programs/events you would like to see in our church, please share them.  
 
Please feel free to write them down and put them in the basket in the back of the 
church or e-mail Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com. 

Property Committee  News 

The replacement doors for the narthex and sanctuary have been installed, however, these doors unlock 

and lock in a slightly different way than we are used to. If you think you will be needing to lock/unlock 

these doors, please see Carla Coffman, Jeri Kasten, or Allan Wilson for a quick lesson.  

The film that cuts down on the sunlight still needs to be placed on the sanctuary door. This should  

happen in the near future. 

I grew up in a home in which attending church and/or faith in  
Jesus was not encouraged. I never had attended church regularly, 
until I started attending the Sunday after September 11, 2001. The 
tragedy of that day gave me a different perspective on life, faith in 
a higher power, and our immortality. I felt that church was the only 
place where I could ask these questions and get answers or at 
least a more solid idea of how I would follow a path to faith. 

So, my wife and I attended a church that was within walking distance of our apartment in Valpo. We tried a 
couple of other churches, but the sermons were the most engaging at the church closest to home. We attended 
that church for about six years and then began attending Bethlehem Lutheran. 

Here at BLC, the congregation was very warm and welcoming. This became a very crucial step in my faith 
journey. In fact, BLC has played an important role in the faith story of my whole family. Recently, I have been 
educating myself on the Holy Spirit. This has been a revelation in my faith journey. I tend to get caught up in 
scientific facts with everything in my life, however, the whole concept of the Holy Spirit has actually inhibited my 
tendency to ask question after question about God and Jesus. For me, asking less questions is actually a good 
thing as I think about how active the Holy Spirit is in my life. I am proud to say that Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
has a front and center role in my faith story. 

by Chad Ogle 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

MAY 2015 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The church council meeting was called to order May 13, 2015 at 6:03 P.M.  The president and the secretary present.  Mrs. 

Tuttle was absent. 

Pastor Grayvold opened with devotions and prayer. 

Mr. Gaston moved to accept the minutes from the April 11, 2015 meeting, seconded by Mrs. Fancher and carried. 

Treasurer Report:  Mrs. Knapp presented the April 2015 financial reports.   There was a slight increase from March 

2015.  There is $5,000.00 in the mortgage reserve.  Mrs. Fancher moved to accept the April 2015 reports as 

presented, seconded by Mrs. Edborg and carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Meetings – 7; Classes Taught – 5; Visits – 1; Pastoral Acts – 5. 

Finance Committee:  No report. 

Worship Committee:  Mrs. Smith reported that the summer schedule will begin on June 7, 2015.  Services:  Saturday at 

5:30 PM, Sunday 9:30 and 11:00 A.M. 

 Subcommittees are working on their duties for each service.  Miss Alisa Cole will be confirmed in May 

and will asked to join the committee. 

 With the holiday seasons being completed, Mrs. Smith reported that the committee is looking at the 

upcoming holiday seasons for early preparation. 

Bread of Love:  No report. 

 Stewardship Committee:   Mrs. Tuttle left a written report that ministers of communion and visitors met 

with pastor April 28, 2015.  Also discussed, were ‘scams’ that individuals (especially elderly people) are 

likely to believe.  Signs that an individual might being a scam victim were also mentioned. 

Property Committee:  Mrs. Coffman reported that three entrance doors need to be replaced. 

 The new doors will match the existing doors.  Cost for the doors are $4,300.00. 

Christian Education:  No report. 

Social Committee/Outreach Committees Report:  Committees will meet May 21, 2015 regarding the activities at the 

‘Spring Fling’.  Set-up will be Friday May 29, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. will open May 30, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. and 

clean-up May 30, 2015 at 8:30 p.m. 

Members are needed for set-up and clean-up. 

A silent auction will be held ending at 8:00 p.m. 

Old Business:  None. 

New Business:  Information from Do Good Works, Inc. was discussed.  The organization is a not for profit group, raises 

money for individual projects, through crowd-funding and with a focus on senior citizens and disabled 

adults. It was decided to forward this information to the E.L.C.A. Northwest Council for their review. 

 Pastor Grayvold presented information regarding God’s Work Our Hands that organize service projects.  

The organization is planning an event for September 13, 2015.  Service projects for church participation 

are being investigated. 

 Mrs. Coffman presented information on Mission Builders who are seeking people to join their ministry and 

help them in their construction projects. 

 Pastor Grayvold is asking for members to represent the church at the E.L.C.A. Synod Assembly to be held 

in Indianapolis.  

Mr. Gaston moved to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Coffman and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.  

           Ron Ludwig,  
  Secretary 
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The month of May saw an decrease in giving to our Mortgage 

Reduction Fund. Our monthly mortgage payment is $5,813.36. 

In May, a total of $3,575.00 was given, of which $195.00 were 

memorials. Our mortgage balance currently is $259,453.53. 

There are approximately 40 more payments. Although we 

struggle some months to make our mortgage payment, we as 

a congregation are blessed by the gifts that God has given us. 

Please prayerfully consider your giving. Praise God from 

whom all blessings flow — we were able to take down 48 

bricks from our picture in the narthex.  

Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2014. 

The balances in our various accounts as of May 31st 
 
are as follows – 

Audio Visual Fund  $ 1,3499.94  Money to be used for the installation of monitors in 

       the church sanctuary 

Bread of Love  $     16.27  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon store

       front — a portion of these proceeds is given back to 

       Bethlehem, First Contact in Valparaiso, and 

       transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 3,956.42  Money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be used 

       for community outreach and help 

Leadership Fund  $24,600.00 

Mortgage Reduction $10,951.47  Money from envelopes each week that pays the 

       mortgage 

Mortgage Reserve  $  5,000.00  Money from the sale of the old building 

Operating Account  $  4,018.61  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $       53.91  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $ 22,50.20 

Youth Group   $   3,132.40  Money earned by the youth from pancake suppers 

       and Easter breakfasts 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer, at 787-8115 

or marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

An Easy Way to Give 
Do you enjoy shopping on the Inter-

net? Does helping Bethlehem earn 

extra money sound good? 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. Amazon-

Smile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. 

Support Bethlehem by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com. If there are questions, please 

contact Al Gaston at gastonam@comcast.net or 926-4322. 

mailto:gastonam@comcast.net
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July Worship Assistants 

July 5 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Cindy Dougherty  

Reader: Ann Moodie    

Acolyte(s): Caroline Scheidt    Jeremy Laeder 

Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers: Jean Pass 

July 12 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Kendall Klaiber 

Greeter(s): Mary Jane Butz      

Reader: Judith Peters       

Acolyte(s): Ian Leady     Kendall Klaiber    
Counters: Cindy Dougherty and Susan Zimnawoda 

Altar Flowers: Audra Peterson 

        
July 19 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Evie Edborg 

Reader:  

Acolyte(s): Jordan Huneryager    Andrew Skalku    
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 

Altar Flowers: Nancy Miller 

 

July 26 9:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Lois Fancher 

Reader:  

Acolyte(s): Addison Cole    Riley Hall    
Counters: Al Gaston 

Altar Flowers: Mary Jane Butz 

 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
July 4:   Judith Peters 

July 11:   Jean Pass  

July 18:  Kendall Klaiber 

July 25:   Jean Pass 

 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Jean Gaulke and Mary Gulbransen 

Households  Beings Prayed For in July 

Wilson, A. 

Waltz, Sr. 

Van Wagner 

July 4 & 5 July 11 & 12 July 18 & 19 July 25 & 26 

Smith, C. 

Sheets, J. 

Stegeman, D. 

Sheets, R. 

Hayes 

Thyen 

Waltz 

Maney 

Wiesemann 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional ( T ) = Traditional   

                      WorshipWorship  

( C ) = Contemporary ( C ) = Contemporary   

                      Worship Worship   

 1 
 

10:00a  Alpha  
Bible Study 

 

 

6:00p Worship & 

Music Committee 

2 
Summer 

Luther 

League… 

Dunes Party 

6:00pm 

3 

 
 

 

 

 

4 

 
 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

5 
9:30a Worship (T) 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

6 

 
 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

7 
11:00a   

Quilting  101 
 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

8 
  Teenage 

Night 6:00p 

 
 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

12 
9:30a Worship (T) 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

 

 

7:00p Ice Cream                                       

             Social 

13 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

14 
 

 

 

 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry  

8:00p A.A. 

15 
 

 

Teenage Night 

6:00pm 

 

 

16 
12:00p WELCA 

               Picnic 

 

 

 

    Pastor Erik’s 

Vacation Begins 

17 
 

 

 
 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

19 
 

9:30a Worship (T) 

 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

20 

 
 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

21 
 

11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 

 

8:00p A.A. 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

25 
 

 

 

Pastor Erik’s  

vacation ends 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

26 
9:30a Worship (T) 

 

11:00a Worship (C) 

  

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

27 
 

 

 

6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

28 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry 

8:00p A.A. 

29 

 

10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

 

 

 

30 
Summer 

Luther 

League… 

Mini Golf 

31 

   

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

Notes: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

Confirmation Camp:  July 5, 1:00pm thru July 10, 5:00pm  — Pastor Erik Out of Office 
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Summer Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

9:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

11:00 am—Contemporary 


