
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACONTHE BETHLEHEM BEACON  
June 2015June 2015June 2015   

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30pm Saturdays 

9:30am Sundays 

Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

 The summer worship schedule will begin on June 7th. The 

times of service will be Saturday at 5:30pm and Sunday at 9:30am 

for traditional worship and every Sunday at 11:00am there will be a 

contemporary service. There is no summer school.  

 Bible Study Omega will continue on Mondays at 6:00pm and 

Bible Study Alpha will continue to meet on Wednesday mornings 

at 10:00. If you have never had a chance to attend Bible study, per-

haps the lazy days of summer will be the perfect opportunity to 

join in the fellowship and thought-provoking lessons led by Pastor 

Erik. 

The Outreach and Social Committees 

are still collecting toiletries for the 

Trailer Court. In addition to the 

toiletries we’ve been donating, we are 

asking to include items for men also, 

especially deodorant and tooth paste. 

During the summer months, we are 

asking if it is possible to include 

sunscreen. The children, especially, are in need of this important 

item. 

 There is a basket in the Youth Room where you can place 

your items. Thank you again for your compassion and generosity. 

You can be sure that the recipients of these toiletries are very 

thankful for the donations. 

SUMMER 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 
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Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church  
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
(219) 448-3278  
 
Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Our congregation has many loving, kind, giving individuals as members. W.E.L.C.A. — the 
women’s group who supports our church in numerous ways — demonstrates these traits 

continuously. From funeral luncheons to their delicious bake sales and beautiful crafts, these ladies 
show their love for our church. Their fundraising efforts over the year have provided many needed 
and useful items. To Betty, Helen, Ruth Ann, Carla, Judith, Ann, Bea, Carol, Kris, Billie, Evie, Lois, 

Nancy, Karan and too many others to mention, we say, “Thank You” for your dedication.  A
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Appreciation Corner... 

Attention Congregation Members! 

A new system regarding the giving envelopes will begin soon. Bethlehem has 

contracted with Augsburg Fortress to have envelopes mailed to members each 

month. These mailings will contain an envelope for current expenses each Sunday 

and one envelope for the mortgage. Additional envelopes will be included for Lent 

and Advent. In order to organize the process, new numbers have been issued. 

Please check your envelopes when they arrive for correct information and your 

new number.  

If there are questions, please contact Finance Chair Al Gaston at 926-4322 or  

Treasurer Marlene Knapp at 787-8115. 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:%28219%29%20448-3278
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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 A recent conversation I had with one of our members at  

Bethlehem reminded me of a story from seminary from a visit I did to an 

Orthodox monastery in Southwest Wisconsin. I had just come back from 

an urban immersion trip in Milwaukee where I met some leaders from 

an incredibly small Episcopal church with average attendance of 10 on 

any given Sunday, but played a big part in serving as a week-long  

homeless shelter with three other major churches in that area of  

Milwaukee. Unlike the other churches, this Episcopal Church did not 

have the space to host in their basement, and so they opened their sanc-

tuary for people to sleep. The nun was horrified at this because she was 

worried about the sanctuary becoming filthy. She imposed her rules for 

her household to the house of God, even though Jesus himself ate with 

fisherman, prostitutes, and tax collectors. He welcomed into his own 

home filthy and sick beggars. I think sometimes the whole church across 

the world will sometimes get caught up in their own idea of what 

“welcome” really means, and forget this radical hospitality of Jesus 

Christ. The hospitality of Christ does not make an actual distinction between guest and host, nor master 

or servant. Jesus himself goes on his hands and knees to wash his disciple’s feet and no longer wants 

them to call him master, but friend. The radical hospitality of Christianity is that the phrase “our church” 

is much more inclusive than just the folks who appear at a particular geographical location at a particular 

time, but rather a greater and wider body of people who enter spaces of worship where ever the Holy 

Spirit calls them. It is a mutual sharing in our acknowledgment of our own sinful nature and mutual need 

of the loving God whose death on the cross is the greatest hope we have in this world. 

In some way we are all guests when it comes to the Church. However, we are never the host. God 

plays the host in welcoming all to God through the Holy Spirit to share in God’s Word and receive the 

sacrament. This certainly can put us into very peculiar situations. It means that we may be called to share 

the sacrament with those who are dangerous, evil, or our enemies. Yet, it is truly these things, God’s 

Word and the Sacrament, where we believe true change can happen in a person’s heart. God gives us a 

promise that wherever EVEN IF ONLY two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, he is there among 

them (Matthew 18:20). God does not care about the size of the worship, who is in it, or where it is 

located, but rather God cares about the space being a place where the Word can be proclaimed for all 

people to receive it, and that the Sacrament is given and distributed and not hoarded and denied. Human 

rules often pose limitations because of our own sinful nature and our own desire to separate from other 

human beings. We separate ourselves off by making arguments on proper worship order or who can be in 

attendance at a worship service. 

And yet there is Jesus, kneeling at his feet in a house surrounded by former tax collectors, smelly 

fishermen, crazy religious zealots, and “normal” Jewish individuals. He washes each of their feet and 

then commands them to wash one another’s feet. He does not tell them to hold back, but instead to enter 

into a humble service and love for one another. This sometimes means giving up our own ideas of what 

is right and proper and following the Holy Spirit into uncomfortable places. This may also mean some-

times acknowledging that what we originally believed about God may have been mistaken, and that the 

person we consider an enemy or doing something opposed to us has a better grasp on the work of God 

then ourselves.  

Pastor Erik Grayvold 

June 2015 
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The meeting this month will 
be Thursday, June 18th at 
1:00 at the church. If you 

need transportation, 
please call the church and 

arrangements will be made. 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 

    This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months 

Families Helped          2           3     24 

Rent          $225       $350          $2,293 

Utilities                                 $374            

Sales Items          48                   73     742 

Sales        $575       $926                    $9,518 

Listings         57                 105    1012 

Shipments                        3       23 

         *A percent of sales goes to paying expenses, commissions, and contributions to First Contact and BLC 

Finance Committee 

The endowment fund committee met with a lawyer to get his take on legality of different organizational 

forms. He will study and get back to us. This fund would be for mission and could not be used for 

operating expenses. It will last for the life of the church. This would be a fund for wills and gifts that 

are meant to be used “forever”. A certain percentage of the fund would be spent each year on missions 

chosen by the congregation, such as outreach, Lutheran World Relief, Amextra, scholarships to 

seminary, etc. This percentage will be small enough to ensure the longevity of the fund. Bethany 

received interest in the amount of $175,000 for their fund last year. We plan to meet with them in June 

to se how they set up their fund. 

We Love Your Ideas! 

We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial to our congregation 
or programs/events you would like to see in our church, please share them.  
 
Please feel free to write them down and put them in the basket in the back of the 
church or e-mail Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com. 

Property Committee  News 

We are in the process of getting replacement doors for the ones at the entrance to the narthex and the 

emergency door in the sanctuary. These doors have been a problem for quite a while. The exterior doors 

by the narthex have not been locking, which results  in a security problem. We have been unable to get 

replacement parts for them. When the doors are replaced, all our exterior doors will be the same and 

replacement parts are available. The cost for this project is a little over $4,300. 

Normal maintenance for the rest of the building is ongoing. 
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The 2015 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board across from the church 

office. If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please have your dedication and $30 check 

payable to “WELCA” turned in to the church office or along with your Sunday 

offering at least a week ahead of time. Thank you! 

Households  Beings Prayed For in June 

Olson, D. 

Peters, D. 

Wainovich 

June 6 & 7 June 13 & 14 June 20 & 21 June 27 & 28 

Pugh 

Branoff 

Stevens 

Miller, Wm. 

Ogle 

Kozinski 

Peters, H. 

Wiese 

Thoma 

 

Duneland Relay for Life 

Bethlehem will again have a team participating in the Duneland Relay for Life, 
raising money for the American Cancer Society. This year the event will be on 
Saturday, June 13th, from noon until midnight at the Chesterton Middle School. 
Sign up at relayforlife.org or sign up at the event. Join our team – The Stars of 
Bethlehem”.  Please come and join us at this great event for the family to help a 
great cause. The team captain is Eric Olson. Contact him for more info at 
219.921.6622 or email Eric at eolson46304@yahoo.com 

Car Wash Fundraiser for Duneland Relay for Life 

There will be a car wash here at the church on Saturday, June 6
th
 from 9:00am un-

til noon.  Any child or adult that would like to participate, please contact 
Eric Olson at 219.921.6622 or email at eolson46304@yahoo.com.  

Last month, on Thursday, May 21st, Pastor Erik and 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church hosted the NWI Conference 
Ministerium, a group of local pastors that meet each 
month.  

Many thanks to WELCA, under the supervision of Bea 
Beyer, who was graciously helped by Nancy Miller and 

Evie Edborg. A delicious, as well as beautiful, brunch was provided for this group 
of ministers to enjoy during their gathering. 

Once again, WELCA rose to the occasion, and gave of themselves with a heart for 
serving. Thank you for sharing your gift of hospitality, which was greatly 
appreciated by all those attending. 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, INDIANA 

APRIL 2015 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The April 22, 2015 church council meeting was called to order March 9, 2015 at 6:00pm. Present were Bea Beyer,  

Ruth Ann Tuttle, Evie Edborg, Pastor Grayvold, Becky Cole, Lois Fancher, Al Gaston, Carla Coffman, Karan Smith, 

Chad Ogle, and Marlene Knapp. 

Marlene Knapp led devotions. 

A correction in the March minutes should have read that the Sunday School would sing and not sign, and 1st communion 

will be held on Palm Sunday. A motion was made by Ruth Ann Tuttle, seconded by Karan Smith to accept the minutes 

from the March Council meeting as presented with corrections. Motion carried. 

The financial reports were reviewed. A motion was made by Bea Beyer, seconded by Carla Coffman to accept the 

financial reports from March. Motion carried. 

Comments were made by various council members that it appeared that Lenten and Holy Week services were well 

attended. 

Pastor’s Report:  Report attached. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS —  

Worship:  Pastor Grayvold presented Alyssa Cole as having completed confirmation studies and will be confirmed on 

 May 24, 2015, Pentecost. 

 Rally Day for Sunday School will be at the beginning of September. Report attached. 

Property:  No written report. 

Stewardship:  61 Baskets of Promise were shipped on April 14, 2015. Ministers of Communion will meet on April 28, 

 2015. Report attached. 

Bread of Love:  No written report. 

Social Ministry:  A Mexican dinner is being planned. The committee is working with the Family Promise of Porter 

 County to provide food for the rotating overnights for the homeless. Report attached. 

Outreach:  Evie Edborg reported that the date for the Spring Fling will be Saturday, May 30th, 5:30—8:30. Report 

 attached. 

Christian Ed:  Chad Ogle reported that preparations for VBS are progressing. Report attached. 

Old Business: 

New Business:  Pastor announced that there would be a meeting with town and SBA officials on Thursday, April 23. 

 Faith statements will be completed by the following — Carla Coffman for May, Ron Ludwig for June, and 

 Chad Ogle for July. 

 A congregational meeting will be held on May 17th between services. 

Pastor closed the meeting with prayer. 

Karan Smith moved to adjourn, seconded by Al Gaston and carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marlene Knapp 

Acting Secretary. 
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The month of April saw an increase in giving to our Mortgage Reduction 

Fund. Our monthly mortgage payment is $5,813.36. In April, a total of 

$6,621.33 was given, of which $1,630.00 were memorials, and $833.33, 

which was our first SBA payment. Our mortgage balance currently is 

$264,550.40. There are approximately 41 more payments. Although we 

struggle some months to make our mortgage payment, we as a  

congregation are blessed by the gifts that God has given us. Please 

prayerfully consider your giving. Praise God from whom all blessings 

flow — we were able to take down 45 bricks from our picture in the 

narthex. A generous donation from Lois Fancher was given to the  

Mortgage Reduction fund in January that was in memory of Andrew and 

Edith Peterson, Oliver Fancher, Jr., and Denis Wiesemann. 

Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2014. 

The balances in our various accounts as of April 30th
 
are as follows – 

Audio Visual Fund  $ 1,299.94  Money to be used for the installation of monitors in 

       the church sanctuary 

Bread of Love  $    299.59  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon store

       front — a portion of these proceeds is given back to 

       Bethlehem, First Contact in Valparaiso, and 

       transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 3,956.42  Money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be used 

       for community outreach and help 

Leadership Fund  $24,600.00 

Mortgage Reduction $13,189.83  Money from envelopes each week that pays the 

       mortgage 

Mortgage Reserve  $  5,000.00  Money from the sale of the old building 

Operating Account  $  4,998.31  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $     437.54  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $ 22,149.07 

Youth Group   $   3,132.40  Money earned by the youth from pancake suppers 

       and Easter breakfasts 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or 

marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

Please e-mail the church office at chestertonblc@gmail.com 

with your current email address so we can 

conveniently keep you informed with timely updates, 

as well as to receive this monthly newsletter. 
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June Worship Assistants 

June 7 9:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Lois Fancher  

Reader: Susan Collins    

Acolyte(s): Anna Leady    Andrew Skalku  

Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers: Marlene Knapp 

June 14 9:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Ron and Gail Ludwig      

Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer       

Acolyte(s): Ben Van Wagner   Jeremy Laeder   

Counters: Ron Ludwig and Reynold Wolter 

Altar Flowers: Becky Cole 

        
June 21 9:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Roger and Janet LaHayne 

Reader: Reynold Wolter 

Acolyte(s): Addison Cole    Kendall Klaiber  

Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 

Altar Flowers: Joni & John Wainovich 

 

June 28 9:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Joan Fletcher 

Reader: Evie Edborg 

Acolyte(s): Bryce Thoma    Hannah Hall 

Counters: Al Gaston 

Altar Flowers: Julie Orlich 

 

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 
June 6:  Alyssa Cole 

June 13:  Jean Pass 

June 20:  Kendall Klaiber 

June 27:  Jean Pass 

 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Lois Fancher and Karan Smith 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional ( T ) = Traditional   

                      WorshipWorship  

( C ) = Contemporary ( C ) = Contemporary   

                      Worship Worship   

Notes:  
 

 

   

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 
 

6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

2 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
6:00p Girl Scouts 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry  

8:00p A.A. 

3 
 
10:00a  Alpha  
Bible Study 

6:00p Worship & 

Music Committee 

6:30p Girl Scouts 

4 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

            Party 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

9:00a  Car Wash  
 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

7 
 

 

9:30a Worship (T) 

 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

8 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

9 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

10 
10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

 

 

5:30p Exec. Comm 

6:00p Council 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
Pastor Erik  

vacation begins 

 

 
 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

14 
 

9:30a Worship (T) 

 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

15 
Pastor Erik  

vacation ends 

 
 

 

8:00p A.A. 

16 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 

 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry  

8:00p A.A. 

17 

10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

18 
1:00p WELCA 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

21 
 

 

9:30a Worship (T) 

11:00a Worship (C)  

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

22 
 

 

 

6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

23 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   
 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

24 

 

10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

 

 

 

25 

 
 

 

 

 

26 

   

 

27 

 
 

  

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

28 
9:30a Worship (T) 

 

11:00a Worship (C)  

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

29 

 
 

 

6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

30 
11:00a  Quilting 

101   

 
6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry  

8:00p A.A. 
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Summer Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

9:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 
 
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

