
   

 

For further info, 

 

926.8570. 

please call Evie at 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACONTHE BETHLEHEM BEACON  
May 2015May 2015May 2015   

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30pm Saturdays 

8:30am Sundays 

Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 

Sunday School 

9:45am Sunday 

Monday through Friday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

 

 

 

 

April showers bring May flowers, and we are hoping that there are NO 

showers on Saturday, May 30, 2015, the newly decided on date for the 

Spring Fling, a week after Memorial Day weekend. 

Outreach and Social committees met on Sunday, April 12th and decided 

where to place the canopies, bonfire, grill and the placement of the 

games. The “Camp Bethlehem” theme is slowly coming together. 

We met with Clare, who is now our Camp Bethlehem Director. She has 

scheduled all the activities and she will be there entertaining us with her 

songs accompanied by her guitar. 

We will keep you informed as we continue to finalize plans for this  

exciting affair. 

Again this year we are asking for articles for our Silent Auction – our best 

money-maker. All monies go to enabling the youth group to attend  

retreats. 

We need: 

 Hand-made articles (c’mon on crafters and artists of Bethlehem 

Church) 

 Coupons or discounts from businesses 

 Recyled/Regift Items (if you ever received a gift from someone that 

doesn’t really thrill you, you can donate it to the silent auction) 

Sunday, May 17, we will meet at Evie Edborg’s home, 1796 Texas Street, 

at 6:30pm to “tie everything up”. (You will be fed!) 

Here are a few things we need: 

 One or two cornhole games 

 VOLUNTEER WORKERS!!! 
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Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church  
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

 
Chad Ogle - Christian Education 
oglechad34@gmail.com 
(219) 448-3278  
 
Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

What do Al Gaston, Bob and Greta McKeough, Gail Ludwig, Bev Stegeman, Evie Edborg, Ruth 
Ann Tuttle, Jean Pass and Ann Moodie have in common? They are all volunteers who help run the 
“Bread of Love” Amazon Storefront. This group of dedicated workers spend many hours preparing 
items for sale each month. The funds that are generated are used to help people in need, not only 

in our congregation, but also throughout Porter County. As chairman of this ministry, Al spends 
numerous hours searching thrift stores, Salvation Army and Goodwill stores, 

and half price bookstores for items to sell.  

This ministry illustrates how our mission statement,  
“Changing lives through Christ will love and acts of service” can be applied in a practical manner.  

The congregation extends a grateful ‘Thank You’ for all the work that you do. 
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Appreciation Corner... 
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Appreciation Corner... 

There will be a 

Congregational Meeting 

between the services on 

Sunday, May 17th!!!! 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:%28219%29%20448-3278
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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The 2015 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board across 

from the church office. If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please 

have your dedication and $30 check payable to “WELCA” turned in to 

the church office or along with your Sunday offering at least a week 

ahead of time. Thank you! 

 One of my favorite sermons that I preached since I have been to 

Bethlehem was the one when I got everyone slightly paranoid that the 

next baptism I do would result in tongues of fire and winds blasting 

through church. We are slowly approaching the day when we celebrate 

that text as a part of the lectionary with Pentecost Sunday. Interestingly, 

after a few weeks people began asking me more about who the Holy 

Spirit is and what the Holy Spirit does, so given that we are close to 

some of our most important texts about the Holy Spirit let us review 

what dear old Martin Luther had to say on the subject.  

 In his answer to “what is this” regarding the third article of the 

Apostles’ Creed he writes: “I believe that by my own understanding or 

strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but 

instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened 

me with his gifts, made me holy, and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and 

makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common, true 

faith. Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit abundantly forgives all sins—mine and those of all 

believers. On the last day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the dead and will give to me and all 

believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.” 

When the creeds were put together in their original form, many were focused on speaking about 

Jesus Christ. As a result the Holy Spirit really does not get much written concerning what the Holy Spirit 

does. Martin Luther in his explanation connects the Holy Spirit to our reception of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. The Son was sent by the Father whose Gospel is proclaimed and received through the Holy Spirit. 

We cannot in our own power come to understand nor realize the power of this Gospel message and so the 

Holy Spirit intercedes, and transforms our hearts with the Gospel message. In doing this we are bound 

together as one people who are constantly living out the promise of our baptism. The Holy Spirit is the 

fire that empowers us to step into the world without fear to encounter the living God where God is in this 

world. There is a reason why the disciples did not remain in the room after the tongues of fire and rush-

ing wind came into it. The Holy Spirit had enflamed them and driven them out into the world with the 

words of Good News on their lips in words that could be received by people of all nations (see Acts 2:1-

13). 

The Holy Spirit drives us into a world full of possibilities. Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope in 

this world that new life can come in the darkest places. The Holy Spirit walks with us into the darkness 

and helps us see the wonder that God is doing in this world. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is the fire 

from which we are given power to live out God’s work in the world and encounter Jesus Christ in the 

neighbor. I encourage you all to explore somewhere new and see where God is working where you least 

expect God to be—you never know what the Holy Spirit has in store for you. 

Pastor Erik Grayvold 

May 2015 



4  

 

Here is the latest news from WELCA in the merry 
month of May. There will be a mini bake sale the 
weekend of May 16 and 17. Watch the Sunday 

announcements for more details. 

The meeting this month will be Thursday, May 21st at 1:00 at the church. If you need 

transportation, please call the church and arrangements will be made. 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 

    This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months 

Families Helped          3           0     25 

Rent          $350                            $2,318 

Utilities                                 $574            

Sales Items          72                   72     728 

Sales        $926       $885                    $9,442 

Listings         105         62    981 

Shipments            3          2      2 

         *A percent of sales goes to paying expenses, commissions, and contributions to First Contact and BLC 

We Love Your Ideas! 

We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial to our congregation 
or programs/events you would like to see in our church, please share them.  
 
Please feel free to write them down and put them in the basket in the back of the church  
or e-mail Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com. 

Attention Congregation Members! 

A new system regarding the giving envelopes will begin soon. Bethlehem has 

contracted with Augsburg Fortress to have envelopes mailed to members 

each month. These mailings will contain an envelope for current expenses 

each Sunday and one envelope for the mortgage. Additional envelopes will be 

included for Lent and Advent. In order to organize the process, new numbers 

have been issued. Please check your envelopes when they arrive for correct 

information and your new number.  

If there are questions, please contact Finance Chair Al Gaston at 926-4322 or Treasurer Marlene 

Knapp at 787-8115. 

Bethlehem is in need of offering counters. If 
you can help in any way, please call  

Al Gaston at 219.926.4322. 
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May Worship Assistants 

May 3 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Nancy and Dean Miller  

Reader: Lois Fancher     

Acolyte(s): Alyssa Cole and Bryce Thoma  Kendall Klaiber  

Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers: Becky Cole 

May 10 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Ann Moodie      

Reader: Alyssa Cole       

Acolyte(s): Addison Cole and Shea Ogle  Riley Hall   

Counters: Ron Ludwig and Reynold Wolter 

Altar Flowers: Karan Smith        
 
May 17 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 

Reader: Judith Peters 

Acolyte(s): Caroline Scheidt and Ian Leady  Jeremy Laeder  

Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 

Altar Flowers: Marlene Knapp 

 

May 24 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Marcia and Al Gaston 

Reader:  

Acolyte(s): Megan Pratt and Addison Cole  Andrew Skalku 

Counters: Al Gaston 

Altar Flowers: Mary Jane Butz 

 

May 31 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Don and Billie Burrus 

Reader: Howard Peters 

Acolyte(s): Bryce Thoma and Ben Van Wagner Kendall Klaiber 

Counters: Marlene Knapp 

Altar Flowers: Mary Jane Butz 

    

Assistant Minister Schedule for Saturday Service: 

May 2:  Kendall Klaiber 

May 9:  Jean Pass 

May 16:  Kendall Klaiber 

May 23:  Jean Pass 

May 30:  Jean Pass 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Marcia Gaston and Evie Edborg 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, INDIANA 

MARCH 2015 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The  church council meeting was called to order March 9, 2015 at 6:05pm. The president and the secretary present. Mrs. 

Smith and Mrs. Butz were absent 

Pastor Grayvold opened with prayer and devotions. 

A letter of resignation as chair person for the Committee of Christian Education was received form Mrs. Butz. Mrs.  

Tuttle, with regrets, moved to accept the letter of resignation, seconded by Mrs. Edborg and carried. 

Mr. Ogle was elected by the council to be chair person for the Committee of Christian Education and will fill the 

remainder of Mrs. Butz’ term. 

Mr. Gaston moved to accept the minutes from the February 11, 2015 meeting seconded by Mrs. Fancher and carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Meetings — 16; Classes taught — 11; Visits — 7; Pastoral Acts — 2. Pastor has resigned from the 

 leadership team of MEYANN due to time restraints. 

 Pastor Grayvold reported this group of parents for this confirmation class are highly dedicated and participate 

 deeply in the life of the congregation beyond even simply being confirmation parents. 

Treasurer Report:  Mrs. Knapp presented the February 2015 financial reports. Mrs. Edborg moved to accept the February 

 2015 reports as presented, seconded by Mrs. Tuttle and carried. 

 Thirty-six bricks have been removed from the mortgage reduction display board in the Narthex ($36,000.00). 

Finance Committee:  No report. 

Worship Committee:  No report. 

Bread of Love:  Mr. Gaston inquired if anyone had issues logging on Amazon Smile Bethlehem Church. 

Stewardship Committee:  Mrs. Tuttle reported that a meeting will be held March 17, 2015 with ministers of communion 

 and shut-in visitors. 

 Response to Baskets of Promise project has been excellent. 

Property Committee:  Mrs. Coffman reported that she received a proposal from Stonhard for $8,422.00 to seal the  

 Narthex and sanctuary floors. 

 All fire extinguishers have been refilled or replaced. 

 A regular schedule is being established to inspect all emergency lights and fire extinguishers. 

Christian Education:  Sunday school will sing Sunday, March 8, 2015 at the 8:00am service and Sunday, March 15, 2015 

 at the 11:00am service. 

 Sunday school and Christian Education will host the Lenten soup and salad supper on March 4, 2015. 

 First Communion will be Palm Sunday, March 29, 2015. 

 The committee is seeking donations to fill the Easter eggs and needs to be received at the church office no later 

 than Wednesday, March 18, 2015. 

 WELCA has volunteered to fill the Easter eggs for the Easter egg hunt. 

Outreach Committee:  Mrs. Beyer reported that money for the Easter food baskets will have to come from the Thrivent 

 grant. The amount for the baskets will approximately triple ($100.00) per basket and the committee will try to 

 keep the cost down. 

 

  
Continued on next page 
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Social Committee:  A date and time for the Mexican Dinner is being scheduled. 

 Mrs. Edborg reported that the theme for the Spring Fling this year is “Camp Bethlehem” and is scheduled for 

 May 29, 2015 from 5:30pm to 8:00pm. 

 Cost for attending the event is $11.00 per family with a $1.00 discount for a donation of a non-perishable food 

 item for the Westchester Food Pantry. 

 Members from this year’s confirmation class will help with set-up, clean-up, supervise games, food and crafts. 

 A silent auction will be held. 

Old Business:  Communications tower lease is under legal review. 

A motion was made to adjourn by Mrs. Fancher, seconded by Mrs. Coffman and carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm. 

Ron Ludwig 

Secretary 

MARCH 2015 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  Continued from previous page 

May 2 & 3 May 9 & 10 May 16 & 17 May 23 & 24 

Households  Beings Prayed For in May 

Torres 

Nickels 

Ricard 

Woods 

Lakatos 

Ruoff 

Hancock 

Moodie 

Gulbransen 

Keator 

Olson, J. 

 

May 30 & 31 

Dougherty 

Ludwig 

Summers 

The Council decided to put forth their faith statement or testimonies,  

in appreciation of the work of the confirmands.   

Each month, one Council member will publish their statement in the newsletter.  

This month, let’s hear what Carla Coffman has to say: 

I believe that Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 

I have been blessed in my life with many opportunities to question, learn, 

and serve in His church. I give thanks and credit to my parents who made 

sure I was raised in the faith. I grew up in Augustana in Hobart at a time 

when church was much more important than it is now. I spent many fun years with my church friends 

learning how to be a Christian. I can’t say that I have totally mastered this “Christian thing”, but I do 

know that Jesus is loving and forgiving and is there for me. God has put many people in my path that 

have added to my understanding of how to actually behave as a Christian. 

I have spent much time working with our young people. They are a wonderful opportunity to 

serve the Lord. I think that service is one of the best gifts God can give one. I have gotten much more 

out of my service than I have given to those I was serving. 

Lately I have been drawn to the bible verse from John — “the light shines in the darkness and 

the darkness has not overcome it”. 

I guess that’s about where I am now in the faith journey. God is always there for me.  

He overcomes all the darkness. 
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The month of March saw a large decrease in giving to our Mortgage Reduc-

tion Fund. Our monthly mortgage payment is $5,813.36. In March, a total of 

only $3,482.00 was given, of which $15.00 were memorials. Our mortgage 

balance currently is $269,608.30. There are approximately 42 more payments. 

Although we struggle some months to make our mortgage payment, we as a 

congregation are blessed by the gifts that God has given us. Please prayer-

fully consider your giving. Praise God from whom all blessings flow — we 

were able to take down 39 bricks from our picture in the narthex. 

Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2014. 

The balances in our various accounts as of March 31st
 
are as follows – 

Audio Visual Fund  $ 1,278.94  Money to be used for the installation of monitors in 

       the church sanctuary 

Bread of Love  $    354.12  Money from the sale of items on the Amazon store

       front — a portion of these proceeds is given back to 

       Bethlehem, First Contact in Valparaiso, and 

       transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock   $    100.00  Money from the sale of donated stock 

Grants   $ 4,052.66  Money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be used 

       for community outreach and help 

Leadership Fund  $24,600.00 

Mortgage Reduction $12,381.86  Money from envelopes each week that pays the 

       mortgage 

Mortgage Reserve  $  5,000.00  Money from the sale of the old building 

Operating Account  $  4,420.00  Money from envelopes each week that pays bills 

Pastor’s Fund  $     552.54  Money used to help people in need 

Savings   $ 22,147.98 

Youth Group   $   2,724.34  Money earned by the youth from pancake suppers 

       and Easter breakfasts 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or 

marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

We would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks and 
appreciation for all your cards, words of sympathy and the great 

support given us by the members of Bethlehem.  
We would especially like to thank all those who helped 

make Marcia’s funeral a celebration of life.  

And, of course, a special thank you for the willing support and 
helping hands of the WELCA ladies. Bethlehem is truly a warm and 

loving congregation.  ~ The family of Marcia Moberg 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional ( T ) = Traditional   

                      WorshipWorship  

( C ) = Contemporary ( C ) = Contemporary   

                      Worship Worship   

Notes:  
 

 

   

 

 
  

 

 
1 
 

 

 

 
 

 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

4 

 
 

6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

5 

 
 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry  

8:00p A.A. 

6 
  10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

   5:00p Choir  

       Rehearsal 

6:00p Worship & 

Music Committee 

7 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

11:00a Social Hall 

Reserved 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

10 
 

 

8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

11 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

13 
10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

 

5:00p Choir   

           Rehearsal 

5:30p Exec. Comm 

6:00p Council 

14 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

15 

 
 

 
5:00p Confirmation 

Lock-In Begins 

16 

 

9:00a  Confirmation 

Lock-In Ends 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

17 
 

8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

18 

 

 
6:00p Bible Study    

Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

19 
 

 

 

 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry  

8:00p A.A. 

20 

10:00a  Alpha   

Bible Study 

 

 

5:00p Choir   

           Rehearsal 

6:30p Girl Scouts 

21 
1:00p WELCA 

 

NWI Conference 

Ministerium 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

22 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

24 
8:30a Worship (T) 

 

11:00a Worship (C)  

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00p Choir   

28 

 
 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

29 

   

 

30 

 
 

  

5:30p  — 8:00p 

5:30p Worship (T) 

31 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C)  

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

Notes: 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

MAY 2015 
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45 —Sunday School 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 
 
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness, or other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

