
   

 

THE BETHLEHEM BEACONTHE BETHLEHEM BEACON  
February 2 0 1 5February 2 0 1 5February 2 0 1 5   

Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30pm Saturdays 

8:30am Sundays 

Contemporary 

11:00am Sunday 

Sunday School 

9:45am Sunday 

Monday through Friday  

9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 
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Praise God! Our mortgage balance is currently $284,772.68. The Church Council has 

been discussing ways to increase giving to help retire the mortgage. In the narthex, you 

will be seeing a large picture board that is covered with red bricks with increments of 

$1,000.00. Our goal is to remove bricks as quickly as possible. At the end of each 

month, we will total donations to the Mortgage Reduction Fund and remove the  

appropriate number of bricks. When all of the bricks have been removed, our mortgage 

will have been paid for! Is this a special fund drive? Yes and No. ALL monies received,  

including regular giving and special giving designated for the mortgage reduction fund 

will be put toward the mortgage. Members have suggested that families may go  

together and purchase a brick above their regular giving. Bricks may be given in  

memory of loved ones or the birth of a baby or grandchild. Think of all of the  

programming and outreach that our church could do when the mortgage is retired. Red  

envelopes will be available to be used for this program, or you may also use your  

regular giving envelopes. Please pray about our efforts and discuss this with your  

family. If $1000.00 is received as a memory gift for someone who has passed, or the 

birth of a baby, a list of those people will be published in the Beacon.  Thank you for all 

of the support you as a congregation has shown. 

In November, we removed seven bricks and in December we removed 11 bricks from 

our picture! 

Bill and Nancy Miller have given a gift in honor of their three great-grandchildren — 

Stella, Gavin, and Olivia. We thank them for their generosity. 

Beginning the last full weekend in January, Fair Trade products,  

including chocolate, cocoa, and olive oil, were made available for 

sale to the congregation. The products will be available for purchase 

during normal office hours, as well as the last full weekend of the 

month after and between services. 

This is not a fundraiser, but a way for us to show our support for the 

many wonderful things being done by Lutheran World Relief, a  

non-profit organization that works with local partners to provide  

lasting solutions to poverty, injustice and human suffering. These 

products are being sold at our cost, so please keep this in mind when looking for sweets 

for your loved ones this Valentine’s Day. 
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Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church  
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary Jane Butz - Christian Education 
mjbutz@gmail.com 
219-929-8019 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

In the January edition of the Bethlehem Beacon, Bea Beyer wrote a piece thanking the 
congregation for the support that had been shown regarding the giving of gifts. We would 
like to recognize the effort that Bea has put forth over the last several years. She has  
tirelessly worked with Shadyside Trailer Park to provide food, clothing, and other essen-
tials. Her efforts in supplying congregational support for some of our own members is  
unmatched. Bea often volunteers to help organize dinners, luncheons, and other special 
events for Bethlehem. Bea is a true servant of God.  

Psalm 145 says, “The Lord is faithful in all he says, he is gracious in all he does. The Lord 
helps the fallen and lifts up those bent beneath their loads.”  

Bea recognizes the need for help and responds as God asks. 
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Appreciation Corner... 

We are in search of one or two VBS coordinators for next summer. Please  

consider volunteering for this position. There isn’t much to do right now with the 

program, however, we are asking now so we can begin preparing for this coming 

summer. If you are interested, please see Mary Jane or Becky. 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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 One of my favorite things about  

being a pastor is watching people grow in 

faith and their experiences of life within the 

church. Sometimes it is in the smallest 

ways, but even watching those small things 

brings me lots of joy. I have only been here 

for six months, but have seen a lot of 

growth, but more importantly, I have seen the impact of members on other members. This really hit home 

for me these past two months in the process of training two youths of this congregation to become Assistant  

Ministers. During the training of the first one, I watched as she set the table and before long I could see  

elements of Susan, followed next by one small thing Judith does, and finally a final action of Elliot’s. This 

young woman has spent a good amount of her life observing worship and now the Holy Spirit has worked 

through these Assistant Minister to inspire someone to do it herself! With the other trainee I watched her 

observe Jean and Susan with delight, eating up their movements and being joyfully surprised in watching 

the differences between Jean and Susan. Jean and Susan encouraged her to take what they taught and make 

it her own, giving her both comfort in the face of a rather intimidating task and getting her excited at having 

such responsibility in worship.  

 How wonderful it is to know of the Holy Spirit’s power to do such things! When one least expects it 

(such as even the way one sets the chalice for communion) someone’s observations bring about a wonderful 

transformation through the Holy Spirit as the action inspires faith and a desire to do God’s work in the 

world. Now, before I go further I do not want to scare people into doing nothing, because I can understand 

how scary this can be. We do not like being observed because we know the nature of our sin, and what it 

can do to this world. We are embarrassed about ourselves and the junk that is in our life. 

 However, God still has made a claim on you. In baptism Christ claims us, our baggage included. 

Despite our downfalls, God uses us to carry out the kingdom in ways that go beyond our wildest imagina-

tions. I think this is something worth celebrating especially since God likes to use us to care for one another 

and to inspire faith whether it be the Assistant Minister’s careful laying of cloths on the table, the friendly 

smile of our greeters, the Stephen’s Minister who walks into the messy situations of life to be with the  

people in that mess, to be a teacher and push people’s minds and spirits to grasp the meaning of our Holy 

Scriptures and doctrines or the many other things that are happening in and around Bethlehem. All these 

things and more can have an awesome effect on those who are around you, and you may never know what 

the Holy Spirit is up to and using you in carrying out God’s kingdom. 

 Martin Luther writes to sin boldly and to believe even more boldly. God has chosen you all to carry 

out the kingdom of God. Sure we are going to screw up, but God calls us to sometimes take those risks, and 

while some may lead us to sin, we are called to believe even more strongly in the grace that God has first 

given us in Jesus Christ. For this time of Lent many people are going to give up something or look to a 

spiritual practice to focus themselves. Might I recommend something else:  reach out to someone else in the 

community or the congregation that you do not know very well. You might be surprised what the Holy 

Spirit might decide to do in the midst of that interaction. 

Pastor Erik Grayvold             February 2015 

Thank you for all the cards, greetings, and goodies that were given to me for 
Christmas. It was wonderful to have such things especially since I had no time 
this year to actually make any myself. Thank you again for all that you do! 

Pastor Erik 
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 WELCA NEWS 

There will be a WELCA meeting on Thursday, February 19 at 1:00 at the church. Who are 
the Women of the ELCA? Every woman of every congregation of every ELCA church. 

Please join us for an afternoon of friendship and fellowship. If anyone needs transportation, 
please call the church office at 926.5596 and arrangements will be made. 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 
    This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months 

Families Helped          6           5     29 

Rent        $590      $360          $2,218 

Utilities        $ 93      $ 93           $1,415 

Sales Items           85                  64     702 

Sales       $1,211      $690          $10,152 

Listings          69         78    551 

Shipments            5           5      16 

         *A percent of sales goes to paying expenses, commissions, and contributions to First Contact and BLC 

Property Committee Update 

A big thank you to those who helped brighten up the hallways and narthex. Thanks to 

WELCA for picking out the paint, buying it and delivering it to the church. Thanks to 

the preparers and painters (Allan and Kris Wilson, Ron and Gail Ludwig, Jeri  

Kasten, Wayne Laeder, Evie Edborg, and Al Gaston). A lot was accomplished by this 

small group of people. 

We Love Your Ideas! 

We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial to our congregation or  
programs/events you would like to see in our church, please share them.  
 
Please feel free to write them down and put them in the basket in the back of the church or  
e-mail Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com. 

There will be an Outreach/Social Committee meeting to start planning the 
“Spring Fling” on Sunday, February 8th at 5:00pm at the home of Evie  
Edborg, 1796 Texas Street. 

This will be a planning “pizza/beverage” meeting. We need to brainstorm more 
fabulous ideas to make this affair the best ever. Funds from this benefit will go 
directly to fund Pastor’s youth groups’ activities in the coming year. 

All ideas will be discussed. Planning for an affair in the spring will help you 
deal with the “winter blahs”! 

Outreach/Social Committee Meeting on Sunday, February 8 
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February Worship Assistants 

February 1 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Karan Smith  

Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer     

Acolyte(s): Megan Pratt and Addison Cole  Kendall Klaiber and Andrew Skalku  

Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers: Gail Ludwig 

February 8 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Reynold Wolter    Larry & Cathy Zaideman 

Reader: Evie Edborg       

Acolyte(s): Alyssa Cole and Ian Leady  Jeremy Laeder    

Counters: Ron Ludwig and Reynold Wolter 

Altar Flowers: Lois Fancher        
 
February 15 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Allan & Kris Wilson 

Reader: Mark Peterson 

Acolyte(s): Anna Leady and Caroline Scheidt Riley Hall and Andrew Skalku  

Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 

Altar Flowers: Rich & Rhonda Klaiber 

 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18 12:00 p.m.     6:00 p.m. 

Assisting Minister:  

Greeter(s):  

Reader:  

Acolyte(s):    

 

February 22 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 

Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen  

Greeter(s): Al & Marcia Gaston   Bill & Sharon Skalku 

Reader: Judith Peters 

Acolyte(s): Megan Pratt and Bryce Thoma  Kendall Klaiber    

Counter: Al Gaston 

Altar Flowers: Carla Coffman 

 

  Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Barbara Black and Karan Smith 

23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord  
rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord  

you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  
It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  

Colossians 3:23-24 (NASB) 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, INDIANA 

NOVEMBER 2014 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The November 2014 church council meeting was called to order at 6:05pm. The president and the secretary 

present. 

Pastor Grayvold opened with prayer and a discussion of I First John, Chapter IV. 

Mr. Gaston moved to accept the minutes from the October 2014 meeting as corrected, seconded by Mrs. 

Coffman and carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  29 meetings, 14 conducted classes, 14 visits, and one pastoral act. 

 Working with Mrs. Tuttle and Mr. Thostesen to develop new methods of visitations allowing pastor to 

 have more time and helping to better care for the congregation. 

 Jonathan Rundman concert was successful. 

 Confirmation students are having a lock-in December 5th and 6th, 2014. 

 There is an ELCA movement to review a more open policy to allow all who wish to receive  

 communion do so. 

 Homosexual marriage being legal in Indiana, it is up to each congregation on how to approach this 

 topic. 

 Both issues will be discussed by the church council and what policies should be set forth. 

Financial/Treasurer’s Report:  Mrs. Knapp presented the October 2014 financial reports. 

 The congregation has a positive balance of $4,000.00 

 Mortgage contributions are still falling short. The mortgage reserve (from sale of old church) balance is 

 $5,000.00. 

 Mrs. Fancher moved to accept the financial reports as presented, seconded by Mrs. Smith and carried. 

Financial Committee:  Mr. Gaston questioned if the Financial committee had a secretary and the counters were 

 under this committee. After reviewing the standing resolutions pertaining to the Finance committee, 

 either applied. 

Worship Committee:  Mrs. Smith reported that additional assistance (ushers, etc.) are needed for the 7:00pm 

 Christmas Eve service. The service will be traditional. 

Bread of Love:  One family was assisted for utilities. 67 items were listed. 64 items were sold for $728.00. 

 Two shipments were made. 

Stewardship Committee:  Still collecting time/talents questionnaire and pledges. Pledge results:  39 families 

 for $75,000.00 and 28 families for $37,900.00 mortgage. 

 Pastor Grayvold wants every shut-in to receive communion and visited monthly. 

 Also, volunteers are needed to send birthday cards, etc. to shut-ins. 

Christian Education:  Committee met November 4, 2014 and discussed the 2015 VBS program combining 

 with ELCA and non-ELCA congregations and using the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry. 

 2015 first communion class would like to include anyone who has not made their first communion. 

Continued on next page 
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 Notice will be put in February 2015 newsletter announcing a parents meeting to discuss a date for the 

 start of classes. 

 Current confirmation classes are going well. 

 The Sunday School Christmas program will be held December 21, 2015. 

Outreach Committee:  Toiletries for the women’s homeless shelter have been delivered. 

Social Committee:  Dinners for homeless women shelter at Trinity Valparaiso are needed for February and 

 March 15, 2015. 

 Grant account money will be used for approximately nine Thanksgiving food baskets for the needy. 

Property Committee:  Mrs. Coffman reported that Stonard will repair the poured floor cracks November 18, 

 2014.  

 Painting project is postponed until January 2015. A meeting will be held November 13, 2014 regarding 

 the cell tower. 

Old Business:  Bethlehem is hosting the Northwest IN Conference Assembly on December 7, 2014 at 2:00pm. 

 Fifty attendees are expected. 

 Mr. Gaston presented a proposal from Advanced Communications for one portion of the audio visual 

 system at a cost of $10,068.00. 

 There is $7,056.66 in the AV fund. WELCA has committed $1,500.00 to the project. 

 Donations will still be accepted. 

 Mr. Gaston requested the balance be borrowed from the savings account to purchase the equipment. 

 Mrs. Beyer moved to borrow the money from savings account and purchase the AV equipment.  

 Seconded by Mrs. Fancher and carried. 

New Business:  December 14, 2014 there will be one service at 11:00. Sunday school will start at 9:45. The 

 Advent Dinner will begin at 12:30. 

 Funeral policy for non-members:  non-members having a funeral service at the church can rent the  

 social hall but  must provide the meal for the luncheon. 

 Development of a new announcement bulletin is in process. 

Pastor Grayvold closed with prayer. 

Mrs. Fancher moved to adjourn seconded by Mrs. Coffman. Meeting adjourned at 8:35pm. 

Ron Ludwig 

Secretary 

NOVEMBER 2014 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  

Continued from previous page 

There will be two services on  
Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2015.  
The first one will be at 12:00pm and  

there will be an evening service at 6:00pm. 
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Finance Update 

The month of December saw a large increase in giving to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. Our monthly mort-
gage payment is $5,813.36. In December, a total of $12,270.00 was given, of which $50.00 was a memorial-
gift. The mortgage balance currently is $284,772.68. There are approximately 46 more payments. Although we 
struggle some months to make our mortgage payment, we as a congregation are blessed by the gifts that God 
has given us. Please prayerfully consider your giving. Praise God from whom all blessings flow — we were 

able to take down eleven (11) bricks from our picture in the narthex! 

Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2013. 

The balances in our various accounts as of December 31st are as follows – 

Operating Account       $    1,397.54 — money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Savings        $  16,645.38 

Pastor’s Fund                   $       492.54 — money used to help people in need 

Grants               $     4,296.87 — money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be used for  
              community outreach and help 

Mortgage Reserve       $     5,000.00 — money from the sale of the old building 

Mortgage Reduction         $     9,468.16 — money from envelopes each week that pay the mortgage 
      
Youth Group        $     2,460.34 — money earned by the youth from pancake suppers and 
                        Easter breakfasts 

Bread of Love              $       537.10 — money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront  — a portion 
             of these proceeds is given back to Bethlehem, 1st Contact in  
             Valparaiso, and transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock        $       100.00 — money from the sale of donated stock 

Leadership Fund       $   24,575.00  

Audio Visual Fund       $     2,147.67 — money to be used for the installation of monitors in the church      
                                  sanctuary 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

Announcing a NEW and SIMPLE Way  to Donate to Your Church 
Bethlehem has established an account at Edward Jones in Chesterton that will allow you to donate stock to 

the Church. By donating stock to the Church, you are allowed to take the value of the stock at the time of the 

sale, on which you pay no taxes, and the Church receives the proceeds.  

If you are interested in learning about this means of donating or have questions, please contact Eric Isakson 

at Edward Jones at (219) 926-8966. 

Households Being Prayed for in February 

Jan. 31 & Feb. 1 February 7 & 8 February 14 & 15 February 21 & 22 

Butz 

Johnson, L. 

Hodgkiss 

Korthals 
Bush 

Beyer 

Andershock 

Hall, M. 

Hiser 

Kittredge 
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The Council decided at a recent meeting, in appreciation of the work of the confirmands, which was enjoyed and admired, to put 

forth their faith statement or testimonies. Each month, one Council member will publish their statement in the newsletter. 

Good Morning. 

Let me start with this Prayer… 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change and 

the courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the 

difference. Amen. 

This prayer is said by me often. I enjoy my life. I have been 

blessed and I am grateful for who I am and where I am right now 

at this time of my life. 

This may sound boastful, but let me tell you I have not always felt 

this way. 

The day I opened the door for God to enter into my life, is the day 

I looked around and started to see the beautiful sunrises and  

sunsets; and enjoy who I am, and where I want to be in this life. I 

cannot tell when or how this all came about, but I can tell you I 

am doing better with accepting the things I cannot change and 

working on making a difference in the things I can change. 

With God walking with me, He gives the wisdom to accept the 

good and the bad in every day. 

Thank you, 

Karan Smith 

Classes begin March 8 for children in early elementary grades whose  

parents or guardians desire them to receive instruction about the Sacrament 

of Holy Communion. They are intended for children who have not yet  

received Communion or those who desire a better understanding of the  

Sacrament. Participants will learn about the origins, meaning, and  

significance of Holy Communion. 

One or both parents must attend the classes along with their child. The 

classes are scheduled to meet on March 8, March 15, and March 22 during 

the Sunday School hour. Please let your Sunday School teacher know as 

soon as possible of any conflict with these dates. Students will receive their 

First Communion on Palm Sunday, March 29. 

Please make a reservation to attend the classes by contacting your child’s Sunday School teacher or  

Susan Collins at suejcoll@yahoo.com or 219.929.4222. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional ( T ) = Traditional   

                      WorshipWorship  

( C ) = Contemporary ( C ) = Contemporary   

                      Worship Worship   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship  (C) 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

2 
 

 

 

6:00p Bible 

Study Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

3 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Girl Scouts 

8:00p A.A. 

4    10:00a Alpha   

            Bible Study 

5:00p Choir   

           Rehearsal 

6:00p Worship &  

Music Committee 

6:30p Girl Scouts 

5 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship 

(T) 

8 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship  (C) 

 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

9 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Bible 

Study Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

10 
 

 

 

 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry  

8:00p A.A. 

11 
10:00a  Alpha   

           Bible Study 

 

5:00p Choir   

           Rehearsal 

5:30p Exec. Comm. 

6:00p Council. 

12 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Girl Scouts 
6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

13 

 

 
 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship 

(T) 

15 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship  (C) 

 

 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

16 
 

 

 

 

6:00p Bible 

Study Omega 

8:00p A.A. 

17 
 

 

 

  

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

18 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

12:00p Worship 

 

5:00p Choir   

           Rehearsal 

6:00p  Worship 

6:30p Girl Scouts 

19 
 

1:00p WELCA 

 

 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

20 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Worship 

(T) 

22 
8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C)  

12:00p Girl Scouts 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

23 
 

6:00p Bible 

Study Omega 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

24 
 

 

 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry  

8:00p A.A. 

25 
10:00a  Alpha   

           Bible Study 

 

 

5:00p Choir   

           Rehearsal 

26 

 
 

 

6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

27 

   

 

28 

 
 

 

5:30p Worship 

(T) 

Notes:     
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45 —Sunday School 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 
 
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when in travel, illness, or when other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

