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Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

Praise God! Our mortgage balance is currently under $295,000.00. The Church Council 
has been discussing ways to increase giving to help retire the mortgage. In the narthex, 
you will be seeing a large picture board that is covered with red bricks with increments 
of $1,000.00. At the end of each month, for each $1,000.00 that is given to the mort-
gage reduction fund, a brick will be removed. Our goal is to remove bricks as quickly as 
possible. When all of the bricks have been removed, our mortgage will have been paid 
for! Is this a special fund drive? Yes and No. ALL monies received, including regular 
giving and special giving designated for the mortgage reduction fund will be put toward 
the mortgage. Members have suggested that for husbands and wives, instead of buying 
Christmas presents, donate that amount to the fund. Families may go together and pur-
chase a brick above their regular giving.  Bricks may be given in memory of loved ones 
or the birth of a baby or grandchild. Think of all of the programming and outreach that 
our church could do when the mortgage is retired. Red envelopes will be available to be 
used for this program, or you may also use your regular giving envelopes. Please pray 
about our efforts and discuss with your family. If $1000.00 is received as a memory gift 
for someone who has passed, or the birth of a baby, a list of those people will be pub-
lished in the Beacon.  Thank you for all of the support you as a congregation has shown. 

Chocolate is coming back!!! Lutheran World Relief fair trade chocolate is coming back 
on the scene, and should be available this month. We will be having quite a variety of 
organic chocolate bars that will be sold one Sunday every month. We will have dark 
chocolate almond, dark chocolate mint crunch (Pastor Erik’s favorite), dark chocolate 
raspberry, very dark chocolate, milk chocolate with hazelnut, milk chocolate caramel 
crunch with sea salt, as well as mini dark and milk chocolate.  

This is not a fund raiser, as we are selling the chocolate at our cost, but our way of  
showing support for Lutheran World Relief, a non-profit organization that works with 
local partners to provide lasting solutions to poverty, injustice and human suffering. 
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Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
pastorchestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church  
906-364-1035 Cell or 219-250-2690 Home 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Al Gaston - Finance Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary Jane Butz - Christian Education 
mjbutz@gmail.com 
219-929-8019 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Ruth Ann Tuttle - Stewardship Committee 
rgtuttle@comcast.net 
219-926-1010 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

We are in search of one or two VBS coordinators for next 
summer. Please consider volunteering for this  

position. There isn’t much to do right now with the  
program, however, we are asking now so we can  

begin preparing for this coming summer.  
If you are interested, please see Mary Jane or Becky. 

There are no Council 
Meeting minutes due to 

the fact that there was no 
Council Committee  

meeting in December. 
The Council Meeting 

minutes from the 
November Council  

meeting will be approved 
during January’s  
meeting, and then  
posted next month. 
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 Many exciting things are happening 
here at Bethlehem. This month marks six 
months that I have been living and working 
among the people here in this congregation 
and the community around it. Worship is 
making some technological changes as the 
memorial project was finally able to com-

plete one part of the project, two Bible studies have been active in their learning of several different books 
of the Bible, there has been some exciting discussions about mission opportunities both local and global, 
and many other folks in the leadership are fired up by the Holy Spirit to start exploring the potential of what 
this congregation is called to do. 
 In the beginning of Acts, the Holy Spirit acts as tongues of fire that metaphorically and literally “fire 
up” the apostles to leave their space and proclaim the Gospel. These apostles went out into their community 
using skills they did not know they had, and proclaimed a message that was very dangerous at that time to 
do. Lately, people have been remarking how conversations about what they heard in worship and/or Bible 
Studies has triggered their confidence to witness—to speak on the love of God even beyond our doors of 
Bethlehem. While we may not have the same dangers as people in Jesus time, people are practicing their 
witness in a time where people are afraid to speak about what God has done and is doing for them. When 
the Holy Spirit is at work, we cannot help but praise the living God who “fires us up” to be witnesses to the 
light of Christ! 
 During this season of Epiphany, just as the days start to get longer, we will be witnessing the light 
entering into the world as Jesus begins his journey into the world. Jesus’ humble entry in the world begins, 
at least according to Mark, with Jesus being baptized at the Jordan River. Why would one who is without 
sin go and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins? Jesus does not do it for his sake, but rather does it for the 
sake of the world. Jesus knows of our humanity, and takes an act of his cousin’s and makes it his own. In 
doing so Jesus leaves a promise for us in our own baptism; Jesus’ baptism is what binds us to him through 
the Holy Spirit. John the Baptizer says that Jesus will come and baptize with fire, and that fire of the Holy 
Spirit is what binds us to Jesus. Just as we are baptized into a life with Jesus, we are baptized into his death 
and resurrection. The freedom from sin and death given to us in Jesus’ work on the cross allows us to live 
in love with God and one another, and in that love, the Holy Spirit “fires us up” to show that love in radical 
ways that denies death and sins grasp on us. We can stand against injustice in this world and seek to bring 
peace to our communities, and step over barriers that society puts in front of us that blocks us from showing 
the love of God to the whole world. 
 So as we enter into this New Year, what excites you about this coming year? What conversations 
are you hoping to have about the mission we have here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church? Where is the Holy 
Spirit “firing you up”? I encourage you to engage with other people in the congregation to see how they are 
getting fired up for this coming year and the work we are doing at Bethlehem. You might find that the Holy 
Spirit may work through you to bring about more and exciting things here at Bethlehem! 

Pastor Erik Grayvold             January 2015 

Sunday School News 

A big thank you to everyone who helped with the Christmas Program! 

As a reminder, there will be no Sunday School on Sunday, January 4th due to the Dune-
land Schools winter break. We will resume Sunday School on Sunday, January 11, 2015. 
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 WELCA NEWS 
The Women of  Evangelical Lutheran Church of America meet at church every third  

Thursday of the month at 1:00, unless otherwise noted, such as the month of January  
when there is no regular meeting. Watch the bulletin for further information. 

There are absolutely no words to express the gratitude to this congregation. God is  
certainly working through you. Because of you, we were able to provide gifts for 14 needy 

children, and gift cards for medication for 12 elderly people. All of these families were 
also given food baskets for the holidays. I know God will bless you for all you’ve done.  

Bea Beyer, Social Ministry  A
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Appreciation Corner... 

Bread of Love Monthly Report 
    This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months 
Families Helped          5           1     29 
Rent        $360      $100          $2,218 
Utilities        $ 93      $  0                  $1,415 
Sales Items          64                  64     781 
Sales         $728      $728         $11,683  
Listings          78         67    551 
Shipments            5           2      16 

*A percent of sales goes to paying expenses, commissions, and contributions to First Contact and BLC 

Property Committee Update 
The big project for the first part of the year is to repaint the hallways, narthex, and bath-

rooms near the office. This is a large undertaking and much help will be needed. 
The hope is to do this in January. The ceiling of the narthex is in need of repair. Is 
there someone in the congregation who can help with this? It would be better if  this is 
done before we start painting the narthex. The congregation will receive information early 
in the month indicating when the painting will take place. Hope to see many of you there. 

We Love Your Ideas! 
We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial to our congregation or  
programs/events you would like to see in our church, please share them.  
 
Please feel free to write them down and put them in the basket in the back of the church or  
e-mail Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com. 
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    New Flower Chart  
The new 2015 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board across from the Church  
Office. If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please have your dedication filled in on the chart,  
along with a preferred phone number should we need to contact you and a $25 check payable  
to “WELCA” turned in to the church office a week or two ahead of time or placed in the offering 
  to the attention of WELCA.  

There has been a price increase this year. Please keep in mind, families are welcome to go 
together in their dedications. Thank you! 

January Worship Assistants 
January 4 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Becky Cole and Family   
Reader: Susan Collins     
Acolyte(s): Anna Leady and Megan Pratt  Kendall Klaiber and Andrew Skalku 
Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers:  

January 11 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): David and Bev Stegeman      
Reader: Howard Peters       
Acolyte(s): Alyssa Cole and Shae Ogle  Hannah Hall    
Counters: Ron Ludwig and Reynold Wolter 
Altar Flowers: The Nidelchoff Family        
 
January 18 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Lois Fancher-Wiesemann  Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Judy Guidish 
Reader: Ruth Ann Tuttle 
Acolyte(s): Anna Lelady and  Caroline Scheidt Kendall Klaiber and Andrew Skalku 
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers: Audra Peterson 

January 25 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen  
Greeter(s): Margaret O’Rourke 
Reader: Reynold Wolter 
Acolyte(s): Alyssa Cole and Ben Van Wagner Jeremy Laeder  
Counter: Marlene Knapp 
Altar Flowers: Becky Cole 
 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Nancy Miller and Carla Coffman 

If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him 
do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  
~ 1 Peter 4:11 (KJV) 
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Finance Update 
The month of November saw a large increase in giving to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. Our monthly mort-
gage payment is $5,813.36. In November, a total of $6,955.00 was given, of which $150.00 were memorial 
gifts and $250.00 was rental income. The mortgage balance currently is $289,801.16. There are approximately 
47 more payments. Although we struggle some months to make our mortgage payment, we as a congregation 
are blessed by the gifts that God has given us. Please prayerfully consider your giving. Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow — we were able to take down seven (7) bricks from our picture in the narthex! 
Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2013. 

The balances in our various accounts as of November 30th are as follows – 

Operating Account       $    2,991.96 — money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Savings        $  22,144.45 

Pastor’s Fund                   $       967.52 — money used to help people in need 

Grants               $     4,539.00 — money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be used for  
              community outreach and help 

Mortgage Reserve       $     5,000.00 — money from the sale of the old building 

Mortgage Reduction         $     3,011.52 — money from envelopes each week that pay the mortgage 
      
Youth Group        $     2,460.34 — money earned by the youth from pancake suppers and 
                        Easter breakfasts 

Bread of Love              $       100.87  — money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront  — a portion 
             of these proceeds is given back to Bethlehem, 1st Contact in  
             Valparaiso, and transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock        $       100.00 — money from the sale of donated stock 

Leadership Fund       $   24,575.00  

Audio Visual Fund       $     9,050.66 — money to be used for the installation of monitors in the church      
                                  sanctuary 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

Announcing a NEW and SIMPLE Way  to Donate to Your Church 
Bethlehem has established an account at Edward Jones in Chesterton that will allow you to donate stock to 
the Church. By donating stock to the Church, you are allowed to take the value of the stock at the time of the 
sale, on which you pay no taxes, and the Church receives the proceeds. 
If you are interested in learning about this means of donating or have questions, please contact Eric Isakson 
at Edward Jones at (219) 926-8966. 

Households Being Prayed for in January 

January 3 & 4 January 10 & 11 January 17 & 18 January 24 & 25 
Black 
Hynek 
Kasten 

Huneryager 
Anderson 

Bross 

Jaeger 
Burrus 

Hartford 
Adams 
Becker 
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The Council decided at a recent meeting, in appreciation of the work of the confirmands, which was enjoyed and admired, to put 
forth their faith statement or testimonies. Each month, one Council member will publish their statement in the newsletter. 

Growing up I always remember going to Sunday school. As a teen, I was a Sunday 
school teacher and officer in the Luther League and sang in the choir. As an adult, I 
am still in choir and was on the council years ago for quite a few years and president 
of the council for a period of time. After retiring last year, I decided it was time to be 
more active again at church. I wanted to help, so when asked to be on the council, I 
said, “Yes”. 
I feel that I always had faith, that it was a part of my life. We had a busy life, raising 
two children and both Ollie (my first husband) and I were in business. There were 
times life was good and then as the years went on, there were challenging times when 
I really do not know what I would have done without having that faith. Watching my 

parents in their last few years battle illness and death, and the death of two husbands has been very difficult. 
However, those times were when God was there for me. It has been said that God only gives you what you 
can handle, but there were many times I told him He was giving me too much! It was also those times I 
really felt His help and guidance. 
I thank God for all He has given me — a good life, great family and friends, health and a faith in God. We all 
have challenges and sorrow but He will give us strength to go on each day if we believe in Him. 

~ Lois Fancher 

With Gratitude 
The homeless ladies we have been helping 

through Trinity Lutheran Church are so  
grateful for the toiletries we collected since 
last March. I am wondering if it would be  

possible to include lip balm in your donations. 
This is an Outreach Ministry.  
If you have any questions,  

please call Evie Edborg at 926.5596. 

To Pastor Erik and the Bethlehem family, 

We would like to thank Pastor Erik for all the visits and prayers during my hospital stay and 
rehab. 

Also to those who sent cards, phone calls and most of all the prayers that were  
answered. 

It’s been a long three months, but home now, feeling pretty good. It’s great to be home with my 
family. 

Thanks to all, Don Olson 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional ( T ) = Traditional   
                      WorshipWorship  
( C ) = Contemporary ( C ) = Contemporary   
                      Worship Worship   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

 
  

1   Church Office 
              Closed 
 

 
 
 
  

2 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship 
(T) 

4 
8:30a Worship (T) 
No Sunday School 
11:00a Worship  (C) 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

5 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible 
Study Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

6 
 
 
6:00p Girl Scouts 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

7     10:00a Alpha   

            Bible Study 
5:00p Choir   
           Rehearsal 
6:00p Worship &  
Music Committee 
6:30p Girl Scouts 

8 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
            Class 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship 
(T) 

11 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship  (C) 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

12 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible 
Study Omega 
8:00p A.A. 

13 
 
 
 
6:30p Stephen’s  
           Ministry  
 
8:00p A.A. 

14 
10:00a  Alpha   
           Bible Study 
 
5:00p Choir   
           Rehearsal 
5:30p Exec. Comm. 
6:00p Council. 

15 
 

 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
            Class 

16 
 
 
 

 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship 
(T) 

18 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship  (C) 
 
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

19 
 
 
 
6:00p Bible 
Study Omega 
 
8:00p A.A. 

20 
 
 
 
  
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

21 
10:00a  Alpha   
           Bible Study 
 
5:00p Choir   
           Rehearsal 
 
 6:30p Girl Scouts 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
            Class 

23 

 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship 
(T) 

25 
8:30a Worship (T) 
9:45a Sunday School 
11:00a Worship (C)  
 
6:00p N.A. 
8:00p A.A. 

26 
 
6:00p Bible 
Study Omega 
 
 
8:00p A.A. 

27 
 
 
6:30p Stephen’s  
           Ministry  
 
8:00p A.A. 

28 
10:00a  Alpha   
           Bible Study 
 
 
5:00p Choir   
           Rehearsal 

29 
 
 
 
6:00p Confirmation 
            Class 

30 
   

 

31 
 
 
 
5:30p Worship 
(T) 

Notes:     
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45 —Sunday School 
11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 
 
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when in travel, illness, or when other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


