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Sunday School News 

We have had a great start to our new Sunday School year! Bibles were presented 
and teachers were installed on Rally Day! Attendance numbers have been great, 
and we are hoping to keep going strong. 

A few dates to note:  The kids will sing during services on October 12th at the 
8:30am service, and October 19th at the 11:00am service. 

Trick-or-Treat for Jesus will be on Sunday, November 2nd, with the kids dressed as 
their favorite Biblical characters — more information to come,  watch the weekly 
bulletin. 

And...although it is hard to believe, it is almost time to start planning for the    
Christmas Pageant. If you are interested in volunteering your time or talents for the 

Pageant, please let us know —  
jillhuneryager@yahoo.com or radiohair69@gmail.com! 

As always, a big thank you to our faithful teachers and wonderful substitutes, who 
have been helping out already! 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

HELP US! 

We are in need of updating our directory. Please send your name 
with all of your families names, addresses, phone numbers, and 
email addresses to the church office by October 15th. There 
will also be index cards available in the Narthex if you choose 
to write it down for us. Thank you in advance for helping us 
update so we can better serve the congregation. 

Hey...it’s time for our popular and fun 3rd annual Autumn 

Fest. In addition to our traditional festivities, this year we 

have added a five-team tailgate party! Tickets are $10 per 

family or $5 per person. We are offering a $1 discount for 

bringing a non-perishable food item donation to the  

Westchester Food Pantry. 

For further information, call the church at 926.5596. 

3rd Annual Autumn Fest Tailgate Party 

Friday, October 3, 5:30pm — 8:30pm 
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Erik Grayvold, Pastor 
chestertonblc@gmail.com 
219-926-5596 Church  
906-364-1035 Cell or 2192690 Home 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President - Lois Fancher 
lois.fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

TBD - Finance Committee 
 

Mary Jane Butz - Christian Education 
mjbutz@gmail.com 
219-929-8019 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-928-8435 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
beabeyer2@frontier.com 
219-771-9977 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Al Gaston - Stewardship Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Pastor & Council Members  
The Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions  

or issues that may arise. Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Concert at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

On Friday, October 10, we will be hosting a Jonathan Rundman 

concert at the church, from 7pm to 9pm, in the sanctuary. 

There is no charge for the concert, however, a free will offering 

will be taken. This event is open to the public in outreach to the 

community. Invite your friends, neighbors and co-workers for a 

family-friendly evening of music and fellowship! 

More information on this artist can be found at his website:  

www.jonathanrundman.com  

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990
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Where do we get the concept of tithing? It is actually a biblical concept and the most apparent one 

is from Genesis 28.20-22 “Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over 

me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to 

my father’s household, then the Lord will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be 

God’s house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.”  

As the church developed after the death of Christ, it was common for people to give to the poor 

and in some places to live in common with one another and share all they had as seen in the Book of 

Acts. While even Luke, the writer of Acts, sees this as an idealism that is impossible to completely live 

out in life, the Bible has left a strong heritage involving the giving of money as being a part of the com-

munity. 

Unfortunately this practice has fallen into a “have-to” thing instead of a “get-to” thing. The me-

dieval Church to Modern times demanded that money be given in order to receive salvation. In fact, one 

of the biggest pushes that Martin Luther had against the Catholic Church was the practice of selling of 

indulgences—pieces of paper that said one’s sins or one’s relative’s sins were forgiven. While Lutheran 

and other Protestant religions have gotten away from the practice, some of those old mindsets have stuck 

with us to modern days. 

Instead, I believe tithing should not be a “have-to” thing, but rather a spiritual practice, much like 

meditative prayer, doing labyrinths, or intellectual study of Scripture. It is something to do as a part of 

our own personal relationship with God. How does giving money to the church or something else on a 

regular basis build on our relationship with God? It does so by acknowledging the very gift that money is 

to us. A lot of people like to misquote 1 Timothy 6:10 by saying money is the root of all evil rather than 

what it actually says “the LOVE OF money is the root of all evil.” Money is nothing more than daily 

bread: something given to us by God for the use in God’s kingdom. Like other gifts it can be used for 

good or evil, but God has given us the ability to at least choose what we do with that gift. In routinely 

giving, we are spiritually disciplining ourselves and acknowledging a relationship with God and the gifts 

God has given us. 

This is not just limited to our money, but to our time as well. Time is another gift given to us as 

daily bread. God gives us time to be together as the body of Christ and share in life with one another in 

community. Time is also meant for us to use our other gifts in building relationships with people. In vol-

unteering our time, we build bonds with those who are a part of our own communities and strengthen the 

ties that bind all of us. 

Not all of us are blessed with time and money. Sometimes we may have more than the other or 

neither. As a seminary student, I had more time than money, and as a part of my own tithing and spiritual 

discipline, I did academically required volunteer work at a local Lutheran congregation and actively lived 

and worshipped in the community life of that congregation. Now that I am living on wages earned and 

not student loans, I am celebrating that I can actually give money back to the community and give regu-

larly.  Honestly, I am not giving much at the moment, but the fact is that I actually can now give and 

celebrate in that fact because God has given me a job and the ability to share the money that has been 

first given to me by God. As time goes on I hope to give more as I become liberated from student loans 

or even learn better how to cut back on spending money on wasteful things. Giving is never meant to be a 

“have-to” thing, but rather an acknowledgment of all that God has given us and the wonderful freedom 

God has given us to share our money, time, and talents in building community with one another. 

Message from Pastor Erik — OCTOBER 2014 
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October Worship Assistants 

October 5 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister:  Mark Peterson   Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s):  May Urbans    Sharon Skalku  

Reader: Audra Peterson 

Acolyte(s):  Alyssa and Addison Cole  Jeremy Laeder 

Counters: Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers: Nancy Miller 

October 12 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson   Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Don & Billie Burrus 

Reader: Ruth Ann Tuttle 

Acolyte(s): Anna Leady and Shea Ogle Riley Hall 

Counters: Ron Ludwig and Reynold Wolter 

Altar Flowers: Marlene Knapp       

October 19 8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins   Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s): Linda Peterson 

Reader: Margaret O’Rourke 

Acolyte(s): Alyssa Cole and Ian Leady  Kendall Klaiber 

Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 

Altar Flowers: Audra Peterson 

October 26 8:30 a.m.     11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister:  Judith Peters    Elliot Thostesen  

Greeter(s): Chris Stegemann 

Reader: Lois Fancher 

Acolyte(s):  Anna Leady, Jordan Huneryager Hanna Hall   

Counter: Marlene Knapp 

Altar Flowers: Bea Beyer 

Serving this month from the Altar Guild:  Linda Peterson 

Seek the LORD and His strength, seek His presence continually. ~ 1 Chronicles 16:11 

                          Altar Flowers 

The 2014 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the blue bulletin board across 
from the Church Office. If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please have 
your dedication and $20 check payable to “WELCA” turned in to the 

church office at least a week ahead of time. Thank you! 
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Thanks to the never-ending effort that is given by the Property Committee. They work so 
hard to keep our church running and the grounds looking nice. 

Thank you, Carla Coffman, Allan Wilson, Jeri Kasten, Wayne Laeder, Tom Bush, Kristine 
Wilson, Adam Leady, John Coffman, Jack Lindenmeyer, George Maney, Rich Klaiber, Eric 
Olson and Larry Westergren. 
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Appreciation Corner... 

Bible Studies Alpha and Omega 
There are two new Bible Studies being held at the church. Bible Study Alpha, studying 1 Corinthians, meets 

on Wednesdays at 10am. Bible Study Omega will be meeting on Mondays at 6pm, starting October 6th. 

 WELCA MEETING 

There will be a WELCA meeting on Thursday, October 16th at 1:00pm at the church. Monthly WELCA meet-
ings are held at the church the third Thursday of the month. 

Heavenly desserts will be served following a healing, spiritual Bible study.  

Also, keep in mind, our very popular Holiday Market is Saturday, November 8th, from 9am to noon. 

We Love Your Ideas! 

We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial to our congregation  or programs/events 
you would like to see in our church, please share them. Please feel free to write them down and put them in 
the basket in the back of the church or e-mail Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com. 

Upcoming Special Worship Services 

On October 12, we will be having a HEALING SERVICE. This will be at all three services and is an expres-

sion in worship of the church’s ministry of healing Here all who sense the need for God’s healing in any as-

pect of their lives may join in prayer for others and themselves. 

Sunday, October 26 is REFORMATION SUNDAY. Don’t forget to wear red. 

On All Saints Sunday, November 2, 2014, we will be reading the names of loved ones who passed during 

2014. There will be candles available for family members to light and a bell with be rung in their memory. If 

you have a loved one who passed this year, please notify the office so their name will be read in church on All 

Saints Sunday. 

The Autumn Services will start on Saturday, October 4th. 

Announcing a NEW and SIMPLE Way  to Donate to Your Church 
Bethlehem has established an account at Edward Jones in Chesterton that will allow you to donate stock to 

the Church. By donating stock to the Church, you are allowed to take the value of the stock at the time of the 

sale, on which you pay no taxes, and the Church receives the proceeds. 

If you are interested in learning about this means of donating or have questions, please contact Eric Isakson 

at Edward Jones at (219) 926-8966. 



6  

6  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

AUGUST 2014 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

The August 2014 church council meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  The president and the  

secretary present. Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Beyer were absent. 

Mr. Ludwig moved to suspend the rules, seconded by Mrs. Knapp to allow Mrs. Dilley to present a gift of 

a quilt honoring Mr. Frank Wickburg. Ms. Edborg moved to accept the quilt as a gift seconded by Mrs. 

Butz and carried. Blessing of the quilt will take place August 24, 2014. 

Pastor Grayvold opened with prayer and devotions (Matthew 20:21-23). 

Mr. Gaston moved to accept the minutes as corrected from the June 2014 meeting, seconded by Mrs. 

Coffman and carried. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT:   Twelve meeting were attended, four visits and four pastoral acts; August 17, 2014; 

 two transfers and one baptism. August 23/24, 2014; blessing of the backpacks. 

  September 7, 2014; included confirmation students in rally day activities, provide 

 to confirmands’ Lutheran Study Bibles and Luther’s Small Catechism. 

  Process of developing new wedding class material to present to Council. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS —   

 

Financial/Treasurer: Mrs. Knapp presented the July 2014 treasurer’s reports and again requested  

 committee budgets be submitted in September 2014. 

  To reduce cost, the only printed information on the new contributing envelopes will 

 be Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 

  A $150.00 benevolence was given to the Northwest Indiana District and a $100.00  

 benevolence given to ELCA synod. 

  A $700.00 memorial was given to be distributed as follows:  1/3 to mortgage, 1/3 to 

 audio visual fund and 1/3 to Christian Education. 

  There was a $2,500.00 short-full for the mortgage. 

  Mrs. Fancher moved to accept the Treasurer’s Reports, seconded by Mrs. Coffman 

 and carried. Reports attached. 

Stewardship:  Mr. Gaston reported on an event he attended for stewardship. Main message of the 

 meeting stressed stewardship is a year-round activity returning a portion of gifts 

 provided by God in time, treasure and talents. 

  Three kinds of giving were discussed:  a continuing legacy, special occasion (from 

 income), wills and savings. Several fund raisers revealed 80% of giving is derived 

 from 20% of donors. Different approaches to fund raising were discussed. 

  Multiple events are scheduled requiring volunteers at different locations. 

  Mr. Eric Olson and Mrs. Janet LaHayne have joined the committee.   

- 1 - 

continued on next page 
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Bread of Love:  Three families were assisted — $300.00 for rent. Forty-two items were sold  

 resulting in $575.00 in sales. Forty-two listings and one shipment were made. 

Social Ministries: Committee will meet August 24, 2014 to finalize the “Tail Gate Bash” which will be 

 held September 26, 2014. 

Worship:  Services changes recommended by Pastor Grayvold were discussed and the  

   committee was in favor of the changes. Beginning September 7, 2014; the three  

   service fall schedule will begin. 8:30 Sunday and 5:30 Saturday services will be  

   traditional. The Sunday 11:00am service will be contemporary 

Christian Education: Simplified, Augsburg Bibles (with different levels of progression) will be distributed 

 for VBS or Sunday school. VBS money is due the first week of December. Mrs.  

 Peterson and Mrs. Huneryager will have a cookout August 23, 2014 to kick-off  

 Sunday school and back-to-school backpacks. Ideas for the Christmas Program are 

 being considered. 

Property:  A new lock has been installed and keys made for the shed. Furnace filters have 

 been replaced. Due to deterioration of a water pipe, a faucet was taken out of  

 service. 

Outreach:  $100.00 for food was provided for Shadyside. 

Old Business:  Mr. Thostesen will be contacted for planning, timing, events, etc. for the Northwest 

 Indiana Conference fall assembly to take place one afternoon in October at  

 Bethlehem. 

New Business:  Pastor Grayvold requested that $6,000 from base salary be transferred into  

 housing. A motion was made by Mrs. Knapp to transfer $6,000.00 from his basic 

 salary to housing allowance. Motion seconded by Mrs. Fancher and carried. 

  The semi-annual budget meeting will be held November 9, 2014 between the 

 8:30am and 11:00am services. 

  Mr. Gaston briefly mentioned establishing an endowment fund with a board of  

 directors using only the interest. No action taken. 

Mrs. Coffman moved to adjourn seconded by Mrs. Butz. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

Ron Ludwig                                                                                                             
Secretary 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

AUGUST 2014 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

- 2 - 

continued from previous page 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but  

to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? ~ Micah 6:8 
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Finance Update 

 

The month of August saw a decrease in giving to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. Our monthly        
mortgage payment is $5,813.36. In August, a total of $5,525.00 was given, of which $2,020.00 were 
memorial gifts. The mortgage balance currently is $304,750.53. There are approximately 51 more 
payments.  Although we struggle some months to make our mortgage payment, we as a congrega-
tion are blessed by the gifts that God has given us. Please prayerfully consider your giving. New and 
exciting times are ahead! 

Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2013. 

The balances in our various accounts as of August 31st are as follows – 

Operating Account       $  11,654.93 — money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Savings        $  22,141.14 

Pastor’s Fund                $       869.49 — money used to help people in need 

Grants        $    4,539.00 — money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent to be   
                         used for community outreach and help 

Mortgage Reserve       $    5,000.00 — money from the sale of the old building 

Mortgage Reduction      $    6,412.58 — money from envelopes each week that pay the   
                         mortgage 

Youth Group        $   2,460.34 — money earned by the youth from pancake suppers and 
                        Easter breakfasts 

Bread of Love       $      171.09 — money from the sale of items on the Amazon   
                        storefront  — a portion of these proceeds is given  
              back to Bethlehem, 1

st
 Contact in Valparaiso, and 

              transferred to Pastor’s Special Fund 

EJ Stock       $      100.00 — money from the sale of donated stock 

Leadership Fund      $ 24,575.00  

Audio Visual Fund       $  5,128.00 — money to be used for the installation of monitors in the church      
                                sanctuary 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 or 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 
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Bread of Love Monthly Report 

    This Month  Last Month  Last 12 Months 

Families Helped          2           3    28 

Rent        $150      $300   $2,228 

Utilities       $100      $1,295 

Sales Items         117                   42       817 

Sales         $1,708      $575             $12,936  

Listings          70         47    763 

Shipments            0           1    12 

*Some percent of sales goes to paying expenses and contributions to First Contact and BLC 

Property Committee Update 

I would like to thank those who helped accomplish the “rocking” of the church grounds. Two 

loads of rocks have been put down this month. I would like to express thanks to those who 

helped accomplish this goal:  Allan Wilson, Jeri Kasten, Wayne Laeder, Tom Bush, Kirstine 

Wilson, Adam Leady, Eric Olson and John Coffman.  

Also, thanks to Bea Beyer, Marlene Knapp, Allan Wilson and Wayne Laeder for cleaning and 

straightening some of our storage areas. 

Have you noticed how nice our lawn looks? Thanks to our lawn crew:  Richard Klaiber, Tom 

Bush, Adam Leady and Larry Westergren. 

Anyone who would like to join this group of dedicated workers for fun and frolic in service to 

the church, please contact me at 926.7990. 

       Carla Coffman, Property Chairman 

Families Being Prayed for in October 

October 4 & 5 October 11 & 12 October 18 & 19 October 25 & 26 

Tegt 

Westergren 

Kemp 

Lindquist, C. 

Callaway 

Gaston 

King 

Ouelette 

Peterson, G. 

Peterson, S. 

Rittel 

Dougherty, J. 

Johnson, R. 

Reitz 

LaHayne 

O’Conner 

Miller, D. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We thank you all for your prayers, and spiritual and emotional care throughout the illness and death  
of our beloved husband, father, father-in-law, and “pa-pa”.  

 It is so evident that our Lord is alive through every one of your hugs, handshakes, beautiful cards, 
 words, donations and more.  

 We are blessed and heavenly Doug thanks you, too! 

 God bless you all, 

   Ann, Tom (Thomasina) Moodie, LeeAnn and Adam and Anna, Ian and Elsa Leady 

Audio Visual Update 

The audio visual committee has been contacting providers over the last few months, and has  
finally received a proposal. The amount offered was about $10,000 for one display screen. It was 
decided to start with one since the fund only has $6,000 at this time. 

The display will probably be about the size of the rough openings provided at construction of the 
building. A rear projection system will be used which means no equipment will be visible in the  

sanctuary except the screen. In addition, we will need some  
computer equipment to control the presentations similar to how the  
contemporary service is projected. The plan is to use used Apple  
computers because of the display software available. The larger screen in 
the new system will provide for larger lettering and screen will provide  
improved brightness. At a later date we would hope to add a second dis-
play at a cost of about $8,500. 

Stewardship Committee Update 

As the stewardship committee begins the fall pledge campaign, you’ll be hearing about more  
activities and dates, but to give you a “sneak peek”, keep these events and dates in mind: 

 Sept. 27/28 and Oct. 4/5 — Brief updates from committee chairpersons about activities in their 
respective committees. 

 Oct. 4/5 — Time and Talent Pledge to be returned during services. 

 Oct. 18/19 — Treasure Please to be returned during services and special thanksgiving fellowship 
activity for the congregations. 

LOOK FOR MORE UPDATES AND INFORMATION IN THE NEXT COUPLE OF WEEKS!!! 

There is a box in the Narthex for notes you can write for the Council’s considerations on, concerns, 
questions, suggestions, etc. At the September Council meeting, the notes from the wooden box were 
read: 

To Betty and children, we would like to come up with a song every season to make us all dance, and 
that may be a possibility. 

To the person who would like to see a table of plenty done here at Bethlehem:  At this time, we do 
not have resources to accomplish this. 

To the person who would like people being prayed for to be put in the newsletter:  I think we could 
get Linda, our efficient Secretary to do this for us. (please see page 9 in this month’s newsletter) 
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Sunday School teacher needed for 1st and 2nd graders for 2014-2015 Sunday School year. 

Please contact Mary Jane Butz at 219.929.4630 or 219.928.8019. Thank you. 

The Council decided at a recent meeting, in appreciation of the work of the confirmands, which was 

enjoyed and admired, to put forth their faith statement or testimonies. Each month, one Council   

member will publish their statement in the newsletter. 

When the idea of writing a faith statement came up, I panicked. My statement isn’t full 

of biblical terms. It’s not mind-blowing or complicated. However, it’s all mine and 

makes me give thanks everyday for our church and the beautiful congregation that  

supports me. 

I grew up in the church. I was baptized as a Catholic and became Lutheran at the age of 

six. I remember going to church and Sunday school every Sunday. As I grew into my 

teen years and early adulthood, church became something that I felt I “had” to do      

instead of something I wanted to do. As I began to have my own children I took them 

to church every Sunday. Why did I do this? It’s what I felt was the right thing to do but 

that was the only reason I could come up with. 

When Alyssa, my oldest was ten, and Addison was six, they attended the VBS program 

at church. What an amazing experience they had. Both girls talked about all the fun 

they were having and sharing the Bible stories they were learning. It was through 

Alyssa that summer that completely changed my faith. Watching her experience this 

was by far one of the best moments as a mom. It was then that I began to pray whole-

heartedly for me to feel what she was feeling. In time, we together as a family started 

to build upon our faith. I started to look at the reasons I wanted to go to church and 

what I could do for the church. I started to experience what I thought Alyssa was going 

through. I can honestly say I felt different. I started to really look forward to going to 

church every Sunday. Talking about my faith was something I no longer felt the need to 

hide. 

Everyday I thank God for bringing me to this point. I look at Alyssa and I thank God 

for the gift she has given me. 

Becky Cole 

We are in search of one or two VBS coordinators for next  

summer. Please consider volunteering for this position. There isn’t much to do right now with 

the program, however, we are asking now so we can begin preparing for next summer. If you 

are interested, please see Mary Jane or Becky. 
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OCTOBER 2014OCTOBER 2014  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional ( T ) = Traditional   

                      WorshipWorship  

( C ) = Contemporary ( C ) = Contemporary   

                      Worship Worship   

Notes:   
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30 

 

 
6:00p Confirmation 

            Class 

31 
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14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Friday: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

All are welcome! 

 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45 —Sunday School 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Please leave your checkbook at home. Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer  
electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for 
individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
Direct Debit Giving, as well as EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer), is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 
 
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or  
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when in travel, illness, or when other circumstances may prevent you from  
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to embrace 
electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms  provides  
convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enormous 
amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and disposal of  
paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an individual can 
take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already produced more than a 
50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think about 
the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. It is a simple, generous choice. Authorization forms are available 
from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

