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Catch up on the 
latest news from 

the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30 pm Saturdays 

9:30 am Sundays 

Congregational Meeting—June 8th  
 

On Sunday, June 8th, 2014, the congregation will hold a special meet-
ing after the 9:30 a.m. service to vote on whether the Pastoral candidate 
should become our Full-time Pastor.  

If the congregation votes in favor, he would begin serving Bethlehem. 

If the congregation does not vote in favor, we will continue the Call 
Process.  

Call Committee Update  
The call committee would like to thank the congregation for having faith is 
us during the past 2 years.  As we hand the process over to the council and 
they carry the events of the call process through from here, we thank the 
congregation for your continued prayers as we also prayerfully awaited a 
potential candidate.   

During this week, we ask you to pray to God that the Holy Spirit lives within 
each one of us and guides us as we consider the candidate as our future 
leader. 

 
Al, Audra, Dawn, Marlene and Rick, 

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank the entire call commit-
tee for all of their hard work, their willingness to endure multiple emails in a 
single night, and for your prayerful consideration throughout the process!  
What a wonderful opportunity it was for me to work with such a great team! 
Audra  

Call Committee Members are: 

Audra Peterson - 406-0905 – Committee Chair  
Marlene Knapp - 787-8115  
Al Gaston - 926-4322  
Rick Klaiber - 728-1498  
Dawn Thostesen - 395-9743 

Summer Schedule 
We are beginning our Summer Sunday Worship schedule this week, Sun-
day, June 8th, 2014 with one Sunday service at 9:30 a.m. Saturday Worship 
will continue through the Summer Season. 



Thelma Megill-Cobbler - Interim Pastor 
tmegillcobbler@yahoo.com   
574-273-1770 Home   
219-221-2965 Cell 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President– Lois Fancher 
lois.Fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
marlene.Knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

TBD - Finance Committee 

 
Mary Jane Butz - Christian Education 
mjbutz@gmail.com 
219-929-8019 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-926-8570 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
BeaBeyer@comcast.net 
219-929-4685 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Al Gaston - Stewardship Committee 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Interim Pastor & Council Members  
The Interim Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues 

that may arise during our Pastoral transition.   Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Vacation Bible School! 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) was a huge success in 2013! This year, our group of young lead-
ers are from Lutheran Outdoor Ministries.  VBS 2014 will kickoff on Sunday, July 6th, with an 
Ice-Cream Social at 7:00 p.m.  

Please join us—We’d love to see you!  

The dates and hours for VBS are Monday, July 7th—Thursday, July 10th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. and Friday, July 11th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

If anyone would like to help with decorations or food preparation, please call Sue Hall at 926-
1943. 

New Bible Study 

Starting Wednesday. June 4th, through June 25th, also at 11:00 a.m., Pastor Thelma will be lead-
ing a new study called “Practicing the Presence of God for Beginners”. We will take our cue from 
Brother Lawrence, who was gifted with a lively sense of God’s presence, even when he was work-
ing in the monastery kitchen. 

His much-loved spiritual classic, The Practice of the Presence of God, will be our text. It is a little 
book of about 100 pages. We will read selected passages in class, so that even if you haven’t read 
outside of class, you can benefit from his wisdom. We will meet in the Youth Room. 

You are invited! Please bring your bibles. 



Message from the Interim Pastor— June 2014 
 
In this message I wanted to provide some personal reflections on a text as Bethlehem discerns extend-
ing a call and possibly hears its own call to renewed mission and ministry. These verses are from Ro-
mans 12 and will be read at the call meeting. This is based on a piece I shared with Council. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

God wants our hearts, our whole lives. Someone says: “...your life may not be the life of a great saint; 
you can only give God your own heart, but it is yours that he wants.” Giving ourselves to God is surren-
der. If we do not, as individuals, continually give God our will and our actions, how can God do in us and 
through us what he wishes and desires individually, and as a body? 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, 
and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of another.  

One of the ways our thinking gets transformed from the thinking of the world is that we value the spiritual 
gifts distributed in the body. There is no hierarchy, no first class and second class, no people in power 
— only people serving God and one another, in our different functions. 

The classic definition of humility is to see ourselves truly, neither exalting nor abasing ourselves. This 
comes hard for nearly everyone. Paul seems to say that what we are to esteem in ourselves and others 
is faith, our trust in and dependence on God in all things. God is at work in us, and on us, so that we can 
become what he sees in us. Spiritual writers have often said God is like a sculptor in that. If this is so, 
the tools he seems to use most are our interactions with each other. 

How do pastor and congregation learn to see each other with sober judgment?  
6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 
in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 
8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 
who leads with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Prophecy involves interpretation of the word under the guidance of the Spirit. In our polity, pastors must 
be about this, but the gift is not limited to pastors. We are to be about exercising the specific gifts God 
has given us, pastors included. But pastoral gifts, however great, are not a “fix.” They will only bear fruit 
as the mission and ministry come to be discerned and owned by all.  

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another 
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in 
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

Of these “marks of true Christians” which behaviors are most evident at Bethlehem? How might growth 
in these behaviors be encouraged? 

So I invite you to give some thought to these things at this late stage in the call process, and possibly 
beyond. 

It is a privilege to serve among you. 

Pastor Thelma 



June Worship Assistants 
June 1 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Judith Peters Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s): Richard and Rhonda Klaiber  
Reader:   
Acolyte(s): Anna Leady Kendall Klaiber  
Counters: Richard and Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers: Al Gaston 

June 8 9:30 a.m.    
Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson 
Greeter(s): Ron and Gail Ludwig 
Reader: Betty Lindenmeyer 
Acolyte(s): David Hodgkiss 
Counters: Ron Ludwig & Reynold Wolter 
Altar Flowers: Marlene Knapp 

June 15 9:30 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Susan Collins  
Greeter(s): Glen and Karen Zaideman 
Reader: Evie Edborg 
Acolyte(s): Alyssa Cole 
Counters: Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers: George Dougherty 

June 22 9:30 a.m.  
Assisting Minister: Judith Peters  
Greeter(s): Joan Fletcher 
Reader: Howard Peters 
Acolyte(s): Riley Hall 
Counters: Marlene Knapp 
Altar Flowers: Tiffany DeHem 

June 29 9:30 a.m. 
Assisting Minister: Mark Peterson  
Greeter(s): Bill and Sharon Skalku 
Reader: Judith Peters 
Acolyte(s): Jeremy Laeder 
Counters: Marlene Knapp 
Altar Flowers: Mary Gulbranson 

Altar Flowers 

The 2014 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the blue bulletin board across from the Church Office.   
If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please have your dedication and $20 check payable to “WELCA” 

turned in to the church office at least a week ahead of time.   



We Love Your Ideas! 
We need your help! If you have any ideas that would be beneficial to our congregation  or pro-
grams/events you would like to see in our church, please share them. Please feel free to write 
them down and put them in the basket in the back of the church or e-mail Becky at 
abccole97@yahoo.com. 

Property Committee Report 
The door by the office is sticking and not closing every time.  If you are locking the building please pull on the door to make 
sure it latches.  Also, the lights in the air lock/ outside (office entrance) need to be left on.  Our security system takes a pic-
ture of anyone locking or unlocking the door.  If that light is not on any picture taken at night is completely black.  These 
pictures are one way to identify who is entering and leaving the building. 

Here are some future plans on the drawing board: 

1) Fix the cracks in the sanctuary and narthex floors 

2) Add more rocks to the front of the building 

3) Build a new garage to house our tractors.  The garage we have now has a wooden floor and it has already been fixed 
because of the weight of the machines.  The new garage would have a concrete floor.  Preliminary costs are estimated to 
be around $7000 for the materials (including concrete).  Rob Klaiber has agreed to build the garage with the help of the 
property committee.  Since this is not in this year's budget, anyone wanting to contribute to the effort can put their contribu-
tions in the offering in an envelope marked "garage" or speak with Marlene Knapp about making a contribution. 

4) Improve the look of the front of the building by trimming, shaping or replacing some of the foliage that is there. 

Anyone who would like to join in the fun of maintaining our building, please contact Carla Coffman or anyone on the prop-
erty committee.  Our members are Allan Wilson, Jeri Kasten, Wayne Laeder, Richard Klaiber, Jack Lindenmeyer, Tom 
Bush, George Maney, Eric Olson, & Larry Westergren. 

Thank You 
To our Bethlehem Family. 

A big thank you for all of the prayers, love, and support over the past year while Chris was 
unemployed.  

He was offered and accepted a position at Mittal this morning. He will start at the end of the 
month.  

We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful worship family!  

Thrivent Movie Day 
The Porter County Chapter of Thrivent is hosting a FREE movie day on Saturday, June 28th at 
10:00 a.m. in Portage at the Portage 16 Imax located at 6550 US Highway 6, Portage. The event 
includes popcorn and a drink for each person. Plus—pizza after the movie. All Thrivent members 
and their personal guests are invited to attend. RSVP required.  

Reservations for adults and children can be made at portercountythrivent@yahoo.com, or call 219-
714-8263. (Please let  us know the name of the member, and how many adults and children are in 
your group.) 



BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

APRIL 2014 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The March 2014 church council meeting was called to order on March 11, 2014 at 6:05 P.M.  The Presi-
dent in the chair and the Secretary present. Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Fancher, and Ms. Edborg were absent.  

Pastor Megill-Cobbler opened with devotions—Acts 2:13. 

A motion to accept the minutes of the March 2014 meeting as corrected was made by Mrs. Butz, sec-
onded by Mrs. Beyer and carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mrs. Knapp presented the financial reports for February 2014. A motion 
was made by Mrs. Coffman to accept the reports as presented, seconded by Mrs. Butz, 
and carried.  

MUTUAL MINISTRY:  Mrs. Knapp reported that Mr. Wolter has resigned from this Committee. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE:   No report.  

SOCIAL MINISTRIES:  Mrs. Beyer reported that meals for the homeless shelter are being provided. 
This is a multi-congregational endeavor. Other events (similar to the “Birthday Bash”) 
are under consideration.  

 In conjunction with Christian Education, June 1, 2014; there will be a Sunday School 
Appreciation brunch between services for Sunday School students, their parents, and 
staff.    

OUTREACH COMMITTEE:  No report.    

BREAD OF LOVE:  No report. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  Mrs. Butz reported the Committee met on March 5, 2014. Topics dis-
cussed were: distribution of Bibles to First Graders, Second Graders, and the First 
Communion class (four children will be taking First Communion on Palm Sunday); 
nine students in Confirmation Class (seven will be Confirmed on June 8, 2014). 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  Meetings—8; visits—9; classes—5; and Pastoral acts—1. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Coffman reported the chairs in the sanctuary have been rearranged, 
the Lenten decorations were brought down from storage, and the men’s commode by 
the Social Hall has been repaired.  

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE:  No report. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Mr. Gaston will visit Bethany in La Port, IN to review their projection system. 2013 
Committee Reports need to be submitted to the Church Secretary as soon as possible to 
be copied prior to the May, 2014 meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Ushers, Greeters, and Sound Board Technicians are needed. Mr. Thostesen will con
 duct the Sunrise Easter Service. 

Pastor Megill-Cobbler closed with prayer. 

A motion was made by Mrs. Butz, seconded by Mrs. Knapp, and carried to adjourn.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM. 

Ron Ludwig, 
Secretary 
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Memorial Fund for Audio Visual  

The Church Council is pleased to announce the establishment of the Audio Visual Fund in 
memory of Alberta Houle by the Gaston family.  

The money received for this fund will be used to purchase equipment needed to project 
church services onto two (2) large screen monitors that will be located on the upper walls. In-
formation is currently being gathered on equipment that is required and the cost involved. 

Looking to Help Out? 

Looking to help out? There are ways you can serve the Lord and our church that will only take 
an hour a week. Please consider signing up for the following: 
Ushers 
Working the sound system in the church 
Bringing treats for coffee hour  
Greeting 
Altar Guild 
Please contact Becky at abccole97@yahoo.com or call at 926-1938. 

Announcing a NEW and SIMPLE Way to Donate to Your Church 

Bethlehem has established an account at Edward Jones in Chesterton that will allow you to 
donate stock to the Church. By donating stock to the Church, you are allowed to take the 
value of the stock at the time of the sale, on which you pay no taxes, and the Church receives 
the proceeds. 

If you are interested in learning about this means of donating or have questions, please con-
tact Eric Isakson at Edward Jones at (219) 926-8966. 

WELCA 
WELCA (Women’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) will hold our monthly meeting on 
Thursday, June 19th, at 1:00 p.m. at church.  

Carla Coffman and Flavia Laeder will be hostesses this month.  

All ladies are invited to share in the spiritual discussions and enjoy the heavenly desserts.  

For further information or transportation needs, please call the Church Office at 926-5596. 

Open Positions 

Bethlehem is in need of a Financial Secretary. If you are interested, or know of someone 
else who may be interested in this position, please contact Becky Cole at 926.1938 or via e-
mail at abccole97@yahoo.com. 



Sunday School Update  

Dear Bethlehem Lutheran Congregation,  

Words cannot begin to express the thanks and gratitude in my heart at this 
time.  Thank you for the beautiful flowers and the gift card in recognition of my 
years of service to Sunday school.   

I am saddened most about not being around the children each and every Sun-
day for an hour.  I truly believe the children of the congregation our a 
"guaranteed" future of our congregation.  It is so wonderful to see how our 
congregation has embraced these fine young people and I feel the energy the 
kids bring to all of us! 

This is an area in which I truly believe I can give my time and talents in the 
congregation — children and their futures are my passion!  It is what I do daily 
and it is what I believe God has called me to do.   

I do also know my limitations, and for the next year and a half, there will be 
many things going on in my family that will require my energy and dedication.  
The other committees I am on will keep me busy enough.  The children and 
their parents know I will always be there for them (I can't live without their 
hugs)! 

Thank you once again for being such a wonderful, caring and loving congre-
gation! 

God's Peace,  

Audra  

FYI 
Attention all congregation members, 70 ½ years old and up. If you are receiving required disburse-
ments from your investments, did you know that you can donate directly to the church and avoid 
paying taxes? If you are interested in obtaining more information, please contact Eric Isakson at 
Edward Jones at 219-926-8966. 

Bread of Love 

In the last month, four (4) families were helped with $400 going for utilities and $250 for rent. 
Twenty-seven (27) items were sold, which amounted to $518. Eighteen (18) items were listed, and 
one shipment sent to Amazon.  

This is a slow  season for sales but garage sales are starting and items are more available. More 
volunteers for listing would help.  

We are doing listing at members’ homes now, which should make it easier to do the work. Thank 
you to the wonderful volunteers!  



Finance Update 
The month of April saw a decrease in giving to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. Our monthly mort-
gage payment is $5,813.36. In April, a total of $3,726.00 was given. The mortgage balance cur-
rently is $324,510.91 We have approximately 54 more payments.  Although we struggle some 
months to make our mortgage payment, we as a congregation are blessed by the gifts that God 
has given us. Please prayerfully consider your giving. 

Giving to the Operating Account was up from 2013 due to Easter. 

The balances in our various accounts as of April 30th, stand as follows – 

Operating Account       $   7,423.61 – money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Savings        $ 22,136.66 

Pastor’s Fund                $      321.91 – money used to help people in need 

Grants        $   4,539.00 – money given to Bethlehem from Thrivent  to be   
                       used for  community outreach and help 

Mortgage Reserve       $   4,719.68 – money from the sale of the old building 

Mortgage Reduction      $   3,990.34 – money from envelopes each week that pay the   
                      mortgage 

Youth Group        $   3,090.34 – money earned by the youth from  pancake   
                       suppers and Easter breakfasts 

Bread of Love       $     172.70 – money from the sale of items on the Amazon   
                     storefront-a portion of these proceeds is given   
                     back to Bethlehem, 1st Contact in Valparaiso, 
           and transferred to Pastor’s Fund 

EJ Stock       $     119.51 – money from the sale of donated stock 

Leadership Fund      $24,575.00  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-8115 
or marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 

“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us 
use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in 
our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; 
the one who leads with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness.” 



JUNE 2014 
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( T ) = Traditional Worship 

( C ) = Contemporary Worship 
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8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 
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8:00p A.A. 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 
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8:00p A.A. 
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8:00p A.A. 

Notes:  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
M, W, Th & Fri: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45 am—Sunday School 
11:00 am Sunday—Contemporary 

 

All are welcome! 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate 
your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or 
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when in travel, illness, or when other circumstances may prevent you from 
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to em-
brace electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms pro-
vides convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enor-
mous amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and dis-
posal of paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an 
individual can take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already pro-
duced more than a 50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think 
about the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. Authorization forms are available from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


