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Mon., Wed., Thur., & Fri.  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Catch up on the lat-
est news from the 
Indiana-Kentucky 

Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30 pm Saturdays 

8:30 am Sundays 

Contemporary  

11:00 am Sunday 

Sunday School  

9:45 am Sundays 

Call Committee Update  
In response to the question, “What is a redevelopment pastor?” as asked at the 
congregation meeting. Here is the response from Pastor Mueller:  
“A redevelopment pastor and congregation is a relationship between the ELCA, 
the I-K Mission Territory, the North West Indiana Conference, the development 
pastor, and the congregation. This relationship is called a Partnership Grant, in 
which funds are available to the congregation from the above mentioned part-
ners to help redevelop the congregation into a vital energetic ministry. All of the 
details concerning this fall under the work of Pr Nancy Nyland, the Director of 
Evangelical Mission for this Mission Territory. Pr. Nyland works with congrega-
tions to assess the feasibility of the congregation becoming a redevelopment 
site, to support them in their journey, and to assist in finding a redevelopment 
pastor. A redevelopment pastor would be a full-time pastor that the congrega-
tion calls—so there is no term attached to that.”  We will be touching base with 
pastor Nyland to see how feasible this option is.  

We will be presenting to the council and will move forward in our search. Pastor 
Mueller has been looking and we will continue to look for options that might 
open up our applicant pool. We ask that the congregation continue to pray daily 
to our dear Lord as we know he does have a plan and will continue to watch 
over us and guide us. Call Committee Members are: 

Audra Peterson - 406-0905 – Committee Chair  

Marlene Knapp - 787-8115  

Al Gaston - 926-4322  

Rick Klaiber - 728-1498  

Dawn Thostesen - 395-9743 

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

March 5th at 7:00 p.m.  

 

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP 

“God’s People Pray” 

Wednesdays: March 12, 19, 26 & April 2, 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

Soup Suppers at 6:00 p.m.  



Thelma Megill-Cobbler - Interim Pastor 
tmegillcobbler@yahoo.com   
574-273-1770 Home   
219-221-2965 Cell 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President– Lois Fancher 
Lois.Fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
Marlene.Knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

TBD - Finance Committee 
 

Mary Jane Butz - Christian Education 
mjbutz@gmail.com 
219-929-8019 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-926-8570 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
BeaBeyer@comcast.net 
219-929-4685 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Al Gaston - Stewardship Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Interim Pastor & Council Members  
The Interim Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues 

that may arise during our Pastoral transition.   Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Amazon Storefront 
In the last month, we were able to assist five families with $300 for utilities and $391 for rent assis-
tance. Thirty-nine items were sold  which amounted to $596.00. Forty-two items were listed and two 
shipments were sent to Amazon. During the month the final payments were made to Bethlehem to 
pay back the startup loan. This is a slow season for sales and for finding items to sell, but 
things should pick up at Easter time. 

May the blessings continue. 

Midweek Lenten Suppers & Services 
This year soup suppers for the Lenten services will again be shared by the different groups in the 
church. The Chairs of these groups need to contact their Committee and let them know what they 
need to bring. Thank you for your help. 

On March 12th - WELCA will be in charge 
On March 19th - Sunday School will be in charge 
On March 26th - Council will be in charge 
On April 2nd - Choir will be in charge 
On April 9th - Worship, Stephen Ministry, and Altar Guild will be in Charge 

We will need two (2) soups,  two (2) salads, two (2) desserts, and bread and/or crackers. 

WELCA will provide table settings and drinks. 

The dinners will be served 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Holden Evening Prayer begins at 7:00 p.m. The 
theme is “God’s People Pray” and we will offer one prayer station and prayer for concerns at home or 
around the world each week. 



Message from the Interim Pastor— March 2014 
 
Someone said to me last year, “I love Lent because it’s a season that hasn’t been 
commercialized.” How true. Lent began as a season of intense preparation for Chris-
tian Initiation—Baptism—at  the Easter Vigil on Easter Eve. Penitents also returned to 
the church at this time. Traditionally the disciplines of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving 
have marked preparation for this influx of disciples. Soon the whole church was in-
volved in these penitential practices as a way of marking a new turning from sin and a 
life of faithfulness to the gospel, in preparation for the events of Holy Week. 

How will the traditional disciplines of Lent, fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, take shape 
in your life? There are many possibilities, but I will suggest one that we can do corpo-
rately. And that is prayer in the context of worship. Every Saturday and Sunday we 
hear God’s word of command and promise and are nourished at the Lord’s table. The 
lessons during Lent call for conversion. The council has asked that during Lent we 
begin praying for the congregation’s families in the weekly intercessions.  

Another opportunity for the discipline of prayer in the context of worship is the Lenten 
Midweek Services. The theme for these services is “God’s People Pray.” Each 
Wednesday evening begins with a modest soup supper — as a nod to fasting — and 
a chance for fellowship. Then we will sing Holden Evening Prayer, and there will be a 
time of meditation and prayer. The confirmation students and the seventh and eighth 
grade Sunday School class are preparing to provide one prayer station each week. In 
our brainstorming session, the young people have come up with some intriguing ways 
to present one area of concern each Wednesday. In these ways we hope to be mind-
ful of the needs of our brothers and sisters, near and far. In a society where we are on 
call and can do business around the clock, in other words, where so much is com-
mercialized, Christians can pause to lift the world to God in prayer. And we can see 
what our young people have put together.   

************************************************************************************** 

Finally, I’d like to close with a word of thanks and commendation. As I mentioned in a 
recent sermon, Bethlehem was asked by Trinity Lutheran Church in Valparaiso to as-
sist them as they housed homeless women one night a week. I asked the head of so-
cial ministry to see what Bethlehem could do. She lined up people to provide the eve-
ning meal through the end of the program in April. Members have been taking hot 
meals and eating and conversing with the women. Not one person she asked said no. 
This is a marvelous witness and sign of Bethlehem’s ongoing lively commitment to its 
neighbors. This happens to be a great example of the discipline of almsgiving. Praise 
be to God! 

It is a privilege to serve among you, 

Pastor Thelma 



March Worship Assistants 
March 2 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Susan Collins      Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s):   Evie Edborg 
Reader:   Evie Edborg 
Acolyte(s):   Austin Peterson   Hannah Hall 
Counters:   Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers:     

March 5 (Ash Wednesday) 7:00 p.m. 
Assisting Minister:  Susan Collins 
Reader:   Audra Peterson 

March 9 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Judith Peters     Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s):   Becky Cole   
Reader:     
Acolyte(s):   Anna  Leady    David Hodgkiss 
Counters:   Ron Ludwig & Reynold Wolter 
Altar Flowers:     

March16 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s):   Mary Jane Butz 
Reader:   Judith Peters 
Acolyte(s):   David Sigler     Kendall Klaiber 
Counters:   Carla Coffman & Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers:     

March 23 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Susan Collins    Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s):   Mary Lou Cole 
Reader:   Howard Peters  
Acolyte(s):   Alyssa Cole    Jeremy Laeder  
Counters:   Marlene Knapp 
Altar Flowers:     

March 30 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Judith Peters     Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s):   Susan Collins 
Reader:   Bev Stegeman 
Acolyte(s):   Anna Leady    Riley Hall 
Counters:   Marlene Knapp 
Altar Flowers:     

Altar Flowers 

The 2014 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the blue bulletin board across from the Church Office.   
If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please have your dedication and $20 check payable to 

“WELCA” turned in to the church office at least a week ahead of time.   



BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

JANUARY 2014 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The January 2014 church council meeting was called to order on January 8, 2014 at 6:00 P.M.  
The President in the chair and the Secretary present.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mrs. Butz presented a partial financial report. An anonymous donation from 
the sale of stock was made to purchase a new lawn mower from Heinhold for $9,795.20.  

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  Mrs. Beyer reported that twelve Christmas baskets were distributed, seven families 
at Shady Side, twenty-four gifts distributed from the Angel Tree, two families were as-
sisted with utility bills, and two families were provided with winter clothing by 
WELCA. 

BREAD OF LOVE:  Mr. Gaston reported that five families were assisted with rental payments. $1,742.50 
in sales with $1,182.00 payment from Amazon. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE::  Mrs. Smith reported that the committee worked on services and music. Re-
viewed the attendance for each Christmas service (4:00 PM - 125, 7:00 PM - 36, 9:45 
PM - 60) and discussed the possibility of eliminating one service and time interval be-
tween services. 

PASTOR’S REPORT::  Sixteen services; two confirmation classes; six office days; three and one-half meet-
ings; one conference; one funeral attended (Pastor Tom Rick), and one Christian dis-
cussion group. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE::  Mrs. Coffman reported a furnace repair of $1,000.00 and leaking pipes have 
been discovered and located.  

OUTREACH COMMITTEE::  Ms. Edborg reported that a fundraiser for Vacation Bible School scholarships 
(families who can not afford tuition) will take place on Super Bowl Sunday, February 
2, 2014. The fundraiser will consist of  selling quarts of Mrs. Kasten’s “contest win-
ning” chili at a cost of $8.00 per quart. Pre-order sign-up sheets will be available. Pick-
up after services. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Ideas for more social activities were discussed. The “Birthday Bash” will take place 
Sunday, February 23, 2014 following one service. Twelve tables, one table for each 
month, will be set-up. Each having a theme for the month, finger-foods, and refresh-
ments, and will be judged for originality. 

Pastor Megill-Cobbler closed with prayer.  

A motion was made by Ms. Edborg, seconded by Mrs. Butz, and carried to adjourn.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 

 
  
Ron Ludwig, 
Secretary 
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Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

The next 2014 meeting of WELCA is on March 20th at 1:00 p.m. at the church. Nancy Miller is 
the hostess. We remind you that all women of the church are part of this organization. Your 
attendance, help with food, or talents are welcome – anytime!  

Don’t forget to sign-up for altar flowers Sundays, every month. The donation is $20, and dedica-
tions for your loved ones can be submitted to the church secretary.  

We are in great need of goodies for Sunday morning coffee every week. If you don’t bake, a 
monetary donation would help; these can be dropped off in the church office, or mailed. This 
service has fallen on very few and is enjoyed by all members of the congregation – welcoming 
our guests and visitors. 

Go Deeper in God’s Written Word 
On Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. running through Wednesday, March 26th, Pastor Thelma will be 
leading a bible study on prayer called “Ways to Pray with Scripture for Beginners.”  
We will meet in the Youth Room.  

We will learn tried-and-true ways to read scripture devotionally and prayerfully together – going 

deeper into God’s written word and its meaning for our lives today.  
You are invited! Bring a favorite translation or version of the bible with you. 

FYI 
Attention all congregation members, 70 ½ years old and up. If you are receiving required disburse-
ments from your investments, did you know that you can donate directly to the church and avoid 
paying taxes? If you are interested in obtaining more information, please contact Eric Isakson at 
Edward Jones at 219-926-8966. 

Property Report 
The drain tubes for the upstairs furnaces have been plumbed to keep them inside the heated area of 
the church.  This should solve the problem of freezing drains and relieve the interruption of heat on very 
cold days.  

Weather Cancellations  

This rough winter has faced us with the issue of how we need to go about canceling church 
services, should the need arise. We will send out an e-mail if services will be cancelled. You 
will also be able to call the church, and if services are cancelled, there will be a message on 
the church voice-mail. Of course, we ask that you use your best judgment, as well.  

The caring board  

Memorial 
WELCA has made a memorial donation in the amount of $50.00, in remembrance of Alberta Houle, 
mother of Al Gaston. 



Communion Information—Classes Begin March 9 
An Introduction to Holy Communion 

These classes are for children in early elementary grades whose parents or guardians de-
sire them to receive instruction about the Sacrament of Holy Communion. They are in-
tended for children who have not yet received Communion or those who desire a better 
understanding of the Sacrament. Participants will learn about the origins, meaning, and 
significance of Holy Communion. 

One or both parents must attend the classes along with their child. The classes meet on 
March 9, March 16, and April 6 during the Sunday School hour. Students will receive their 
First Communion on Palm Sunday, April 13.  

Please make a reservation to attend the classes by contacting your child’s Sunday School 
teacher or Susan Collins at suejcoll@yahoo.com or (219) 929-4222. 

 

Announcing a NEW and SIMPLE Way to Donate to Your Church 
Bethlehem has established an account at Edward Jones in Chesterton that will allow you to 
donate stock to the Church. By donating stock to the Church, you are allowed to take the value 
of the stock at the time of the sale, on which you pay no taxes, and the Church receives the 
proceeds. 

If you are interested in learning about this means of donating or have questions, please con-
tact Eric Isakson at Edward Jones at (219) 926-8966. 

Memorial Fund for Audio Visual  

A memorial fund has been established in memory of Alberta and Daniel Houle for upgrading the 
Audio Visual system at Bethlehem. Donations can be placed in the offering plate, or mailed to the 
church.  



Finance Update 
The month of January saw a decrease in giving to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. Our monthly 
mortgage payment is $5,813.36. In January, a total of $2,465.00 was given. The mortgage bal-
ance currently is $339,234.52. We have approximately 57 more payments. Although we strug-
gle some months to make our mortgage payment, we, as a congregation, are blessed by the 
gifts that God has given us. Please prayerfully consider your giving. 

Giving to the Operating Account was slightly up from 2013. Our bills are current, but the rate of 
giving is still not enough to support a full time pastor. 

The balances in our various accounts as of January 31st, stand as follows – 

Operating Account      $  1,446.81 —money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Savings       $22,133.42 

Pastor’s Fund               $  1,215.16 —money used to help people in need 

Grants       $  4,686.89 —money given to Bethlehem from  Thrivent  to be  used  
                  for community outreach and help 

Mortgage Reserve      $  4,719.68 —money from the sale of the old building 

Mortgage Reduction     $  6,242.42 —money from envelopes each week that pay the Mortgage 

Youth Group       $  3,090.34 —money earned by the youth from  pancake suppers and 
              Easter breakfast 

Bread of Love      $     272.94 — money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront  
              — a portion of these proceeds is given back to Bethlehem
           1st Contact in Valparaiso, and transferred to Pastor’s Fund 

EJ Stock       $     119.51 — money from the sale of donated stock 

Leadership Fund      $24,575.00  

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer, at  
787-8115 or marlene.knapp@comcast.net 

“And this is God’s doing. For He has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of  believing in Christ, but of suffering for Him — as well”  

Phil 1:29    

Thank You 
God is good! A member of our congregation has generously provided the funds to purchase, IN 
FULL, our new lawn tractor. The donor wishes to remain anonymous, but please thank them in your 
prayers.  
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
M, W, Th & Fri: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45 am—Sunday School 
11:00 am Sunday—Contemporary 

 

All are welcome! 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate 
your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or 
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when in travel, illness, or when other circumstances may prevent you from 
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to em-
brace electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms pro-
vides convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enor-
mous amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and dis-
posal of paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an 
individual can take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already pro-
duced more than a 50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think 
about the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. Authorization forms are available from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at 
marlene.knapp@comcast.net. 


