
THE BETHLEHEM BEACON 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,  2050 W.  1100 N. ,  Chesterton ,  IN 46304  

 

 

 

 

 

Mon., Wed., Thur., & Fri.  

9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Catch up on the lat-
est news from the 
Indiana-Kentucky 

Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30 pm Saturdays 

8:30 am Sundays 

Contemporary  

11:00 am Sunday 

Sunday School  

9:45 am Sundays 

Call Committee Update  
In response to the question, “What is a redevelopment pastor?” as asked at 
the congregation meeting. Here is the response from Pastor Mueller:  
“A redevelopment pastor and congregation is a relationship between the 
ELCA, the I-K Mission Territory, the North West Indiana Conference, the 
development pastor, and the congregation. This relationship is called a 
Partnership Grant, in which funds are available to the congregation from the 
above mentioned partners to help redevelop the congregation into a vital 
energetic ministry. All of the details concerning this fall under the work of Pr 
Nancy Nyland, the Director of Evangelical Mission for this Mission Territory. 
Pr. Nyland works with congregations to assess the feasibility of the congre-
gation becoming a redevelopment site, to support them in their journey, and 
to assist in finding a redevelopment pastor. A redevelopment pastor would 
be a full-time pastor that the congregation calls—so there is no term at-
tached to that.”  We will be touching base with pastor Nyland to see how 
feasible this option is.  

We will be presenting to the council and will move forward in our search. 
Pastor Mueller has been looking and we will continue to look for options 
that might open up our applicant pool. We ask that the congregation contin-
ue to pray daily to our dear Lord as we know he does have a plan and will 
continue to watch over us and guide us. Call Committee Members are: 

Audra Peterson - 406-0905 – Committee Chair  

Marlene Knapp - 787-8115  

Al Gaston - 926-4322  

Rick Klaiber - 728-1498  

Dawn Thostesen - 395-9743 

Bethlehem’s Birthday Bash 

If you are suffering from Cabin Fever, we have the perfect prescription to get you out of 
the dumps! Your Prescription is as follows: 

1) In the Narthex, there are twelve sign-up sheets, each corresponding to the birthday 
months.  

2) Sign-up under your birthday month, and a team captain will contact you to coordinate 
finger foods, decorations, etc.  

3) Come to the Bethlehem Birthday Bash on Sunday, February 23rd , after the 11:00 a.m. 
service (there will only be one service that day) where we will have teams divided by 
their birthday month, who have set up tables with decorations and food to enjoy!  Be on 
the lookout for your birthday invite in the mail! 



Thelma Megill-Cobbler - Interim Pastor 
tmegillcobbler@yahoo.com   
574-273-1770 Home   
219-221-2965 Cell 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President– Lois Fancher 
Lois.Fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Marlene Knapp - Treasurer 
Marlene.Knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

To Be Determined - Christian Ed. Committee 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-926-8570 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
BeaBeyer@comcast.net 
219-929-4685 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

TBD - Finance Committee 
 
Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

Al Gaston - Stewardship Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Interim Pastor & Council Members  
The Interim Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues 

that may arise during our Pastoral transition.   Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Go Deeper in God’s Written Word 

Starting February 12
th
 and running through March 26

th
, Pastor Thelma will be leading a seven-week 

bible study on prayer called “Ways to Pray with Scripture for Beginners.” Studies will be on 
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. in the Youth Room. We will learn tried-and-true ways to read scripture 
devotionally and prayerfully together – going deeper into God’s written word and its meaning for our 

lives today.  

You are invited! Bring a favorite translation or version of the bible with you. 

FYI 
Attention all congregation members, 70 ½ years old and up. If you are receiving required disburse-
ments from your investments, did you know that you can donate directly to the church and avoid 
paying taxes? If you are interested in obtaining more information, please contact Eric Isakson at 
Edward Jones at 219-926-8966. 

Amazon Storefront 
Thanks to everyone who helped out at the storefront this month. Because of your dedication, we 
are able to assist families in need. We had five requests for help this month.  We had very good 
sales at the Amazon Store in December. 

May the blessings continue, 
Amazon Storefront Volunteers 

tel:219-728-1091
mailto:marlene.knapp@comcast.net
tel:219-929-4685
mailto:coffmandc@comcast.net
tel:219-926-7990


Message from the Interim Pastor— February 2014 
 
Pope John Paul II wrote:  

To nourish ourselves with the word in order to be “Servants of the Word” in 
the work of evangelization: this is surely a priority for the Church at the 
dawn of the new millennium. 

John Paul recognized a new mission territory at our doorstep: the formerly Christian-
ized populations of the West. Responding to the needs of this mission territory is 
called, among our Roman Catholic sisters and brothers “the new evangelization.” It is 
not only a response to the reality that Christian faith here in the West has declined in 
recent decades (even as it blossoms in places like Africa) but also a joyful recognition 
that there are  “inexhaustible riches in Christ” to be discovered on behalf of those all 
who need him.  

The new evangelization is not the preaching of a new gospel, shorn of whatever is 
hard for moderns to accept, but it is a new fervency for sharing Jesus Christ, an 
openness under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to new methods and expressions to 
reach out beyond the church. It is true that Christ is shared in acts of mercy, but using 
words is also important. All baptized persons, not just those we regard as “specialists” 
are called to share Christ, but as one author says, even for many faithful Christians, 
this will mean a conversion of heart and mind.  

How do we begin to be involved in witness to Jesus Christ? In the conversation 
around the call of the disciples at the contemporary service on epiphany 3, someone 
brought up the need simply to be honest with others about our commitment to Christ. 
In the 8:30 a.m. service, the week before that, I mentioned that witness can be as 
simple and natural as saying to someone in our circle “we talked about this topic in 
our adult class” or “I just read this book” or  “I was in a conversation about the faith 
which…” and telling others what we got out of it. 

Where are the places at Bethlehem where faith conversations are encouraged? 

Where are the places where we can grow in confidence in expressing what Christ 

means to us? May the opportunities that exist be encouraged. May we make multiply-

ing such opportunities higher on our list of congregational priorities.  

To quote John Paul again: “Those who have come into genuine contact with Christ 

cannot keep him for themselves.” 

It is a privilege to serve among you. 

Pastor Thelma 



February Worship Assistants 

February 2 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   

Assisting Minister:  Susan Collins   Elliot Thostesen      

Greeter(s):   Bea Beyer 

Reader:   Ann Moodie 

Acolyte(s):   Alyssa  Cole    Riley Hall 

Counters:   Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 

Altar Flowers:  Debbie Kemp  

 

 

February 9 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   

Assisting Minister:  Judith Peters    Elliot Thostsen 

Greeter(s):   Evie Edborg    

Reader:   Ruth Ann Tuttle  

Acolyte(s):   Austin  Peterson   Jeremy Laeder 

Counters:   Ron Ludwig & Reynold Wolter 

Altar Flowers:  Gail Ludwig  

 

 

February 16 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   

Assisting Minister:  Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s):   Mary Jane Butz 

Reader:   Betty Lindenmeyer 

Acolyte(s):   David Hodgkiss   Kendell Klaiber   

Counters:   Carla Coffman & Linda Peterson 

Altar Flowers:  Rich & Rhonda Klaiber  

 

 

February 23   11:00 a.m.     

Assisting Minister:  Elliot Thostesen 

Greeter(s):   Bea Beyer 

Reader:   Tim Lange 

Acolyte(s):   Mark Hodgkiss and Alyssa Cole 

Counters:   Marlene Knapp 

Altar Flowers:  Carla Coffman 
 

 

Altar Flowers 

The 2014 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the blue bulletin board across from the Church Office.   

If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please have your dedication and $20 check payable to “WELCA” 
turned in to the church office at least a week ahead of time.  

Thank you! 



BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

DECEMBERR 2013 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The December 2013 church council meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. The President in the chair 

and the Secretary present.  

Attendees from Saturday night services wished to discuss reasons for returning services to the chapel 

instead of the sanctuary. Should attendance exceed the Fire Marshal’s capacity of 30, the service will be 

conducted in the sanctuary? 

A motion was made by Mrs. Smith to return the Saturday evening to the chapel, seconded by Ms. Edborg 

and carried.  

Pastor Megill-Cobbler led devotions on Matthew 1. 

A motion was made by Mrs. Smith, seconded by Mr. Gaston to accept the minutes from the November 

2013 Council meeting as presented. Motion carried. 

CALL  COMMITTEE: Mrs. Peterson gave the results of the questionnaire distributed at the November 

2013 annual meeting: 

Entertain the idea of a part-time Pastor—29 Yes, 16 No 

Consider a homosexual pastoral candidate—34 Yes, 9 No 

Interested in a redevelopment Pastor—6 Yes 

Mr. Gaston reported we need 20-25 more giving units or an increase in current contri-

butions to support a full-time Pastor. 

It was discussed to put in a call for a part-time or redevelopment Pastor.  

This action would have to be taken back to the congregation for consideration and a 

vote and voted on due to the fact that the Call Committee was charged with calling a 

full-time Pastor.  

It was decided to continue the call process for a full-time Pastor. 

FINANCE:  Mrs. Butz presented the financial reports. A motion was made by Ms. Edborg, second-

ed by Mrs. Fancher to accept the financial reports as presented. Motion carried. Re-

ports attached. 

PASTOR’S REPORT:: Visits 7, Pastoral Acts 1, Meetings 7; and 2 classes. South Lake Children’s Choir 

concert April 26, 2013. Report attached.  

WORSHIP COMMITTEE:: Still preparing for Christmas. Order forms for Poinsettias will be available at 

all services.  

 

Week of July 7, 2014 is Vacation Bible School.  

PROPERTY COMMITTEE:: Mrs. Coffman reported mulch was spread on the bell tower circle and land-

scape areas north of the parking lot. A load of stone was placed on the areas near the 

Narthex entrance. The mulch and stone were paid for by WELCA. 

 

Furnaces were given fall inspections. Seasonal Heating replaced a circuit board on one 

of the units and a vent added to redirect heat into the Pastor’s office.  

 

Snow removal is being addressed. 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHESTERTON, IN 

DECEMBER 2013 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(CONTINUED) 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Mr. Gaston reviewed an estimate of $152,325.00 2014 contributions and 

the impact on the call process. Attached. 

BREAD OF LOVE: Mr. Gaston reported that $2,500.00 has been repaid to the account and estimated sales 

of $1,500.00. 

SOCIAL MINISTRIES: Mrs. Beyer reported eleven Thanksgiving baskets (coordinated with the food pan-

try) were distributed and requested $500.00 for twelve Christmas baskets.  

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Smith and seconded by Mrs. Fancher for Mrs. Beyer to as-

semble twelve Christmas baskets using $500.00 from the grant fund. Motion carried. 

 

Gifts from the Angel Tree will be used for Shady Side Trailer Court and need to be re-

ceived by December 22, 2013.  

OUTREACH COMMITTEE: Mrs. Edborg reported plans for a roller skating party, Valentine’s Day Service, 

a Concert, and “Super Bowl Chili Carry-Out” Fundraiser.  

MUTUAL MINISTRY: Mrs. Knapp reported employee reviews will take place in January and February 

2014. 

OLD BUSINESS: Financial records will be audited in January 2014. 

Mrs. Butz moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Gaston, and carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.  

 

Approved as corrected, R.L., January 8, 2014, 

Ron Ludwig, 

Secretary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-2- 



Communion Information—Classes Begin March 9 
An Introduction to Holy Communion 

These classes are for children in elementary grades (typically third grade) whose parents or 
guardians desire them to receive instruction about the Sacrament of Holy Communion. They 
are intended for children who have not yet received Communion or those who desire a better 
understanding of the Sacrament. Participants will learn about the origins, meaning, and signifi-
cance of Holy Communion. 
One or both parents must attend the classes along with their child. The classes meet on March 
9, March 16, and April 6 during the Sunday School hour. Students will receive their First Com-
munion on Palm Sunday, April 13.  
Please make a reservation to attend the classes by contacting Susan Collins at  
suejcoll@yahoo.com or (219)  
929-4222. 

 

Announcing a NEW and SIMPLE Way to Donate to Your Church 

Bethlehem has established an account at Edward Jones in Chesterton that will allow you to donate 

stock to the Church. By donating stock to the Church, you are allowed to take the value of the 

stock at the time of the sale, on which you pay no taxes, and the Church receives the proceeds. 

If you are interested in learning about this means of donating or have questions, please contact 

Eric Isakson at Edward Jones at (219) 926-8966. 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

The first 2014 meeting of WELCA will be on February 20 at 1:00 p.m. at the church. Jean Pass and 
Evie Edborg are hostesses. We remind you that all women of the church are part of this organiza-
tion. Your attendance, help with food, or talents are welcome – anytime!  

Don’t forget to sign-up for altar flowers Sundays, every month. The donation is $20, and dedications 
for your loved ones can be submitted to the church secretary.  

We are in great need of goodies for Sunday morning coffee every week. If you don’t bake, a mone-
tary donation would help; these can be dropped off in the church office, or mailed. This service has 
fallen on very few and is enjoyed by all members of the congregation – welcoming our guests and 
visitors. 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact Bea Beyer, WELCA, at 929-4685. 



Finance Update 

The month of December saw an increase in giving to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. Our 
monthly mortgage payment is $5,813.36. In December, a total of $7,814.00 was given. The 
mortgage balance currently is $344,084.04. We have approximately 58 more payments, or a 
little over 5 years left on the mortgage. Although we struggle some months to make our mort-
gage payment, we, as a congregation, are blessed by the gifts that God has given us. Please 
prayerfully consider your giving. 

Giving to the Operating Account was slightly up from 2012. Our bills are current, but the rate of 
giving is still not enough to support a full time pastor. 

The balances in our various accounts as of December 31st, stand as follows – 

Operating Account      $  6,760.92—money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Savings       $22,132.29 

Pastor’s Fund               $     284.16 —money used to help people in need 

Grants       $  4,686.89 —money given to Bethlehem from  Thrivent  to be  used  
                  for community outreach and help 

Mortgage Reserve      $  4,719.68 —money from the sale of the old  building 

Mortgage Reduction     $  9,440.78 —money from envelopes each week that pay the Mortgage 

Youth Group       $  3,090.34 —money earned by the youth from  pancake suppers and 
              Easter breakfast 

Bread of Love      $  1,079.00 — money from the sale of items on the Ama-
zon storefront                 - a portion of these pro-
ceeds is given back to Bethlehem            1

st
 Contact in Valparai-

so, and transferred to Pastor’s Fund 

EJ Stock       $  2,300.25 — money from the sale of donated stock 

Leadership Fund      $24,575.00 — future pastor compensation 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Marlene Knapp, Treasurer at 787-
8115 or marlene.knapp@comcast.net 

 

And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,  
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased “ 

~ Matthew 3:17 

Thank You 
God is good! A member of our congregation has generously provided the funds to purchase, IN 
FULL, our new lawn tractor. The donor wishes to remain anonymous, but please thank them in your 
prayers.  



February 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional Worship 

( C ) = Contemporary Worship 

  
  

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

  
  

1 
  

 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

2 
 

8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

Pick-Up Super Bowl Orders 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 
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6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry. 

8:00p A.A. 
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5:00p Worship &    

 Music Committee 

 

 

 

 

6 
 

7 
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8 
 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

 

 

9 
 

8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 
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8:00p A.A. 
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11:00a Bible Study  

  5:30p Exec.  

           Committee  

  6:00p Council  
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5:30p Worship (T) 
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8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 
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8:00p A.A. 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry. 

8:00p A.A. 

19 

 

 

 

11:00a Bible Study  

20 
 

 

1:00p WELCA 

21 
 

22 
 

 

5:30p Worship (T) 

23 
 

11:00a Worship (C) 

BLC Birthday Bash 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 

26 

 
11:00a Bible Study  

27 28 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Phone: (219) 926-5596 

E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

M, W, Th & Fri: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2050 W. 1100 N. 

CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

Worship Schedule 

5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 

8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45 am—Sunday School 

11:00 am Sunday—Contemporary 

 

All are welcome! 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate 
your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or 
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when in travel, illness, or when other circumstances may prevent you from 
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to em-
brace electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms pro-
vides convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enor-
mous amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and dis-
posal of paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an 
individual can take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already pro-
duced more than a 50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think 
about the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. Authorization forms are available from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene Knapp at (219) 787-8115 or by e-mail at mar-
lene.knapp@comcast.net. 

tel:%28219%29%20787-8115

