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Mon., Wed., Thur., & Fri.  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Catch up on the lat-
est news from the 
Indiana-Kentucky 

Synod at 
www.iksynod.org 

Traditional  

5:30 pm Saturdays 

8:30 am Sundays 

Contemporary  

11:00 am Sunday 

Sunday School  

9:45 am Sundays 

Call Committee Update  
In response to the question, “What is a redevelopment pastor?” as asked at the 
congregation meeting. Here is the response from pastor Mueller:  

“A redevelopment pastor and congregation is a relationship between the ELCA, 
the I-K Mission Territory, the North West Indiana Conference, the development 
pastor, and the congregation. This relationship is called a Partnership Grant, in 
which funds are available to the congregation from the above mentioned partners 
to help redevelop the congregation into a vital energetic ministry. All of the details 
concerning this fall under the work of Pr Nancy Nyland, the Director of Evangelical 
Mission for this Mission Territory. Pr. Nyland works with congregations to assess 
the feasibility of the congregation becoming a redevelopment site, to support them 
in their journey, and to assist in finding a redevelopment pastor. A redevelopment 
pastor would be a full-time pastor that the congregation calls—so there is no term 
attached to that.”  We will be touching base with pastor Nyland to see how feasible 
this option is.  

We will be presenting to the council and will move forward in our search. Pastor 
Mueller has been looking and we will continue to look for options that might open 
up our applicant pool. We ask that the congregation continue to pray daily to our 
dear Lord as we know he does have a plan and will continue to watch over us and 
guide us. Call Committee Members are: 

Audra Peterson - 406-0905 – Committee Chair  

Marlene Knapp - 787-8115  

Al Gaston - 926-4322  

Rick Klaiber - 728-1498  

Dawn Thostesen - 395-9743 

Amazon Storefront 
Thanks to everyone who helped out at the storefront this month. Because of 
your dedication, we are able to assist families in need. We had three re-
quests for help this month.  We had very good sales at the Amazon Store in 
December. 

 

May the blessings continue, 
Amazon Storefront Volunteers 

Thank You 
I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, thoughts, cards, visits and 
other thoughtful acts after my knee surgery.  Also thanks to Susan and 
Mike for covering for me on Saturday nights. 

 

My recovery is coming along really well. 
- Jean Pass 



Thelma Megill-Cobbler - Interim Pastor 
tmegillcobbler@yahoo.com   
574-273-1770 Home   
219-221-2965 Cell 

Becky Cole - President 
abccole97@yahoo.com 
219-926-1938 

Vice President– Lois Fancher 
Lois.Fancher@frontier.com 
219-926-2079 

Ron Ludwig - Secretary 
dlanor503@yahoo.com 
219-926-2874 

Mary Jane Butz - Treasurer 
mjbutz@gmail.com 
219-929-4630 

Evie Edborg - Outreach Committee 
edborg11@gmail.com 
219-926-8570 

Bea Beyer - Social Ministry Committee 
BeaBeyer@comcast.net 
219-929-4685 

Carla Coffman - Building/Grounds Committee 
coffmandc@comcast.net 
219-926-7990 

Marlene Knapp - Finance Committee 
Marlene.knapp@comcast.net 
219-787-8115 or 219-241-0655 

Karan Smith - Worship Committee 
karansmith2000@comcast.net 
219-926-4324 

To Be Determined - Christian Ed. Committee 

Al Gaston - Stewardship Committee 
gastonam@comcast.net 
219-926-4322 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Interim Pastor & Council Members  
The Interim Pastor and Church Council will be happy to assist you with any questions or issues 

that may arise during our Pastoral transition.   Please do not hesitate to contact us! 

Are You Musically Gifted? 

One of our congregation's greatest strengths is the musical talent that we have! Sunday morning 
services are treated to the lovely sound of our choir anthems and cantors. Saturday night services 
are looking for anyone interested in providing special music. If you would like to sing a solo, play the 
trumpet, guitar, flute, etc., our Saturday night participants would welcome it! 

Please contact Karan Smith of the Worship Committee at (219) 926-4324. 

FYI 
Attention all congregation members, 70 ½ years old and up. If you are receiving required disbursements 
from your investments, did you know that you can donate directly to the church and avoid paying taxes? If 
you are interested in obtaining more information, please contact Eric Isakson at Edward Jones at 219-926-
8966. 

Open Positions  
We are looking for someone willing to fill the role of Financial Secretary. Additionally, we are looking 
for someone to Chair the Christian Education Committee. Please call Becky Cole at 926-1938. 



Message from the Interim Pastor— January 2014 
 
Therese, a nineteenth century saint, became known as “The Little Flower.” She was 
acquainted with, and influenced by the great mystics. She asked God to make her a 
saint. Yet she learned to know herself well enough that she didn’t aspire to be like the 
great saints. She thought that in the garden of souls some were like elegant lilies or 
roses. Therese thought she was much more like a tiny flower in the field, which never-
theless was as pleasing to God who had made it as the more valued flowers. Her ap-
proach to life with God, which she called her “little way”, focused not on great deeds 
but everyday acts done for love of God. She knew she had no merits of her own to 
offer to God so she offered the merits of Christ, and joined her little sacrifices to his. 

It is, of course, our little acts that make up our lives. Bethlehem cannot eradicate pov-
erty, but the congregation does make a difference in dozens of lives through the Ama-
zon storefront and Social Ministry. These are some of the ways the congregation ful-
fills its mission of “changing lives through Christ with love and acts of service.”  

There is another change we should always be seeking: changed hearts. This is work 
that only God can do in us. I suspect that for most of us, heart change also happens 
through everyday acts. At the end of the day we can ask God “who has hurt me? Who 
do I need to forgive” and “who is in need of some love and care?” Jesus has taught 
us to ask God to forgive us as we forgive those who have sinned against us. In doing 
so, we put that situation consciously in the hands of God and take it out of our hands 
so that there will not be bitterness in our hearts. 

The important thing, for Therese, is that we do God’s will in all things, holding nothing 
back from God. Loved deeply in childhood in the midst of a devout family, Therese 
learned trustful surrender to God, whatever the circumstance. When some of her Car-
melite sisters were particularly annoying or odd, she practiced kindness toward them, 
and made other little sacrifices. She recognized her littleness and weakness and that 
Jesus was nevertheless delighted with her trust in him.  

I don’t know about you, but in the garden of souls, I am only a little flower, and every 
flower is different. But if you are a rose, or lily, or a great flowering tree, be all that 
God intends for you to be. And keep your eye on the little acts of your life. For as an-
other saint says, we can do no great things; we can only do small things with great 
love. 

It is a privilege to serve among you. 

Pastor Thelma 



January Worship Assistants 

January 5 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Mark Peterson    Elliot Thostesen      
Greeter(s):   Bill & Sharon Skalku  
Reader:    Evie Edborg 
Acolyte(s):   Alyssa Cole     Riley Hall     
Counters:   Richard & Rhonda Klaiber 
Altar Flowers:   Audra Peterson 
 

 
January 12 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Sue Collins    Elliot Thostsen 
Greeter(s):   Karan Smith     
Reader:     Audra Peterson  
Acolyte(s):   Austin Peterson   Mark Hodgkiss     
Counters:   Ron Ludwig and Reynold Wolter  
Altar Flowers:     
 

 
January 19 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.   
Assisting Minister:  Judith Peters     Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s):   Linda Peterson  
Reader:      
Acolyte(s):   David Sigler    Kendall Klaiber     
Counters:   Carla Coffman and Linda Peterson 
Altar Flowers:     
 

 
January 26   8:30 a.m.    11:00 a.m. 
Assisting Minister:  Mark Peterson      Elliot Thostesen 
Greeter(s):   Nancy & Dean Miller 
Reader:     Susan Hall 
Acolyte(s):   Anna Leady    Hannah Hall       
Counters:   Marlene Knapp 
Altar Flowers:     
 

 

Altar Flowers 

The 2014 Altar Flower Chart is posted on the blue bulletin board across from the Church Office.   
If you are sponsoring Altar Flowers, please have your dedication and $20 check payable to “WELCA” turned in to 

the church office at least a week ahead of time.  Thank you! 

 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
       and the glory of the LORD  
            has risen upon you. - Isaiah 60:1 



BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

NOVEMBER 2013 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The November, 2015 church council meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. Present were Al Gaston, 
Becky Cole, Pastor Megill-Cobbler, Evie Edborg, Carla Coffman, Marlene Knapp, Karan Smith, Mary 
Jane Butz, and Bea Beyer. Absent were Ron Ludwig and Lois Fancher. 

Council devotions, based on 1 Thessalonians 5 were led by Pastor Megill-Cobbler. 

The minutes from the October meeting were reviewed with several corrections being made. Mrs. Beyer 
moved to accept the corrected minutes, seconded by Mr. Gaston. Motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:    No report.  

 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Five (5) meetings, six (6) meetings with congregational members, two (2) hospital visits, two 

(2) nursing home visits, four (4) home visits, two (2) home communions,, 
Pastoral Acts:  One (1) memorial service, one (1) funeral 
Classes: One (1) confirmation, one (1) post-baptism, one (1) first communion. 
 

CALL COMMITTEE:  Becky Cole stated that she had been forwarded an e-mail from Chairman Audra Peterson. 
The e-mail, sent from Pastor Mueller, encouraged us to keep up with our Stewardship effort. 
He has presented our profile to several candidates, but none are interested in interviewing. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Knapp presented & reviewed the financial reports. Mrs. Coffman moved to accept the 
financial reports as presented, seconded by Mrs. Edborg. Motion carried.  

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Mrs. Cole recommended that a banner be made stating that “Bethlehem Cares”. Banner to be 
hung in the narthex with member signatures. Each month, members will write what they did 
to show caring for others. A “Caring Corner” will be started in the Newsletter informing peo-
ple of acts of kindness. 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  Mrs. Beyer stated that Bethlehem may work in conjunction with the Food Pantry in distrib-
uting food baskets for Thanksgiving.  
 
The Advent Dinner will be held on Sunday, December 8th, immediately following the 11:00 
blended service. There will only be one service on December 8th. Sunday School will be held 
at 9:45. WELCA will buy the sausage and provide drinks. Members will bring side dishes and 
desserts and provide their own tableware and place setting. A sign-up sheet will be posted in 
the narthex.  

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:  No report.  

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Smith reported that the committee met on November 13th.  
There will be no Thanksgiving Day service. 
 
Christmas Eve services will be held at 4:00, 7:00, and 10:00. Services on December 28th, and 
29th will be lessons and music.  
 
Hymns have been selected for November and the first week of December.  

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Coffman reported that new parking lot light fixtures were installed.  
A new amplifier has been placed in the sanctuary.  
The lights have been reset for the time change. 
More rock was added to the front of the church, and a load of mulch was placed in the circle. 
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHESTERTON, IN 

NOVEMBER 2013 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(CONTINUED) 
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE (CONT’D):   
Weed killer has been spread on the lawn to get rid of the dandelions.  

 A new steam cleaner was purchased for the custodian.  
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: Mr. Gaston reported the following information concerning the pledge drive—  

70 pledges have been received totaling                  $97,932.00 
Unpledged giving is estimated to be  $36,107.00 
11 no pledge estimated giving is   $  2,500.00 
Loose giving is estimated to be   $  5,000.00 
TOTAL INCOME                         $141,539.00 

BUILDING FUND pledges are as follows  $46,244.00 
Loose offerings and memorials   $12,791.00 
TOTAL INCOME     $59,035.00 

 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Edborg invited all to attend the Valparaiso University’s Christmas Concert on Fri-
day, December 6th. Tickets are $15.00 for those under 65 and $10.00 for seniors. The 
concert begins at 7:30 and tickets may be gotten by calling 464-5162. 

 
BREAD OF LOVE:  Mr. Gaston reported a deposit of $937.00. Discussion was held on having some type of 

resale shop at the church. More information will follow. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Marlene Knapp presented a proposal to hire Michael Cobbler as a Mission Developer. Discussion followed, and council 
was asked to discern and pray over the proposal. Action will be taken at the December meeting. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gaston to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Cole, and carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Marlene Knapp 
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Finance Update 
Our monthly mortgage payment is $5,813.36. In October, a total of $3,821.00 was given. The 
mortgage balance currently is $353,775.60. We have approximately 60 more payments, or a 
little over 5 years left on the mortgage. Although we struggle some months to make our mort-
gage payment, we as a congregation are blessed by the gifts that God has given us. Please 
prayerfully consider your giving. 

Giving to the Operating Account was down slightly from 2012. Our bills are current, but the 
rate of giving is still not enough to support a full time pastor. 

The balances in our various accounts as of October 31st, stand as follows – 

Operating Account      $      759.68—money from envelopes each week that pay bills 

Savings       $ 22,131.17 

Pastor’s Fund               $      444.16—money used to help people in need 

Grants       $   5,044.81—money given to Bethlehem from  Thrivent  to be  used 
            for community outreach and help 

Mortgage Reserve      $  4,719.68—money from the sale of the old  building 

Mortgage Reduction     $  7,590.14—money from envelopes each week that pay the Mort
          gage 

Youth Group       $  3,090.34—money earned by the youth from  pancake  suppers 
           and Easter breakfast 

Bread of Love      $     121.81— money from the sale of items on the Amazon storefront 
           — a portion of these proceeds is given back to Bethle
           hem, 1st Contact in Valparaiso, and transferred to Pas
           tor’s Fund 

EJ Stock       $      200.25 – money from the sale of donated stock 

Leadership Fund      $ 23,825.00 – future pastor compensation 

If there are questions concerning finances, please contact Mary Jane Butz, Treasurer at 929-
4630. 

Announcing a NEW and SIMPLE Way to Donate to Your Church 
Bethlehem has established an account at Edward Jones in Chesterton that will allow you to 
donate stock to the Church. By donating stock to the Church, you are allowed to take the value 
of the stock at the time of the sale, on which you pay no taxes, and the Church receives the 
proceeds. 

If you are interested in learning about this means of donating or have questions, please con-
tact Eric Isakson at Edward Jones at (219) 926-8966. 



January 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

( T ) = Traditional Worship 

( C ) = Contemporary Worship 
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2 
  

 

 

Worship & Music 

Committee 
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5:30p Worship 

(T) 

5 
 

8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 
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8:00p A.A. 
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8:00p A.A. 

 

 

 

8 
 

  

5:30p Exec.  

           Committee  

6:00p Council  
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11 
 

 

5:30p Worship 

(T) 
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8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00p A.A. 
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6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry. 

8:00p A.A. 
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8:00p A.A. 
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24 
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5:30p Worship 
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8:30a Worship (T) 

9:45a Sunday School 

11:00a Worship (C) 

6:00p N.A. 

8:00p A.A. 
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8:00p A.A. 
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6:30p Stephen’s  

           Ministry. 

8:00p A.A. 
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Phone: (219) 926-5596 
E-mail: chestertonblc@gmail.com 
Office Hours: 
M, W, Th & Fri: 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2050 W. 1100 N. 
CHESTERTON, IN 46304-9598 

Worship Schedule 
5:30 pm Saturday—Traditional 
8:30 am Sunday—Traditional 

9:45 am—Sunday School 
11:00 am Sunday—Contemporary 

 

All are welcome! 

 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate 
your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks per year or 
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when in travel, illness, or when other circumstances may prevent you from 
attending services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis. 

Churches, because of their heavy weekly check volumes, were among the earliest organizations to em-
brace electronic giving as a way to automate contributions. Today, electronic giving in all its forms pro-
vides convenience for frequent check writers. 

A less frequently discussed benefit of electronic giving is its positive impact on the environment. An enor-
mous amount of natural resources are consumed in the production, transportation, processing, and dis-
posal of paper checks. That is why paying bills electronically always ranks high on any list of actions an 
individual can take to improve the environment. The trend toward electronic payments has already pro-
duced more than a 50% decline in check use since the year 2000. 

As you consider the payment method you use to make your regular offering, we hope that you will think 
about the unique connection between financial stewardship and environmental stewardship. 

We hope you will consider electronic giving. Authorization forms are available from the church office. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Jane Butz at (219) 929-4630 or by e-mail at 
mjbutz@gmail.com. 


